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Rubberneckers Just Don't Believe In 
Tong Wars Any More; Tourism OK 


The rubberneck industry, almost 
without exception, is a happy busi- 
ness this season, reporting a 25-30% 
gain over last summer’s take. The 
exceptions are two sightseeing bus 
lines which gloomily complain that 


' customers just don’t want any of 














Chinatown’s tong-war and dope- 
den tourist fiction. These two lines 
view the influx of World War 
veterans (American Legion conven- 
tion this month) without enthusi- 
asm, and can’t even get worked up 
over the World’s Fair. Too far in 
the future. And New York’s ter- 
rible summer weather gets its share 
of blame for the poor business. 


On the other hand, New 
excellent weather is credited by the 
Ace Sightseeing line, for a large in- 
crease over 1936. Just shows that 
even the weather depends on the 
point of box office view. Ace is 
wooing the veterans’ trade with 
special combined tours at lower 
rates, and are prepared with an 
extra fleet of buses to accommodate 
the boys. 

Whether the play is large or 
small from out-of-towners, all bus 
lines agree on one thing—Chinatown 
and Harlem with its Savoy ballroom 
get the curious, ‘Stompin’ at. the 
Savoy’ did much to put that hoofery 
on.the map. With Harlem in mind, 
one bus line has even prepared for 
any difficulty with visiting Dixie 


- veterans by hiring special strong- 


arm guards to smooth things over if 
necessary. 


E. J. McGuire, overseer of Empire | 


State Building tours, announces that 
(Continued on page 56) 


Radio Built Up B. 0. 
For Louis-Farr Fight 
After It Had Started 


How radio can actually bolster at- 
tendance to an event while a de- 
scription is being broadcast was 
demonstrated during the fight be- 
tween Joe Louis and Tommy Farr 
for the heavyweight title. Ticket 
boo'hs were kept open outside the 
Yankee Stadium, N. Y., after the 
contest was well in progress because 
of the constant stream of people 
buying tickets. All of them were 
aware that the contest was in the 
fifth round at 10:30 p.m. when the 
ticket windows closed, because they 
had been listening to receiving sets 


in motor cars or in- nearby apart- 
ments. 








The laté ticket sale was in the na- 
ture of a phenomenon. Usually 
there are few tickets sold on the 
night of a major boxing event, par- 
ticularly at the box offices where 
the event is held, because the draw 
usually approaches capacity in ad- 
vance. Sale for the Louis-Farr fight 
was exceptionally light in compari- 
Son to other world’s heavyweight 
thampionships and for that reason 

(Continued on page 29) 


York's | 





Nice Fellers—Now 





Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Film actors are not such bad risks, 
after all. 

Insurance companies have so de- 
cided, and accordingly ordered their 
Coast reps to remove the rating and 
sell the thesps standard policies. 


BEST AUGUST 
SINCE THE 
 DEPRESH 


Exhibitors in first-run spots are 
|jubilant over business done _ in 
| August as first of new season prod- 
|uct starts coming in this month. It 
was rated probably the most profit- 
able month of August since the de- 
pression. 

Distributors who have talked with 
exhibitors say that the experience 
with strong product during the past 
month has been an eye-opener as to 
potentialities of spotting better films 
at the close of a current releasing 
season. Belief in the trade is quite 
general that this year may serve as 
a precedent for the future, with 
some of stronger productions sched- 
uled for August showing in future 
seasons. 


Usually looked on as a drab month, 
with the box office often hitting a 
low for the summer period, this year 
exhibs have had uniformly strong 
product. Decision of distributors to 
release some top. productions in 
August rather than hold them back 
for subsequent months was tipoff to 
theatre operators and managers. 
This strong lineup was not just for 
\the final week in the month but has 
been going to key city first-run ex- 
hibitors for the last three or four 
weeks. 


ANTI-F. D. R. CRACK 




















Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Sales of Chase & Sanborn coffee 
have been hit here—how acutely 
can’t be ascertained—by a crack at 
Roosevelt in the company’s radio 
show on Aug. 22. Objectionable line 
was mouthed by Glenda Farrell in 
a skit with Don Ameche. 

Couple, in the playlet, were en- 
tered in a contest and doing a pic- 
ture puzzle. A bandit walks into 
their home and joins them. He asks 
| them about the puzzle and Miss Far- 
| rell says, ‘See, there's Roosevelt 
coming out of his fog.’ 








| DENTS COFFEE SALES 


A GROWING BANE. 


ba 


Past Summer’s Night Base- 
ball— Now Night Foot- 
ball, Dog Races, Softball, 
Etc. — Nocturnal Athletic 





Opposition to the B. O. 





BIG FEMME INTEREST 





The growth of various fields™ of 


of amusement increasing steadily, 
has theatre men wondering just how 
far the public is going to go in sup- 
port of one sport or another, and 
what effect it all may ultimately 
have on the b.o. Not only are thea- 
tr® operators and distributors con- 
cerned over the way. established 
daytime sports have taken hold but 
are gravely viewing the spread of 
such night activities in the field as 
baseball, soft ball, boxing, wres- 
tling, dog racing, etc. 

These sports take business away 
from the box offices at night and, 
what is really alarming, is the fact 
that women have become more 
sports-minded in recent years than 
they used to be. Not only are the 
femmes goimg in more for boxing, 
racing, baseball, football and other 
items on, the sports calendar, but 
they are themselves beginning to 
clutter up golf links, tennis courts 
and other places which a few scant 
years back were dominated by the 
males. 

Already in many parts of the 
country, night baseball and soft-ball, 


(Continued on page 6) 


Infantile Paralysis 


Scare in U. §., Canada 
Murdering the B.0.’s 


Omaha, Sept. 7. 
Infantile paralysis epidemic has 
reached stage where city officials are 
putting thumbs down on gatherings 
and activities, including theatres. 








houses from selling admissions to pa- 
trons under 18, and extends indefi- 
nitely. 

Effect has been immediate and 
‘drastic not only cutting out all kid 
| trade, but making inroads on adult 
fares as.12 years is dividing line here. 





| , : A 
| Managers report biz off variously} of acting and that is one source of 


|from 25-50% depending on type of 
|attraction. Brandeis probably hard- 
lest hit downtown house with Bobby 
Breen picture counted on for heavy 
| juve trade. 

Other houses report similar falling 
off due to hysteria developed which 
affects adults more than kids. Prob- 
ably hardest hit of all are nabes 


(Continued on page 11) 


PECIALLY NITE 


Shows an Ever-Increasing | 


sports, with followers of this branch | 


SPORTS VS. THE BOXOFFICE 














All-Negro Feature 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
All-Negro picture featuring Louise 
Beavers will get under way Oct. 1 
at Argosy Studios with Ralph Cooper 
producing for Million Dollar Pro- 
ductions, Inc. It is first of a series 
scheduled by the company, 








Lew Leslie’s idea for an all-col- 
ored filmusical, on which Hollywood 
deal Abe Lastfogel of the William 
| Morris agency is working, is tem- 








|porarily halted, so Leslie is ready- 
| ing a new ‘Blackbirds’ (stage) revue 
| for Broadway, with the Shuberts. 


LITTLE FOR PIX: 
IN THIS YEAR'S 
STRAWHATS 


With summer theatricals in the | 











Orders issued late last week prohibit | 


sticks about washed up for the sea- 
son, comes plenty bleats from scouts, 
those who journeyed to the 
hideaways on the hunt for talent and | 


material for Hollywood. They claim 
the whole scheme is phoney. They 
feel that they were lured into try- 
ing to find something that doesn’t | 
exist. 
One representative of the gold | 
coast grudgingly conceded that he | 
had dug up several camera pros- | 
pects but rated his efforts prac- | 
tically wasted. Contention is made 
that in most spots the casts are made | 
up of players who have been around 
for some time, which would explain 
the disappointment of the scouts 
that they could not find new faces. 
Equity requires at least six of its 
members be engaged in stock casts, 
with the balance of the people 
needed generally locals or summer 
semi-pro visitors, , 
All summer ventures are stock, 
with jobbers brought in for try- 
outs. There are a number of young 
| players loaned by Hollywood gratis, 
so that they may secure experience 
| but observers say the locals appear 
to be better actors than most of the 
| Coast excursionists. There are said | 
ito be plenty of instances of ambi- 
tious tyros who pay for the privilege 








sarios. 
| Scouts for material are at odds 
over new plays tried out. Product 


recently was rated much better than 
| that in the early weeks but the 


seekers for Hollywood were unim-| 


| pressed. It has been contended right 
| along that straw hat try-outs are 
(Continued on page 56) 


|maximum pay per 


' | will be listed). 
; revenue for the backwoods impres- | 


Batons on the Upbeat as Bookers 
Seek Freak Name Stick-Wavers 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 

Increase in the number of spots 
demanding name bands for the com- 
ing season has created a distinct 
shortage in that field, and bookers 
are looking for freaks to act in the 
capacity of stick wavers. 

Both Music Corp. of America and 
Consolidated Radio Artists, as well 
as Other band bookers have time 
lined up for practically all their top 
aggregations, and plenty of spots 
yet to be filled—but spots which 
are yelping for b.o. stuff. Conse- 
quently, bookers have fallen back 
on freaks to fill the bill—semi- 


| names of pictures, radio headliners, 


and star athletes—anybody and 
everybody who has a following and 
enough rhythm to keep time with a 
first violinist. In fact, in certain 
instances, the boys are even willing 
to teach ’em the latter. 

But, like vaudeville and other 
branches of show business, the band 
end is having troubie getting even 
that type of name. Consolidated 
did it once with Jackie Coogan, and 
is hoping to repeat with Sammy 
Cohen, but outside these two, no- 
body’s found any names_ worth 
snaring who'd consider the offers, 
which range up to around $500 a 
week. 

When they. first realized there 
was to be a shortage, a number 
of bookers planned creating an 
era of girl baton s‘ngers, using 
beauty contest winners, but the 
public nixed that. Little girls with 
the champion figures are creating 
about as much excitement this year 
as a street car in the loop, and, after 
all, if they can’t even break the ro- 


(Continued on page 62) 





ltaly Sets Maximum 
Salaries for Singers; 
Tenors Get Top Coin 


Rome, Sept. 7. 
Italian singers won't be able to get 





|away with so much after Oct. 28— 


especially if they do not happen to 
be sopranos or tenors. From that 
date on the government has fixed the 
performance, 
which will be roughly $300 per show 
for sopranos and tenors, and $250 
per appearance for mezzo-sopranos, 
contraltos, baritones and bassos. 
Further evidence that Italy is the 
country in which tenors are most 


| prized is given in the postscript to 


the above regulation, 
vides for special 
stars of special 


which pro- 
contracts with 

magnitude (which 
Among these, tenors 
may receive up to $750 per recital, 
and sopranos and bassos up to $400, 

Latter part of the regulations must 
seem especially frustrating to the 
ladies; baritones may conceivably 
aspire to become tenors, and mezzo- 
sopranos to become sopranos. But 
it is hard to see how any woman 
can ever achieve top salaries if only 
tenors are to be favored. 
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Dual Bills) as a Possible Chance for Comeback GN AS A PRODUCER, Radio reviews of Mrs, Patrick Campbell-Peggy Wood, Ida 
of Shorts—Giving "Em More Attention habe at 


et + Hollywood, Sept. 7. 














Zion Myers terminated his pro- 


The short subject is in a_ better Exit Smiling ducing agreement with Grand Na- s . . 
POMC (OOky SAAR Fe ASRy FORE a tional last Thursday (2) and depart- us ll ul { e ew ur In IC 
and with recent developments in the x 








field it has a fair chance of being London, Sept. 7. ed next day for New York on busi- 
the straw that'll break the back of Heckler at showing of ‘Par- ness and pleasure, announcing me 7 
d a8 9 alia i wb ite neeee nell’ kept breaking into Clark will form a new affiliation within | a 
( € . > L-. . . . = 
bona alee = exhibtiors <a ‘ Gabel’s spiel as Parnell with, two weeks. 0 3@ Wc al re ee 
This season more exhibitors are be- ‘B e ‘lads ters: saa ; bs y 
sinning to buy shorts to go along ut what did Gladstone say’ Victor Schertzinger takes over 
Oe oe - “dig He kept it up until the ushers roduction reins A ree 
with dual features, this amounting p 





came to his seat and ordered SS 





virtually to an operating admission ; ear P ° Se ay ee ee . 
that certain shorts are wanted, have him out of the house. All the | GRACE MOORE’S OP Kidding the B. O. ack of Universal’s plan to release 


dala = wey ‘100 Men ; xir)’ j 
box office value and should be way up the aisle he kept re | en and a Girl’ in 225 to 250 





; peating his refrain. When final- Hollywood, Sept. 7. i = spots almost simultaneously is the 3 

played 4 if shows “ Wwng- ‘ ly bounced into the street he |' Grace Moore is in Santa Monica | Cleveland, Sept. ‘. idea of getting the first week film | 

Additionally, the buying of shorts had the ushers burning with | hospital recovering from a minor | Since the downtow n opening rentals in immediately. U officials | 
as dessert for shows that have con- purienity. operation performed last Friday (3).{] of ‘Ever Since Eve,’ to the tune kk ceniiielh ta Gents ks. oe ~~ 

sisted only of two ‘cee a —1 a whet Gin Gindeein’ Songstress expects to leave for of plenty he gg Bane a sil mean an early return of fallen 

reel and URE pc ane i oeca~ |) scy?’ they asked as one man. |Europe sometime next week. : hibitors en , been — costs while at the same time supply- | 
sional carwon or Sea a 4 ‘I don’t know,’ admitted the ——————— anyon oie Poa o ; e ing widespread distribution for this 
acknowledgement by theatre owners | heckler. ‘I just wanted to get 3 A. to N. Y. marquee or gagging the title. ds cagend ‘Deanne Durbin Sim. ’ 


that the duals alone are no longer!|] gut of the house without mak- One smart-cracker billed it 


Universal soon will need additional 












































enough. Upshot of the addition of ing it look as if I had walked,” || Luis Alberni. |] this way: R. Montgomery in financing, according to latest info j 
shorts to twin bills, in the hope of | Binnie Barnes. ‘Ever Since Eve’ with Davies— Wall Street. with little relict 3 - | 
some showmen in distribution and | Michael Bartlett. || but there’s always Bank Nite!’ from company earnii bi sp She ot : 
operation, may be the eventual | Pandro S. Berman. will show a loss of ieanind $500,000 7 
dropping of the No. 2 feature. | Harry Blair. ° for the third quarter o w ae ee | 
urther ir avor of s P “lars ¢ j . ; 7 ‘ 
ie sdes Pai fq tne tacts] Ske Cinecolor Bows Qut — [tne fiscal year ending in October : 
IS Stas on eis pon, eee ’ ae . 9 |despite a favorable return ¢xpected 
keenly sensed by theatre men, that | William A. Brady. Washington, Sept. 7. for the final three months. ‘rh: 
people are tired of long shows con- | Franklin Coen. Reorganization of Cinecolor, un- 4). latest information in b: we = , 
taining two feature pictures and | Ralph Cooper. incorporated Hollywood lab which pedis x“ in banking 
have started catching the lead pic- Gloria Dickson. planned to enter business of process- * SA ee eee a 
iure only, calling up theatres to find Stuart F. Doyle. ing features, was shelved last week Pe dee ‘nig h ses ms ~~ mae { 
out the time they go on so that. they Samuel Engel. when the Securities and Exchange - ae oe . eo me ge in ! 
won't have to sit through the sup-j| Henry Fonda. Commission was asked to return +s : cm > . any hew nancing 
— / e pede pate , nti ; REAP » float |Prebably will come from the present 
porting feature. The tendency to i Grace George. application for permit tc Scsiahiiena aati This gro Sg ' 
stay away or continue the trouble of Harry M. Goetz. 407,000 common shares. “i ee we " yohie. | © 
trying to catch the one picture only London, Sept. 7. Henry Hathaway. Company which three weeks ago ah t == 2 aco a air d aoe te , 
may ultimately be strong enough to | Regret that the Ostrers did not go Lou Irwin. wanted to get on a sounder basis in ono o ; io y yy E in the 
kill off the duals thing. through with the proposed Gaumont Charles Kullman, order to expand asked the S.E.C. to peg 2 tte 0 & - <A aiaee of 
agate f | British-Metro-20th Century deal was Otho Lovering. allow withdrawal of registration pl berg axa outlay represented by these 
: WB's Campaign ican’ tedes te ~Jeseth . Ot Jack Moss. quest which showed insiders would|shares. Present group of investment 
Various producers of shorts, larg- mchenct phar ap ‘Maaed ab John ‘Pierce. get 240,000 of the new tickets. No/| bankers. while avowing faith in the 
est of which is Warner Bros., are | 20th Ce t snc - an” 4 Harry Popkin. reason was given but Commish ap- current management would like to : 
deiermined that the short subject he a m3 ury Ox, preparator) o Robert F. Sisk. proval for waste-basketing is vir- see more big money pictures. One 3 
has a place in the film market and | Sailing for America. Under the deal, Outs sae tually report is that no additional mon 
are . : , an- |he said, the theatres would have re- scar Strauss. ww Swe P Bae. Sane ; 
are preparing to push this merchan- | ‘ gol aad ae -|will be forthcoming until product 
dise stronger than ever before. Pro- | mained British. improves. ‘ 
ducers are not only spending more| ‘Schenck did not blame John Max- abating Simentii ‘ 
on shorts this year than ever before, | We!l for spiking the deal but thought | Advocate 0 creen V as Gas: t 
but are carefully planning programs | the British International official's | 7 9 SAILINGS 
and series. with names or other fea- | @ction was unwise because, if Fox Sept. 22 (London to New York) € 
tures involved, that mean box office. | wanted to sell its interest, Maxwell bs y ns Jack Buchanan (Normandie). : . 
WB. Paramount. Metro. RKO. Co-| Would have a $4,500,000 valuation for | ] fon a ong ll ] ers Sept. 15 (New York to London) ‘ 
lumbia, Universal, United Artists | Stock worth $2,500,000. ° John W. Hicks, Jr. (Normandie). . 
and Educational are all supplying} Schenck resented personal atmos- | Sept. 8 (London to New York), : 
shorts to an unwarraniedly small phere had crept into negotiations and ie hi, aaaeneal Foie Margaret Bannerman (Aquitania). t 
market, their position being a more | killed the Geel WOCAUSS SHOTS: -BOYSF Colorado Springs, Sept. 1. " continue their campaign against; Sept. 8 (London to New York), ; 
or less thankless one in that they ; Nad been any attempt to secure Edi Vv Xf commercial advertisements appear-| June, John Murray Anderson, Joseph 
are forced to provide one and two-|4merican domination. He and his at, — ing on screen of Tift theatre after a| M. Schenck, Hunt Stromberg, Cone : 
reelers to the houses that remain in Lpocnrtiaee were chiefly trying to save An article in your Aug. 18 issue petition seeking to enjoin seven| stance Bennett, Dr. A. H. Giannini, ‘ 
single bills in order to take care of |their_ investment. . Schenck added | did a fine job of covering one phase | embers of the club from booing | William Dieterle (Normandie). 
th°se accounts. |20th-Fox is closing a deal with] of the commercial film industry but| trailer ads was withdrawn Thurs- | Sept. 4 (New to Genoe), Frederick ‘ 
According to Norman Moray, | Pinewood studios for latter to pro-| it completely ignored the use of day (2) morning a few minutes be-| Berthal (Rex). 
shorts sales head of Warner Bros.,|4uce four pictures this coming year | short-length commercials en theatre | tore a hearing was scheduled in | Sept. 4 (New York to London), f 
only 25% of the country’s theatres be a maximum cost of $500,000 each. | screens, Superior Court before Judge R. Eve.| Alfred Hitchcock (Georgic). ; 
are playing single bills, the other | Pictures will have native talent and) 1, event you are unaware of the| Petition for permanent injunction| Sept. 4 (New York to London), , 
75% being in doubles. Unfortunately |"@tive production personnel under | ..0.. of theatre screen advertising,| had been filed by R. E. Martin,| Ketti Gallian, Max Schmeling, Mr. 
for the distributor the percentage in | SUpervision of Bob Kane. Corpora- I am sending you a piecée‘of litera-| owner of theatre, and asked for | and Mrs. Johann Strauss (Bremen). 
sales possibilities is different. The | tion 1s planning to build a permanent ture which lists large ‘advertisers $10,000 damages. In addition to| Sept. 4 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), | 
doublers represent about 90% of the Suter oldie nae ee sere, Se now sponsoring extensive’éampaigns. | seven members of club, Tifton ie —_— gence ), ae 
ote : : ds i ? J s e Ped t ho : F ere j ept. (Los ngeles re) lew 
a meen possible film revenue | within 18 months Fox will have a{ 1 am also sending a piece of litera- Gazette was named as defendant, | P E 


A : "s iy ¢ j 5c - ) 
. Fee hi suit charging paper had printed ad- | York), Clara Blandick (Santa Elena). 
Raiae : ‘unit to produce regularly here, mak- | ture which describes the current | sult ¢ ae ge | Sept. 1 (New York to London), 
hays oe 38 the fact that the | ing films of aetiedantibant appeal and campaigns of Chevrolet and Alka- Vertisnments. Sgaee by vel lpr Russell - Rasen Frederick Ranetale 
= eys re cee rege ae using talent and personnel from | Seltzer. Not wishing you to run out bers of Booing Club that was in- Ss ’ 
ills are iladelphia an ashing- | ** : 


; jurious P (Normandie). 
yw rr i ‘of reading matter, I am enclosing a | JUrious to theatre. 
ton, balance of the solo-feature ter- |Hollywood. Darryl Zanuck is to/|°% g 


citoey, being. the entire Huth and | Visit England next March to super- copy of the new publication, “‘Thea- Judge Eve had signed a_ tem-| ARRIVALS 
Maurice Wertheim, Carl Harbord, 


. | dee . rerti ’ ; "ary ‘der restraining booing of 
Ps : ; ‘vise that scheme. Schenck declared | tre Screen Advertiser.’ Also there | porary ore ner S 
pe Bac ake ond a 3g ey himself satisfied with government | is en route a booklet which I wrote ads, also ph anieer ya. Geneve from 
sae ~ hartge te are ag ROR ‘quota proposals, adding that British | With the hopes that it would give gp yp er hiae ign of club. | Mr. and. ties. Letenstes, A. t. Aahbs, 
nizi th: a cy Pte 7 Prey * |authorities had every right to impose advertising agencies a springboard ° suit claimed the SEV OENEO? | cone B. Hartwell, John F. Royal, 
zing "hat support from them is| legislati d th ggesti for their own minute-movie ideas.|™ents in the Gazette were damag- | a itr do Guarini, Isa Miranda. An- 
valued, plus that features are now |OW" legislation, an e suggestions ing the business of the Tift theatre. | redo Guarini, Isa iranda, 
iealane ahs waco caa ag w |in the ‘white paper’ seemed per-| We wanted to impress upon them Sana ak‘ cee all 975,000. and iS; |tonio Puccini, Rudolph Forster. Mr. 
i on bill 3 make some 'tectly reasonable to him. that a theatre screen-ad must present Al d Filr o youu, an - land Mrs. Barron Collier,. Carmel 
dual bills very expensive, is encour- | ‘ a commercial story entertainingly. exander Film Co., of Atlanta, |< Dousies Williems, Mr. and 
aging Warners, pioneers in talking which pays to R. E. Martin ‘the sum | °POW. Vougias ” , 


shor ’ : Indicating a wide degree of inter- " : an.|Mrs. Z. H. Rubenstein, Karl Eitel, 
shoris, and others. la 25 An ; g . of $25,000 or other large sums an- . ‘ ter 4 
The high cost of picture srtbunt | A H. B nk S th hl est in the theatre screen medium, nually,’ for the privilege of running | Ernst Thesiger, Victor Eckstein, Paul 











19.3% of the accredited advertising | commercial advertisements Mar-| Engelskircher, Edward F. Kook, 











is believed to be acting as a stron ; in : 

incentive among exhibitere te one Des Moines, Sept. 7 agencies have written requests for | tin theatres. Elsie Randolph, Percy Burton. Naun- 
tempt to get out of double bills, in| A drive marking the anniversary | the scenario booklet during the past Members of boing society claimed | '0" Wayne, meres a a 
the opinion of Moray. of A. H. Blank in show business | ™0mth. Practically all of the re-|they were forced to sit through | List, Vivian Martin, Mrs. Dav! 


Another angle which Moray and | will be launched here by Tri-States | quests — signed by important | long runs of advertising films while | Sarnoff, Billy Milton, Issac nog al 
others believe to be of vast impor- | Theatre Corp. from Sept. 3-Dec. 3 executives, including not a few heads | waiting to see the pics they paid | 0M, Leon Leonidoff, Mr. and on 


tance in connection with chances for! with a banquet honoring Blank | of radio departments. their money to see. In one of the) David Bernstein. a 
the short subject is that this season! planned for Dec. 9. | Now for the point of all this.|@ds in The Gazette, signed “Tifton) ©: ~~~ 
the producers are delivering a high| ‘The three Tri-States districts com- | VARIETY does a fine job of reporting Booing Club,’ the following statement N. Y. to L. A. f 


average of strong feature-lengths | peting in it a ‘advertising developments as they | @Ppeared: 
: § g the drive are under direc- | ’ ‘ ‘ a , : 
which do not need a No. 2 feature of | me of A. G. Stolte. Des ; | effect the entertainment field and Before the club was organized. we | Jack Benny. 
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; J Moines; ; i : iti ; Phil Cohan 
les al , ee : 4 ‘ | / s. 2 _ | submitted a petition to the owner of | : 
or + lage ae aeng with it. Ex-| Evert Cummings, Omaha, and Joe | peacrerriv peg bs eeileve a Heroes Ad the theatre asking that the commer-| Leo Edwards. 
hibitors are frankly beginning to| Kinsky, Davenport | vertising Department would make a| ~. 1 ad os : : | Bob Hope 
realize that the big pictures would | ~ ' posemaalioiss | fine little brother for your radio ad- meahel Mpcteneg om {cya she Walter - Kelly 
be just as big without an accom- | shorts b.o.. is deserving of considera- | vertising department. It would in- | PEON went unnoticed, a dian a 
ape . : "aeagr rear 4 Pi Hn hae Granting of temporary injunction! Al Kingston, 
panying feature, latter thus being a| tion in that same connection. | terest exhibitors and open a new (and presence of swarm of cops) put! Ben Larsen. 
weste. | On Thursday (26) Moray held a | army of readers. temporary quietus on ester sere Arthur Lee. 
The cost that goes into the No. 2/| trade preview of new season's War-| Note: There are about 300 com- ness. but withdrawal of suit brought | Beatrice Lillie. 





feature, whether BR is worthless of) ner ie Showing the initial re-/ mercial film companies now oper-| renewal of campaign against ads on Mary Livingstone. 
not, whether jt brings any added | lease in various series this company | ating. | sereen. Isa Miranda. 








business or whether it keeps people | is coming for 1937-38, including the | Ralph N. Miller. Tifton Club received much moral Mrs. Charles Morrisor. ‘ 
eut of theatres, is no more, as a| new Clem McCarthy and Floyd Gib- | (Alexander Film Co.). support from Little Rock (Ark.) So-| Kurt Robitschek. } 
matter of fact probably runs less,| bons series of 13 each. Prior to = ciety for the Booing of Commercial | Leslie Roush. KS 
than two or three shorts would fig- | screcnine, Moray tendered a lunch Booing Club Wins Out Advertisements, which first came! Ed Sullivan. . 
ure. Moray also believes that the | aticended by McCarthy, Gibbons, E. Tifton, Ga.. Sept. 7. | into public notice with its organized! Lawrence Weingarte: ] 
names which his company and|M. Newman, Major Albert Warner Members of Tifton Booing Club! campaign to make theatregoers ‘boo! Phyllis Welch. 
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Theatre Man; Not Enough Product 


+ eration for the Higher- 

Trade hears that Samuel Goldwyn At sania a . System Bracket Pictures—If the Tuning the Boss Because of changes that have oc- 
and Alexander Korda, or persons i cured in the first-run market in New 
on their behalf, are busy here and moe - ae Grosses Reach a Certain ii cE eee i gaat an Reha A ia as 

oad, discussing with various ollywoo ep | ollywood, Sep » Creating tough competition for 
ries, ae ae neiies the 16- Alfred E. Green is using some Level, the Percentage Is Darryl F. Zanuck is the have playable picture product, distributors 
quired $6,000,000 for lifting the of his own bangtails = on the New Higher Plane '| °f 4 ditty created by Lew Pol- are in a most unique position in talk- 
Goldwyn-Korda control options on ‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry’ at Pratentt Cl “abl lack and Sidney Mitchell, 20th- Lise tenia Thos : 
U.A. Metro and feels pretty good be- ——rrotective ause In | Fox cleffsmiths. a ray hose that are not 

There is some belief that RKO|| Cause at last he can tell his pals Lieu of Demands for. Title is ‘No Wonder the Boy’s nr y committed to any theatres 
may be a source. for such funds, which one of the nags will come U d Pix Deal || the Boy Wonder.’ It will not oT franchises, in addition to 
a a RKO's benkera, the Atlas in. ppe 1x eals be published. others who have extra product now 
trust and Lehman Bros., bankers. and then, virtually have the opera- 


Such belief is that talks between the 
G-K interests and RKO are on again 
relative to a unification of the two 
firms. Principal intentions from the 
RKO end on such a probability is 
raising its studio standard by in- 
cluding U. A. product and enhanc- 
ing and expending its foreign end 
by inclusion of U.A.’s foreign divi- 
sion. 

It is presumed that such a merger, 
when and if, would import into the 
situation additional financing for 
production in a manner which would 
ensure the continuance of all of the 
U.A. producers, additional to Gold- 
wyn and Korda, such as David O. 
Selznick and Walter Wanger, with 
the combination which would re- 
sult. 

However, all this is in embryo. 

Several Proposals 

It is now understood that funds 
are available to Goldwyn and Korda, 
in England and here, on several dif- 
ferent bases. The options must be 





PAR POLISHING 
OFF 6 IN OCT. 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Ernst Lubitsch’s production of 
‘Bluebeard’s 8th Wife,’ with Clau- 
dette Colbert, has been set to start 
Oct. 4, the first of half a dozen 
films to be launched by Paramount 
in October. 

Others are ‘Prison Farm,’ ‘Spawn 
of the North,’ ‘The 13th Bed in the 
Ballroom,’ ‘Mysterious Rider’ and 
‘Dream of Love,’ with George Raff. 
Three are skedded to go in Septem- 
ber, ‘Big Broadcast of 1938,’ ‘East of 
Shanghai’ and ‘Yellow Nightingale.’ 


| 








‘Canada which remain unsold. Suf- 


FEVERISH BUYING 





Distributors have fought their way 


'to conclusion of product deals with | 


virtually all major circuits as well | 
as certain large independents, and 
are now preparing to go to bat with 
the vast number of lesser indie ac- 
counts throughout the country and 


fering considerable resistance from 
the big circuit buyers in negotiating 
1937-38 deals, the sales departments 
may have the severest part of the 
year’s job ahead of them in trying 
to sell the many scattered accounts 
that exist. 

The distributors did not get the 
high rentals from the majors they 
sought, nor is it likely they are going 
to get them from the many so-called 
unsold possibilities which remain. 


FOREIGN FILM 
COIN IN °36 AT 
RECORD HIGH 


Washington, Sept. 7. 

Despite the handicaps of quotas, 
tariffs, embargoes and war, royalties 
derived by American producers 
from the foreign showing of their 
films hit an all-time record last year 
at $110,000,000, the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce 
showed Wednesday (1) in its annual 
‘Balance of International Payments.’ 
Income from foreign royalties in 
1936 showed an increase of $25,000,- 





tors at their mercy. 

Houses which 
franchises or ownership are show- 
windows for certain’ distributors 
| have a very distinct advantage over 
ees that are forced to shop around 
but now and then these are also 
compelled to step into the open mar-« 
ket to get a few pictures. The 
Capitol, which depends on Metro for 
first run supply and the Paramount 
which is Par's show-window, are in- 
volved with the others. Even 20th, 
which tock over the Roxy theatre 
operation this week, and will feed 
that house its best pictures, may 
have to pick up extra product where 
it can, 

The Music Hall has selective deals 
with RKO and Columbia. Aside 
from that source of supply, it shops 
around among other distribs and 
lately has bought several from 
United Artists. Bidding for UA'’s 
choice release has been made possi- 
ble by expiration of a long-term 


through leases, 


lifted by Dec. 1, and it appears to be ERM EA Under contracts written to date with | . , {franchise which the Rivoli had on 
altogether a matter of negotiation B AN ST T0 SHOW the large buyers throughout the 000 ie ree Warts poe pas WaS | this distributor’s pictures. In turn, 
and how long such negotiations may country, higher percentages have recees, OS Os oo this situation has forced the Riv to 


take to be completed. 

Whether the RKO-UA combine is 
ever made or not, one of the prob- 
abilities in the situation is that Gold- 
Wwyn and Korda may invite another 
producer, if this hasn’t been already 
done, to join with them in the con- 
trol of U.A. This additional pro- 
ducer would have to bring in fresh 
money on his own and by his in- 
clusion in the scheme make the 
whole proposition more attractive to 

















RKO EXECS ‘STAGE DOOR’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Pandro Berman Super-Chiefed out 
last Friday (3) for New York with 
a print of ‘Stage Door’ which he 
will exhibit before RKO execs. 
Film was skeded for its Coast pre- 
view today (Tuesday ). 





























been obtained, but they have not 
averaged the 5% increase in all 
brackets that were called for in 
original demands. The jurmp in 
terms does not run to an average of 
40% for the high-bracketed group 
nor a minimum of 25% for the low 
allocation, but in granting higher 
terms than applied last year the the- 
atre operators have created an inno- 
vation in film contracts. 


Showing of foreign pictures in the 
U. S. netted their foreign producers 
$6,000,000 last year, an increase of 
$1,000,000 over 1935, it was estimated. 


DISTRIBS GENERALLY 
DENY ANTI-TRUST SUIT 


Paramount Pictures, 20th Century- 














go afield for all of its pictures. 
Over and above that, the Music 
Hall is in the open market with Par, 
Warner Bros. and other distributors 
having anything to offer. Meantime, 
the Riv has purchased two from 
RKO which the Music Hall is pass- 
ing up, thus placing them on the 
open market for the bidders to shoot 
at. They are ‘Make A Wish’ and 
‘Life of the Party.’ The Riv was 












































financiers, including RKO’s bank- - ttt In lieu of agreeing to percentages | pox Corp. United Artists, Eugene (Continued on page 4) 
eriberg ing that are above those of last 
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Producers Fight SAG Move To 
Force Recognition Beyond 300 Mile 
Limit; Directors Unified Front 





———— 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Fighting to extend its Guild shop 
jurisdiction beyond the 300-mile 
limit from Los Angeles, Screen 
Aetors Guild last week moved 
checkers into Sonora, Truckee, 
Flagstaff and other favorite location 
spots to wage extensive membership 
drives. 

Protests have been filed with pro- 
ducers over the action of latter in 
hiring non-card cowboys, and notice 
served that Guild will pull members 
off production unless SAG riders 
and atmosphere extras are given 
work when available, even outside 
the 300-mile limit. Drive to make 
Guild shop 100% effective through- 
out the country probably will be ex- 
tended to Sun Valley, Idaho, and 
Canada. Several Canadian extras 
have already submitted requests for 
membership. 

First clash over employment of 
non-Guild extras outside the 300- 
mike zone provided in Guild shop 
contracts came last week when Trem 
Carr company hired 75 independent 
cowboys to ride in location scenes 
at Sonora for Universal's ‘Courage 
of the West.’ Bob Ellsworth, SAG 
checker, halted production and 
threatened to pull Guild players. 

Director Joe Lewis telephoned a 
protest to Los Angeles, and was ad- 
vised the Guild did not have juris- 
diction beyond 300 miles from Los 
Angeles, except that SAG members 
on production must be paid Guild 
scale. Ellsworth filed a protest with 
producers and permitted production 
to continue pending a conference 
with Aubrey Blair, SAG business 
manager. 

SAG has already organized Guilf 
chapters at many location points 
outside the 300-mile zone, but mem- 
bership is not yet sufficient at those 
points to enforce Guild shop 100%. 

Guild Charges Subterfuge 


Guild claims action by producers 
is move to escape payment of Guild 
wage scale by taking major part of 
productions outside the 300-mile 
zone. They insist this claim is 
borne out by statement of certain 
producers that two pictures will be 
shot simultaneously on location. 

Producers will insist that con- 
tracts signed with SAG give latter 
jurisdiction within 300 miles of Los 
Angeles. They are willing to pay 
Guild scale to SAG members used 
on location but claim there is noth- 
ing in contracts to force them to 
hire Guild riders and atmosphere 
extras outside the 300-mile zone. 

Carr unit paid riders $7.50 daily, 
while Guild scale would have called 
for payment of $11. 

Screen Directors Guild this week 
will insist that producers recognize 
the organization and negotiate work- 
ing pact covering directors, unit 
managers and assistant directors. 
Negotiating committee of SDG, 
headed by Howard Hawks, has been 
directed by membership to file a new 
demand for recognition. Other 
members of negotiating committee 
are Edward Sutherland and John 
Ford. 

Producer committee, composed of 
Darryl F. Zanuck, Jack Warner and 
E. J. Mannix, refused to negotiate 
with directors unless organization 
was divided into two groups, one 
composed of directors and the other 
of unit managers and assistant di- 
rectors. Committee claimed work of 
directors and unit managers and as- 
sistant. directors was dissimiliar and 
that conflicting judgments would 
arise. 

Scenic Artists Want IA Tie 

United Scenic Artists Local 621 
has dropped affiliation with Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America, and will 
seek affiliation with International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes. Scenic Artists have refused 
to forward per capita tax to the In- 
dernational and failed to send dele- 
gates to International convention at 
Buflalo. 

Contract between producers and 
Motion Picture Makeup Artists Local 


631 probably will be signed this 
week. * Negotiations with makeups 
was renewed by producers after 


former settled jurisdictional dispute 
with IATSE. Permission for draft- 
ing of the pact was given by Wil- 
liam Bioff, coast head of IATSE and 
personal representative of President 





Saugus, Mass., Schoolmarm 
Passes Prelim 20th Test 


Isabel Hallin, former Saugus, 
Mass., schoolmarm, was only testee 
of 14 femmes cameraed this week 
by 20th Century-Fox to pass the pre- 
liminary test. She will get a full- 
fledged workout this week which, 
will be passed on to the Coast for 
final okay. 

Attendant publicity to gal’s ouster 
from the high school, combined with 
looks, prompted film offer. Publicity 
has also cinched story deals for 
Liberty and True Story, material 
for which she’s now supplying to a 
ghost, 


CADU-Fleischer 
In a Long Siege; 
Deny Boycotts 


Strike of the Commercial Artists 
and Designers Union against the Max 
Fleischer studios, N. Y., has settled 
down to a long siege, with the union 
seeking boycott agreements. with 
chains and indie houses throughout 
the country. CADU is backed in the 
effort by the League of Women 
Shoppers and the Citizens Commit- 
tee to Aid the Striking Fleischer 
Artists, N. Y. 

Statement was issued by _ the 
CADU last Friday (3) listing 13 cir- 
cuits which had allegedly withdrawn 
Fleischer product and promised not 
to show it until the strike is settled. 
Paramount attorney immediately de- 
nied in toto the contents of the 
statement. Fleischer spokesmen 
claimed not a single circuit listed in 
the statement had withdrawn Pop- 
eye or Betty Boop cartoons or had 
agreed to any such boycott. 

Several firms on the list have veri- 








fied the boycott, Lefi-Myers thea- 
tres and Rapf, Ruden R. Lederer 
stating they will not book any 


Fleischer product until the strike is 
settled. But the Century Circuit, 
N. Y., declined to comment, adding, 
however it, had made no boycott 
promise to the CADU. Had not been 
booking Fleischer cartoons this 
month because they have been late 
on deliveries due to the strike, it 
was declared. The Springer-Cocalis 
people declare they have not ac- 
cepted Fleischer shorts they had 
contracted to play. 

Statement by the CADU that the 
Paramount and Roxy Theatres, N. Y.. 
are joining in the boycott is mis- 
leading. Neither theatre was show- 
ing Fleischer cartoons during the 
strike, because their appearance on 
the screen had precipitated demon- 
strations by CADU sympathizers in 
the audience. However, the Par has 
since started showing the cartoons. 
House managements had declared 
they were not showing the pix for 
fear of violence in the theatre, with 
the possibility of heavy damage suits 
in case of injuries to non-partici- 
pants. 

According to the CADU statement, 
indie houses in Chicago, Newark, 
N. J., Philadelphia, Toronto and 
many other cities have joined the 
boycott. Among the circuits listed 
is Balaban & Katz, Chicago, a Para- 
mount = subsidiary. Fleischer re- 
leases through Paramount. 





give makeups and hair stylists wage 
lilt of $12.50 weekly. 


Committee headed by Attorney 
Martin Gang has forwarded panel 
of 60 names to American Arbitra- 


tion Association for selection § as 
members of producer-SAG commit- 
tee to arbitrate disputes that con- 
ciliation committee is unable to ad- 


judicate One member will be 
named by producers, one by SAG 
and a third by AAA. About 130 
cases are now pending for arbitra- 
tion. 

Date for National Labor Relations 
Board hearing on petition of Screen 
Writers Guild to be designated as 


exclusive bargaining representative 
for all screen writers probably will 
be fixed this week by Dr. Towne 
Nylander, regional director, and 





George E. Browne. Agreement will 


Special Attorney William Walsh. 


Glasmon MG MG Producer 
Hoh Pardo Septe7 


Kubec-Glasmon ¢ s in at Metro 
in two weeks on & producer- -writer 
contract, ® 

He's resting up in Chicago. 


GUILD ACTS ON 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Because of his refusal to play the 
role assigned to him in “The Ugly 
Duckling,’ considering it beneath his 
caliber, Allan Jones has been placed 
on the suspended list at Metro and 
the case has come before the 
Screen Actors Guild for arbitration. 
Jones’ radio commitments, 


which Metro shares, also are af- 
fected by the suspension. 


in 





Allen Jones was ordered off the 


Fleischmann program. Studio’s own 
broadcast is now being neg 
the east by Bill Bacher. 
felds Sept. 
weeks. 
Jones was wanted for the 
ing three weeks of the 


sotiated in 
Yeast show 


26 after concluding 13 


show, but 


home. 


HACKETT-UA SUIT ON 
‘HENRY 8TH’ SETTLED 


Copyright infringement suit 
brought by Francis Hackett, author, 
against Alexander Korda, London | 
Film Productions, Ltd, and United 
Artists, involving the British made 
picture, ‘The Private Life of Henry 
8th,’ was discontinued in U. S. dis- 
trict court, N. Y., Friday (3) follow- 
ing filing of an announcement by at- | 
torneys that a settlement had been | 
effected out of court. 

Hackett wrote a story, ‘Henry the 
VIII’ in 1929. Liveright published | 
and had it copyrighted under its own 
name. 
ture starring Charles Laughton, in 
1933. United Artists distributed the 
film here. In 1935 Hackett obtained 
ownership of the Liveright copy- 
right and filed the action on claim 
defendants had done the picture 
without his consent or that of his 
publisher. He sued for an injunc- 
tion, profits and damages, leaving 
the Court to decide the amount due 
him should his suit be successful. 
Defense claimed Hackett did not 
own the copyright at time picture 
was made. 


singer 











‘Rosalie’ Originals 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Frank Morgan and Clay Ciemeni, 
both jin Metro’s ‘Rosalie,’ are the 


appeared in the original Broadway 
version of the musical comedy. 

Clement plays his original role of 
Capt. Banner. ; 


Selznick’s Lou Holtz 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 
Selznick-International testing | 
Lou Holtz, former vauder, with 
eye to making him a featured come- 
dian. 
Comie eaves Hollywood this week 
for a two/week p.a. tour in Texas, 


Metro’s Harlow Orig 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

placed ‘Today Is To- | 

night,’ original yarn by Jean Har- 

low, on the production schedule. 
Maude Fulton is orrne 


1s 


Metro has 


KEENE. OATIE ROLLS 
Hollywood, Sept. 7 
‘The Country Beyond,’ 
Keene western for Monogram, went 
into production today (Tuesday). 


rects. 





Kay Back from Limbo 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

New Kay Francis starer at War- 
ners, ‘Return From Limbo,’ has gone 
into production with Thurston Hall, 
Ralph Forbes, Grant Mitchell, John 
Eldredge and Georgie Cane in the 
supporting cast 





Stanley Logan directs. 


JONES-MG DIFF 


remain- ! 


Metro nixed the idea and called the ; 


London Films made the pic- | 


only players in the company who| 


an | 


| 
second Tom | 


R. N. Bradbury produces and di- | 


Wednesday, September 8, Fpl 





ee 





HAYS BLESSING SENDS 





Hollywood, Sept. 7 
Production starts tomorrow 
(Wednesday) on the new Mae West 


ly titled ‘Every Day's a Holiday,’ 
with Edward Sutherland directing. 

Cast includes Edmund Lowe, 
Charles Butterworth, Walter Catlett 
and Roger Imhof, with screenplay 
credited to Miss West and story by 
Jo Swerling. Hays office has okayed 
the script. 


Cel.’s Magyar Play 








London, Aug. 29. 
‘The Unforgiven Hour,’ play by 
Bekefi and Adrian Stella, Hun- 
garians, which ran for 400 perform- 


ances in Budapest and is now show- 
ing in Berlin, will be done in Len- 
don in the fdil, either ai the Savoy 
or Haymarket. 

Show will sitar Ida Turay, Bekefi’s 
actress-wife, who is being inten- 
sively tutored in English for the bat- 
| tle. Ian Hay is making the English 
adaptation, and show will be pre- 
sented by Heinz Saltenburg, former 
producer, and Georges Bunyai, Gil- 
| bert Miller’s continental play scout. 

Columbia has the American film 
rights to the show for which it paid 
$25.000. Dolly Haas will pJay the 
lead. 








‘True’ Cast Roundup 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Players selected to appear with 
| Carole Lombard and Fred MacMur- 
|ray in Paramount’s ‘True Confes- 
sions’ include Porter Hall, John 
| Barrymore, Una Merkel, Edgar Ken- 
| nedy, John T. Murray, Richard 
Carle and William Collier, Sr. 
| Wesley Ruggles expects to 
| the film this week. Alberi 

| produces. 


start 
Lewin 





Lane Steps Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Allan Lane has been assigned to 
the male lead in Republic’s ‘The 
| Duke Steps Out,’ with Herman 
| Schlom producing and Irving Pichel 
| directing. 

Lane, formerly wth 20th-Fox, goes 
|to RKO under a term pact after 
completing his Republic chore. 





Corrigan at Republic 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Lloyd Corrigan has been signed to 
direct ‘The Lady Misbehaves’ at Re- 
public. 
Albert Levoy produces. 





DIX’S ‘MIRAGE’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
George Hirliman will produce a 
picture starring Richard Dix and 
based on the original yarn, ‘Mirage,’ 
by Dick Grace, as the initialer under 
Hrliman’s new setup. RKO will re- 
lease. 
Paul Franklin is scripting. 


| Dletribe Set 


(Continued from page 3) 

jable to get ‘Dead End’ from UA. the 
|Music Hall not attempting to outbid 
lithe Broadw ay straighi-filmer on this 
;one. Pictures which are not picked 
|up from RKO under the Hall’s selec- 
tive contract may go anywhere else 
and if it isn’t the Riv, it could be 
|any other house paying a satisfactory 
| price, including the Roxy if this big 
|de luxer is interested. 

Universal is open to all and if not 














| entering into a_ selective contract 
| w ith the Hall, has the Roxy, Riv or 
|other houses to throw its lines to. 


| Any extra pictures from Paramount. 
| WB, Metro and Columbia not going 
| to their respective show-windows. 
j}are additionals for all the managers 
to fight ever, 


Criterion, Rialto and Harry Brandt, 


latter with three first-runs on Broad- 
way, are buying from anyone they 
can but when something big enough 


|for the Hall, Roxy, Riv, Par or Cap 
is maae available their chances of 
| bidding high enough are slender. 

| New York has developed into the 
|swee¢test selling market the distribs 
jhave anywhere, this not excepting 
;Ssmaller companies such as Grand 
| National, Republic and Monogram 
whose pictures have good first run 


booking chances due to the pressing 
need for a lot of film. 

A major deal for Republic is with 
the Gibraltar chain in the Denver 
territory, embracing 40 situations, 





MAE WEST PIC ON WAY 


film, for Major Productions, current- | 


SLL. HOUSES 
IN MIDDLE 
OF C10-1A 


° St. Louis, Sept. 7. 

Recent application of a froup of 
moving picture operators for a char. 
ter with the CIO, filed with Bert 
Travender, local head of the Cio 
points to a squabble between CIO 
and IATSE, which now has the op- 
erators and other employees of pic- 
ture houses as its members. Trav- 
ender declined to discuss the 
plication or whether he would for- 
ward it to CIO’s Washington head- 
quarters where such a charter would 
be issued. 

Film row hears that owners of 30 
picture houses in St. Louis and ad- 
jacent territory, most of whom are 
members of MPTOA of Eastern Mis- 
souri and Southern Illinois, have ex- 
pressed themselves as willing to sign 
contracts with CIO. There has been 
considerable objections voiced 
among exhibitors because union pro- 
jectionists refuse to permit 
union sound engineers to enter the 
booths forcing the theatre owners 
to purchase such service from the 
Co-Operative Sound Service Co, 
established a year ago by Clyde 
Weston, now business agent of the 
projectionists’ union. Weston 
posed of the business last 
before assuming his new duties. 

The IATSE already operating 
along the vertical union line, having 
not only the projectionists but 
stagehands and other theatre em- 
ployees and the film exchange em- 
ployees in several unions that are 
affiliated with the IATSE which, in 
turn, has an AFL charter. 

John P. Nick, vice-president of the 
local IATSE, is out of the city and 
no statement can be obtained from 
other executives but it seems likely 
that the IATSE will not relish the 
‘idea of its members being taken 
under the CIO wing unless they 
agree to retain membership in both 
unions. 


ap- 


none- 


dis- 
January 


is 





An Equine P. A., Anyway 


Jack Benny has joined the crazy- 
over-horses brigade. Through 
friends, while he was abroad, he 
purchased a yearling at the recent 
Saratoga sales. The nag is at Bele 
mont, L. I., where one of the A. G 
Vanderbilt trainers is prepping him 

Hoss’ name is Bucking Benny. 





Young’s Footage Jaunt 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 

Harold Young, who departed for 
New York last week, will go abroad 
for three months seeking backe 
ground footage for a new Walter 
Wanger musical production. 

He will confer with Wanger be- 
fore sailing. 





Howard Opp. Pons 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 
Male lead opposite Lily Pons in 
RKO's ‘It Never Happened Before’ 
has been assigned to John Howard. 
Gene Raymond, originally cast for 
the role, moves over into ‘She's Got 
That ane with Ann Sothern. 


‘Thin Man’ Vetoed 


Budapest, Aug. 27. 
Board of Censors has refused to 
pass ‘After the Thin Man’ (MG) 
featuring Myrna Loy, William 
Powell and Elissa Landi. 
Crime angle is too pronounced for 
the local censors’ taste. 








RADIO’S ANN LITT TESTS 





London, Aug. 29. 

Ann Litt, who with her husband 
Ben Litt, operate the Hollywood 
| nitery at Juan Jes Pins, goes t Los 

| Angeles in the fall to make picture 
tests, 

Idea originated with Eddie Small, 
who thinks Mrs. Litt has the poten- 
tialities of a Marie Dressier. Test 
will be made nd Radio, 

RKO Tom Of Heookins 

Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

New Miriam Hopkins film at RKO 
started yesterday (Monday) ih 
Leigh Jason directing. 

Studio is looking for a tag ice 
the original title, ‘Female of me 
Species,’ is not available. Ray Mil- 
land, Walter Abel and Alec Craig 
are in Miss Hopkins’ support 
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FILMERS’ COMMERCIAL BIZ 








Both Sides Air Arguments in Par 
Mols. Suit; Philly Situation Quiet 


Sept. 7. 

It now devolves upon Federal 
Judge G. M. Nordbye as to whether 
a temporary injunction shall issue 
to Paramount prohibiting Northwest 
Allied States and this territory's 
independent exhibitor playdate 
strikers from conspiring together in 
a virtual boycott of the company, 
picketing its exchange and theatres 
playing its pictures, intimidating | 
other exhibitors from playing or 
buying Paramount pictures and 
coercing them into breaching their | 
contracts or otherwise interfering 
with the company’s business. 

After hearing arguments on both 
sides, Judge Nordbye took the ap- 
plication under advisement. Former 
State Supreme Court Chief Justice 
J. P. Devaney and L. B. Schwartz, 
counsel for the defendants, asked for 


Minneapolis, 


a dismissal of the action on the} 
grounds that the exhibitors were 
entitled to band together against 


Par because the latter had failed to 
perform its obligation to deliver 
promised pictures to them and for | 
the further reason that Paramount, | 


coming into court ‘with unclean | 
hands,’ could not obtain equity re- | 
lief. 


The parties were given until Sept. 
9 to submit briefs and file additional 
affidavits. It is indicated that the | 
court’s decision will not be handed 


down for several months at the| 
earliest. In the meanwhile, a 
temporary. restraining order ob- 
tained by Par against the de- 
fendants continues in effect. 

If Judge Nordbye grants the 
temporary injunction, the case then 
will be tried on its merits to de- 
termine if a permanent injunction | 
shall be ‘issued. " 

Judge Nordbye also took under 
advisement Paramount’s motion to | 


strike from the defendants’ answer 
practically all sections except the 
denials contained therein. If this 
is granted, the court will not pass | 
upon the invalidity of the Paramount 
standard film contract, illegality of | 
its methods of doing business with | 
exhibitors, its failure to perform its 
obligations, its perpetration of a | 
fraud on the defendants and its own | 
violation of the interstate commerce | 
act by conspiring with other film | 


companies to throttle exhibitors. | 
All of this is alleged by the de-| 
fendants. 


Frau@ Charge 


Arguments revolved around the} 
question as to whether Paramount 
is entitled to relief in an equity 
court. Judge Devaney and Schwartz 


| taking 


| the court to grant relief to the plain- | 


|of their claims. 


| tures which it is withholding.’ 


j 
| fendants’ contentions,’ said Shearer, 


contended the company either broke | 
its contract or perpetrated a fraud | 


and therefore could not 
court aid to halt the alleged ex- 
hibitors’ conspiracy. 

Appearing for Paramount, At- 
torney Dave Shearer told the court 
that the defendants had picketed the 


invoke | 


| Gable was visiting Harry Bannister, 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

— 
on the matter of the Para- 
mount contracts, Attorney Schwartz 
said ‘we either have a contract or 
fraud.’ 
Admits Conspiracy | 

‘The defense, I gather, admits the | 
defendants’ conspiracy and _ infrac- 
tions.’ said Judge Nordbye. ‘The 
questions which it raises is whether | 
the plaintiff comes into court with | 
clean hands and whether its offenses 
are of a nature which should cause 





tiff.’ 
‘We don’t 
spiracy,’ 


admit there is 
replied Schwartz. 

suming there is such a conspiracy to 
violate the interstate commerce law, | 
we insist that still the court should 
not grant relief to the plaintiff. | 
Paramount cannot get equity until it | 
performs its obligations. | 

‘Attorney Shearer, for the plain- 
tiff, has said that the fact that the | 
defendants are acting in the charged | 
manner is indicative of the character | 
On the contrary, | 
contend, the fact that the entire in- | 
dustry rises in revolts should make } 
one pause. . 

‘Paramount has not kept its rep- 
resentations simply because when | 
Mr. Adolph Zukor became its head | 
he decided that the company was 
entitled to more money for the pic- 


a 


‘But 


con- 


as- | 


that if | 
proceed | 


declared 
legally can 


Judge 
the 


Devaney 
producers 


| . . . | 
|as Paramount has done in this in- | 


stance the exhibitors are at their | 
| mercy. 
Attorney Shearer informed the | 


court that the plaintiff would not | 
admit the defendants’ charges and | 
that, if the court decided against his | 


|motion to strike, he wished an op- | 
| portunity to present affidavits to re- | 


fute the statements made in the an- 
swer, 
‘If the court 


accedes to the de- | 


‘it would be ruling that block book- | 
ing is wrong. However, the legality 
of block booking already has been | 
sustained. | 

‘We have made a showing entitling | 
us to equitable relief. All that we | 
wish to do is to maintain the status 
quo until the matter can be tried on | 

(Continued on page 22) 


Gable’s Double Gets The 
Urge After a Taste of It 


Easton, Pa., Sept. 7. 

John Thatcher, a farmer near here, | 
was almost mobbed last week be- 
cause he resembles Clark Gable. 
Word got around this section that 











actor, who has a farm near here, and 


| 
' 
when a crowd went to Bannister’s | 


| place and saw Thatcher they thought | 


Paramount exchange and threatened | 


to picket theatres showing its pic- | 
| when 


tures, had made threats against ex- 


Par pictures, had announced its in- 


tention of trying to keep the public | 
away from Par films and would in- | 
terfere with its pursuit of interstate | 


commerce and injure it financially. 


He claimed the charges made by the | 


defendants are immaterial and _ ir- 

relevant as far as the issue in the 

present controversy concerned. 
Judge Devaney pointed out to the 


1s 


court that two of the pictures which 
the company has failed to deliver 
and which it is trying to sell for 


next season at higher prices, ‘Artists 
and Models’ and ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome,’ were completed as far 
back as last January, at which time 
Paramount still was promising them 
to the exhibitors now in revolt be- 
Cause of their non-delivery 


‘The defendants were induced to 
Sign their Paramount contracts on 
the 


assurances from the company 
Salesmen and its advertisements and 
trade press publicity that these pic- 
tures would be released and de- 
livered to them,’ said Judge De- 
vaney. ‘The contracts were secured 
by fraud and misrepresentation.’ 
In reply to the court's query as 
to what position the defendants were 


it was the film actor. 
They ‘wanted his autograph, and | 
Thatcher told them who he} 


1; : | was ‘ gh ti -onvincing | 
hibitors who desired to book or buy | “2 he had a tough time convincing | 


‘em. He is now 


into pictures. 


thinking of going | 


Metro's New Moppet 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Ronnie St. Clair, 13-year-old New 





| Zealand moppet, steps into the spot 


| Green directing. 


vacated by Freddie Bartholomew | 
and later handed to Douglas Scott, 
in Metro’s “Thoroughbreds Don’t 
Cry.’ Shooting on the film got un- 
der way last week with Alfred E. 


Scott was yanked for a role in 
‘The Last Gangster, Edward G. | 
Robinson 


starrer. 


Par Renews King 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Paramount handed a one year 
directing paper to Louis King and) 
lifted options on four other em- 


plovees. 
Those renewed are Bogart Rogers, 


story aide to William L2Baron: 
Frederick Hollander, songwriter, and | 
actors Anthony Quinn. and John! 


Howard. 


+ 
| 


HOLLYWOODIANS 


ANY SIDELINES 


| 


Ranges from Cantor’s An- 


tiques to Shirley Temple’s | 


Dolls — Crosby’s Tracks, 
Jolson’s Fighters, a Flock 
of Eateries, Dress-Shops, 
Canned Goods and Other 


Enterprises 


HAINES PIONEERED 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 


In Hollywood, it’s fashionable to 


|make a living acting, writing or di- 


recting and then to 
living in some of the more menial 
Almost in 


the pic biz has a finger in some other 


make 


occupations. everybody 


pie and for the most part these en- 
terprises are highly profitable. 
Take Eddie Cantor, for instance, 
Cantor also an antique dealer. 
He has a smart looking little joint 
out on the Sunset boulevard strip, 
with his name in gold letters against 


is 


a white background. The place is 
| filled with an assortment from all 
parts of the world that commands 


a pretty price. Of course it may 
be only a coincidence that Cantor, 
Inc., started in the antique biz al- 
most simultaneously with his ac- 
quisition of a new son-in-law, whose 
business has always been antiques. 

The town is literally overrun with 
film people who have gone into the 


restaurant biz. Roscoe Karns had 
a spot called ‘A Bit of England,’ 
but the nut got so heavy and the 


partnership arrangements so dis- 
agreeable he figured it would be bet- 
ter to close out the spinach and 
pancakes and stick to acting. On 
the other hand, Jack La Rue had 
made a success of his Casa Bella 
cafe. La Rue opened the spot as 
a place for an unemployed relative 
and the spaghetti and _ ravioli 
recipes proved so popular that it 
now makes him as much money as 
his acting. Dave Chasen opened the 
Southern Pit, specializing in steaks 
and barbecued spare ribs. One 
thing about the place is nice. You 
can get a swell steak for $3.50. Har- 
old Ross, editor of the New Yorker, 
finances Chasen. Bob Murphy, ex- 
vaudevillian Who works frequently 
in pictures, runs a steak house that 
gets a heavy play. Ted Snyder, 
songwriter, also has an eatery, Sny- 
der’s, on Sunset blvd., which Preston 
Sturges bankrolled, and its doing 
0.k. also. 
Borzage’s Hula Tavern 

Frank Borzage generally 
puted to be a partner in the 
waiian Paradise, night spot which is 
getting the heaviest play of all 
Hollywood places. Francis X. Bush- 
man, who gets a part now and then 
—mostly then—runs a_= sandwich 
stand on Pico boulevard, not 
from 20th-Fox studios. 

Mae West backed a dining car 
which folded, but she still has a 
heavy hand in a company which 
turns out canned chow mein. Shir- 
ley Deane, the little 20th-Fox player, 


is re- 





Fight Pix BO. Mild: Farr’s Vaude 
Bids; Cochran's Re-Match Talks 


| 
| 


| 


a second | 


| 
| 








| train 





Ha- | 


Rogers Shrine Unveiled 


Colorado Springs, Sept. 7. 

Dedication of the late Will Rogers 
Shrine of the Sun memorial on 
Cheyenne Mt. was attended by 1,000 
spectators. 

Bust of the late actor-humorist 
was also unveiled by his friend 
Spencer Penrose, responsible for the 
shrine. 


PAR AFTER HAYAKAWA 
FOR WONG CO-STARRER 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Sessue Hayakawa, now in Paris, 
will return to Hollywood to play 
opposite Anna Mae Wong in Para- 


mount’s ‘East of Shanghai’ if a dicker 
now in progress jells. 

Idea is to spot the two players in 
a series of yarns with Oriental back- 
grounds, 


Par Players Head West 


Arriving Monday (6) from Eng- 
land, Beatrice Lillie is proceeding to 
the Coast before the end of the week 
to go into a picture for Paramount 








that will star Bing Crosby, ‘The 
Badge of Policeman O’Roon.’ This 
O. Henry title will probably be 
changed. Anna May Wong ieft 
Monday (6) for Hollywood, also for | 
Par. She’s going into ‘East of 
Shanghai.’ 

The Italian import, Isa Miranda, 


who has been schooling abroad for 
Par for a year now, shoved off by 
Friday (27) to await 
Further voice training and 
is likely before she will be 
her first English-speaking 


assign- 
ment. 
testing 
set for 
role. 


U Bows In Import 
With ‘Rage of Paris’ 


Holiywood, Sept. 7. 
Universal is whipping two stories 
into shape for Danielle Darrieux, 


| pionship 


| 


Chicago, Sept. 7 

Lukewarm interest in the midwest 
on the Joe Louis-Tommy Farr fight 
films 

Newspaper accounts 
Clem McCarthy-Ed Hill broadcast, 
which gave much of it to Farr, 
figure in a public resentment which 
is further crystallized when noticing 
that the camera work of- the actual 
fight scenes seem to throw it to Farr. 
Latter got closeups when pumme!- 
ling Louis, the Negro 
long-shots only when 
the Welshman. 


refuting the 


sO 


is seen itt 


he’s slugging 


Los Angeles, Sept. 7 
Coast didn’t think 
enough of the Farr-Louis fight pix 
to break up its booking schedule. 
After one try at first-running, films 
were routed pronto into the C 


Fox-West 


houses. 
Atlanta, Sept. 7 
Local Farr-Louis fight film dis- 
tribs are doing all right in Dixie, a 


departure as regards fisticuffs be- 
tween a Negro and an ofay. 
$5,000 a Week in Vaude 
Tommy Farr has shuffled plans 


and will not return home pronto as 
planned after his recent set-to with 
Joe Louis but instead will stick 
around for a few stage appearances 
through which he hopes to up the 
amount made via the ring contest, 


Farr is being offered for p.a.’s by 
Charles Yates and asking $5,000 
weekly for the stage dates. Yates 


had him in at the Steel Pier, Atlan- 
tic City, past weekend on a guaran- 
tee of $2,500 for Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday. 

Despite losing the 15-round cham- 
contest to Louis, Farr’s 
gameness has made him more popu- 
lar than the champ with fight fans 
and radio listeners, 

Hollywood, Sept. 7 

Move got under way over the 
weekend, with messages passing be- 
tween Mike Jacobs in New York and 
Charles B. Cochran in Hollywood, 


| for promotion of a Farr-Louis re- 


match in London, Project is being 
fostered also by Douglas Williams 


French stage actress due at the stu- | and Alexander Faulkner, of the New 


dio under contract in October. 


Yarns are ‘London Bridge Is Fall- | 


ing Down,’ being scripted by 
Charles Bennett, and ‘The Rage of 
Paris,” which Howard J. Green 
screenplaying. 
produce the Darrieux initialer. 


Berlin Baby O.K. 


Seattle, Sept. 7. 


is 





The Irving Berlins flew in from 
|} their yachting cruise Wednesday 
(1) when their little daughter, 
Linda, five, became ill. Diagnosis 


| showed the intestinal attack was not 


far | 
' 


has been building her fences against | 


and 


any eventuality she owns a 
prosperous gown shop on Wilshire 
boulevard. This fall, when the 
weather cools off, she expects 


open a second shop at Palm Springs. 


penny from her shops in Hollywood 
and Palm Springs. 

J. Carroll Naish felt 
in a 
shop. The spot flourished 
now Naish, who has a Para- 
mount contract, draws down 


Larry (Buster) Crabbe, another 
Paramount player and former 
Olympic swimmer, is building a 


| big camp for boys in the High Sier- 


ras. The place will be completed in 
time to onen next summer. 
Ralph Bellamy and Charles Far- 


(Continued on page 25) 


to | 


| Bebe Daniels (Mrs. Ben Lyon) is 
one of the pioneers in the mercan- 
tile line and knocks off a pretty | 


serious. 
Seaplane picked up the party from 
their yacht, which was at Point De- 
ception. 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Irving Berlin has returned from 
his Alaskan vacation to the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox studios. He pitches right 
into ‘Alexander’s Rag Time Band’ as 
first. 
Derr’s ‘County Fair’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
First E. B. Derr picture under his 
producing contract with Monogram 
will be ‘The County Fair,’ which 
Derr now preparing, with script 
being whipped into shape from 


iS 


Felice Hepburn’s original yarn. 


big-hearted 

|}and backed a couple of lassies 
| beauty 
| and 
a cen- | 
tury note each week from the profits. | 


Atmosphere shots will be made at 
the Pomona Fair. 
STU ERWIN’S DUO 
Hollywood, Sept. 7 


Stuart Erwin has been ticketed by 
20th-Fox for two films, first of which 


will be ‘Second Honeymoon. Next 
the comic will appear with Jane 
Withers in ‘Checkers.’ 

H. Bruce Humberstone will direct 
‘Checkers’ and script is being pre- 


pared Frank Fenton 


Root. 


by and Lynn 





Buddy DeSylva will | spots. 
be 


York staff of the London Daily Tele- 
graph. Londoners are confident that 
the fight could draw 150,000 pounds 
sterling at the box office ($750,000) 
at any one of a number of available 
Most desirable venue would 
the Wembley Stadium, seating 
75,000, but it’s doubtful if it could 
be obtained, being already under 


| lease. 


| 


Cochran let it be known that he 
is open to propositions but empha- 
sizes that all deals must be first 
through Mike Jacobs, who was 
shrewd enough to tie up Farr before 
the Louis fight and will have to be 
dealt in on any promotion hand with 
London in view. 

Cochran was brought into the pic- 
ture largely through his friendship 


| with Teddy Broadribb, Farr’s man- 


| ager. 


Cochran and Broadribb were 
pals back in the days when Broad- 
ribb, then known as ‘Snowball,’ was 
taking on any and all comers as a 
‘booth fighter’ around fairs in Brit- 


| ish county towns, the same school of 


fistic education that Tommy Farr at- 
tended. 


No Tears for Marlene 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 


Screenplay of the next Marlene 
Dietrich starrer at Paramount, 
‘French Without Tears,” is being 
written by Charles Brackett and 
Billy Wilder. 

Mitchell Leisen draws the direce 


torial assignment. 





an, 
Two More on ‘Follies 
Hollywood, Sept. 7 
Newest scribblers to be handed 
the script of ‘Goldwyn Follies” are 
Sam Perrin and Arthur Phillips 


Ben Hecht, last to work on the 
Samuel Goldwyn’ script, has ree 
iturned to New York. 
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Lefty Stages a Preview; The Credits 


Get More Applause Than the Film 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Dear Joe: 


Coolacres, Cal., Sept. 7. 


Had a spool salesman come through here with the States rights for a 


picture called ‘Damaged Goods.” He 


good flashy lobby display. 


give me a swell sales talk and had a 


It was a cheap buy so I went for it and double 


featured it with my regular program—the picture I played with it was 


‘It Can Happen to You.’ Everybody 
I think I should run my comedies on 


I did a pretty fair business—it took Aggie a half hour to eount up. 


looked at the marquee and laughed. 
the marquee. 


counts the receipts three or four times; she don’t want to forget what 


money looks like. 


You remember me writing you that I played ‘I Met Him in Paris’? Well 


Fish-Eye (that’s what I call the sale 


sman) told me if I would send in a 


list of my patrons he would send them all postcards from Paris. I figured 


it would be good exploitation. 
from Paris, KENTUCKY, and they’re 


Well, I added another experience to being a theatre operator. 
A guy calls me up from Hollywood 


what they call a ‘sneak preview.’ 


and sez that Mr. McBerg wants to sneak-view an epic of his. 


Well, 


we got our cards today—they were 
just pictures of hills and dales. 
We had 


And he 


picked my place because it was the proper distance and.a representative 


audience. Would I please rope off 
would be there. 
must be kept very quiet. 
drive up and show cards, 


pretty good. 


I met Mr. McBerg himself and told Him that his pictures go very big | 


about 10 rows as all the big shots 


I was not to say anything to-my customers about it as it 
Well, around nine o’clock we had a lot of guys 
Aggie and mé always believed in professional 
courtesy but this was a little too muc 
and she charged a tax on the tickets. 


h courtesy, so I gave Aggie the wink 
They just paid the tax so we did 


in my little house and gave him a good routine of talk as you never can 


tell when these guys may be in a spot to do you a favor. 


Well, he prom- 


ised to send me a picture of himself playing polo for my lobby. 
When his feature finally started I never heard so much applause for a 
title—one guy next to McBerg said, ‘marvelous,’ even when he just read the 


title. 


Then every credit line got a big hand. 
credit lines went bigger than the picture itself. 


In fact the title and the 
After it was over McBerg 


said it needed cutting. Aggie sed by cutting it down it will make it shorter 
lousy. The natives who saw it got sore at me for roping off the best seats 


for strangers and for making them sit through three features. 
Aggie taught me that years ago. 

Doc Lee, the king of Brooklyn, sent me some swell exploitation stuff | 
For instance, advertise a hat and coat hanger 
for all the men—and you give them a regular nail. 
lar cow and have a sign on it reading “This Is No Bull. 
Picture at the World In Motion Today.’ 


can’t please everybody. 


that don’t cost much to do. 


Well, you 


You also take a regu- 
We Have a Great 
Those are swell ideas and I may 


use em one of these days as soon as I get a good picture. 
My pal Rhiney Hiehle from Parkersburg writés me that he gave away 
a little pony saddle and bridle; it doesn’t cost much and makes a big flash 


giveaway. When I told it to Aggie 


she said, ‘Lefty, never buy anything 


that eats. We would be losers after the first meal, besides the winner may 


not take it. 
fast that from the back he looks like 


You got enough with that boy Vic; he eats so much and so 


he's playing a snare drum.’ 


I am thinking of going to the Big Town for the Legion Convention. The 


Post here will pay all expenses for three of us. 


Aggie about it. 


I haven’t said anything to 


I sure would love to take her with me, if I go, because 
we don’t meet anybody out here that speaks our language. 


They don’t 


know who Frank McNish was, or Arthur Rigby, or Barney Fagan, and I 
know it would do us a lot of good to cut up touches with the old gang 
about the Mozart circuit and the Pan time and the W. V. merry-go-round. 
It’s been a long time since I dipped my feet in the Palace Beach, so I think 
I'm gonna start being nice to Aggie so I can get away. 

Best to the boys and girls and tell ‘em I'll be seein’ them soon, that is 


Aggie willing. Sez 


Your 


Pal, 
Lefty. 


P. S. William Coilier, Sr., sez a super was a guy that held a spear and 
got 50c. a show years ago. Later in Hollywood they added Visor-to it and 
made it Supervisor and pay him thousands of dollars a year for doing the 
same thing as the supe used to do for 50c. 





PAR AND PATHE’S ADDED| 


NAME COMMENTATORS 


Both Paramount and Pathe news- 
reels are going in for name com- 
mentators this fall. Gabriel Heatter 
and Par have agreed on terms un- 
der which the radio commentator 
would join as narrator though actual 
contract has not been signed. Plan 
is to bill Heatter as chief of voice 
staff with lesser lights as commen- 
tators such as with Fox Movietone, 
which has Lowell Thomas as well as 
sports and other specialty men and 
women commentators. 

Paramount at one time this year 





was seriously considering some form | 


of unit production such as Fox news- 
reel has but after the sales conven- 
tion the idea was nixed because of 
cost. Use of well-known commen- 
tators is said to be a compromise. 
Heatter joins Par newsreel this 
month, 

Pathe has listened to more than 20 
announcers and airwave commenta- 


tors in an effort to snag some name | 
Clem McCarthy stays on | 


narrators, 
sports but no others have been 
definitely set. Joseph Johnstone, for- 
merly of the N. Y. News, joins Pathe 
as head of dialog department. Pathe 
editors plan to launch the newsreel 


in new dress next month, these in- 
cluding altered titles and a longer 


reel. 


Three Scripters Set 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Stephen Morehouse Avery and 
Eve Green have been assigned to 
script ‘Dream of Love,’ next George 
Raft film at Paramcunt. 

Virginia Van Upp goes on the 
script of ‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ 
from - Dorothy Bennett's original 
yarn, 


ee 


COLOR PATENT SUIT 


Patentees 
Relief 


German Given 


Partial 





American Natural Color Films, 
Inc., was yesterday (Tuesday) en- 
joined by N. Y. Federal Judge Rob- 
ert P. Patterson from disposing of 
the Wolff-Heide process which it 
controls, pending outcome of the pat- 
ent infringement suit brought by 
Emi and Ada Klamp of Germany, 
who claim they are the pioneers and 
inventors of the process. 

Besides the corporation, James W. 
Gerard, former Ambassador to Cer- 
many, is a defendant as are Paul 
and Harold Addott. The Klamps 
claim a former employee obtained 
| their process and later sold it to 
| the defendants. Judge Patterson re- 
| fused the plaintiffs’ request to stop 





|the corporation from continuing 
business pending outcome of the 
| action. 


| 


| Sherman’s 16 MM. Co. 





Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Harry Sherman, Sam _ Berkowitz 
and J. D. Trop have organized Harry 
; Sherman Visual Education Pictures, 
Inc., with $100,000 capitalization, to 
produce 16 mm. film for educational 
purposes. 

Berkowitz understood to have 
completed a survey of the 16 mm. 
field and concluded that the time is 
ripe for an invasion of that field. 
, Production will start in the next few 
weeks. Berkowitz continues to op- 
erate his Far West Exchange. 


is 


Jane Withers’ ‘Salomy’ 


| Hollywoou, Sept. 7 


Jane Withers tops the cast of 20th | 


Century-Fox 
Jane. 
Sol Wurtzel is producing pilot. 


remake of ‘Salomy 


She | 








Sports v3 B. Q. 


es 











(Continued from page 1) 


also after -sundown,.have caught on 
in a startling manner this past sum- 
mer. This is particuJarly .true of 
the west and south, where mer- 
chants in numerous instances are 
sponsoring such games. There are 
cases, also, where local business 
houses or groups organize their own 
teams and put on games for the 
locals as a giveaway and as a hypo 
for goodwill and trade. 

The exhibitors recognize openly 
that night baseball is taking away 
plenty of business, particularly in 
situations where there are games 
levery night of the week, but admit 
that there is nothing they can do 
about it if they want to avoid 
creating ill-will in their communi- 
ties. Any effort to fight this com- 
petition, as has been done with cir- 
cuses in the past, theatres putting 
on free shows while they were in 
town, is out. Local folks do not 
care about any competition against 
circuses that might appear unethical, 
but they certainly would against their 
local sports activities. 

The industry has fought dog rac- 








ing measures in various States, 
backed by public opinion that is 
generally against them, but doesn’t 


| 


dare to try to interfere with base- 
ball, football, horse racing’and other 
forms of sport. Growth in all 
branches, including dog races where 
they are put on, is very disturbing, 


however. It is even likely that the 
spread of dog racing can’t be 
stopped. 


This year will be the biggest in 
gross and patronage that both rac- 
ing and baseball has enjoyed, while 
last fall football increased its heavy 
following and is likely te do even 
better this year. The interest that 
has been stirred in football in recent 
years may also create an appreciable 
following for professional pigskin 
contests which began to catch on in 
real proportions last year. The pro 
games are usually more often than 
on Sunday afternoons, and include 
midweek night games at times. 

Gambling craze in America has 
motivated a keener interest in sports, 
with betting on horses, baseball 
games, football, ° boxing matches, 
etc., making these sports highly 
profitable propositions. This same 
gaming urge is what made bank nite 
what it is in the theatres. 

Cleveland, Sept. 7. 

National Air Races not § only 
cracked all former attendance rec- 
ords by drawing 257,200 sightseeers 
into municipal airport over Labor 
Day weekend, but also tied up town 
in one of worst traffic jams in its 
history. -Congestion made it nearly 
impossible to drive through down- 
town area, and astute natives didn’t 
try it. That plus aerial competition 
crimped all theatres, pushing grosses 
down to a new. holiday low. 

Exhibitors still kicking loudly be- 
cause overflow of. visitors was 
caught by Gregt Lakes Exposition 
through an unorthodox but clever 
deal. Expo’s civic sponsors threat- 
ened to refuse t6 cooperate if Cliff 
and Phil Hendefson went through 
original plans to stage night air 
races, as in previous years. Evening 
aviation events, they decreed, were 
an unnecessary” anti-climax and 
would dent Centennial fair’s grosses. 

Henderson boys conceded by fin- 
ishing races at 7 p.m. during four- 
day meet, besides arranging a novel 
ticket tieup to placate fair officials. 
Stubs gave holders free admission to 
Expo, with result that latter also was 
landslided into a record attendance 
figure for week-end. Every hotel 
did a sellout. Rooms were scarcer 
than new Charlie Chaplin comedies, 
but theatres were left out of melon- 
cutting. é 

Thompson trophy race on Labor 
Day was responsible for top crowd 
of 105,200, while Greve trophy race 
on Sunday (5), won by Rudy Kling, 
collected 65,000 rubberneckers. Rainy 
Saturday (4) cut turnout down to 
35,600, with 52.000-gate on preceding 
day. Promoters claim meeting cost 
$350,000, which probably an ex- 
| aggerated estimate. But even after 
| paying out prize money they earned 
|a juicier profit than their last races 
|nere. Death of Lee Miles in a tryout 
and dramatic crackup of Count Otto 
Hasenburg, champ acrobatic flyer, 
|; made two highly publicized thrills 
| that hiked attendance. 

Major Al Williams and 

Doolittle with Graham McNamee 
guestarred as neiwork announcers 
for most important races. A staff of 
| Metro cameramen, Victor Fleming 
| directing: fiew in to shoot aerial 
scenes to be used in ‘Test Pilot.’ 
| About 25,000 feet of film’ wére taken 
for picture to co-star Clark Gable, 
| Myrna Loy dnd Spencer Tracy. Paul 
Mantz, Hollywood ‘stunt flyer. was 
scheduled to solo for Metro lens. 
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By Marian Squire 
‘Virginia’ Has Clethes But Ne Comedy 

‘Virginia,’ at the Center, knee-deep in period costumes, as with recent 
motion pictures, is of Revolutionary flavor. General style is tight waists 
and enormously full panniered skirts wired out at the hips. Toppers are 
usually fitted jackets with long in the back pleated peplums, and sleeves 
puffed like anything at the shoulders and fitted from elbow to wrist. Necks 
feature cascades of white ruffles making them most becoming to faces 
but figures are kept a profound secret. 7 

Color riots among the gowns, but with discrimination. All shades of 
green, rose, rust and what have you are brought together harmoniously, 
Loveliest of the gowns falls to Anne Booth’s lot, a heavenly blue taffeta 
caught up here and there with huge pink roses, and one rose nestling in * 
the low lacy neck. Matching blue ostrich feathers are in her picture hat, 
Another nice one for Miss Booth is a gray taffeta skirt in ruffled tiers with 
bright orange-red jacket. A large scalloped hat in the orange, faced with 
gray, goes with this. 

The drum number is a pleasing picture with the toe dancers in knee- 
high red boots, white tights, full, short, blue ballet skirts over red, and 
red-and-white, candy-striped jackets. The boots must be ingeniously de- 
signed for the girls’ feet look amazingly small. 

Mona Barrie is lovely in a soft blue transparent velvet with deep square 
ruffled neck and large hat. 

Revolving stage is used to go from ballroom to garden where the ballet 
is discovered in Easter colors. The girls in fitted bodices and ankle-length 
ballet skirts of yellow over white, the men in orchid breeches, yellow vests 
and white satin coats. 

Statisticians might enjoy figuring out how many miles of velvet, satin 
and lace is used in ‘Virginia,’ but adding up the comedy wouldn't be such 
a difficult task. The burden. is carried by Buck and Bubbles, Nigel Bruce 
Gene Lockhart and Bertha Belmore, with little assistance from the authors. 

It isn’t likely that anyone would go to ‘Virginia’ expecting a’ leg show 
but in that casé watch fer Patricia Bowman in the ‘Jack and the Bean. 
stalk’ fantasy. She wears. tights as ‘Jack.’ 

The score is pretty, but those geared to a little ‘oomph’ in their musie 
will like best Avis Andrews’ ‘Miranda,’ with Buck and Bubbles and the 
choir singing, ‘I'll Be Sittin’ in De Lap o’ De Lord.’ 


‘Prisoner of Zenita’ Has Regal Clothes 


Gorgeous scenery, lavish costumes and moldy castles give Ronald Colman 
(Rudolf Rassendyll) the setting in which he relinquishes his love, to Ron- 
ald Colman (King Rudolf V). Madeleine Carroll, ‘Princess Flavia,’ who 
must turn her back on the dashing Englishman, makes her first appear- 
ance in court costume of white satin and ermine with a fetching tulle veil 
falling into a train from her crown. She has white satin for the court ball, 
with drop shoulder and a train following her down the stairs. Her blonde 
tresses in a heavy chignon well down the back of her neck. 

Mary Astor fared ill with costumes, wearing mutton leg sleeved suit with 
a hat shaped like half of a football with feathers, and a black boa about 
her throat. A later appearance in funereal black accentuates the fact 
that Miss Astor is much too thin, and the heavy hair dress seemed too 
great a weight for her small head. -C. Aubrey Smith and David Niven.are 
convincing as the king’s aides. Raymond Massey is a wicked villain, with 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., assisting in the villainy with devil-may-care charm. 

Since Donald Ogden Stewart is concerned with the dialog it is safe te 
assume that he is responsible for the number of bright lines in ‘Zenda.’ 





Rockettes Go Venetian 

The corps de ballet get a nice Japanese setting; complete with a little 
bridge, to make pretty pictures in flowing Japanese kimonas. The robes 
are in color groups of green, yellow and orchid, all with yellow sashes and 
high glittery headdresses. 

In the carriage lantern scene with the Music Hall singing ensemble, all 
are dressed in Lillian Russell gowns and hats, and for a touch of realism, 
an actual horse trots on stage with an authentic coach. 

After Paul Gordon does some precarious tricks with various bicycles, 
the scene switches to Venice, complete with gondola. Billowing satin 
gowns for the singers, and into Venice arrive the Rockettes. Their cos 
tumes had little to do with Venice. but a great deal to do with brightening 
up the stage. Tight little red satin jackets with perky peplums lined in 
blue, white lace vests and white briefs with red socks and blue shoes, the 
better to show off their famous precision kicks. 


‘Firefly’ Fashiens Fine .On and Off: Screen 

The Astor’s micrephone sendoff for ‘The Firefly’ brought out Broadway 
and east-of-Broadway in gala dress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur. Hammerstein, the former Dorothy Dalton, hand- 
some in black lace with a black box cape. Clara Belle Walsh in black 
appliqued net with grass green sash. Kitty Carlisle in long black crepe 
with knee-length tunic banded in pink and white beading, Katherine Brush 
in black dinner dress and small black hat. Fannie Hurst in black skirt 
and long white satin tunic belted in gold beads. Mrs. S. Stanwood 
Mencken, sartorial belle of the Beaux Arts Ball, in sheer rose, diagonally 
Striped in gold, with a belt fashioned of large gold leaves. The omnipotent 
Brulatours, Hope Hampton in dazzling white and brilliants. 

Adrian must have had a lovely time designing those luscious bonnets, 
directoire gowns and Spanish dance costumes for Jeannette McDonald. 
if he isn't happy with the way she looks in them, he should be compelled 
to spend the rest of his life designing dinner jackets for Charlie McCarthy. 

Miss McDonald opens in. Madrid, wearing several miles of glittering 
skirt, a tiny, fitted bodice and fiowers in her blonde locks. She doesn't 
look exactly Spanish, but she does look like a dancer in the Spanish 
routines. 

This outfit very reasonably captivetes attractive Allan Jones, and his 
emotional downfall is in the bag when she wears a tall bonnet and a long 
fitted coat with ruffled shoulder cape. It’s a black velvet with long narrow 
train and strass flowers embroidered in a line from neck to hem that first 
catches Warren William’s eye, and she completes the damage to his heart 
in a satin directoire cut low with a ruffle around the neck, and a bonnet 
with ostrich feathers peeping coyly over the top. 

These are just a few of the beautifully becoming gowns in which Miss 
McDonald does well by the familiar lilting Harbach-Frim] music, with the 
assistance of Allan Jones. 

One of the best of the love scenes. with Miss McDonald in the coach 
and Jones riding alongside. is enlivened by the roguish fluting of little 
Robert Spindola, as the coachman’s son. 





S. A. in a Logriny Camp 

‘Roaring Timber’ crashes the Rialto, with a much heavier Jack Holt, his 
hair line considerably lowered by an ari'stic rug, as a logger who's going 
to get his logs rolling or else. Grace Bradley, plump and blonde, owns the 
company that has to have the logs out on a certain date. You could go 4 
long way and not find a girl less likely to tackle the management of a 
timber company than Miss B-sdley. Mevcrtheless, the logs are gotten out 
80,000,000 feet of them. but not until: they've been burned, thrown off of 
trestles and washed out to sea, Cue to the machinations of villains Willard 
Robertson and Charles Wilson. Ruth Donrclly as Miss Bradley's aunt. and 
Raymond Hatton as Holi’s partner, ere allotted the comedy touches. 


Miss Bradley chose a long black gown with hip-length, silver lame pore 
for her first night at the logcing camp. After all they've been through © e 
those logs, it’s quite a letdown when Holt calmly announces, ‘Weil, there 


goes the 80.000,000th foot'—as though he were 
and there the picture ends. , , 

There aré enough fights and noble woods scenes, coupled with Holts 
name, to lure a packed house, almost strictly stag, into the Rialto, how ver. 


tired of the whole thine 
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Par Takes Initiative In Fighting 
Dakota's Theatre-Divorcement Bill 





, Fargo, Sept. 7. 
Paramount and its local theatre 


‘affiliates, the Minnesota Amusement 


Co., and the American Amus. Co., 
filed a bill in equity with the fed- 
eral district court, seeking to kill 
North Dakota’s theatre divorcement 
pill, slated to become effective 
March 15, 1938, on grounds that the 
jaw is unconstitutional. Case prob- 
ably will be heard early this fall. 

The plaintiffs are terse in con- 
gemning the law in alleging that the 
law is unconstitutional and void be- 
¢ause it contravenes and is ‘repug- 
nant’ to provisions of not only the 
Constitution of the United States but 
also of the Constitution of North 
Dakota. 

Should. the law be upheld, the 
Minnesota Amus. Co. and American 
Amus. Co. would have to sever all 
association with Paramount, directly 
or indirectly, through stock owner- 
ship or operation, or go out of busi- 
ness. 

Plaintiffs’ 
the Act violates Sec. 
XIV (due process) of the Amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the U.S. 
Also, that it is in violation of Sec. 
1 and 8, of Article 1, of the Consti- 
tution of the State of North Dakota. 

Paramount and its theatre affili- 
ates claim that the Act is not a ‘valid 
exercise of police or other power 
reserved or possessed by the State 
of North Dakota.’ 

Additionally, the plaintiffs contend 
that the prospective law attempts to 
impair obligation under existing 
lawful contracts, besides depriving 
them of property- without due proc- 
ess of law. They aver further that 
their investment in excess of $500,- 
000 in ‘motion picture theatres in the 
state, will be taken away and de- 
btroyed..unless the Act is voided. 
Relief. sought is the restraining of 
the Act and nullification of same. 
Aggregate net of the two theatre af- 
filiates for the first quarter, this 
year, is put at around $14,700. 


Signed March 15 Last 


The Act against which the plain- 
tiffs complain was signed by Gov. 
William A. Langer, March 15, this 
year. It has created considerable 
stir through the business world, not 
Dnly in films. Were such a law up- 
held it encompasses chain operation 
of all description—chain grocers, 
Woolworth’'s, gas stations, etc. 

This theatre divorcement bill 
makes it ‘unlawful for any motion 
picture theatre to be operated in the 
State of North Dakota which is 
owned, controlled, managed or op- 
erated, in whole or in part, by any 
producer or distributor or motion 
picture films in which any such pro- 
ducer or distributor has any inter- 
est, direct or indirect, legal or equit- 
able, through stock ownership or 
otherwise.’ 

As a condition of lawful operation 
of a picture house, the Act provides 
that the person or corporation op- 
erating a theatre must file with the 
Secretary of State of North Dakota 
within three days after the effective 
date of the Act or within 30 days 
after which operations are begun, 


complaint claims that 


_and annually, thereafter, an affidavit 


stating the ownership and operation 
of the house and that it is not 
owned, controlled, managed or op- 
erated, in whole or in part by any 
producer or distributor and that no 
producer or distributor has any !n- 
terest direct or indirect, legal or 
equitable, through stock ownership 
Or otherwise in such theatre. 

Gov. William A,. Langer is chief 
fefendant in the current action. 
Others named as defendants are P. 
O. Sathre, attorney general of the 

tate, besides the various state’s at- 
tornevs of the various counties of 
the state. 

The complaint was filed by plain- 
tiffs’ local counsel, Richardson, 
Thorp & Wattam. Other counsel 
are former Federal Judge Thomas D. 
Thacher, of N. Y., and Joseph W. 
Finley, of St. Paul. 





N. W. Allied’s Support 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 

Vitally interested in the suit’s out- 
come, Northwest Allied States is pre- 
Pared to offer the state of North 
Dakota the services of its counsel, 
former State Supreme Chief Justice 
J. P. Devaney, one of the west’s legal 
lights, to assist it in defending the 
Constitutionality of its theatre di- 
Vorcement law which has been at- 
tacked by Paramount, the Minnesota 
Amusement Co. (Publix circuit) and 
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Metro’s Bally Trailers 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Following favorable reception of 
a trailer devised by Frank Whit- 
beck for ‘Broadway Melody of 1938,’ 
Metro has decided to make future 
trailers around special exploitation 
ideas, with four of the new series 
now in work or completed. Pictures 





to be thus exploited include ‘The 
Bad Man of Brimstone,’ ‘Double 
Wedding,’ ‘Live, Love and Learn’ 


and ‘Madame X.’ 
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COTTON CROPS’ COIN 
A BOON TO DIXIE B. 0. 


Atlanta, Sept.. 7. 





9c.:per pound loan-subsidy on 1937 
cotton crop is wreathing faces of 
show biz proprietors in smiles below 
Mason-Dixon line. Dixie’s_pros- 
perity is contingent upon whether or 
not her farmers have money in 
their pockets. When the growers are 
poor, business is bad—and 
that. 

With price of 
glumness 


skidding, 
staple 


cotton 
prevailed — until 


ington that Secretary Wallace had 
.announced that loans will be ready 
not later than Sept. 15. Govern- 
ment will lend up to 9c. per pound 
on -1937 crop ana will grant sub- 
sidies up to 3c. per pound on 65% 
of growers’ base production. Gov- 
ernment has $130,000,000 available to 
pay these benefits, so Southland's 
farmers are sure of getting that 
much for their bumper crop, now 
being harvested. 

There is no way of estimating just 
what part of an agriculturist’s in- 
come is actually spent on amuse- 
ments, but that cuts little ice any- 
way. It usually comes out that this 





Net of Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum and subsidiary companies | 
for the 26 ended July 3 
totalled $1,448,783, the trustee’s Re- 


profit 


weeks 


port No. 5. released’ yesterday 
(Tues.) revealed. Irving Trust Co., 
trustee of Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
Corp., traced pertinent develop- 
ments in the company since the 
previous trustee report of March 


3 was made. Operaiions of RKO 
Radio Pictures, Inc., for 26 weeks 
amounted to $476,491 against $256,- ; 
944 in comparable period last year. 


Combined operations of theatre 
operating subsids for the 26 weeks 
produced a net profit of $757,803 
against $384,097 in comparable 
period last year. Report stated that 
theatre attendance was lower but 
that an increase in admission price 
brought the theatre receipts above 
the 1936 level. 

Pathe News brought a net profit of 
$2,080 as against net profit of $3,165 
for same period of 1936. 

During period from Jan. 1-July 
3, 1937, fixed indebtedness was re- 
duced by. $1,337,592 including the 
payment of $350,000 principal 
amount of RKO’s secured 6% gold 
notes. Cash of RKO and subsids de- 
clined from $7,928,310 as of Dec. 31, 
1936, to $5,633,148 on July 3. In this 
connection, note was made that Sta- 
dium made payment of $700,000 for 
assets of Orpheum and the inven- 
tory of films, stories and continui- 
ties, etc., increased by about $1,500,- 
000. 

Trustee report related that the 
Charles F. Thompson vs. RKO, et al. 
alleged breach of contract suit was 
dismissed by the U. S. district court 
at Fort Worth last June and that 
the Rogers Productions, Ltd. action 
was settled by payment of $15,000 by 
RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. Sol Karp 
action is still pending in N. Y. su- 
preme court. 

Total income for Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum and subsids for the 26 
weeks, including theatre admissions, 





film rentals, sales, rents and other 
income, totalled $25,197,132. Ex- | 
penses amounted to $21,897,626. | 


Other income was listed at $318,067. | 





the American Amusement Co., an- ! 
other Publix subsidiary. 

Announcement te this effect was} 
made by President W. A. Steffes of | 
Northwest Allied following filing of 
the suit in federal district court. The 
fight, now inaugurated, may carry as 
far as the U. S. supreme court, in- 
asmuch as Par and the other plain- 
tiffs have made known that they 
would not accede to the terms of the 
N. D. divorcemenet law, passed at 
the legislature's last session, until the | 
nation’s highest tribunal has passed 
on its constitutionality. 

North Dakota was the only state to 
pass a divorcement law which pro- 
hibits any film producer-distributor 
from having any interest, directly 
or indirectly, in the ownership or 
operation of theatres in the state. It 
would compel the Minneapolis 
Amusement Co. (Publix) to relin- 
quish its numerous theatres in North 
Dakota by March 15, 1938, under 
penalty of a $10,000 fine or one year’s 
imprisonment or both. 

The present suit takes the form of | 
a bill in equity and asks for a perma- 
nent injunction to prevent the law’s 
enforcement and a court ruling that 
the measure is unconstitutional. 

Governor W. A. Langer, Attorney 








year’s money goes to pay last year’s 
debts and that puts the money into 
circulation. The main point is—far- 


| mers spend their money when they | 
| 


have it and everybody gets a crack 
at it. 

Right now Georgia's tobacco grow- 
ers are On spending spree that is 
perking up amusement as well as 
other businesses. They got $15,570,510 
for their 1937 leaf crop, which 
totalled 79,523,530 pounds. 
price this year was 19.58c. 
pound, compared- with 20.96c. 
year. 





F&M Loses Shubert-Rialto, 
St. Loo; Owner Rejects Bid 


St. Louis, Sept. 7. 

Charles J. Cella, owner of the 
Shubert - Rialto,  1,700-seater on 
Grand blvd., denies that Fanchon & 
Marco has lifted the option and will 
operate the house for the next three 
years. Cella said that F&M had 
until Aug. 14 but had permitted the 
opportunity to pass and he is now 
dickering ‘with others. F&M _ ob- 
tained control of the house when its 
differences with Warner Bros. were 
settled in New York and operated 
it as a second runner until last 
spring when it failed to obtain con- 
cessions from the IATSE on the 
number of union help to be em- 
ployed. 

F&M made an effort to re-lease 
the Shubert-Rialto at reduced rental 
but Cella refused. F&M has the 
Missouri, Fox and St. Louis theatres, 
located on Grand. blvd. within a 
four-block area with the Shubert- 
Rialto. 





$900 Theatre Stickup 
Clearwater, Fla., Sept. 7. 

Forcing Del Padgett, manager of 
two pic theatres here to open safe, 
armed bandit got away with $900. 
According to Padgett, early morning 
telephone call 
theatre, informing him 
was wrong at house. 

Padgett said when he entered dark 
building, bandit, whom he could not 
see, stuck a gun in his 
made him open safe. Thug, Padgett 
declared, socked him on conk with 
wooden box, stunning him. before 
walking out with $900. 


something 





General P. O. Sathre, and the Cass, | 


Grand Forks, Ward and Siutsman 
county attorneys are named de-! 
fendants. 


The plaintiffs allege that the law 
deprives them of the right to do busi- | 
ness and the right to use its proper- | 
ties in N. D. They also claim it im- | 


pairs the validity of its contracts 


in N. D., violates the interstate com- | 


merce acts and denies them equal 
protection of the law. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Replying. to an exhib’s letter for 
interpretation of new Pennsy chain 
store tax as it applies to theatres, 
Department of Revenue sent him the 
following last week: 

‘Two or more theatres under the 
same general management. suvper- 


vision or ownership, shall be con- | 
sidered a chain if directly or indi- | 


rectly controlled by a single person 
or 
common interest in such theatres, or 
if any part of the gross revenues, net 
revenues, or profits from any such 
iheatres shall, directly or indirectly, 
inure to the immediate or ultimate 
benefit of any single persons or any 
group of persons having a common 
interest therein.’ 


that’s | 


growers got the signal from Wash-| 


Average | 
per | 
last | 


summoned him to | 


any group of persons having a | 


| 


Chase Disposes of Some 20th Stock, 
| Hertz Unloads Par, Etc—SEC Resume 


Government largesse in form of) 





Press Ducat Tax Riles 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

| Service charge on press ducats, 
which some _ Allentown houses 
slapped on when State amusement 
| tax died, has opened wide breach 
between newspapers and theatres in 
| the town. Levy is 5c on the passes 
at Wilmer & Vincent houses and 2c 
| at the Boyd circuit spots. Bust-up 
| between managements and_ sheets 
| came three weeks ago when the 
| Call, Chronicle and News tossed out 
fall publicity, mats, reviews and 
readers of affected houses. Stories 
)}about shows at other theatres were 
still given. 

| Indie Hamilton, which also socked 
a tax on ducats, included in the 
banned group. 














| 


} 


MPLS, STARTS 
TO TILT SCALE 





Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 

What is regarded by the trade 
here as a possible initial step in the 
| direction of raising theatre admis- 
sions in the territory occurred this 
week when Publix upped the night 
price for ‘Stella Dallas’ from 40c, 
the customary tariff for first-runs 
at this spot, to 55c. Plan is too 
boost ante similarly at both this 
house and the Orphetm for all 
other ‘outstanding’ pictures, even 
without stage-show adjuncts. 

The 55c night admission (after 5 
p.m. for entire house) prevails 
permanently at the Minnesota, but 
40c has been the established top 
for the Orpheum, Century and State, 
other leading loop houses, except 
when they have a stage attraction 
or a picture moves over to one of 
these houses for a second downtown 
week. The World, W. A. Steffes’ 
sure-seater, has a 40c scale; but gets 
35¢c for boxes, loges and balcony 
seats. 

With new-season product com- 
manding higher rentals and with 
labor and other costs mounting, ex- 
hibitors have been feeling the need 
of packed-up admissions. Despite 
the fact that good crops portend 
generally improved business condi- 
tions and a brighter theatre outlook 
than for many years, there has been 
a disinclination to tilt scales. With 
living costs for essentials soaring 
and incomes, salaries and wages in 
many directions not keeping pace, 
as far as the Northwest is concerned, 
the theatre owners have been fearful 
| that entertainment, a non-necessity, 
would suffer a loss in volume if its 
price were boosted. Even Publix 
has been loath to take the lead in 
| jacking up admissions. Sentiment 
|among exhibitors is that higher 
scales are justified, but not in the 
cards. 





In many Twin City neighborhood | 


| de luxe houses, night admissions are | COMPany title to the Roxy, N. Y., is 


back and | 


| as low as 15c. and its tough pulling 
| to keep out of the red, 
Louisville, Sept. 7. 
Local houses are beginning to tilt 
, admissions. 
Starting with upping the balcony 
tariffs. 





Bronx Newsreeler Opens 


Newsreel Theatres, Inc., operator 
of the Embassy, N. Y., opens its 
third newsreel house Friday (10) in 
the Bronx, N. Y., theatre, formerly 
| the Concourse, will seat 575. House 
has a new front, modernized lobby, 
|air conditioning, new seats, etc. 
Prices will be 15-25c., same as the 
Embassy, but the program will run 
about 7-10 minutes longer, with a 
cartoon cr short added. Richard 
| Cutting will be manager, 
| Brightwell assistant. 

Other staff changes in the com- 
pany include Major A. G. Rudd, gen- 
eral manager; Edward J. May, from 
of the Newark newsreel 
to supervising manager; 
| Robert Macauley from assistant to 
;manager of the Newark house. 
| Stewart Martin remains manager of 


| manager 
theatre 


| the Embassy, with W. French 
| Githens assistant. Newsreel Thea- 
| tres, Inc., was founded in 1929, Em- 


| bassy being the first all-newsreel 
house in the world, 


James | 





Washington, Sept. 7. 

Chase National Bank is continuing 
slowly to dispose of 20th Century- 
Fox securities which it holds under 
escrow agreement, selling 280 shares 
of common and 560 of preferred 
during July and reducing its hold- 
ings to 346,111 shares of the former 
and 692,422 of the latter, it was dis- 
closed Wednesday (1) by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. 

The semi-monthly report of the 
SEC on the operations of officers 
and directors in the siocks of their 
corporations showed also the wiping 
out by John D. Hertz of his holdings 
of Paramount debentures through 
the sale, through Lehman Bros., of 
32,000. He also sold 500 shares of 
second preferred stock, reducing his 
holdings to 5,000. 

Three million of Paramount's 
314°) debentures were held by the 
Manufacturers Trust Co., New York, 
on July 26, when the film company’s 
registration became effective, it was 
reported. 

The only other Paramount trans- 
action reported was the disposition 
by Maurice Newton, New York, of 
2,000 sinking fund debentures, of 
which he held 95,000 at the close of 
the month. 

Continuing its policy of acquiring 
the securities of Loew's’ Boston 
Theatres, Loew’s, Inc., in July se- 
cured another 545 shares of com- 
mon, giving it a total of 97,622 
shares. 

The only activity reported in 
Loew’s, Inc., stocks was the disposi- 
tion of 900 shares of common by 
David Bernstein, New York, reduc- 
ing his holdings to 9,280 shares. 

In other companies, the SEC re- 
ported disposition by Samuel Car- 
lisle, New York, of 200 shares of 
Warner Bros. common, of which he 
held 1,100 shares at the end of July; 
sale by Bruno Meyers, New York, of 
240 warrants for Educational Pic- 
tures common, reducing his holdings 
to 1,000; acquisition by A. Pam 
Blumenthal, New York, who held 5,- 
002 shares of Grand National Films 
common on June 30 when he be- 
came an officer of the company, of 
another 400 shares; and acquisition 
by Kirk W. Todd, Pittsburgh, a di- 
rector, of 1,200 shares of Grand Na- 
tional common, bringing his holdings 
to 16,200 shares. 

In Pathe, O. Henry Briggs, New 
York, an officer, reported the ac- 
quisition of 800 shares of common, 
as “compensation,” and T. P. Loach, 
New York, also an officer, acquired 
14 shares, giving him a total of 21 
shares. 


20TH FORMALLY TAKES 
OVER ROXY’S CONTROL 


Sidney R. Kent is president of the 
new Roxy Theatre, Inc., which 








in 


Title to the theatre 
passed to this new, 100% controlled 
subsidiary of 20th Century-Fox 
Thursday (2) midnight. This marks 
the end of the theatre's 77 situation, 
Other officers of the new company 
are W. C. Micrel and Sioyros 
Skouras, vice-presidents, and Sid- 
ney Towell, treasurer, Michel and 
Towell are officers also of 20th 
Century-Fox. Skouras is operating 
chief of National Theatres (FWC). 

Probably this week, the operating 
pact with F. & M. Stageshows to run 
the theatre will be signatured. It’s 
a 5-year deal with cancellations in 
favor of 20th Century-Fox. No 
change in policy or scale of the thea- 
tre is expected. 


now vested. 





Pitt Mgrs. Casualties 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 

Insurancé companies are beginning 
to look upon local theatre managers 
as poor risks these days. Couple of 
weeks back Mike Cullen, pilot of 
the Penn, was being shaved when 
the barber's razor slipped and Cul- 
len’s neck was nicked for a six-inch 
scar. 

A few days ago Charlie Eagle, 
manager of the Stanley, tried to walk 
through a door which a patron was 
opening the other day and his glass- 
es were smashed and he received a 





wicked gash over the eye, 
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House Records Fall Under $42,700 
Pounding by ‘Thin Ice’; Fite Pix Aid 
‘Party,’ 21G; Holiday Ups L. A. Trade 





Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 

Labor Day holiday spelled plenty 
of dollars for the bulk of the first 
runs locally, especially at the day- 
date Chinese and State where new 
houses records are being set by 
‘Thin Ice” and the RKO Hillstreet 
and Pantages, aided substantially 
through having exclusive first run 
showing of the Louis-Farr fight pic- 
tures. ‘Thin Ice’ looks like a 
smash $42,700, topping by several 
hundred dollars previous high for 
the two houses 

Paramount held ‘Souls at Sea’ for 
eicht days and is piling up sweet 
$19.500 on the holdover. Combined 


RKO-Pantages take should pass the 


$21.000 mark on nine days, while the 
day-date Warner houses, with 
‘Varsity Show’ topping their bills, 
looks like $21,000. 

Roadshow engagement of Par’s 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ closed 
(6) at the Carthay Circle, af- 
ter four slim weeks, while another 


two-a-day booking, Metro’s ‘Firefly,’ 
winds up (19) after fairly profitable 
burn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65)—‘High, Wide and Hand- 
(Par) (4th-final week). Wound 
up four disappointing weeks to final 
$3.000. ‘Emile Zola’ (WB) moves in 
(9). 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Waiter’ (20th) dual. Smash opening 
and exceptionally heavy trade over 
the three-day holiday giving a ter- 
rific $18,700, topping previous high 
set by ‘Mutiny On the Bounty’ and 
equalling biz of ‘After the Thin Man’ 
which had New Year’s eve trade. 
Last week, ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) 
and ‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th), fair 
$11,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Wine, 
Women and Horses’ (WB) dual. Biz 
started slowly but holiday trade 
helped for fine $10,500. Last week, 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and ‘Talent 
Scout’ (WB) (second week), wound 
up with good $9,000. 

(900; 55-83-1.10- 


Four Star (Fox) 
(MG) (5th week). 


SO] 


’ 
some 


+ 


“Thin Ice’ (20th). 





1.65 )—Firefly’ 
Took on new lease of life over holi- 
day and should come out okay on 
current week. Fourth week hit 
satisfactory $5,000. 

Hellywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Wine, 
Women and Horses’ (WB) dual. 
Trade not up to expectations on 
opening but built over holiday, along 
with other houses. Looks like big 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA) and ‘Wild and Woolly’ (WB) 
(2nd week), big $8,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and ‘Annapo- 
lis Salute’ (RKO) dual. Aided by 
the Louis-Farr fight pix, exclusive in 
Hollywood, and personals by cast of 
‘Party’ opening night, plus the ex- 
tra Labor Day holiday trade, should 
wind up with satisfactory $9,000 on 
nine days. Last week, ‘Make a Wish’ 


(RKO) and ‘Flight from Glory’ 
(RKO), disappointing nine days at 
$5,200. 

Paramount (Paritmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (2nd 
week) and stage show. Holding 


eight days for excellent $19,500. First 
week came within few dollars of ex- 
pected $23,000, smash biz. 

RKO (2.950; 30-40-55)—‘Life of 
Party’ (RKO) and ‘Annapolis Salute’ 
(RKO) dual. First local showing of 
Louis-Farr fight pix and personals 
got house away to big start and with 
the holiday trade should have no 
trouble garnering sweet $12,600 on 
nine days. Last week, ‘Make a Wish’ 
(RKO) and ‘Flight from Glory’ 
(RKO), satisfactory $6,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75)—Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Water’ (26th) dual. Set new house 
record for opening day, held strong 
throughout and with smash holiday 
biz will finish around $24,000, tops 
for house. Last Labor Day ‘Gor- 
geous Hussy’ (MG) ended Week with 
$21,700 in till. Last week, ‘Love Un- 


der Fire’ (20th) and ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th), weak $11,000. 

tnited Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: 
30-°0-55)—‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) 
and ‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th) dual. 


Took a nosedive on moveover and 
best in sight is slim $3,000. Last 
weck, ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) and 
‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), on moveover okay 
at £4,800. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—j,ove Under Fire’ (20th) and 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th) dual. T 


off 2>0ut 40% over previous week, : 
$4.500 very disappointing. La 
week, ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) ; 


‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), very big 
trade at $8,000. 


Another ‘Youngest’ Mer. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 7. 
George Settos, operat of 
Ohio theatre, is still poi 
*sinte’s youngest theatre manage 
‘est to be elevatod to ft! NO-} 


s 1 is 20-year-old Donald 
man, upped from an usher. 


——— 





‘HORIZON’ SMASH 166 
IN BUFF; ‘ICE’ HOT 146 


Buffalo, Sept. 7. 

Biz strong all over. ‘Lost Horizon’ | 

with a wow $16,000 is the standout. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 

May go to $14,000, 





|o.k. Last week, ‘Artists and Models’ | 
(Par), $16,000, big. 

Century (Shea) (3,400: 25-35)— | 
‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and ‘Big Shot’ | 
(RKO). Around $12,000, big. Last 
week, ‘Four Aces’ (Ind) and ‘Off | 
Again On Again’ (RKO), $6,200, | 
N.s.g. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Souls at Sea’ (Par). A_ socko| 


$15,000. Last week, ‘Broadway Mel- | 
ody’ (MG) (2d wk), $7,200, big. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40 )—‘Love | 
Under Fire’ (20th) and ‘Wild Money’ 
(Par). Nice $7,500, same as last} 
week’s ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d run). | 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— | 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Smash $16,000. | 
Last week, ‘King Solomon’ (GB) and 
‘Girls Can Play’ (Col), $6,300. 


HORIZON LEADS; 
BALTO, $13,000 





Baltimore, Sept. 7. 

Strong line-up of product is help- 
ing local trade, with ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) giving the Hippodrome the 
town’s lead with a very solid $13,000. 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) at the New is using 
every bit of its limited capacity and 
ringing up a good profit with $5,900. 
Loew’s Century is giving ‘Stella Dal- 
las’ (UA) extra heavy exploitation 
and going along at a very steady 
pace to $10,000. 





Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—Stella Dallas’ (UA). 
Off to a good start and holding a 
very steady pace to $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA), 
only $7,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Lost Horizon’ 
plus vaude. Leading town with ex- 
cellent $13,000. Last week, ‘Make a 
Wish’ (Col) and vaude, okay $11,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—They Won't Forget’ 
(WB) collected rave notices and 
holding an even pace, with $6,006 in- 
dicated for eight days. ‘100 Men and 
a Girl’ (U) announced to open to- 
morrow (Wed.). 

New (Mechanic) (1.400; 15-25-30- 
40-55) —Thin Ice’ (20th). Using ca- 
pacity to bang out a resounding 
profit with $5,900. Second week al- 
ready announced. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Confession’ (WB). Not getting 
more than $4,500. Last week, second 
of ‘Artists and Models’ (Par), $5,500 
after socko first session to $15,000. 


‘A&M.’ $8,500, ‘ROAD 
BACK’ 86, OK IN MONT’L 


Montreal. Sept. 7. 

Hot weather plus the long week- 
end Labor Day holiday will not do 
much for the main stems which may, 
however, pick up later in week. Cap- 
itol and Palace should break about 
even on top with $8,500 apiece, which 
will be good enough. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Artists 
and Models’ (Par). Should be worth 
$8,500 with likelihood of h. o., good. 
Last week’s repeat of ‘Good Earth’ 
(MG) did satisfactory biz at $5,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Road 
Back’ (U). Getting good play and 
may gross up to $8.000, quite good. 
Last week, ‘Can't Have Everything’ 
(20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), very 
good $9,000. 

Loew’s (M. T.) (3.200: 40)—‘Gang- 
way’ (GB) and ‘Speed to Spare’ 
(Rep), May gross up to $5,000 on 
better than usual biz. Last week, 
‘Midnight Madonna’ (WB) and ‘North 
of Nome’ (WB), $3.500, just fair. 








Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—King 
Solomon’s Mines’ (GB) and ‘Take 
My Tip’ (Emp). Pointing to $5,000, 

| food for this house. Last week, 


1} ‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) and ‘On 


| Again, Off Again’ (RKO), good 
‘| enough at $4,600. 
| Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
0 ‘Nitchevo’ and ‘Le Malade 
| fire’ (2d weel . Expect $2,- | 
f fer a good $2.500 last week. 
lenic (France Fi] ’ (2.3200: 24) 
L’Assault’? and ‘Les Gais Lurons.’ 
| > { nto fall biz and may 
$3,500 ery vood. . Last week 
| nice $3.000 on ‘Un Grand Amour | 
( Reethoven’ and ‘Mon Cousin de 
lle.’ 





Ist Runs on B’way 





_— 
- 


(Subject te hang 
Week of 9 
Astor—Firefly’ MG) (2d 
wk). a 
Capitel—Broadway Melody’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 
Central — ‘Shadow Strikes’ 
(GN) (1). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 14) 
Criterion — ‘Bulldog Drum- 


mond Comes Back’ (Par) (2d 
wk). 


Giobe—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
(5th wk). 
Hollywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 


(WB) (5th wk). 
Music Hall—‘Prisoner of Zen- 





da’ (UA) (2d wk), 
Paramount—‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Flight From Glory’ 
(RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 11) 
Rivoli—‘Dead End’ (UA) (3d 
wk). 
Rexy—Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d 
wk). 


Strand—‘Varsity Show’ (WB) 

(2d wk). 
Week of Sept. 16 

Astor — ‘Firefly’ (MG) 
wk). 

Capitol—‘Good Earth’ (MG), 

(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 10) 

Criterion—On Such a Night’ 


(3d 


(Par) (14). 

Globe—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
(6th wk). 

Hollywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (6th wk). 

Musie Hall—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col). 


(Reviewed in Variety March 10) 
Paramount—‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) (15). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 28) 
Rivoli— Dead End’ (UA) (4th 
wk). 
Roxy—100 Men and a Girl’ 
(U) (17). 
(Reviewed in This Issue) 
Strand—'‘That Certain Woman’ 
(WB) (15). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 4) 











Weather Break Helps 
Prov. but Not Enuff; 
‘Horizon’ Best, $13,500 


Providence, Sept. 7. 
Unrelenting heat and a _ general 
exodus to resorts for the holidays 
had theatres set for one of the worst 
weeks of the year, but a break in 
the weather brought about by cool- 


ing rains turned the tide. If it 
hadn’t been for the terrific sock suf- 
fered the first two days because of 
the heat, grosses would have been 
well in the higher brackets. As it is 
exhibs must satisfy themselves with 
keeping out of the red, 

Biz going good all around. Even 
the spots with mediocre fare are do- 
ing okay with overflow from Loew’s 
and the Albee, where the programs 
are the ‘strongest. ‘Lost Horizon’ 
on single bill will undoubtedly give 
Loew’s the lead, while Albee will 
be close second with Louis-Farr 
fight pictures garnering the cash on 
a dual bill topped by ‘New Faces.’ 

Playhouse, formerly the Modern, 
reopened doors Labor Day with legit 
policy, ‘Brother Rat’ being the in- 
itial offering. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) 
‘New Faces’ (RKO), ‘Windjammer’ 
(RKO) and fight pictures. Crowds 
flocked early despite terrific week 
to see fight films, and with the cool- 
ing breezes over the holidays house 
figures on a great $9,000. Last week 
‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) just so-so at $6,300. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Water’ (20th). Weather helping it a 
bit, but going not so good on a hold- 
over, maybe $3,500. Last week 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) on holdover, too, 
plenty bad at’ $2.600. 

Fay’s (2,000: 25-35-50) — ‘Dodd 
Takes Air’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Another case of being saved by the 
gong. Unless there’s a sudden switch 
house ought to finish up with a so- 
so $6,000. Last week ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th) took a pasting with 
the rest, $4,300. 

Loew’s State (3,200: 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Opening pace 
faltered but big weekend biz as- 
sures house of coming through with 
a nice $13,500. Last week ‘Topper’ 
(MG) and ‘Between Two Women’ 
(MG) good at $12,800. 





25-35-50 )— 





Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) and ‘Two 
Who Dared’ (GN). Off to a poor 
start and only being helped by over- 
flow; not likely to gress more than 
$6,000, so-so. L eek ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) : ’ (20th) failed 
to come ; near anticipated 
i gross, off A 

Strand (J (2.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘It’s All ‘ Col) and ‘She’s No 
| Lac ph bik e took it on the 
chin f ee ¢ ns helped a 
bit; $6.56 iepid Last week 
l*Kins (GB) and ‘Blonde 
iTrouble’ «! ) poor at $5,100. 








Happy Days in Dixie for Mpls., Pix 4 





‘ICE,’ ‘MOTO’ AT $8,000 
TOPS IN LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 7. 

Wickets are humming all along the 
row, and first-runs are feeling rather 
perky, following an upping of bal- 
cony scale to 33c. nights and Sunday, 
effective Friday (3). Continued tor- 
rid spell is having no marked influ- 
ence on b. o. trade, although some 
opposish is being furnished by nu- 
merous swing sessions at outdoor 
dance spots. 

‘Thin Ice’ and ‘Mr. Moto’ at the Ri- 
alto are out in front, with ‘Varsity 
Show’ at the Mary Anderson putting 
the ticket booth in lively swing 
tempo. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) 
500; 15-30-45)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
(2d week). Set to take average $2,- 
200 on h. o. stanza. Last week, 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) and 
‘Born Reckless’ (20th), excellent 
$2,700. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘My Affair’ (20th) and ‘Riding on 
Air’ (RKO), dual, split with ‘Mid- 
night Madonna’ (Par) and ‘Wild 
Money’ (Par), dual. Will wind up 
with fair $1,900. Last week, ‘Moun- 
tain Music’ (Par) and ‘Chan at Olym- 
pics’ (20th), dual, smacked through 
for fine $2,500. 

Leew’s State (3.000: 15-33-40)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘It Can’t Last 
Forever’ (Col), dual. ‘End’ a little 
too New Yorkese for customers in 
this neck of the woods, and looks 
like fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Broad- 
way Melody’ (MG) on. second week 
took okay $6,400. 

Mary Anderson 
15-33-40 )—‘Varsity Show’ (FN). 
Combo of Powell and Waring is 
plenty hot here, and fans are worked 
up on the swing pic. Safe bet to cop 
a voluminous $5,000 and may hold. 
Last week, ‘Confession’ (WB), rode 
along at average $3,200. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Cain and 
Mabel’ (WB) and ‘Lady Be Careful’ 
(Par), dual, split with ‘Wedding 
Present’ (Par) and ‘Dodsworth’ 
(UA), dual. Should mark up fair 
$1,100. Last week, ‘Jungle Princess’ 
(Par) and ‘My American Wife’ (Par), 
dual, split with ‘Down the Stretch’ 
(WB) and ‘Midsummer’ Night’s 
Dream’ (WB), dual, fair $1,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000: 15-33- 
40)—‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), dual. Sure-fire b. o. draw, 
particularly with the younger ele- 
ment; fine $8,000 in view. Last week, 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) was safely in the 
profit column at $7,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
33-40)—‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and 
‘On Such a Night’ (Par), dual. In- 
dications are for so-so $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) and 
‘One Mile from Heaven’ (20th), dual, 
satisfactory all around at $4,000, 


HORIZON’ BEST 
IN D.C, $21,000 


Washington, Sept. 7. 

Holiday week-end after a fort- 
night of record heat sent ‘em scurry- 
ing to the beaches, but enough tour- 
ists showed and ducked into the lob- 
bies to escape the rain to keep 
everybody above flops. 

Price changes, wiping out two-bit 
admissions in vaude houses and bal- 
cony differentials in three spots 
seems to have little effect on size of 
audience or when they come. Up till 
Monday (6) no real squawks were 
reported over general tariff jump, 
which went into effect Friday (3). 

_ Earle, which made the biggest 
jump by cutting out the traditional 
40c balcony fee, is leading the town 
with the first pop-price showing of 
Lost Horizon,’ even the house being 
surprised at the fact that customers 
range from carriage trade right 
down to the shirt-sleevers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3,424: 35-66)— 
‘Big City’ (MG) and vaude. Tracy 
and Rainer responsible for fair $20.- 
000. Last week ‘Love Under Fire’ 
(20th) same, 

Columbia (Loew) (1.583: 25-40)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (2d run). Fol- 
lowing roadshow and pop-price runs 
with fair $4,000. Last week ‘Can’t 
Have Everything’ (20th) same. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 35-66)—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and vaude. No-name 





(1,- 


(Libson) (1,000; 








vaude, leaving it up to the pic, 
which played two weeks of road-| 
show last spring; leading the town 
with nice $21,000. Last week ‘Con- 
fession’ (WB) got the girls at the 
mats and that was all for a floppo | \ 
$13,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)—‘T.ife | 
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of Party’ (RKO). Light 
week ‘Make a Wish’ 

Met (WB) (1,853: 
and Models’ (Par) 


$6.000. 
(RKO) same 
25-40 )—‘ Artists 
(2d run). Good 


Last | 


} pull fair $3,500. 


~All Good and Biz Big; Upped! Admish 





Minneapolis, Sept. 7, 

State Fair visitors, cool weather 
and a strong picture lineup are teame 
ing up to invigorate boxoffices cyr. 
rently. It Iooks like good business 
all along the line, with ‘You Can't 
Have Everything,’ ‘Souls at Sea,’ 
‘Stella Dallas’ and ‘Damaged Lives? 
the loop’s most powerful array tie 
many a moon, flirting with prosper. 
ity. A real bull market. 
When Duke Ellington and his band 
person, plugs ‘Dodd Takes Air,’ 
move into the Orpheum Wednesday 
(8), an unusual situation will prevail 
downtown. All four ace loop houses 
—the Orpheum, Minnesota. Century 


in 


j}and State—will have a scale of 55e 
jor higher (50e for Orpheum) after 


5 p.m. With ‘Thin Ice’ moved over 
to the State from the Minnesota for 
a second downtown weeks, the fore 
mer house is interrupting its dual 
bill policy temporarily. 

Both loop sure-seaters, the World 
and Time, are in. the money. ‘Dame 
aged Lives,’ sensationally exploited, 
is lifting the World out of the slough 
that it has been in for months. ‘Imie 
tation of Life,’ revived by the Time 
after a considerable number of pree 
vious downtown and nabe engagee 
ments, is amazing the local trade by 
holding over for a fourth consecutive 
week. 

Rudy Vallee, at the Orpheum for 
five days last week, did two grand 
more than the $18,000 previously es- 
timated, pulling a phenomenal 
$20,000. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) (2d 
run) split with dual first-runs last 
four days ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB) 
and ‘Rustler’s Valley’ (Par). Looks 
like good $1,400. Last week, ‘Chan 
at Olympics’ (20th) split with ‘Sin 
and Be Happy’ (20th) (2d runs) an 
last three days dual features first- 
runs ‘Big Shot’ (RKO) and ‘Devil’s 
Saddle Legion’ (WB), $1,100, pretty 
good. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-55 )—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Great 
women’s picture is in right spot to 
catch feminine trade and matinee bia 
is particularly forte. Fine $8,000 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) (2d week), $6,000 food 
on top of $13,000 first week at Mine 

(Publix-Singer) (4,200; 


nesota. 

Minnesota 
25-35-55 )—Souls at Sea’ (Par). vert 
well liked picture helped by words 
of-mouth and hard, effective advance 
plugging, cast names a factor ib 
draw; headed for good $10,000. Last 
<a ‘Thin Ice’ (20th), $13,000, very 
ig. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,8 
25-35-60 )—‘Can’t Have Everything 
(20th) plus Louis-Farr fight pictures. 
Musical accounting for most of very 
ood trade. They like ‘Can’t Have 
verything’ plenty here. Because 
Rudy Vallee engagement was for 
only five days, this attraction opened 
Wednesday and goes out 7th, Duke 
Ellington on stage and ‘Dodd Takes 
Air’ (FN) opening 8th. Swell $13,- 
000 on cards, Last week, Rudy 
Vallee on stage and ‘Marriage Before 


Breakfast’ (MG), $20,000 in five 
days, $2,000 above estimate, enor- 
mous. 


State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
55)—Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d week). 
Moved here from Minnesota and con- 
tinues to click in fine style. Powers 
and Henie real magnets, climbing 
toward big $7,000. Last week, ‘Wild 
Money’ (Par) and ‘Stuttering Bishop’ 
(FN), duals, (25-40), $4,000. : 
Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Imi- 
tation of Life’ (U) (4th wk). This 
surprising revival, considering how 
many times this one has played 
cowntown at 10 and 15c prices, is 
amazing: good $900. Better than last 
week’s $800. 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG.) First nabe showing 
for this big money-maker and prom- 
ises to cop big $4,000. Last week, 
‘Easy Living’ (Par), $3.500: good. 
World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Damaged Lives’ (Indie). Heavily 
advertised, this sex picture is getting 
dandy boxoffice play, big $3,000, 
Last week, ‘King Solomon’s Mines 
(GB), $1,200, light. 


—! 





at $4,500. Last week ‘King Solo- 
mon’s Mines’ (GB) nice $5,000. 

National (Legit) (1,200; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—'Life of Zola’ (WB) (2d 
week). Fighting gamely against non- 
air cooled house and opposition. May 
Last week same pic 
withstood terrific heat for oke $7,500, 





Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th). Best light fare if 
town and will get good $16,000 Last 
week ‘Broadway Melody (MG) (2d 
week) built slightly to good $9,800 

Rialto QUndie) (1,106; 25-30-40)— 
Czar to Lenin’ (Lenaur) and ‘Car- 

val in Flanders’ (revival). Holding 
up to oke $2,300. Last week ‘Dark 


Journey’ (UA) slid to light $2,000. 
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Weather Aids Philly to Smiles: 
Stoki a Home-Town Sock, $21,000 


r 
bw 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Everything broke well for Philly’s 
film biz over the week-end and what 
started to be loud moans were 
turned into cheers. : 

Up until Saturday evening down- 
town attendance was at is lowest 
possible ebb, even for hit pix, but 
Saturday’s rain - and temporary 
cooling upped trade. Sunday was 
dark and rainy and, when the 
houses opened in the early aft- 
ernoon, there were queues. By 
Monday, the crowds were coming 
back from the shore resorts dis- 
couraged and that, plus the start of 
the Jewish holidays, completed the 
change of front. Result is that biz 
this week should be well above av- 
erage and in some cases excep- 
tional, despite the bad start. 

‘One Hundred Men and a Girl,’ 
which preemed Thursday at the Fox 
and received rave notices right 
along the line is due for a high 
gross and expects to get a second 
week. Stoki’s local following, 
which is intensely loyal, is doing its 
share. 

New show at the Earle, which 
has Clyde McCoy, Sheila Barrett 
and Hal LeRoy featured and ‘Wild 
and Woolly’ on the screen, started 
off big, also and, after dipping, be- 
gan mopping up on Monday. 

Silly booking sked is to be found 
right now in the downtown sector, 
which has four houses, normally 
first-run, all showing musical pix. 
They are the Stanley with ‘Varsity 
Show,’ the Boyd with ‘Thin Ice,’ 
the Fox with ‘100 Men and a Girl’ 
and the Karlton with ‘Vogues’ (2nd 
run). ‘Ice,’ although receiving good 
notices, is likely to suffer most. 

Warner people are giving ‘They 
Won't Forget’ a big campaign and 
hope to hold it for a second week 
at the Stanton. 

Esctimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA). Terrific pace, despite 
act house is not air-cooled. Should 
get $15,000 this week after first 
week’s walloping $18,500, which was 
Way over coy 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (MG) and fight pix. This lit- 
tle indie is the only downtown house 
to get the fight films, and expects to 
mop up; $4,000 or so looks easy, 

hich doubles the house average. 
ast week ‘Topper’ (MG) (2d run, 2d 
week) very nice $2,700. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th). Gocd notices, but biz 
no more than fair; $12,500 seen. Last 
week ‘Vogues’ (UA) only $13,000 
in nine-day week—disappointing, 
but moved to the Karlion anyway. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th) and vaude. Excellent 
$14,000 expected. Last week ‘Love 
Under Fire’ (20th) and Will Osborne 
were okay at $13,500. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65 )—‘100 Men and 
a Girl’ (U). Rave notices and a big 
week indicated. Stokie’s following 
here is doing its share. Probably 
$21,000. Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) slipped after a fine start and 
got only three days over a week for 
& meager $5,500. ; 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65 )—‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) Town's overloaded 
with tuners, but this one is faring 
pretty well. Ending week tonight for 
okay $14,500, and gets holdover. Last 
week ‘B’way Melody’ (MG) (2d 
week), $14,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—They 
Won't Forget’ (WB). Getting big 
campaign and hopes for a two-week 
stay. Hard to predict, but ought to 
get $7,000 on strength of ads and ex- 
ploitation. Last week ‘King Solo- 
mon’s Mines’ (GB), lukewarm $5,000. 


SOULS SOCK $7,500; 
ALL PORTLAND OKAY 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 7. 
All b. o. biz is definitely better 
here in spite of rising prices and 
labor trouble. Average quality pix 
Set good enough results and a big 
Winner such as ‘Broadway Melody’ 
hits the ducat-selling high spots. 
Most of the current fare is pro- 
Sram stuff, but no complaints from 
the b.o. point of view. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35) 
—‘Married Before Breakfast’ 
and ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U). Get- 
ting better than average play for $5,- 
500. Last week ‘Broadway Melody’ 











(MG) and ‘Love in Bungalow’ (U) | 
Closed a big second week at $6,100 | 


and moved to the Mayfair. 
week was great $9,500. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.400; 
30-55)—Broadway Melody’ (MG) 
and ‘Love in Bungalow’ (U), third 
week on main stem. Good $3,000 in 
Sight. Last week ‘Topper’ (MG) and 


First 





‘Between Two Women’ (MG), third 


| with stage show at the Met, is an- 








(FN) | 


' 


week, was average at $2,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-35)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
and “The Lady Escaped’ (Col). Well 
exploited and answering for great 
$7,500. Last week ‘Love Under Fire’ 
(Fox) and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par) 
closed for an average $4,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35—Can’t Have Every- 
thing’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Heading toward good $4,- 
200, after big $7,300 on first week. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55)—‘Confession’ (FN) and ‘Mr. 
Dodds Takes the Air’ (FN). Aver- 
age program for this house getting 
good enough $5,000. Last week ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG) closed a strong third 
week with $4,300. First two weeks 
piled up a terrific score at around 
$14,000. 


‘LIFE-MERMAN 
SOCKO 326, HUB 


Boston, Sept. 7. 

Opening the fall show season with 
a bang, Keith’s has a virtual monop- 
oly on the high-bracket biz here, 
with Ethel Merman topping stage 
show at the Boston, where ‘Life of 
the Party’ is screening, and with 
‘Thin Ice’ on dual bill at the Memo- 
rial whirling the wickets to the tune 
of $30,000. 

Much interest focuses on ‘Good 
Earth,’ soloing at the State and Or- 
pheum at pop prices. ‘Souls at Sea,’ 





other disappointing note in the cur- 
rent film setup. 

Hub theatre, formerly the Park, re- 
opened last week (2), completely 
renovated, now operated by Grand 
Theatres, Inc., with Harold Winston 
as house manager, announces first- 
run double policy at 20-30-40 scale. 

‘Zola’ opened a roadshow at the 
Colonial at $1.65 top satisfactorily. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Life of Party’ (RKO) with stage 
show, starring Ethel Merman. Jam- 
ming ’em in since opening, will hit 
socko $32,000 for eight days. Last 
week $6,000 for ‘Man Who Cried 
Wolf’ (U) and ‘Way Out West’ (MG), 
dual, okay. 

Colonial (WB) (1,643; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Zola’ (WB). Roadshow off 
to good start, and with carriage trade 
filtering back into town this week 
prospects are better for second 


stanza. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—Blonde Trouble’ (Par) and 


‘King Solomon’s Mines’ (GB), double. 
Very pale, but hypoed by holiday 
trade to fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Ar- 
tists and Models’ (Par) (2d run), and 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) (1st run), fair 
$5,500. 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40 )—‘Love 
Takes Flight’ (GN) and ‘Small Town 
Boy’ (GN), dual. Fair $4,500 for re- 
opening of former Park, dark for 
months. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO), dual. Smash 
$30,000 on the way. Already set for 
holdover of at least one more stanza. 
Biggest trade since last Astaire-Rog- 
ers film. Last week, ‘Make a Wish’ 
(RKO) and ‘Hot Water’ § (20th), 
double, somewhat pale at $13,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Souls at Sea’ (Par) and stage 
show. On the way to good $25,000 
with Labor Day stimulus. Last week 
very dull $13,500 for ‘Confession 
(WB) and stage show. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)\—"Good Earth’ (MG), single. 
Going along at good pace, $16,000. 
Last week very good $16,600 on 
‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Between Two 
Women’ (MG), dual. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35-55) 
—Blonde Trouble’ (Par) and ‘King 
Solomon’s Mines’ (GB), dual. Seedy 
$7,000 at best, and with help of Keith 
overflow. Last week, ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) (2d run) and ‘She's No 





Lady’ (Par) (st run), double, swell 
$10,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) | 
— Artists and Models’ (Par) (3d) 
run), and ‘Michael O'Halloran’ (Rep) | 
(lst run), dual. Adequate $6,500 in- 


dicated. Last week, ‘Can’t Have} 
Everything’ (20th) (3d run), and! 
‘Public Wedding’ (WB) (lst run), 


double, okay $6,700. 
State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— ; 


‘Good Earth’ (MG). Will hit not 
much better than $13,000, but oke. | 
Last week, ‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Be- | 


tween Two Women’ (MG), $13,500. | 


LONG WEEKEND 
HYPOS GROSSES 


Some Sock Figures—‘Pris- 
oner of Zenda’ Smasho 
$125,000 — ‘Double or 
Nothing’ with Shep Fields 
on Stage, $64,000, New 
Par Record Under Policy 
—Thin Ice’ $68,000, 
Zowie — ‘B’way Melody’ 
Reopens Cap, 40G 





‘FIREFLY’ OK, ‘ZOLA’ BIG 





The bovs who follow the grosses 
have a word for it this week and 
it’s terrific. Eleven downtown houses 
playing pictures at pop scales, plus 
three $2 roadshow attractions, are 
taking nearly a half million dollars 
from the Broadway fans in one week. 
The 11 pop spots, including the State 
and Palace, second runs, should total 
to around $440,000. Added to this 
will be the grosses of ‘Emile Zola,’ 
‘The Firefiy’ and ‘Souls at Sea,’ two- 
a-dayers, 

Not a single theatre is failing to 
get a break this week from all the 
elements which made this year’s 
Labor Day week-end perfect in all 
respects. In addition to getting big 
crowds from out-of-town, the weath- 
er man was manna from heaven, Ad- 
ditionally this year’s Jewish New 
Year’s fell on Monday (6) along with 
Labor Day and continued through 
yesterday (Tues.). Theatre men also 
note that an advance bunch of Le- 
gionnaires are in town, and they're 
duck soup for the theatres, restau- 
rants, bars, etc. 

In money the highest gross goes to 
the Music Hall, which is bulging this 
week and should get $125,000 with 
‘Prisoner of Zenda,’ but at the Roxy 
and Paramount even more remark- 
able things are happening. Roxy, 
with ‘Thin Ice’ and better turnover 
than the Hall is able to get, will play 
to the biggest figures in seven years. 
It looks like $68,000 on the week at 
this house. 

At the Par the first week of ‘Dou- 
ble or Nothing’ and Shep Fields adds 
up to a tremendous $64,000, the 
highest by more than $5,000 that the 
theatre has done under the present 
policy and prices. By coincidence 
Fields and his orchestra were at the 
Par last Labor Day with ‘General 
Died at Dawn,’ when house did $54,- 
000. Par ground until 6 a. m. Sun- 
day morning (5) and on both Satur- 
day and Sunday did six shows 
(stage). Roxy did six on Monday. 

‘Broadway Melody of 1938,’ which 
reopened the rejuvenated Capitol, 
looks to a fine $40,000 or better on 
its first week, while ‘Varsity Show,’ 
which has tough competition around 
it, should get $25,000, good. A very 
strong holdover is ‘Dead End,’ its 
second week at the Rivoli, meaning 
about $38,000. 

Coming to life this week, the Cri- 
terion has $12,000 or more in sight 
from ‘Bulldog Drummond Comes 
Back,” while the Rialto hops up a bit 
with ‘Borneo’ and the Louis-Farr 
fight pictures, appearing $8,500. Cen- 
tral should go to $8,000, good, with 
‘Wild and Woolly.’ 

Another very strong week is in 
the bag for Loew’s State, which held 
over its stage show from last week, 
but changed pictures, ‘Stella Dal- 
las’ being current. The countup 
should be around $36,000. Last week 
with the Harvest Moon ball winners 
and ‘Captains Courageous’ the house 
grossed $44,500, within about $80 of 
the all-time high scored by Rudy 
Vallee and ‘Libeled Lady’ on Thanks- 
giving week last year. Current pic- 
tures which are holding over include 
‘Zenda,’ ‘Thin Ice,’ ‘Double or Noth- 
ing.’ ‘Varsity Show.’ ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody’ and ‘Dead End,’ 


The $2 pictures are led by lengths | 
(third) 
virtual | 


which last week 
held its $25,000 pace as a 
sellout. "Souls at Sea’ last week (its 
fourth) slowed up, grossing $6,500. 

‘The Firefly’ had its premiere at 
the Astor Wednesday night (1) and 
on the first five days was $9,700, not 
big, but okay. This figure includes 
considerable paper second day of 
run, a custom with Metro 
splits the pass list between first two 
days. 


by ‘Zola,’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )- 
‘Firefly’ (MG) (1st week). Opened 
Wednesday night (1) and on 


five days $9,700, satisfactory but not | 


extra. 
Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 


which | 


first | 








¥ $900,000 THIS WEEK 


———S 











Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Best holiday and weather break 
| theatres here have gotten in a long 


j}time is making the exhibitors a 
happy lot currently. It was nice 
enough for the Labor Day to send 


along a three-day vacation, but the 
weather man co-operated with a rain 
and cold spell on Saturday which 
kept the folks in town for the holi- 
days 

And all the theatres downtown had 
themselves dressed up with their 
best Sunday-go-to-meeting attrac- 
| tions. Three of the loopers content- 
|}ed themselves with holdover shows, 
| but figured them stronger than weak 
first-runners. Both ‘Captains Cour- 
ageous’ and ‘Good Earth’ find them- 
selves in their third loop house this 
week, having previously shown as 
two-a-dayers and at the Roosevelt 
and United Artists, respectively. 
‘Courageous’ is now grinding at the 





‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Reopened 
house Thursday morning (2) and off 
to a good start that spells $40,000 or 
better, holding. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99 )—‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th). Do- 
ing well, about $8,000. Last week, 
‘Man in Blue’ (U), $7,000, oke. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par). This one is 
getting pretty good play, about $12,- 
000 or more. Last week, ‘Dance, 
Charlie, Dance’ (WB), under $5,000, 
poor. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Souls’ (Par) (5th week). Dipped 
last week (4th), getting $6,500 but 
remains two more laps. 

Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20 )\—Zola’ (WB) (4th week). Con- 
tinues very strongly, maintaining 
steady $25,000 pace, virtual capacity. 


Palace (1,700;  25-35-55)—‘Can’t 
Have Everything’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Reported Missing’ (U) (lst 


run), dualed. This week will be one 
of the best in a year here, $13,000 
or over. Doubleton of ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘San 
Quentin’ (WB) (2d run) also unu- 
sually strong, over $12,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and Shep 
Fields orchestra. A new high un- 
der present policy of $64,000 on first 
week ending last night (Tues.) is 
sensational. It’s Shep Fields’ third 
date at house since pit shows were 
inaugurated nearly two years ago 
and his draught, plus that of Bing 
Crosby and Martha Raye, is the an- 
swer. Show holds over. Last week, 
fourth for ‘Artists and Models’ (Par), 
$31,000, very good. 


Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
(UA) and stage show. Very heavy 
play over Labor Day weekend is 
sending gross to a staggering $125,000, 
with picture holding. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘Vogues’ (UA), $87,000, ex- 
cellent. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Borneo’ 
(20th) and Louis-Farr fight pictures. 
Fistic films held over with ‘Borneo’ 
and helping house get $8,500, good. 
On nine days, two with Louis-Farr 
pictures, ‘Bad Guy’ (MG), over 
$10,000. 

Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d week). A pretty 
little b. o. baby, $50,000, smash, first 
week and on second ending last 
night (Tues.) around $38,000, excel- 
lent. Sticks. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—Thin 
Ice’ (20th) and stage show. Twentieth- 
Fox took over operation of house 
with this picture, which was picking 
its shots perfectly as house marches 
out to do the biggest gross in seven 
years, $68,000. Holds. Last week, 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) tapered off 
a bit toward the end, winding up 
with $44,500, but big. 

Strand (2,767: 
Show’ (WB). Competition among 
| musicals very keen this week but in 

spite of notices that weren't strong, 
| the take should be around $25,000, 
, good. Stays another week. Last 
week, ‘Confession’ (WB) (2d week), 
around $12,000, mild. 
| State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Stella Dal- 
las’ (UA) (2d run) (lst week), and 
vaude, headed by Harvest Moon ball 
| winners (2d week). Money continu- 

ing to flow in very freely, the out- 
| took being good for a 





| Garrick, 


25-55-75 )—‘ Varsity | 


Raiey Labor Day Weekend Booms 
Chi, Pix Good Biz Ditto; ‘Varsity 
Show’ $20,000, ‘Dead End’ 226, Big 


While ‘Earth’ is turning 
over at the Apollo, where it had pre- 
viously ritzed it at $1.65 per. 

‘Artists and Models’ is in the sec- 
ond half of its fortnight’s stay at the 
Chicago and perking again after hav- 
ing slowed down in midweek. No- 
tices have been mixed, but the public 
reaction has been excellent. 

Two big entries are ‘Dead End’ and 
‘Varsity Show’ at the run spots, while 
Palace, Oriental and State-Lake are 
parading their usual and _ typical 
vaudfilm line-ups. This is the last 
week for the low-priced policy at the 
Oriental 

Last week's heat gave the loop 
subsequent run houses one of their 
biggest weeks of business. Usually 
getting an almost capacity business 
late afternoons and evenings, last 
week the early morning and late 
shows also got jamfull attendance. 

With seven or eight o'clock open- 


ings, most of the nine 15-centers 
were rushed as soon as the ticket 
office curtain was pulled up. Class 


of people differed somewhat, too. As 


a rule, these houses get the mob 
who’re downtown answering the 


help-wanted ads, or maids on their 
day off. but last week everybody 
came, particularly in the early morn- 
ing and late night periods, when the 
other houses were closed. 

Theatre operators had a couple 
complaints. One, that their regulars 
were staying for a couple shows, cut- 
ting down the potential take: and sec- 
ond, that their cooling systems didn’t 
have the capacity to take care of 
temperatures set by so much sun and 
sO many bodies crowded into one 
space. Consequently, they feel that 
their houses didn’t gain all in fu- 
tures that they might have, had con- 
ditions been different. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 35-45-65-75) 
—Good Earth’ (MG). Back here for 
its third house in loop, and now 
grinding to okay $6,000. with the 
holidays a great help. ast week 
‘Trader Horn’ (MG) reissued itself to 
a fair $5,300. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and Jack 
Denny band on stage (2d week). En- 
tire shebang going along at a profit- 
able clip, building again after mid- 
week letdown, and will garner 
around $38,000 currently. on the 
right side of the books. Last week 
was a money session at $46,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Its 
third loop spot and clicking still to 
$6,000; strong male play. Last week 
‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th) fin- 
ished its third downtown session to 
pleasant $4,800. 


Oriental (B&K) (3,200: 25-35-55- 
65)—Wine, Women’ (WB) = and 
vaude. Not too hot again. House 


has decided to duck the policy, and 
is going in for name stagers and top- 
notch pictures immediately. Around 
$17,000 currently, just so-so. Last 
week ‘It’s All Yours’ (Col) hardly 
much better at $17,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Not much excitement about this one, 
and depending plenty on the holiday 
trade for its fairish $19,000. Last 
week ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) held 
down to $16,600, so-so. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Varsity Show’ (WB). Opened 
Saturday (4), and looks ready for a 
bang-up session at this small house. 
Waring band name on the flicker 
helping considerably at the wicket, 
brightening register to $20,000, sun- 
shine and roses. Last week ‘Coura- 
geous’ (MG) slowed down in its sec- 
ond grind here to $11,100. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2.700: 25-35- 
45-55)——‘On Avgain’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Started weak, but this house 


always has a clientele that guaran- 
tees the right break. Around $13.000, 
all right. Last week ‘Reported Miss- 
ing’ (U) held to same pace at oke 
512,800. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) 


(1.700; 
35-45-65-75) — ‘Dead End’ (UA). 





big $36,000. 
| Last week this vaude show and ‘Cap- 


Opened on Saturday (4) and iooks 
| vapable of genuine business from the 
| getaway. Upping into the britht 
marks of box office at $22,000. Last 
| week ‘Good Earth’ (MG) settled ta 
| $12,300 on its second session here. 
Erlanger (1,400; 55-83-31.10-$1.65 )—~ 
‘Zola’ (WB) (2d week) Big win- 
ner in the roadshow field, and tossed 
in a first session last week at better 





tains Courageous’ (MG) (2d run).! than $15,000. Would be able to stick 
$44.500, less than $100 of the record | around, but will have to scram on ace 
hieh for all time set by Rudy Vallee | count of legit bookings in the house, 
j; and ‘Libeled Lady’ (MG) last} Much credit due to smart publicity 


Thanksgiving. 


advance 


by Sam Clark of Warners. 
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? Records Fall in Pitt: ‘Horizon’ 


Wow at 18G, Henie’s Smash $11,250 


—----—— + 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 





| hind the«same period a year ago, so 
| goes theatre row chatter. 
| After the State Fair, the next hope 


Pius > ler , >I ver 
w sear Fel rogaine ‘Day |is liberally allowanced college boys 
and Jewish holidays, jamming the | starting Sept. 15. 
downtown area and making biz gen- | Estimates for This Week 
erally something to talk about again. | Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 


However, it’s the smaller-seat houses 
that are taking the play away from | 
the bigger sites. 


In case of Alvin and Fulton. it'll 
be new house records for both of 
them, ‘Lost Horizon’ at former and 
Thin Ice’ at latter, with h.o.’s al- 
ready announced and third weeks 
practically certain. ‘San Quentin’ 
and Eddy Duchin’s band at Stanley 
staried out slowly, terrific heat of 
Friday (3) besting it, but picked up 
smarily Monday and. should finish 
strong. Same thing was true of 
“Varsity Show’ at Penn -but it, too, 


snot forward smartly on Sunday and | 


will likely hold pace down home 
stretch. : ; ‘ 
Heat kicked first week of ‘Zola’ | 


rcadshow at Nixon but drop in mer- | 
cury expected to be big help in sec- | 
ond stanza and should send take | 
several grand above opening figures. | 
Art Cinema still riding along with | 


‘Damaged Iives.’ flicker going into} 
ninth week and still showing some 
profit. End near, however, since 


foreign film site expects to resume 
old policy in fortnight. 
Estimates fcr This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-55-50)-- 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). For first time 
since going straight pix. house has 
upped top, from 40 to 50c, and will 
hit new all-time record, shooting for 
close to $18,000, sensational. Even 
without raised admission, take would 
likely have cracked old mark. Sticks 
for second session and should have 
no trouble knocking down a third, 
something only one other flicker 
has ever done at this site. Last week 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) and 
‘King Solomon’s Mines’ (GB) turned 
in neat $6,300, with the reissue get- 
ting most of credit for nice showing. 

Art Cimema (Hendel) (290; 25-50) 
—‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) (9th). 
Going on and on, and estimated that 
70,000 people have already seen it in 
this small seater. Heat hurt it some- 
what last week but knocking off 
around $1,000 every seven days and 
that’s enough to get out in clear. 

Fultén (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Thin Ice’ (20th). Henie becomes 
top-notch b.o. name with only her 
second picture. Smashing marks 
daily and will hang up new house 
record, around $11,250 to better pre- 
vious mark, made when house top 
was 10c higher, by $1,000. Will stick 
three weeks for release of ‘Lancer 
Spy’ (20th) and may even get a 
fourth. Last week ‘Oh, Doctor’ (U) 
and ‘One Mile from Heaven’ (20th) 
around $3,100. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Zola’ (WB). First week a 
disappointment but it was the heat. 
House isn’t cooled and is known as 
the worst hot-box in town during 
‘warm weather. Patrons were walk- 
ing out in middle of picture, unable 
to stand the humidity. Even at that, 
first week’s take was around $7,500, 
a definite tribute to the Muni starrer. 
and management is confident that 
second week, now that weather has 
broken, will be several grand. above 
that. Any improvement will mean 
third week since Nixon's legit season 
doesn’t open until Sept. 20. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)\—Varsity Show’ (WB). Musical 
well liked but got away slowly on 
account of temperature. Rain on 
peer mts however, picked it up im- 
mediately on following day and 
should finish strong. Looks like 
$14,500 anyway. Last week ‘Artists 


‘House of Secrets’ (Ches) and ‘Road 
to Glory’ (20th) split with ‘Rustlers 


Valley’ (Par) and ‘Ramona’ (20th). 
Slump still on, $700. Last week, 
‘Riders of the Dawn’ (Mono) and 
‘Westbound Limited’ (U) split with 


‘Blazing Barriers’ (Mono) and ‘Rose 
of the Rancho’ (Par), n.g. $750. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Exclusive’ (Par). If the State Fair 
continues to pull them, week will 


be good, around $2,650, nice. Last 
week ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO, fair, 
$2.300. 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,350: 10-15-20 )— 


‘Last Train From Madrid’ (Par) plus | 
Doing pretty | 


Louis-Farr fight films. 
well considering this hotbox: $1.800 
in sight over the long pull. Last 


| week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Midnight | 


Medonna’ (Par) svlit with ‘Angel's 


Holiday’ (20th) plus ‘Wild Money’ | 


(Par), just fair. $1.000. 

Stuart (LTC) (1.900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par). Cut out 
for this week of celebration. likelv 
to go well with the Fair folks and 
“et $3.700 or better. Last week. ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG) -smacked ’em on the 
nose, swell. $4,000. 

Varsity (West!-nd) (1.100: 10-15)— 
‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col) sharing with 
‘Dangerous Adventure’ (Col). Pic- 


been back. 
‘Deeds’ is 
and 
be 


original opening. Has 
this meking third time. 
being shown four times dailv 
‘Adventure’ twice, monev will 


the Orient’ (Col) plus ‘Loves. Takes 
Flight’ (GN), under average, $800. 


Denver Digs Deep 
For Pix; ‘Vogues 








Denver, Sept. 7. 

Labor Day business was heavy, 
with the Orpheum setting a house 
record for double bill openings with 
‘Make a Wish’ and ‘Super-Sleuth.’ 

‘Lost Horizon’ goes into a fourth 
week in first-runs by being moved to 
the Paramount after a strong week 
at the Broadway. ‘Souls at Sea’ is 
being held’ a second week at the 
Denham, following repeated holdouts. 
‘Vogues’ topped the town at the Den- 
ver. 

‘Broadway Melody’ held strong in 
a five-day holdover at the Orpheum, 
going out to give the house a new 
show Labor Day. ‘Thin Ice’ played 
to several holdouts and goes to the 
Broadway for a third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)—‘"Thin 
Ice’ (20th). following a week at the 
Denver. Fine biz at $5,000. Last 
week ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) did the 
same, following a week at the Den- 
ver, and went to the Broadway. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), following a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 








and Models’ (Par) a disappointment, 


din. Near $4,000, great. Last week 


$15,500 not bad but much more was |‘Pjatinum Blonde’ (Col) and ‘Dan- 


expected on strength 


*San Quentin’ «FN) and Eddy 


Duchin’'s band. Another slow starter | 


but picking up smartly and the sort 
once under way. 
000, very good. Last week ‘Exclu- 
sive’ (Par) and Clyde McCoy's orch 
fell off badly last couple of davs after 
swell getaway, whittling expected 
$25.000 down to around $21,090. 
vearner (V/7B) (2.000: 25-40)— 
“Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and ‘Marry 
the Girl’ (WB). . Laugh bill getting 
its share of holiday crowds and 
ought to come pretty Close to $5.009 
in six days, not bad at all. House 
geis back to regular Thursday open- 


That means $26,- 


ines this week with ‘Meet the Missus’ | 


(RKO) and ‘Talent Scout’ .(FN). 
Last week ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG), 
brought here after sensational week 
at Penn. hed enough left to turn in 
crack $28,000. 


STATE FAIR BOOMING 
LINCOLN: ‘A.8if.’ $3,700 


Lincoln, Sept. 7. 

State Fair is drawing the crowds 
to .own and as yet there’s no ban 
on adolescent theatre attendance due 
to the infantile paralysis scare as in 
other key spois, notably Omaha. 
With a break in weather, shows are 
going to come off with some extra 
bucks and it’s about time. Both cir- 





euit strings are from 5 to 10G‘’s be-, 


of picture’s| serous Adventure’ 
showings elsewhere. | 


° } 
Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-35-60!— | Fire’ (Col), which had just finished 


| 40 i—‘Souls at Sea’ 
| traffic at $8,500. Last week ‘Blonde 
| Trouble’ (Prr) was noor at $3.500. 


(Col). Yanked 
afier three days and ‘Love Under 


a week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, was substituted. Gross for the 


of show that should maintain pace — was a fair $3,000, done mostly 
vt 


vy the latter film. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1.500; 25-35- 


(Par). Heavy 


(Fox) (2.500: 25-35-50)— 
of 1938’ (UA), and stave 
Down slightlv from last week. 
|but great nevertheless. at $17.000. 
| Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) cracked 
|plong to elose to a house record, 
| doine $17,500, and was moved to the 
Aladdin. bs 

Orpheum (RKO) (2 609: 25-35-40) 
—Broadway Melody’ (MG) and ‘Bor- 
der Cafe’ (RKO). 5-day holdover. 
Fine soing at $7.000. Last week the 
duo got terrific $12.000. 

Parameourt (Fox) (2.000: 25-40)— 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th) and ‘Inder 
Red Robe’ (20th). Acceptable biz at 


Denver 
‘Vovues 
band. 


©2500. Lest week ‘One Mile From 
Hepven’ (20th) and ‘Armored Car’ 
(U) did the same. 


‘BROTHERS’ SHOVES OFF 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Production of ‘Brothers of the 
West’ is under way at Victory Pro- 
ductions with Sam Katzman direct- 
ing a troupe headed by Tom Tyler. 
Others in the cast are Dorothy 
Short, Lois Wilde, Roger Williams 
|; Dave O’Brien, Bob Terry and For- 
; rest Taylor. 


ture set a record for holdovers in | 
this town by staying 5 weeks on its | 


sood..$1,300. Last week. ‘Outlews of | 


BROOKLYN BiZ BULLY 


‘London’ 





'All Heuses Oke—Dallas,’ 
Dual Fine $16,500 


Brooklyn, Sept. 7. 

Instead of flocking to the beaches 
and parks, Labor Dayers marched to 
downtown b.o.’s for two reasons. 
One, rainy weather; two, excellent 
attractions on practically all screens. 

RKO Albee, Loew’s Met and Fa- 
bian Par all doing nicely and not 
complaining. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) ‘Road 

Back’ (U) and ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ 





(20th), dual. Will obtain excellent 
$15,500. Last week ‘Can’t Have 
Everything’ (20th) and ‘Lady Es- 





capes’ (20th) (2d week) $13,500, okay. | 


Fox 
Car’ 


(4,000; 


$12,000 anticipated. Last week ‘Roar- | 


ing Timter’ (Col) and ‘Talent Scout’ 
(WB) the same. 
Met (2.400; 25-35-55)—‘Stella Dal- 


las’ (UA) and ‘London by Night’ | 
(MG). Wil! do well; about $16,500. 
Last week ‘Captains Courageous’ 


(MG) (2a week) got nice $14,000. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Confession’ (WB) and ‘Dance, 
| Charlie, Dance’ (WB). Satisfactory 
$14,500. Last week ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) and ‘She’s No Lady’ 
(2d week), $15,000, okay. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘I Cover 
War’ (U) and ‘Special Agent 

Okay $5,000 expected. Last 


| the 
K-7.’ 





week 
‘Meet 
same. 


THIN ICE’ THICK 
$15,000 INK. C. 


‘ Kansas City, Sept. 7. 

Piz emporiums are getting a fine 
play over the holiday week-end. Kids 
romn back to school Tuesday (7), 
i\which will probably put a damper on 
| late in the week. 
| Week-end was one lobby wait after 
|another for ‘Thin Ice’ at the Fox. 
| ‘Dead End,’ Midland got ga-ga press 
notices and biz is plentiful. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Empress (Indie) (1,450; 25)—For- 
|mer burly stand trying to break. in 
las a first-run with a straight two- 

Boys have lots of ideas 


‘Reported Missing’ (U) and | 
the Boy Friend’ (Rep) the | 
' 








This week 


| bit get in. 
ered |and they'll need ‘em. 
$ |“Marihuana’ (Indie) getting splash 


selling. Probably will be held. until 
| it’s worn out. Current week augurs 
|fair $4,500. Last week ‘Back Stage’ 
(GB) and ‘Great Hospital Mystery’ 
(20th) left a sad $1,500. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) and Louis-Farr 
slug ditty. Stepped in a day early 
and looks like fair $7,000. Last week 
‘Confession’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Dodd 
Takes Air’ (WB) took $5,000, poor, 
six days. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) and Can’t Last For- 
ever’ (Col). Fine combo, $14.500. 
Last week ‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Men 
Are Not Gods’ (LF) $2,000, good. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and ‘Flight 
from Glory’ (RKO) nus.h. at $4,500. 
Last week ‘Great Gambini’ and 
‘Dance, Charlie. Dance’ (WB) a 5- 
dav sleener, $3.500, awful. 

Fox (Fox) (2,200; 25-35-40)—For- 
merly Tower, house this week bows 
in under its new tag: ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th), although fetching a sour 
press, smacked out best Friday and 
Saturday biz this location has ever 
done. Beat former opening day rec- 
ord made hy ‘Magnificent Obsession’ 
by $400. Week’s biz should shoot to 
great $15.000. Last week ‘Love Un- 
der Fire’ (20th) went over expec- 
tations to fine $11.000. Looks like 
| they’re finally getting something in 


this stand. 

Uptown (Fox) (2.020; 25-40)— 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th). Moved 
here per custom for second week. 
Looks tough at $3,000. Last week 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th) and ‘Bor- 
neo’ (20th) stayed eight day to weak 
©3.800. 


SEATTLE B.0.’S UP: 








‘TOPPER’ WOW $16,000 





Seattle, Sept. 7. 


Big Labor Day parade of 25,000) 


broke local records and kept many | Last 


folks in town. on this. the final vaca- 
tion stretch for outdoor resorts, 
the holiday proved a distinct 


Parade aroused keener interest 


25-35-55 )—‘Armored { 
(U) and ‘Gangway’ (GB). Okay 





SO | 
help. i, 


among the populace because CIO was} 


locally has shown tremendous gains. | 


Good 
this 


attractions at all 
week. which helps. 
Ectimates fer This Weck 
Blue Meuse 
(900: 16-27)—‘Knight Without Armor’ 
| (UA) ard ‘Talent Scout’ (FN), dual. 


(Hamrick-Evergreen ) | 


theatres | Good Earth’ (MG), 


Sports and Infantile Scare Dent 
Det.; ‘Everything -Rubinoff 356 





Lewis fight pix and ‘Girls Can Play’ 
(Col), dual. Getting the sports out 
for about $3.200, fair enough. Last 
week, ‘Legion of Missing Men’ 
(Mono) and “Two of Us’. (GB), dual, 
held four davs to make way for fight, 
okay at $1,400. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.400: 32-37-42 \—‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MGM) and Coronation film (2d 
week). Still knocking ‘em off; $6,500 
good after $10,000, big. last week. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.900: 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (3d week). Hcid- 
ing only five davs to make way for 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) Probably $5.- 
500. big, after socko 2d week $6,700. 

Music ..Box ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 


| (900; 32-37-42 )—*Good Earth’ (MGM), 


the Paramount. 
good. Last week. 
‘Wee Willie’ (20th) and ‘Sing and 
Be Happy’ (20th) dual (3d week) 
eight days. dandy at $3,700. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700: 32-37-42)—‘Topner’ (MGM) 
and ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th), 
dual. Big campaign for the former, 
heading towards $10.000, remarkable. 
Last week. ‘Can't Have Everything’ 
(20th) and ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) 
dual (3d week). good at $5,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.450: 16-27)— 
‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ (Mono) and 
vaude. Great total at $4,400. Last 
week, ‘Meet Bov Friend’ (Rep): and 
vaude, okay at $3.400. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106: 32-37-42 }\—‘Souls at Sea’ (WB) 


after two weeks at 
Probablv $4,200. 





and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par), dual. 
Looks like an easy $10.500, great. 
Last week, ‘Good Earth’ (MGM) 


(2d week). $7.800. big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850: 21-32) 
—‘Singing Marine’ (WB) and ‘Meet 
the Missus’ (RKO), dual. Paced at 
$3.000, good. Last week. ‘Riding on 
Air’ (RKO) and ‘King of Gamblers’ 
(Par), dual, $2.600, good. 


Stella’ $15,000, 
Varsity $14,000, 
‘Strong in Cincy 





Cincinnati, Sept. 7. 

‘Stella Dallas’ is fronting this 
week’s b. 0. procession, racking up 
$15,000 for the Palace. Rght behind 
is ‘Varsity Show,’ pulling $14,000 at 
the Albee, and ‘Lost Horizon,’ which 
is registering $17,000 in first 10 days 
of its run at the Shubert. 

Keith’s is ticketed for $4.500 on 
‘It’s All Yours’ and ‘Wild and Woolly’ 
at the Lyric for an eight-day stay 
has a $4,000 tag. 

_Holiday-padded weekend biz for 
cinemas was helped by rain Satur- 
day (4) night that held through 
Sunday (5), hurting patronage for 
parks on their season's finale and 
keeping lotsa natives from motor 
jaunts into the wide open spaces. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)— 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB). Good, $14.- 
000. Last week ‘Love Under Fire’ 
(20th). $12,000. okay. 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 35-42)— 
‘Bradway Melody’ (MG) (3d wk). 
ih $4,500. .Last week $6,500, tune- 
ul. 


Family (RKO) (1.000: 15-25)— 
‘Border Cafe’ (RKO) and ‘Cali- 
fornian’ (20th). split. Good, $2,300. 


Last week ‘Bad Whispers’ (Ind) and 
‘You Can't Buy Luck’ (RKO), splt, 
$2,100, average. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40)— 
‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th) (4th 
wk). Good, $3,000. Last week 
$3,500, all right. 

Keith's (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘It’s All Yours’ (Col). Fair, $4.500. 
Last week ‘Dodd Takes Air’ (WB). 
$4,000, fair. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-42)—‘Wild 
and Woolly’ (20th). In for eight 
days, $4.000, far. Last week ‘Wild 
Money’ (Par), six days, $2.500, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Swell, $15.000. 
week ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO). 
six days, $7,500. sour. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 
Lost Horizon’ (Col). 
day (37) for a run. 
Was bv 


preceded 25-day run on 


which fetched 


$22,500, nice. 


} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


About $2,600, good. Last week (27c. | 


pil dav). ‘Rose-Marie’ 
‘Hell Divers’ 
| great at $4,500. 


(MGM) and 


| 900: 21-52 )— 


and ‘13th Chair’ (MGM), dual. Looks | 


| to &o £4,000. rood. Last week, ‘Siar 
Ys Porn’ A) and ‘Great Hospital 
Mystery’ (20th), dual. $3.700, good. 
| Colonial (Sterling) (850; 27)—Farr- 


{ 


32 )—*Mountain Music’ (Par) | 


| 


! 


| 
| 


OKAY FOR TITLE 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


, : 2e ffecie » Gee, | : . - 
ql | Tieup has been effecied by Para- | ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB) and vaude. 
‘MGM), dual, reissues, | Mount with Fawcetts ‘True Confes- 





| 


21-32-42 )— | 





35-42 )— | 
Opened Tues- | 
[ Biz for first 10 | 
barred and the A. F. L. membership | 4@ys a cinch to hit $17,000, sock. | 


-——— 


Detroit, Sept. 7, 

Cooling showers over weekend not 
enough to deter final fling at outdoor 
attractions, so biz generally is off 
around town. Free Gold Cup boat 
races and other sport 
coupled with scare over infantile 
paralysis, altogether too much com- 
petish. 

Only house doing anything is Fox, 
showing “You Can’t Have Everything’ 
plus Rubinoff and fiddle on 
Attraction figures to hold fo, 
sessions. 


Estimates for This Week 


contests, 


Silage, 


dans 
iwo 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700. 25-40)—~ 
‘Road Back’ (U) (2d week) and 
‘Born Reckless’ (U), duai. Former 
opus moved here from Fox. and 


combo figures to get good $5,300 in 


view of counter-attractions. Last 
session around $5,500. norma!. for 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (29th) plus ‘Lady 
Escapes’ (20th). 

Cass (Indie) (1,400; $1.65 top)— 
‘Zola’ (WB) (2d week). Two-a-day 


roadshow clipping off good $7.500 on 
second stanza, following nice $11.000 
first week. Pulls out next Saturday 
(11) for play at this legit house. 
Fox (Indie) (5,000:  30-40-65)— 
‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th) with 
Rubinoff heading vaude. Combo a 
cinch for sock dough. at close to 
$35,000. ‘Road Back’ (U), plus vaude, 
got around $25,000,. nice, last week. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2.000: 
30-40-65 )—‘Artists and Models’ (Par) 
(2d week). Moved here from Michi- 
gan, should grab oke $4.990 in view 
of things. Fourth session of ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG) finished: wiih) oke $3,- 
500, following sessions of $13,500, $8,- 
000 and $4,500 at pop prices. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
30-40-65 )—Varsity Show’ (WB) and 
stage show. Good $23,500. Last 
stanza a big winnah at $33.000 on 


‘Artists and Models’ -(Par) plus 
vaude. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) +3,- 
000; 25-40)—‘You’re Telling Me’ 


(Par) and Louis-Farr fite pix. Latter 
accounting for lot of house's take at 
one $7,000, but not up to previous 
te flickers. ‘San Quentin’ (WB), 
plus ‘Dance, Charlie, Dance’ (WB) 
got normal $6,400 last week. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG) (2d week). Still getting good 


| play at $9,500, following hefty open- 


ing session of $15,000. May hold for 
third stanza. 


‘Thin Ice’ Sock $8,000, 
‘Horizon’ Fine $9,500; 
Hix (?) Help Ind. Biz 


= 


Indianapolis. Sept. 7. 

Thousands of rural visitors in the 
city for the state fair are boosting 
downtown theatre grosses consider- 
ably. “Thin Ice’ is taxing the capac- 
ity of the small Apollo and is sure to 
hold over for a second week. Its 
starting pace is surpassing anything 
the house has done in two vears. 
‘Lost Horizon,’ in its pop-priced run 
at Loew’s, is also in the money. It’s 
coupled by the Louis-Farr fight films, 
but they don’t seem to be a source 
of much interest to ticket biivers. 

Vaudfilm Lyric, with the only 
stage show in the Hoosier state. is 
getting a majority of -the trensient 
trade from the sticks. even though 
the bill is lightweight. Last week 
this house topped everv gross at 
every price scale in its 25-vear his- 
tory with the Eddy Duchin erch and 
‘Confession’ by garnering $16.000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ancllo (Fourth Ave.) (1.100: 25-40) 
—Thin Ice’ (20th). Best weck since 
‘Steamboat Round the Bend’ in 1935. 
Sure to hold over, with opening 
week vromising big $8000. Last 
week, Borneo’ (20th) and ‘Hot Water’ 
(20th). sad at $2,100. 

Circle (Monarch) (2.800: 
‘Make a Wish’ (RKO). duniecd 
‘Hideaway’ (RKO). Bobbv Breen 
plaved up and -results fairly good 
at $5.300. Last week, ‘Souls 7t Sea 
(Par) en twin bill with ‘Blonde 
Trouble’ (Par), was plenty okay at 
$7,500. 

Leew’s (Loew's) (2.400: 25-40)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and fight film. 
Previous road-show run not success- 








25-40 )— 


with 


ful, except in a publicity wev. which 
| aids the vop-priced run. Trke looks 
like $9.500. excellent. Ist week, 
‘Deed Fnd’ (UA) and ‘Can't Last 


at sions’ magazine for use of the mag | 
| Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) (1. | title in the film. 


for a small! role in the picture by 
Producer Albert Lewin and Director 
Wesley Ruggles. 


| ish bill to a dandy $9.500 gross. 
Eleanor Fisher, Chicago girl who | 


whi i all- 
won a Fawcett contest. has been set | DUchin orch on stage topped the al 


—— 


Forcver’ (Col), $8,500. very good. 
Lyric (Olson) (2.000; 25-50-40 )— 


Out-of-town visitors interested in a 
stage show are bolstering this weak- 
Last 
week. ‘Confession’ (WB) and Eddy 
time houvce record with smash S16.- 
000. Duchin. who was fiven ¢ edit 
for the record week, did five shows 
every day and six on Saturday. 
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aside Stuff—Pictures 


Syniphony recording for ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) was made by Leopold 
Stokowski and the Philadelphia Orchestra last spring in the Academy of 
Music, Philadelphia. RCA handled the technical end, using a special 17- 
channel pickup designed from suggestions by Stokowski. Conductor ap- 
pears in the pic, getting what is undoubtedly the biggest buildup ever 
handed a symph batoner in films. Philadelphia Orchestra musicians, how- 
ever, do not appear in the film, Hollywood players going through the 
motions of playing before the camera. 

To those familiar with Stokowski the film is surprisingly realistic. Fig- 
ured likely the maestro suggested many of the story touches which typify 
the backstage doings of an orchestra and its conductor. Stage doorman 
of ‘100 Men and a Girl’ is undoubtedly based on life. Stokowski calls him 
‘Marshall’ in the pic and his hefty build is similar to that of Marshall 
Betz, major domo of the Academy of Music in Philly and a familiar char- 
acter in musical circles there. 

One thing in the film has been romanticized—Stoki’s appearance when 
conducting an orchestra rehearsal. Actually sits on a tall stool while 
rehearsing the symphers and is rarely as neatly dressed as shown in the 
pic. Is noted, however, as insisting on visitors being barred from re- 
hearsals—just as shown in ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ Film is having its: world’s 
preem at the Fox, Philly, this week. 

Hanging sequence in Metro’s ‘The Women Men Marry,’ a grim and real- 
istic scene of an execution, excited some adverse comment in the lobby 
of a Los Angeles theatre after the preview. John Wray, the gallows vic- 
tim, was led into the execution chamber with legs and arms tightly bound. 
Scene showed him dragged up the fatal 13 steps, the actual drop of the 
body through the trap, then flashed to the police surgeon with stethoscope. 
It was pointed out that with censors in certain key states, notably New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Illinois, certain to scissor the sequence, 
comment among insiders was that Metro might as well have saved its 
footage though admitting the scene was remarkably well done’ with a com- 
plete absence of hoke. Picture was produced by Michael Fessier who has 
bowed out as a producer to return to writing. 

Paramount and Samuel Goldwyn who have been feuding for about a 
year over the services of Gary Cooper have settled their differences. In- 
sofar-as known no money changed hands, and Par discontinued its suit for 
$5,000,000 damages against Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., Ltd. The settlement 
was not unexpected. The parties have signed a pact and under this new 
agreement, Par agrees to let Goldwyn have Director Henry Hathaway for 
three pictures, while Goldwyn agrees to let Paramount have Gary Cooper 
for one picture. There is no indication from the parties when Paramount 
is to get Hathaway or when Goldwyn lets Par have Cooper. 

Feud broke after Gary Cooper signed away from Par, with Goldwyn. 
Par then filed suit for damages allegedly arising out of that Cooper-Gold- 
wyn pact. 





‘The Devil Is Driving’ (Col) received a publicity break when the Asso- 
ciated Press sent out a story that the police justice in Endicott, N. Y., had 
sentenced a man to see the film, as part of the penalty for reckless opera- 
tion of a car. A number of papers carried the yarn under headline} 
‘Driver Sentenced to Attend Movie.’ 

Foreign-born star, whose present release is one of the hits of the year, 
began production by saying she didn’t like the story and doubled that by 
saying later that the script was even viler than the original. She kept this 
up all during the production and succeeded in getting the writer and 
director off her for life, both vowing never to make another picture with 
her. Her answer to how anything so bad could be turned into one of the 
year’s gayest pictures is simply, ‘Acting. The way I trouped in that pic- 
ture I could make ‘The Ladder’ look like “Tovarich’.’ 





Second guessers who were talking about Sonja Henie and Deanna Dur- 
bin’s repeat chances have switched since the skating star’s ‘Thin Ice’ has 
hit the marquees, and Miss Durbin’s ‘100 Men and a Girl’ has scored a 
preview smash. The first Henie pic, ‘One in a Million,’ was one of 20th- 
Fox’s heaviest grossers last season, while her new one is batting very high 
everywhere it’s been shown. ‘Three Smart Girls’ was the Durbin debut, 
with the second one on the mark and, with preview raves what they are, 
wiseacres figure it can’t miss. 





H. Wayne Pierson, former film executive, is chairman of the Regular 
Democratic Organization campaign committee for Queens, on behalf of 
the James C. Sheridan candidates, in the present mayoralty campaign, 
namely Jeremiah T. Mahoney, Frank J. Taylor and William F. Brunner. 
Headquarters are in Jamaica. Pierson, with Eddie Dowling, helped or- 
ganize the Franklin D: Roosevelt Stage. Screen and Radio division in the 
presidential campaigns. 

Walter. Wanger is sneak-previewing his last two pictures, ‘52d Street’ 
and ‘Stand-In,’ in New York, and for that purpose flew his chief cutter, 
and film editor, Otho Lovering, east. It’s been a long time since a Holly- 
wood producer has done his sneak-previewing east. Wanger plans re- 
turning to the Coast this week or early next. 








Realignment of the sales division of a major company is in prospect. 
Understood that this firm is in the market for a new distribution chief and 
that the present head of sales of the firm will sever connection there in 
four to six weeks. 

Mischa Auer is a grandson of Leopold Auer, though his name isn’t Auer, 
‘he being related to the violinist through his mother, who was Leopold’s 


daughter. 








TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Paramount switched ‘Gun Smoke’ 
to ‘Thunder Trail,’ fourth time tag 
has been changed. 
‘Trouble for Two,’ Republic, be- 
comes ‘Youth on Parole.’ 


Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento 


Pan-American Kadio Productions, Inc.; 
subscribed 





foie bata : eet — Rafael Eli- Republic’s ‘Treasure Hunt’ will be 
ectors: Lue voll illegas, released as ‘The Wrong Road. 

falde, Ivan lL. Hiler. Radio abandoned the tag ‘Don’t 
Leland Hayward & Co., Ltd.; theatrical! Forget to Remember’ in favor of 

@gency; capital stock, 1,000 shares, par | “There Goes the Groom.’ 

$10; permitted to issue all. Directors:| ‘Don’t Pull Your Punches,’ War- 


Leland Hayward, James R. Cowan, Harry | ner feature, is now called ‘The Kid 
F. Sokolov, Sig Marcus and Aiwin j Comes Back.’ 
ohnson, Universal has switched the tag on 
Spectra Pictures, Inc.; picture produc- | ‘Mightier Than the Sword’ to ‘A Girl 








ing; capital stock, 250 shares, par $100; i. joan * 
; : 7 29 ‘ , with Ideas. 
de ( ( s : shares, ectors P > 
te 2° ll gga 3 od - ete New Lily Pons film at RKO has 
Donald Kolis and George KE, Meyers undergone a title switch from : It 
Never Happened Before’ to ‘Hitting 
a New High.’ 
OKLAHOMA a 
Oklahoma City : 
thih Century-Fox Film Corp., Nev | YAWITZ S MUDDLER 
ik, 


1 . | 
Nas increased its capital stock in 


Ollahoma from $18,173.83 to $19,149.53. 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Paul Yawitz has been assigned to 
script ‘The Muddled Deal’ at RKO. 
Edward Kaufman will produce. 
Bert Granet draws the scrib as- 
signment on ‘Taking the Town,’ a 
Maury Cohen production. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Metro purchased ‘The Conqueror’ 
from Peter B. Kyne. 





jage are being openly admitted 





Paralysis 








(Continued from page 1) 





which 
trade. 

Opening of schools has been set 
back to week of Sept. 13, and 
all public gatherings discouraged. 
Swimming pools have been closed, 
and cireus has been kept out of town. 

Ban in effect over Labor Day cuts 
out one of show business’ best days 
of the year. 

First of week something like 80 
cases have been reported here, worst 
in score of years or more. 

Order effective Aug. 28 has caused 
innumerable changes in bookings 
and has upset whole industry 


depend heavily on family 


Montreal, Sept. 7. 

For the first time in approximately 
10 years, children under 16 years of 
into 
film houses in Montreal and other 
towns and villages throughout the 
Province of Quebec. Last week the 
Capitol (F. P.-Can.) started advertis- 
ing special 10 a.m. shows for children 
with ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ and the 
Coronation films in color as an added 
attraction, at a two-bit tariff for 
children and grownups alike. 

What juvenile attendance may 
mean eventually to local box offices 
may be estimated when it is figured 
that the 2,400 seat Capito! was near 
capacity at the 10 o’clock morning 
show. 





London, Can., Sept. 7. 

With an epidemic of infantile 
paralysis sweeping sections of On- 
tario and with many deaths reported 
from the larger centers of the 
Province, London theatre managers, 
acting in conjunction with the Lon- 
don Board of Health, will not allow 
children admission to theatres until 
the epidemic is completely under 
control. 

Theatre managers report business 
‘away down’ but are not complain- 
ing as they feel that by closing thea- 
tres to children they are doing their 
part to stay the advance of the 
dread epidemic. 





Toronto’s Nosedive 


Toronto, Ont., Sept. 7. 

With an infantile paralysis scare 
hitting all Ontario, box office re- 
ceipts at the Canadian National Ex- 
hibition and at all theatres have 
nose-dived deplorably. Decrease in 
attendance at the exhibition runs to 
228,000 for first nine days and with 
five days to go and business still low, 
it looks as though the fair will finish 
with the worst year in two decades. 

More than 1,000 paralysis cases 
have been reported in Province. To- 
ronto alone has 200. This, coupled 
with sultry weather, is said to be re- 
sponsible for the poor business all 
round during last two weeks and 
there is no letup in sight. 

B.o. grosses have dropped consid- 
erably since paralysis scare. Ac- 
cording to John J. Fitzgibbons, gen- 
eral manager of F.,P.-Canadian, the 
children’s business has disappeared 
completely. 

All CNE concessions are suffering. 
Tom Mix’s circus was ready to pull 
out days ago. Mix Stated he is tak- 
ing an awful rap. Children’s day, 
usually a big one at the exhibition 
for the freak tents, found only 114,- 
000 attendance, a drop of 80,000 from 
last year. Guy Lombardo’s orches- 
tra playing until Saturday. At the 
CNE ballroom is drawing better than 
Horace Heidt who played last week 
but concession will be lucky to stay 
out of the red. 

K. C. Schools Don’t Reopen 
Kansas City, Sept. 7. 

Infantile scare has delayed schools 
reopening today and, of course, with 
it goes a ban on admission of kids to 
all public gathering places including 
theatres. 





Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Latest blow that has the exhibi- 
tors locally running around looking 
for the nearest headache powder is 
a ruling from the Chicago board of 
health prohibiting the admittance of 


children under the age of 16, until 
further notice. 
That means until school opens. 


But when that will be is a question 
since the opening of the schools 
has been indefinitely postponed on 
account of an _ infantile paralysis 
scare around town, 





Joy Boys Knuckle Down 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


C. Graham Baker and Gene 
Towne are scripting ‘The Joy of 
Loving,’ Irene Dunne starrer for 
RKO. 


Tay Garnett will direct, beginning 





around Oct. 1. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 
Embarrassing and complicated 
factors. exhibs here now believe, | 
will keep Judge Harry S. McDevitt ! 
from ever giving a decision on 
legality of bingo and banko. He has | 





| 


as | 
much as anything during whole year. | 





} 





had a test case under eGvisemens | 
since Feb. 25 without letting out a 
peep about it. In the meantime, | 
Zames go merrily on their way, with | 


| about every situash where economi- | 


cally possibly using them. Popular- | 


ity, however, seems to be on the| 
wane, as evidenced in wide discus-} 
sion brought about by publication 


of a letter from an ired film-goer in 
the Philly Record several weeks ago. | 

The letter said ‘The question | 
which is weekly becoming more per- 
plexing is whether bank night is 
benefiting the patrons or the man- 
agement. It becomes rather monot- 
onous sitting in an audience week 
after week without enjoying the 
thrill of at least witnessing some- 
body—if not actually one’s self—win 
an award, 

‘It is no wonder movie-goers are 
beginning to tire of the ballyhoo re- 


garding the so-called benefits de- | 
rived from bank nights in the 
houses. If the management of such 


theatres are so intent upon giving 
money away—the noble thought 
originally being to start some lucky 
person in a saving account—why 
don’t they offer a prize to those who 
are really in the audience on bank 
night by having a lucky number 
drawing or some similar attraction? 

‘Awarding such a prize would go 
a long way to restore the good will 
of patrons, which is quickly dimin- 
ishing as a result of this farce known 
as bank night. 

‘Naturally, bank night devotees 
expect more for their price of ad- 
mission than to behold somebody 
standing on the stage, watch in hand, 
timing an expectant winner who 
rarely, if ever, is present on the 
evening his name is announced.’ 

Holding up McDevitt’s opinion, 
many exhibs have an idea, is wide- 
spread use of the games by Catholic 
churches to raise funds. McDevitt 
is an ardent churchman. Case he 
has under advisement is a test suit 








Philly's Banko Test Case Under 
Advisement Since Feb. 25: On Wane? 


| which resulted from police interfer- 


ing with the games last February. 
Houses have been allowed to con- 
tinue with banko and bingo pend- 
ing the decision. Suit is an injunc- 
tion proceeding to restrain mayor 
and police from interfering with 
games, asked by Sam _ Somerson, 
owner of the Palm theatre. 


War Scares Break 
Market Wide Open, 
Incl. Amus. Stocks 


Fresh fears over the possibility of 
additional warfare in Europe plunged 
the stock market yesterday (Tues.) 
into the worst break of the year. 
Leading industrial stocks were off 3 
to 9 points and more. Volume 
picked up on the decline as selling 
spread to all sections o/ tle list, pic- 
ture and radio issues joining the 
wide-open break despit« admittedly 
strong business and excellent future 
prospects. 

Loew’s common, leader of the 
amusement group, suffered the most 
for an issue of this classification, 
though few companies were spared. 
It stumped 7% points on the day to 
71%. Biggest loser was Paramount 
first preferred, which fell 8 points to 
140%. Common down 2% to 19 while 
seconc preferred lost 2% to 165%. 

Twentieth Century-Fox common 
dropped 3 points to 32. Columbia 
Pictures ctfs. made a new low for 
1937 at 21%, a loss 0. 2%. American 
Seating was off 3 at 24. Eastman 
Kodak plunged 5 points to 179. Gen- 
eral Theatres lost 2% to 22. 

Columbia Broadcasting A and B 
stocks made new lows for the year, 


Class A being of: 1% points. Radio 
preferred shot down 4% points to 
66%, though selling ex-divvy. Radio 


common was off 1% at 9%. 

Other losers included Warner Bros. 
common, off 1% at 12%; Technicolor, 
down 2% at 28%; RKO, off 1% at 7; 
Universal common, off fractionally, 
at 6%; and Grand National, off an 
eighth, at 2%, 
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MAT. 
TODAY 


Twiee Daily 2:40-8:40 p. m. 
Mats.—50¢ te $1.00 plus tax. 
Eves.—50e to $2.00 plus tax. 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Bway. at Sist St Circle 7-5545 





DICK POWELL e@ FRED WAKING 


in “VARSITY SHOW” 


AIR-CONDITIONED — B’way and 47th Street 
Doors open 9:35 a. m.— MIDNIGHT SHOW 
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arr MUSIC HALL 
“THE PRISONER 
OF ZENDA" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 




















Starting Friday 
Sept. ¢ 


“THIN ICE” 


On the Stage 
The Big Apple 
Contest 


Tth Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL To 
smaTs2? 1 P.M. 











PARAMOUNT:ainin 


2nd WEEK 





Bing Crosby IN PERSON! 
Martha Raye Shep Fields 
in ane my 


i i y 
“DOUBLE OR Rippling Khythm 


NOTHING” 

















Jane Pickens 


2nd KOBT PELEANOR 
Week * AYLOR OWELL 
in ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ 
With Sophie Tucker @ Willie 
Howard @ Judy Garland 
Binnie Barnes 








TODAY 
ONLY 


Barbara Stanwyck in 
“STELLA DALLAS" 


Starting Thursday 
“Artists and Models’’ with Jack Benny. 


On Stage, Jimmy Dorsey and Orch. 








NEW ADVENTURES—More Thrill- 
ing, More Exciting Than Ever Before 


JOHN BARRYMORE in 
“BULLDOG DRUMMOND 
COMES BACK"’ 


ist N.Y. Showing 





1 Air-Conditioned B’ fod 
CRITERION Bak, 25 
Opens 9 a.m. Midnight Shows te! P.M. 
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” —says Variety Daily 


ALL THAT YOUR ‘AUDIENCES EVER THRILLED 
TO IN THESE GRAND STARS | 


...in this gaily teu tale 
of three who tried to out- 
smart love! 


She wanted to be 
a “‘modern”’ wife... 
and yet—? 


He iat Bate! 
wanted them both 
. but how—? 


In love with him? 
Ridiculous! Or was 
it—? 


LORETTA WARNER VIRGINIA 


WIFE, DOCTOR... NURSE 


with 


JANE DARWELL: MAURICE CASS - SIDNEY BLACKMER 
MINNA GOMBELL - MARGARET IRVING 


Directed by Walter Lang Associate Producer Raymond Griffith 
Screen play by Kathryn Scola, Darrell Ware and Lamar Trott 


Darry!] F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 


THE KEYSTONE 
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Pais Exhib Opines 


U.S. Makes Too 


Many Musicals, Not Enough Actions; 
Overlength and Sync Also Scored 





By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
American musicals are not what 
they ought to be at French b.o., ex- ; 
cept in few first-run Paris houses, 
according to Michel-Georges Mane- | 
gat, director of the Societe Pari- | 
sienne de Spectacles, owner of | 
three Paris nabe leaders—the Cluny, 


Moulin de la Chanson and Belle- 
ville. 

‘Take these for personal’ opin- 
fons, if you will, rather than re- 


sults of scientific survey,” Manegat 
stated, ‘but my three houses cover 
a cross-section of the French pub- 
lic, ranging from elite to Latin 
Quarter intellectuals at the Cluny, 
through middle-class folk of Mont- 
martre at the Moulin de la Chan- 
son, down to the Belleville house 
which is probably as proletarian as 
any in the world.’ 

Top American stars (and that’s 
what counts, for Manegat estimates 
at 80-85%, proportion of Hollywood 
product among French releases of 
importance) in his estimation are, 
for males: Boyer, Gable, Muni, 
Karloff, Cooper, Colman, March, 
Spencer Tracy, Jack Holt and Ed- 
ward G. Robinson. These 10 are 
sockaroo, though order given is not 
order of importance. John Barry- 
more and Franchot Tone run them 
close second, with George Raft and 
Lionel Barrymore. in followup. 

Ten female leaders he sees as 
(again not in order): Garbo, Craw- 
ford, Dunne, Hepburn, Shearer, 
Colbert (who is considered French 
and gets. big patriotic play), 
Dietrich (though sne’s fallen off 
badly since ‘Scarlet Empress’ and 
succeeding films), Rainer and Sul- 
Javan. Sylvia Sidney and Simone 
Simon follow these most closely. 

‘In case of Simone, claim is she 
awakens more violent reactions than 
any others; they either adore her 
or hate her, but her draw is not as 
universal as the others.’ Beyond 
these, topnotch attractions are of 
course all Astaire-Rogers films, and 
all Temple vehicles, with latter 
showing falling off lately because 
release dates are too close together. 

General opinion of exhibs on U. 
S. films, according to Manegat, is 
that there should be less musicals 
and more action stuff. Gangster, 
police and action dramas, despite 
official ban on gunplay, are still best 
draws. Westerns, always good, have 
fallen off, except for very biggest 
outdoor productions. 

Manegat classes French taste as 
fcllows: One, action; two, drama; 
three, musicals. Points to fact that 
whenever he’s in a spot, he can re- 
vive ‘Scarface’ and know that he'll 
draw beiter than average. In the 
Same class are any Jack Holt ac- 


tioners or Karloff thrillers. An- 
other perennial French revival is 
‘Back Street,’ with similar type 


drama almost invariably good for 
draw. 

‘I was quite disappointed on 
visiting Hollywood at seeing that 
the trend seems to be toward more 
and more musicals,’ exhib stated. 
‘That's bad news for us. On the 


| doesn’t 


syne songs. And through necessity 
of synching lip movements as well 
as meaning, they come to doing 
away with rhymes, and songs be- 
come impossible. Manegat names 
example of Harlow film, ‘Reckless,’ 
which would have gone well had it 
not been for synching of songs which 
had public in howls. 


Lots of progress could be made | 


with synching, he says, but solution 
seem to him to lie there. 
He urges studios to consider a re- 
turn to making direct French ver- 
sions here. For whatever cost and 
difficulty of them, he thinks, greater 
appeal will compensate effort. He 
illustrates with case of early Laurel- 
Hardy comedies which went like 
wildfire in original French versions, 
though comics used only few words. 
Synched shorts and features of pair 
have fallen off. Same case of 
French, favorites, Marx Bros., who 
go well in English versions in spe- 
cialized houses but are dropping off 
fast in nabes because no dubbing can 
dupe their mad wit. 
Other French facts of 

that Manegat points out are: 


1. Chaplin vogue seems on wane. 
‘Modern Times’ went well, but more 
because timely subject came on the 
nose for French political situation 
than because Charlot name is still 
magic. 


2. No 


is 


interest 


Hollywood directors or 


scenarists have names that mean 10 | 


sous at b.o. 


3. With Hollywood furnishing, as 
he said, 80-85% of program burden, 
public knows any U. S. film wont 
go below a certain level in enter- 
tainment value, something they can’t 
be sure of in French or other Euro- 
pean pix. 

Manegat is down on press, believes 
only word-of-mouth has any real 
draw value for nabes: Thinks press 
should stick to reporting on cinema, 
giving asides, etc. but keep from 
reviewing. Good reviews do little 
good, and pannings are rarely justi- 
fied, he thinks, because breadth of 
public makes it impossible for any 
critic to speak for more than his 
own personal taste. 

Deeply impressed with advanced 
Hollywood technique, Manegat had 
great tales of technical marvels to 
take back to French exhib society 
which delegated him to visit Coast 
studios. Also made contacts with 
U. S. exhibs and looked into market 
of indie film for release in France. 


PAR, MG LEAD WAY IN 
SETTLING MEX STRIKE 


Mexico City, Sept. 7. 
Labor trouble similar to that which 
brought about the strike which kept 
U. S. pix off the Mexican market 


from September, 1935, to January, 
1936, has developed again for the 
eight major American producers do- 
ing business in Mexico. Demand for 











other hand, there seem to be less 
overlong films. We like that: 2,500 
meters (8,000 feet) is about the limit 
for general draw in Paris and 
provinces. Longer films like ‘Mutiny 
On the Bounty,’ ‘Great Ziegfeld,’ 
and the like, have done all right in 
first exclusive run, but beyond one 
house have always been spotty. We 
find it necessary to cut these long 
films down, and that, of course, 
doesn't help them any.’ 
Synchronizations 
Next worst trouble for French 
exhibs, outside of overlength and 
too much musical, is universal and 
complete adoption of synchroniza- 
tion. Synched dialog, which had 
not found favor with French audi- 
ences until-three years ago, is now 
used by all majors for all their films, 
once they’ve left the first exclusive 
run house where they show in origi- 
nal American with superimposed 
subtitles. Manegat says he found 
himself on spot, on going to pix here, 
of discovering voice qualities in 
Gable, William Powell, and many 
others, that he never knew they had. 
While companies try to keep each 
artist’s voice the same in succeed- 
ing synchs, choice of dubber rarely 
has anything like quality of star's 


wage increases of from 30-35%, 
gauged by class of work performed 
and length of service, is at the root 
of this headache, which is plenty for 
the distributors. 


Efforts are being exerted by Par, 
Metro, Columbia, Warners, Radio, 
UA, U and Fox to prevent the un- 
pleasantness reaching the climax 
which the more radical elements of 
their help threaten unless pay of 
unionized exchange employees is 
fattened. A general tieup, it is 
hinted, would be worse than the 
costly one that lasted four months. 


uation in manner different to the 
way they went about their first slam 
at the Americans; instead of serving 
an ultimatum upon all the distribu- 
tors at once they are tackling them 
in detail, making their demands upon 
one company at a time. 

That the distributors’ general senti- 
ment is that it is cheaper to yield 
to the belligerents than to fight them. 
an attitude similar to the policy 


who allowed their employees the 
25% wage boost they demanded, is 
indicated by the reported giving in 
of Par and Metro, which made agree- 
ments for higher pay with their em- 





own vocal. 
Dialog isn’t worst of it: they, even 


ployees. But to what extent is not 
revealed. 


The unionists are handling this sit- | 


adopted by several exhibitors here | 


HAGEN ON SPOT 
STUDIO BAN 


se Aug. 29. 
Official receiver’g@#ull report on 


the failure of Twickenham Film 
Studios early this year puts Julius 
Hagen somewhat on the spot. Fail- 
ure is attributed primarily to: 

Omission of the board to make 
proper provision for capital nec- 
essary to finance their production 
program. 

Excessive optimism of Hagen re- 
garding value of the pictures. 

Heavy salaries paid to members of 
| the board, partcularly Hagen. 


Report throws light on the fact 
that Hagen formerly drew 10-20% 
on studio rentals, $1,500 for every 
picture the company produced, plus 
25% of the complete net profit an- 
nually. Later he drew $700 a week, 
plus traveling, entertaining and 
other expenses. 


‘Question of his drawings,’ official 
receiver says, ‘will require careful 
consideration of the liquidator.’ 

Company, when it elaborated its 
production program, got advances 
from the Westminster Bank totaling 
over $250,000. 


U.S. COIN PILES 
UP IN JAPAN 














Tokyo, Aug. 19. 
Coin of the foreign pix cos. con- 
tinues to pile up here, with little or 
no prospect of the situation improv- 
ing in the near future. As a mat- 


ter of fact, with the Sino-Jap hos- 
tilities becoming worse daily, there 
is every chance that, in addition to 
freezing of funds, the distribs will 
be faced with additional worries in 
the form of restricted programs and 
other hampering regulations. 


Managers state that it wouldn’t 
be so bad if the government would 
give out some definite info as to 
what is to come, but with only 
evasive replies and continuous pro- 
crastination, it is next to impossible 
to make any plans. 
stand, everyone is marking time. 


An extraordinary session of the 
Diet has been called for Sept. 4 for 
the purpose of enacting emergency 
legislation to cope with the situa- 
tion in China, but the government 
has announced that laws will also 
be passed placing the country on a 
wartime basis. It is not likely that 
specific laws dealing with the 
amusement biz will come up for 
consideration; but it’s a cinch that 
application of the laws which do 
pass will hit the amusement field 
somewhere. Some of those in the 
biz look for a drastic curtailment 
of all amusements, even to the ex- 
tent of outright closing of dance- 
halls, cabarets, amusement parks 
and some cinemas. 


So far, pix houses haven't suf- 
fered much at the b.o., but as mobili- 
zation progresses the b.o. lines are 
due for thinning. Japs take their 
wars very seriously and when taxes 
for their little adventure begin to 
pinch, amusements will be the 
first item to be passed up. 








Mier’s Co. Starts 


Mexico City, Sept. 7. 

Continuous production is the ob- 
jective of Cinematographica Inter- 
nacional, S. A., hewest Mexican pic 
company, headed by Felipe Mier, 
ex-WB manager here. Company has 
strong financial and technical back- 
ing and won't have to quit work to 
wait for the proceeds of one pic to 
pay for the making of another. 

First production, ‘Asi Es Mi Tierra’ 
(Behold My Country’), a _ folk 
drama, is to be released Sept. 15. 
Company’s schedule calls for six 
features in 1938. 








Dutch Bali Pic 


The Hague, Aug: 27. 
Netherlands India Film Syndicate 
has a couple of cameramen on the 
island of Bali shooting scenes of the 
Karya Meligia, native feast, for use 
in a feature. 


Feast is the largest of the native 
celebrations, in which hundreds of 
thousands of natives participate. 
Highlight of the sacrifices, etc., will 
be used for new all-native film 
‘Tanah Wangi.’ 

















Spotting 
«i 


©. Tokyo, Auge 48. 

Because of the seriousness of 
tae Sino-Jap affair and strin- 
gency of the financial situa- 
tion here, censors have been 
tightening up considerably, 

Particular attention is being 
given to love scenes, which are 
now considered frivolous. 


the Blame 


—- 


| HOYT CHAIN 
OPPOSED 














‘Modern Times’ 
May Be Shown 
In Japan Yet 


Tokyo, Aug. 18. 

Looks like United Artists is going 
to have some difficulty in getting 
Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times’ set 
for the fall here. Pic has been in 
cold storage for several years, due 
to high rental demand. 

Although it has been reported here 
several times that deals had been 
made, none of them ever jelled. Lat- 
est story is that Shochiku contracted 
for the film, but that other members 
of the industry are bringing pressure 
to cancel the deal because they ‘con- 
sider it improper to hand over such 
la large sum of money to foreign 
distribs.’ 

United Artists’ 





office is mum on 


| the subject. 





IRISH HONOR 
SYSTEM QUOTA 


London, Aug. 24. 

One way of playing a quota of 
British pictures is voluntarily; and 
that is the way the Board of Trade 
has persuaded theatre operators in 
Northern Ireland to keep the law. 
Territory falls outside the scope of 
ordinary British legislation, having 
its own government, but through its 








As things now | 


own laws contrives to keep upsides 
with the rest of the British Isles. 
When the Films Act passed in 1927, 
| Northern Ireland’s Parliament pre- 
| ferred not to draft its own law, but 
put exhibs ‘on their honor’ to play 
British pix. Exhibs, strange as it 
seems, called it a deal and kept to 
it. Showing of British pictures there 
has averaged up to and above the 
quota figures for England proper. 
Now, the B.O.T. is hoping the 
Irish will keep to their bargain 
when the new Act passes next year. 
Department has talked over the 
situation with the Ulster Gov’t 
authorities, with the result that the 
system will be given another chance. 
As the quota percentage is coming 
down, there should be no difficulty. 


L. B. Mayer Makes Merry 
With M@’ites in London 


London, Sept. 7. 

About 400 exhibs were invited by 
Metro to a luncheon to meet Louis 
B. Mayer Friday (3). Sam Eckman, 
Jr., M-G’s local chieftain, was in the 
chair, with Alexander Korda pro- 
posing toasts to the big boss from 
America. Mayer spoke to the lads at 
great length, managing to keep go- 
ing for over an hour. Took in 
Metro’s local production invasion, 
and gave out some ideas about the 
industry in general. 

Lord Lee of Fareham, in propos- 
ing a toast to Eckman, ribbed 
Mayer, referring to the Jlatter’s 
statement that, if any British art- 
ists manifested themselves, Metro 
would endeavor to secure them. 
Lord Lee didn’t think that was play- 
ing the game and mentioned that 
Metro had already annexed the 
British lion as a trademark and 
hoping that the company wouldn't 
marcel the animal's hair or paint its 
toenails. 


WHAT THE TURKS LIKE 
Mexico City, Aug. 31. 

Government is arranging to ship 
more local-made pics to Turkey, as 
its consul in Ankara reports that the 
Turks are going for such films in a 
big way. 

Official advises that the Turks are 
| special pushovers for Mexican pics 
| with plenty of guitar music and 
dancing. 














Tasmania, Aug. 17. 

Report that Hoyts plans theatre 
erection in this territory has brought 
plenty of squawks from exhibs. 

Plan has been submitted to the 
government asking for the establish- 
ment of a State Board to control 
erection licenses, including the re- 


newal of licenses covering existing 
pic theatres. Plan also provides that 
the board be granted the power to 
control release and quality of pix, 
prices of admission, and in general 
take a grip of the whole industry. 


Right now, according to reports, 
the government has power over the- 
atre operations through the Health 
Act, and with additional power 
planned will control the amusement 
field throughout the island of Tas- 
mania. 

Until officials finally decide what 
action will be taken as a whole, in- 
structions have been issued that the 
government wiil not sanction licenses 
for new theatres for the time being. 
Government wants to take a probe 
first into the whole situation. 





Sydney, Aug. 17. 
Two weeks ago Hoyts’ officials in- 
formed VariEtTy that expansion is 
planned with two additional theatres 
here, one in Adelaide and two in 
Tasmania. Extension in these spots 
is intended by Hoyts to combat 
Greater Union Theatres after the 
General Theatres’ split takes place. 
Hoyts has no theatres in Tasmania, 

although G, U. T. is strong there. 


Now British Exhibs 
Want Lower Rentals; 
It’s a Smoke-Screen? 








London, Aug. 29. 
Cinema Exhibs’ Ass’n, all het up 
at the talk of moves to raise admis- 
sion prices, threatens counter-action 


by way of demands to the distribs 
for lower rentals. This is regarded 
as the exhibs’ challenge on the ques- 
tion, and probably they only expect 
their move will keep. the situation 
as is. 

They haven’t any real hopes of 
bringing picture rentals down, be- 
cause they know before the start 
that the Kinema Renters’ Society 
will throw their request out flat. 
But they are putting up a murky 
smoke screen, claiming that the aim 
of the distribs is to grab more coin 
to send out of the country to the 
U. S., thinking this angle will bring 
the exhibs public and Gov't sup- 
port. 


Distribs, however, disclaim any in- 
tention of backing drives to make 
the customers pay more; certainly 
the thing hasn’t been at all debated, 
and their slant is that the exhibs 
have gotten themselves scared by 
general pronouncements reported 
from America. 


Action is the outcome of grumbies 
first reported weeks back, though 
continued curb talks indicate that 
exhibs are not even unanimous on 
the proposition, some suggesting 
upping the admish as a reasonable 
step which would assist them in 
bettering the labor conditions of 
their employees and improving pres- 
entation and audience comfort. 

C.E.A. is likely to debate the point 


at the next session of its General 
Council. 





Mexico Modernizing 


Mexico City, Sept. 7. 

Goodly amount of biz has come 
the way of major American pic pro- 
ducers and cinema supply houses as 
a result of exhibitors in the Mexican 
provinces getting wise to the fact 
that their public demands better 
things in film fare and accommoda- 
tions. Cinemas have been built and 
old ones reconditioned along modern 
lines in several leading provincial 
cities. 

Latest of the new houses the 
Rex, seating 1,200, in Monterey, on 
the Texas border, which is to open 
this month, and a large house, still 
unnamed in Hermosillo, capital of 
Sonora state, near Nogales, Ariz. 
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‘American Films Prove Mainstay 


London, Aug. 29. 























Alexander Korda had an op- ° ‘6 s ° 
tion on the picture rights to Dr. ence X p° T 1eodor Lik d 
Cronin’s book, ‘The Citadel’ for . 3 a e 
$30,000, but relinquished it, 
feeling it was no picture prop- 
=. — é 00 art ’ t i ie Rom Aus 27 
© it was bought by Victor . G d E h § } d Se ee 
Saville for $37,500. and the dif- Veteran Aussie Showman ' y ' That American producers did not 
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Tok A on Korda, as Saville is head of a P y . or Ippon e ease Film Exhibition in Venice this sum- 
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aen raging here since early in Production—Also Deriies SURE TO loa . “wanna 
ree , due for rast in the nai ° Metro’s ‘The Good Earth’ has been |#! the way their pix were being 
April, 1s — ae Soe ae ee = British Empire Attempts in Japan for some time but hasn't | 'eated by the Italian government, 
nent, Saeaee. vie ag ae : to Compete With Holly- yet been submitted to the censor has proved a good thing for the Ex- 
going the rounds, a high official of Pp ae i ej ; ie , 














uct frem houses showing Toho pix. 
Instead of the situash forcing Toho} 
outlets any discomfort, Toho speeded | 
up production and added product of | 
indies to such an extent that Toho 
affiliates experienced difficulty “dE 
running all the product offered. Be- 
sides supplying regularly contracted | 
spots, Toho production units had ac- | 
quired so many of Shochiku and af- 
filiated companies’ stars that sacl 
new outlets were signed up. 

Another angle which may be 
strongly influencing the proposed | 
truce is the situation as regards for- 
eign product. With exchange regula- | 
tions in bad shape and new regula- 
tions under consideration which may | 
cause a curtailment of foreign im- 
ports, it would be unwise for the 
Japanese cos. to be caught in a 
cross-fire of destructive competition 
among themselves. Government also 
is known to have looked with con- 


siderable disfavor upon the general | 
situash and may have taken a hand | 


in bringing about the present move 
toward a settlement. 


SYDNEY B. 0.’S UP BUT 





MELBOURNE IN TROUBLE 





Sydney, Aug. 17. 
Biz has brightened, following a 
spell of glorious weather and the 
managers are grateful. ‘Star is 
Born’ (UA) swings strongly into its 
second week and should hit a nice 
gross. 
Met Him 
Possession’ 

(Metro). 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) 
like taking three weeks, but 
Metropole’ (Fox) opened slowly. 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Rainbow 
on River’ (RKO) bow out after great 


in Paris’ (Par), ‘Man in 
(Metro) and ‘Good Earth’ 


looks 
‘Cafe 


| ginning of this yea 





Others in the money are ‘I. 


| foreign chieftain, 





runs, with ‘Wings of Morning’ (G-B) 
and ‘Thunder in City’ (UA) replac- 
ing respectively. 

Weekly change has ‘Pick a Star’ 


(M-G), ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB), ‘Song | 
of City’ (M-G), and ‘Four Days’ 
Wonder’ (U). 

Melbourne, Aug. 17. 


Infantile paralysis is very serious 
and all pic theatres are suffering 
heavily, especially on matinees. 

Current lineup of attractions 
clude ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA), 
Is News’ (Fox). ‘Big Fella’ 
Met Him in Paris’ (Par), ‘On 
Avenue’ (Fox), ‘After Thin 
(M-G), ‘Men in Exile’ (WB), 
tion’ (AD), ‘Midnight Taxi’ 
Off the Moon’ 
‘Espionage’ (M-G). 


NEW TOKYO PIC PROD. 


Tokyo, Aug. 10. 
Showa Hassei Eiga K.K., has been 


Man’ 


(Fox), 


Turn (Par), and 


incorporated here for the purpose of | Kingdom, 
| the directorate of U. A.’s subsidiary, 
| over here, might have proved bur- 


producing pix for both the domestic 
and foreign markets. 
Tsunezo Ikeda is prez. 


in- | and Arthur 


‘Love | 
(G-B), ‘I | 


the | >". 
; unit, 


‘Sensa- 


| Deutsch and U. 


(The Hague) and Cinetone (Amster- 


| dam) have been dark since the be- 


and no produc- 
tion plans are announced. In Barn- 
styn’s Filmstad only the laboratory 


is working on eight and 16 mm. 
| pictures. 
Only Dutch picture announced 


for the new season is ‘Three Wishes,’ 
which is in production now in Rome 

with a Dutch and an Italian version. 
| Kurt Gerron is directing, assisted by 
Akos Farkas as cameraman and Jan 


| Teunissen as cutter. 





Now It’s John Maxwell 
Who’s Interested In 


Union Cinemas; Par? 





London, Sept. 7. 

Understood here that John Max- 
well is the latest to negotiate with 
Fred Bernhard to acquire an inter- 
est in Union Cinemas. Union has 
about 150 houses now and is acquir- 
ing and building more, with most 
of these latter located near Gau- 
mont-British spots. 

When Barney Balaban was last 
here, several months ago, he dis- 
played some interest in a Para- 
mount and Union Cinema financial 
hookup, but decided it was all 
somewhat premature. Understood 


| that Adolph Zukor will go into the 


prospect more closely now. 

W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount’s 
sails for England 
on Sept. 15, to join Zukor and talk 
over the theatre situation there. 
There is no likelihood of any kind 
of a deal over there, it is reiterated, 
until Hicks and Zukor go over some 


John 


points on the sites. Then, it is ad- 
mitted, maybe. But it’s all very 
vague. 





| Deutsch, Giannini Vice 


Guedalla; Kelly in UA, Ltd. 


London, Sept. 7. 

No special significance is attached 
by the trade to the fact that Oscar 
Deutsch (Odeon Theatres) and Dr. 
A. H. Giannini, president of United 
Artists, have replaced F. M. Guedalla 
Kelly on the directorate 
of United Artists, Ltd., British 
sidiary of U. A. This end of the 
U. A. company a decentralized 
under conduct of Murray Sil- 
verstone. 

The change, 
to unify the 


is 


however, is expected 
association between 
A., since now each 
side has representation in the other’s 
councils. U. A. is represented among 
Odeon’'s trustees. 
Kelly’s duties on the 
of U. A., are outside of the 
so that his 


foreign end 
British 
presence on 


densome for him and inconvenient. 











sub- | 








Greater Union Theatres,’ Doyle said, 
‘I am now free to survey the film | 
industry internationally and int nd | 
te establish my activities on an Em- 
pire basis, rather than merety 
Australia. 


| 


‘I have been invited to enter pro- 


| duction in England and propose to | 
investigate this before reaching a 
decision. In the meantme two Lon- | 


don theatres are being built for me 
and I will supervise the first stages 


of actual construction when I get 
there next month.’ 
He leaves for New York this 
weekend. 
Swinging into his pet subject of 


quota and home-town production, 
Doyle pointed out ‘Picture produc- | 
tion in Australia seems to me to be 
hopeless and I have informed the | 
Australian government that the 
present quota act is both unfair and | 
unworkable. 

‘Australia desires to develop an 
industry, but expects the American 
distributors to carry the burden | 
alone. Why should they? 

‘As I pointed out, if the govern- 
ment desires to foster such a plan, 
the government should be prepared 
to subsidize the Australian produc- 
tion industry and place it on a pay- 
able footing, and not expect Ameri- 
can producers. upon whom depends 
the existence of the world industry, 
to shoulder the burden.’ 

Referring io the production status 
in England today as a ‘debacle,’ 
Doyle said, “The debacle in England 





| will be merely accentuated in Aus- | 


tralia and, while Cinesound Produc- | 
tions, our company, was able to}! 
make pictures profitably, it was only 
because years of experience had de- 
veloped an expert personnel plus 
the fact that Australian pictures 
were few and far between. 
‘Immediately they set the stage of 
being in competition with imovorted 
pictures, the budgetary position of 
the industry will make production | 


totally impossible. } 


Can’t Break Even | 

‘A reasonably good Australian 
film cannot be produced under $60,- | 
000 and cannot be expected to 


gross 
more than $45,000 in Australia. It, 
thus, has to look to the British 
market to recoup the balance and'! 
show a profit. 

‘This position is most hazardous 
and I consider that, at the end of 
the year, production will almost en- 
tirely cease in Australia.’ 

The b.o. response to British films 


has been exceedingly poor of late in 
Australia, Doyle confided, adding 
that the patriotic fervor which orce 
enabled all British theatres to be 
operated has ceased. The British 


film is now on a Straight out-and- 


out competitive basis with Amer'can | 


films down under 


and is failing to 
stand up to competitis® S>~?- 
thing drastic, he feels. will have to 
be done in England if any attempt is 


made to compete with world mark- 


{ducer the usual quota of 


; try 


| the unfairness of the pr 


is known to be anxious t9 
theatre chain throughout 
Metro operates one acer 


extend his 


here, plus 


is very healthy. In Sydney 
acers are operating and dicke 
on for additional theatres. 


Extension is also reported planned 


two 
rs are 


for Adelaide, and in neor future | 
Metro will open a new house in 
Brisbane, giving it a total of two 


| houses there. 


‘Jim Kay’ American Pic 
Producer’ in Rom:.us 
When Magyars Nix film 


Budapest, Aug. 27. 
‘Our Blood and Our Life,’ film, 
made by Imre Kalnai, who says that 
under the name of ‘Jim Kay’ he is 
a wk. American producer, has 
started a lot of trouble here. 
Censors withheld a permit, claim- 
ing it was too poor in quality. Pro- 
ducer appealed to the Home Office, 
which confirmed the censor board's 
veto, on the grounds that film was 
not good enough and technically a 
disgrace to Hungarian production. 


‘Jim Kay’ set up a hue and cry in 
the press, claiming that ‘Blood’ was 


vetoed because it proved that good 
| pictures could be made outside 
the expensive government = sup- 
ported studios. He also threatened | 
to sue the censor board and Home 
| Office for damages, with the result 
that the picture was passed under 


‘Voice of the Heart.’ 
to 


a new title, 


Even decision deny the pro- 
contingent 
tickets was later revoked. 

Kolnai nevertheless is 
government for damages 
the delay. Three Home 
ficials, in their turn, are 
nai for slander. 


suing the 
caused by 
Office of- 
suing Kol- 





ets, or even in the markets 
empire itself. 

There is a strong feeling 
Australian exhibs, Doyle admit 
that the British sim indus ry inas let 
them down and the Amer can indus- 
today occupies the pdsi.on of 
being more than ever resodonsi dle 
for the continued existence of the 
exhibs. 

Just prior to leaving Australia, 
Doyle stated, ‘the Royal Comm ss on 
itting on the question of tax 
and I was in a posit 
asked to give evidence, 


among 


Was §$ 


a. 
tion when 


nt ou 


ria, 
to po 
mothod 
of taxing the American procuccrs. I 
believe some measure of re' will 
obtained for distribu' ss 
result of the Commission's inv s‘i’ 
tion.’ 

Doyle is accompanied by his 
and daughter. 
York he 


sant 


ef 
be 


~~ a week in Me» 
will sail for London 


MS ishould place amon the 
Australia. | 


| will go to, 
having a nabe tieup with Par which | produced by 


jand it was shot in Italy, 





of the! 


sd. 


2s a 


a 


wife 


Shinko (Shochiku subsid), met in| wood Film Production |, !" view of the present r 1.ment sia | cane aemen thet 
Toyko with one of Toho’s directors | here against the Chinese it isn’t the +a Beat and the pete we i , 
| pal Nae tea ioe gaa cet 4 MAKING NIL ree | likely that the subject will be re- | the ihow to date both suaneetii 
truce, if not an actual settlement. | a | leased for some time. | and qualitatively. ne 
As an indication that both sides | Gee TN, | i alit: y. 
of the affair are sick of the un-| . | INTO LONDON PROD. Of the ten films shown the first 
profitable competition caused by the z Bi AT{* week, half were Holly wood products: 
scrap, a P.C.L. (Toho) director, at The Hague, Aug. 27. i i- Ny ] yy Shall We Danc> (RKO), ‘Winter- 
the same time, approached Shochiku More and more it appears that | Hollywood, Sept. 7. Wiad scl (RKO), ‘Theodora Goes Wild’ 
officials in Osaka in an effort to | Dutch film production, started with} Stuart F. Doyle, top showman in (C 1), “Lloyds of L, and mn’ (20th-Wox) 
patch up the differences of all con- | much enthusiasm, is dead and there Australia until a few weeks aco, | ee 4 ay and ‘Kid Galahad (WB). All th ‘se 
tending parties. With ns are no signs of a revival. From 1933| when he resigned from all his sie. | ba i | woe enthusiastically received. “‘Theo- 
being held simultaneously in two | till now Helland produced 27 fea-| ture and allied ceteaekh eneleai | ora’ was the most commented upon 
key cities, it is almost certain that| tures. Some of them did good busi- here Monday (6) for a few encten | for Italian critics, who compared it 
something will jell. | ness, especially in the beginning, but|en route to England and took time | o sora . con eens Goes to Fown, a great 
Report is that Shochiku some time | pad stories, wrong production | og immediately to take a healthy | Melbourne, Aug. 17. wry ngoten prem Pages ee 
ago came to the realization it had methods and under-estimation of | verbal sock at his government and| Metro may make a deal soon to soa “ want wmey ,conmeer he 
bitten off more than it could chew | | the public caused’ trouble. the manner in which it is failing to| take over the Athenaeum. House +e Ae meta girl. 7 
because Toho had displayed unex- | Territory is too small for produc- | pack the film indusiry. has been used for British pix up to + Be Savane PSs shown during 
pected strength in resisting the boy- | ‘tions which normally had a $30,000! ...0. 0 | eaten Sia now. the week, Italian critics listed ‘C n- 
cott by Shochiku and allies, all of | pudget. ; Having sold out my entire ho d- aati RG TRAY tae dottieri’ (Knight Adventurers’) as 
whom had decided to withhold prod-|  pory, production centres: Filmstad ings in 29 companies representing ernie Freeman, Metros local boss, |the only big shot. If ‘Condattieri’ 


winners, it 
tos whom the honors 
Italy or Germany. It was 
a company especially 
for the purpose, and 
subject matter is L[taliaa 
the direcior, 
Louis Trenker, is German, the hero 
is the same German, and he is prac- 
tically the whole show. Moreover 
the pic was made in German and 
Italian versions simultaneously and 
released in Germany before it 


is hard to say 


constituted 
though the 


was 


| was even shown in Italy. 


Nevertheless Italy lists ‘Condot- 
tieri’ among its entries, without 
qualifications. Other local entries 
are ‘Sentinelle di Bronzo’ (Bronze 


Sentinels’), a pic which was 
almost entirely in Somaliland 
which glorifies Italy's 
troupes; ‘Il Signor Max,’ which has 
just been finished, and the much 
heralded ‘Scipio the African,’ which 
will be shown but will not be con- 
sidered as taking part in any contest 
for prizes—quite obviously because 
it has been made such @ matter of 
national importance that it could not 
be allowed to be beaten. 

Other pix shown in the first week 
were the French ‘Messager’ in which 
the Italians praised Jean Gabin and 


made 
and 


colonial 


| panned Gaby Morlay; the British ad- 
| venture film ‘King Solomon’s Mines” 


(G-B); and two German films— 
‘Truxa,’ which the Italian critics 
found ‘futile’; and ‘Patriots,” which 
shows the adventures of a German 


World War pilot shot down behind 


the French tines, which was found 
irather ‘ludicrous.’ 
Hoyt’ $ Divvy 
Methourah Au‘. 17 


Hoyt's Theatres’ half-yearly prefer. 
ence share dividend of 3°’, and 
second preference share dividend <f 
2'%%, will be paid stockholders early 
in September. 

Hoyt’s enjoyed a 
year’s trading and is 
very solid financially. 


successful half- 
reporied as 


Policy of expansion has been fol- 

lowed for some time under the di- 

jrection of Charles Munr», rod 

further theatres are due for ereciio: 
in city and nabe spots. 
Vienna Production 
Vienna, Aug. 27 
‘Zauber der Boheme’ (Bohemian 

Masic’) is nicrint comp!siion b 
Projectograph company is next in 
line at the Sievering siudios. shoot- 
ing ‘Verschwundene Frau (‘Woman 
Disavpeared’), with Trude Marten 
Lucie English and Hars Moser in the 
Jeadin« parts. E. W. Emo and Oth- 
mar Ostermever are the producers 
Karl and Edward Hoesch at the 
camera. 

Geza von Bolvary’s next will be 
‘Dr. Chrisil’s Evster Fall!’ (De 
Christl’s First Case’), with Pauls 
Wessely in the title role. 
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“Don't be surprised at the way the nation has 





gone overwhelmingly wild over “Zola’—and 
don’t be amazed that ‘Varsity Show has 
topped even the biggest of all Warner musicals 
of the past. It’s only the start of the determined 
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feat NU buh 
Warner Bros. plan to make 1937-38 the year of 


years for you—and us! That’s why we're all ready 








\ 


this minute with another picture as sensationally 
box-office on every entertainment count—the next 


number on the ‘talk-of-the-trade’ program — 


_ Offers a Brilliant Match for Paul Muni’s Zola’ Performance, with 


| “HENRY. FONDA 
“That 


Se tain Woman 


Supported by 











sa nmeneee 


Ian Hunter - Anita Louise - Donald Crisp 


Written and Directed by Edmund Goulding » Music by Max Steiner » A First National Picture 


WARNER BROS. Will Advertise It with a Coast-to-Coast Newspaper Campaign 
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Sephie Lang Goes West 
tarameunt production awnd release. Fea- 
iuees Gertrude Michuel. Directed by 
hailes Riesner. Adapted by Doris An- 
slersen, Brian Marlow and Robert Wyler, 
vom steries by Frederick Irving -—Ander- 
on; asst. director, Roland Asher filin 
otiter, Chandler House; camera, Ted | 
veczvlaff, Reviewed in Projection Room 
w.¥., Dept. A ie Running time, w 
Hines, 
sophie ee See Fe Gertrude Michael | 
eddie BOGSIS OD. i wcaetoececs ..Lee Bowman 
felgea Rowen. Sandra Siorms 
ieve 4 I NSO). new wm eee eeeeee t ! tl 
\rchie flor . Darlows Borlan 
H. Blaine ; .. Jed Proutys 
uhun eof Pi FB eccvds ( Henry Gol lon | 
aj ‘ on ewehaeveeae ne Cer i 


Sophie will have to keep her chin 


up to rate even a tag-ender in the 
duals. If she weakens she'll never 
og seen at all. Poor Sophie. She 
used to be such a dame and her 
reputation was something ierrific. 
But since she’s gone straight she’s 
lost her grip. Paramount ain't done 


right by our Soph. Tsk, tsk. 
Trouble in this case seems to stem 

from the scriptors. They've cooked 

up a complicated stew in this ‘So- 


phie Lang Goes West’ opus. But it 
doesn’t get any place in particula! 


and meanders all over the lot on the 
way. Writers apparently had trouble 
deciding whether to keep the 
beeooteous heroine on the straight 
and narrow or permit her to slip 
into the underbrush by the side of | 
the read. In the end, though, every- 
thing is on the up and uv. Sophie 
is in Jove with another ex-lightfinger 


and they're splitting a bottle of 
champagne with filatfoot who un- 
derstands that with Cupid in the 
wings the lovebirds will stay honest. 
Gosh! 

There's probably a thread of con- 
tinuity running through the yarn, 


but it gets pretty thin at times. Any- 
way, Sophie is pursued by cops who 
just won't trust her good intentions. 
She pops in on a scenario writer 
who hasn't an idea for a plot ‘(the |} 
characters in this story are entirely 
fictitious’). He befriends her, throws | 
ihe gendarmes off the trail, gets an | 


idea for his script and they both | 
save the sultan’s diamond necklace 
from the robbers’ clutches. Whew. 


Miss Michael plays Sophie as if 
she'd lost interest in the old gal— 


which isn’t surprising. Lee Bowman 
and Larry Crabbe play her heart in- | 
terest and the villain acceptably, and | 
Sandra Storme contributes a life-like | 


portrayal of an upstage film star. ! 
Direction has failed to clarify the 
confusion of the script. Hobe. 


tingiilinlenndas 


Wife, Doctor and Nurse | 








| moon gets off to a solo start. That 

‘phone rings again and he leaves her 
turning the pages of a magazine. 

Throughout the film the subtleties 

of ncwly married life and the unfold- 

| ment of the attachment between the 


Goctor and his nurse are brought 
' out by Walter Lang, director, in a 
light, humorous and entertaining 


manner. On the surface, he keeps 
his characters in lively banter; un- | 
conveys the feminine | 
homicide. Manner in; 


derneath he 


imoulse for 


| which the story ends after the women | 
| declare a permanent truce is comedy 


of the highest order. They both give 
Baxter ercdit for the solution, and he 
believes it. 

This kind of role suits Baxter per- 
fectly. Miss Young looks very at- 
tractive and handles her part splen- 


didly. Miss Bruce gives a surprising 
performance, several times touching 
a deeper emotional note than the} 
lines would indicate. 


Featured players haven't much to 


do, but they do it first rate. Jane 
Derwell plays an_ understanding 
housekeeper in a maternal manner; 
Minna Gombelii, iooking very naity 
in her nurse’s uniform, plays it 


straight. Margaret Irving gets plenty 
of laughs when explaining her 
strange dreams. and Sidney Blaek- 
mer and Maurice Cass make their 
less important roles stand out. 
Quality of the production is high. 
Lang used fine taste and judgment in 
the necessary shots taken in the hos- | 
pital sequences. Costuming is rich 
end restrained. Cronjager’s photog- | 
raphy is exceptional, and the film 
has polish and finish. Flin. 


109 MEN AND A GIRL 


(Wit SONGS) 
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FILM REVIEWS 





| Miniature Reviews. 


‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ 
(Par). Gertrude Michael in 
the weakest edition of the ex- 
crook series. 

‘One Hundred Men and a 
Girl (U). Smash hit for 
Deanna Durbin aided by 
Stokowski and Adolphe Men- 
jou; for all the family. 

‘Wife, Dector and Nurse’ 
(20th). Warner Baxter, Lo- 
retta Ycung- and Virginia 
Bruce in a smart comedy that 
will please all. 

‘Bulldeg Drummend Comes 
Back’ (Par) Bewildering and 
unimpressive entertainment for 
the multiple feature programs 
only. 

‘40 Naughty 





Girls’ (RKO). 


Tame comedy-mystery designed 
for the duals where it won't 
particularly gleam. James 


Gleason and Zasu Pitts standard 
in lead roles. 











ly and expertly contrived, in com- 
bination with camera shots of vari- 
sections, 


is donning and doffing disguises. 
Denny is in for comedy relief, as 
also E. E. Clive, but the verbosity 
of their roles militates against what- 
ever humor might have: been in- 
tended. 

The gunplay is hardly provoking 
of interest and the continuous dis- 
play of foggy London scenery brims 
to dullness. Shan. 


40 NAUGHTY GIRLS 


RKO release of William 
tion. Features James Gleason, Zasu Pitts, 
Direcrod by Edward Cline. Screenplay, 
John Grey, from story by Stuart Palmer; 





Sistrom produce 





Temmy Washburn Lakes \iden Chase 


Choisy Renneti : Kiward Marr 


camera, Russell Metty. Previewed in Pre- 
jection Room, N.Y. Sept.: 2. Running 
time, @- mins. 
scar Piper.. ied ‘ Jumes Gleason 
Hildegarde ; 6 ZuSu_ Pitts 
; Joan nr : Marjorie Lord 
| Bert Bees eR Oe ; George Shelley 
Rita Marlowe doan Woodbury 
Jel ‘ kFinnk M. Thomas 
CuSeN. fom Whennedy 
| Ru kman Alan Edwards 
| 
! 
| 


showgirls \da Leonurd, Barbara Pepper 


tent of this one off as a comedy- 
|mystery. It’s decidedly and 
won't cause much ripple on the 
|nether side of duals, where itil au- 
| tomatically land. James Gleason and 
|ZaSu Pitts are paired and standard 


| 

| Title certainly doesn’t tip the con- 
' 

| tame, 
| 








-———en, 
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JERICHO 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Aug. 24. 
General Film Dietribs release of Bueke 
ingham (Max Sechach) production, Stars 
Paul Robeson; features Henry Wileexon 
Wallace Ford. Directed by Thornton Freee 


jand, Scenario, George Barreud; original 
Walter Fuiter; camera, John W. Royle. 
\t Piceadilly, Londen, Aux. U3, 37. Rune 
ning time 77 mins, 
‘Jericho’ Jackson. ..o...ccce., Paul Robesen 
| Captain Mack. »........... Henry Wilcexen 
ee es See ere ee Wallace Ford 
TUNG ws KAd 00 da 440s 286660 Princess Kouka" 
TN: ict DS a gk adeeb ee <b 0b A0c28 John Laurie 
ge eran Carew 
Private Face..............Laurence Brown 
Bermeant Gamey..ccceccescecs Rutus Fennell 
Tih ood dS 645 F KORA OA EE Cok RD Ike Haten 
a SA ae ae Frank Cram 
pt, SPCES Pete eet eee Frank Cockrane 


Unusual picture which cannot fail 
to interest audiences throughout the 
world. Its splendid technical qual- 


|} ities in connection with the photog- 


raphy of a trek to the salt mines of 


Africa would seem to be the mest 


| modern sort of film craftmanship, re- 
| vealing a welter of realism. 


iby a 


| vessel, 


So firm a foundation is aggmented 
heroic sentimental story that 
opens up aboard an American naval 
where’ a cargo of negro 
soldiers is being shipped to France 
during the Great War. This aggre- 
gation of colored men is the genuine 
stuff. Their crosstalk and remerks 
during a game of craps couldn't pos- 
sibly be duplicated by white folks. 
One of the soldiers (Jericho), played 
by Paul Robeson, in rescuing some 


|of his comrades when their ship is 


| torpedoed, accidentally pushes his 
sergeant. who falls. striking his head. 
which results fatally Jericho — is 


— instrumental ; _ that the | a5 a homicide squad inspector and 
effect is startling. Orchestra num-| his girl friend. Their material is 
a ki'e a sa ne OA are | pretty weak and considerably dated. 
Liset’s " ‘Hungarian “Rhapsody.” all Pic's title is also that of the legit 
familiar works. Miss Durbin, to musical, backstage of which all the 
Stckowski accompaniment, sings Mo- |action of the mystery transpires. No | 
zart’s ‘Exultate’ and the aria ‘Libi- | real shots of what went on on the 
amo ne’ from ‘Traviata.’ | Stage pena ret died couple Boo0a pee 

With ~each: successive disappoint- | GUCIOR Numbers would Have peppea 


ment in the girl's efforts to get work 
for her ‘men’ a ceriain poignancy 


up the pic during iis more droopy 
moments, but that would have meant 


; 
, tilted production cosis, and ‘Naughty 
— 7 | deve the role of her} 0.5%, pes. 
Beverly Hills, Sept. 7. mae jos tage te e - tee ital Girls’ obviously was made quickly 
Universal release of Joe Pasternak’s pro Ae The # 0 SAE v0 ‘the be cee and economically. 
ductior Stars Deanna Durbin Features | JOD. CESS IL} . “Ss Tee é 5p ; : 
Leopold Stokowski, Adolphe Menjou, Alice| of her undertaking: mounts steadily | Gleason and Miss Pitts happened 
Brady, Eugene Pallette, Mischa Auer. Di-|-yntil the final scenes strike a deep|to go to the theatre the night the 
Sn ope tlle ot “° r. Story by Hans! emotional note It was that same) Show’s p.a. was shot, and before show 
Kraly; screenplay ”y Bruce Manning, 2 yay a ee : we | = ome . ie . . ’ 
Charles Kenyon and James Mulhauser:| thing in “Three Smart Girls which | gets under way the cop is looking 
xsst. directer, Frank Shaw; camera, Joseph} had audiences wiping the tears. | for the killer. By the time the first 
Valentine; song, Frederick Hollander and! Pasternak and Koster know their| act is over the librettist of the mu- 
m (" — ‘ musi« . ae —? harles stuff sical is shot. 
*revin ilm editor, jernare i turtion . . | ‘ y $ r 
ce ab Meeniee ae There are some neat bits of char-| Miss Pitts does her usual stuff in 
Sept. 2. °37 tunning ve, ND s P has ; , rj > - right : 
Patrica Cardwell...’ Dennna Durbin | 2cterization which give the film a follow ing the not too-bi ight cop 
cin Costienet at. 3-. od Adolphe Menjou| human touch. Frank Jenks gets a | around and annoying him by hei 
EE RRR err a Alice. Bi ady | lot from small part of a taxi driver,| more deft but accidental evidence- 
Jotn G. Cr ee Eugene Pallette | who has music in his heart: Jed uncoverings. The expected happens 
Sate adele ee Rill. Gilmer: | Prouty does a practical joker in an | when she finally solves the shootings. 
YR ME Fn a Na Ser ee aeeed es Alma Kruger | amusing way;, Christian Rub is a} Action travels in and out of dress- 
sar See - a _— rt good oldtime musician, and Jack ing rooms, in the producer's and 
ton “aa dalla eth d Tnineeon Thomas! Smart gives menace to a stage door-| p.a’s cubicles and in the storeroom 
PONE SS £3 ben at ieseat Howard Hickman | Man. | under the stage. 
Taxi Driver... .e.eeseereeee ees Frank J need This one is socko. It augurs much _ No romance save casual suggestion 
oe agian ae poi recagy Mae for Miss Durbin’s future. She’s ar-|in one instance is inserted, that be- 
SHOVEMEB. .cccccesscee . (verale iiver Sim | a wr wee 
| Rudolph. Mulhall | rived. Flin. |tween an ingenue and a male war- 


Glendale, Calif., Sept. 7. 


2Oih Century-Fox release of taymond | 
Geiffith production Stars Loretta Young, 
Warne baxter, Virginia Bruce; features | 
dane Darwell, Sidney Blackmer. Directed 
by Walier Lang Screenplay by Kathryn 
Scol Darrell Ware and Lamar Trotti; | 
cumern: Edward Cronjager: asst director, 
Gene bryant: film editor, Walter Thompsen: 
musicol direction, Arthur Lange. Previewed 
at Als mer theatre, Glendale, Calif., Sept. 

1 34 Kunning time, &5> mins. 


Tria sone d We aare .. Loretta Young 
Dr. Judd Lewis........ ... Warner Baxter 
BOVE on ncn jell + pdeheik tc 6a 4 Virginia Bruce 
Mrs. Mruemer....scces a Jane Darwell 
Dv. Therberg.. .Sidney Blackmer 
so RR ee ee eyes ..Maurice Cass 
(oustance se eveeeceees- Minna Gombell 
Mis. Cunninghom .. Margaret Irving 
Pivwe POURS 255s 0-0 aves &d.08e Gordon Elliott 
eR ED, 5a GS walle cua oe Klisha Cook, Jr. 
MROMMIW os b cnc cpeecnneseds Brewester Twins 
NPE SPP rer er roe r rts yrrts = Paul Hurst 
SOUS. 4c chs bade oh ans tial K. Dawson 
LER Re ES Saeed UNG oe rs George Ernest 
| BRS er erry” Georges Renavent 
ENCE 45:5 «3 «2.07 dems haeeas Spencer Charters 
Pe: SUE, pcb desrhieacios , Claire du Brey 
DOU: } .¥ 66 bs d606 ot wane Lon Chaney, Jr. 
| SSP rrr re erorre ery Charles Judels 
Delivers ST SPP rrrrrry? ty tt Stanley Fields 
SWORE oso 6.0 cobs Sem ORSR OCS S Olin Howard 
Beant. of Nurses, .cscicscccceviec Jan Duggan 


li’s that old triangle again; this 
time with a new set of dimensions. 
A sparkling. cleverly written and 
finely directed comedy, based on a 
truism that two women can love one 
man and all three can be very happy, 
until the women find out about each 
other. Then it’s something else again 

They've written novels, plays and 
films on this theme for many years. 


- oack 
ererrer) 


Leopold Stoke 
Deanna Durbin, whose comet 

| streaked across the film sky a year 
ij} ago in Universal's “Three Smart 
| Girls,” is a bright, luminous star in 
| her second picture, ‘One Hundred Men 
| and a Girl,’ which is something new in 
| entertainment. and a box office at-| 
| traction way up among the leaders of | 
| the early season. Its originality rests 
|on a firm and strong foundation. 
| craftsmanship which has 
| popular values from Wagner, Tschai- 
| kowski, Liszt, Mozart 
This new film, produced by Joe Pas- 
ternak and directed by Henry Kos- 


ter, opens new vistas and reveals 
means of winning greater picture 
audiences. 


The Durbin girl is so improved 
over her previous appearance that 





| she is a cinch for a starring career | 


| of major money importance to film 
| theatres. Histrionically, she does 
| everything like a veteran, scores with 
| her comedy, charms with her naivete, 
| and registers at the tear-ducts with 
| her persuasive emotional passages. 
| Although the story is written to her 
| pattern, her achievement as a per- 
| former is none the less remarkable. 
She motivates the entire action. 
| keeps the situations alive with her 
| spontaniety. and tops off with super- 
lative vocal contributions. 
| Universal wisely has given her ex- 
cellent support in Leopold Stokowski. 
director of the Philadelphia sym- 


captured | 


and Verdi. | 


Bulldog Drummond Back 


Paramount production and release Fea- 
tures John Barrymore, Louise Campbell, 
John Howard, Rewinald Denny, KE. E. Clive. 

; Directed by Louis King. Adapted hy Ed- 
wurd T. Lowe from story by H. C. MeNeile 
(‘Sapper’). Camera, Harry Mills At Cri- 
terion, N. Y., week Sept. 2; '37. Run- 
ning time, () mins. 
Crees FOIGIBOM. «cs 6 0cks ees John Parrymore 
Bulldog Drummond...........dohn Howard 
Phyllis Clavering.........:; Lauise Campbell 
|Algy Longworth. .....ccers Reginald Denny 
SE i fs 6 oad wale oe owed’ E. E. Clive 
Mikhail Valdin...... ces J. Carroll Naish 
i Peemn. Holdawie. os... cso hese Helen Freeman 
fC MIO ces thebb bee tWecesen ise Zeffie Tilbury 
| SARE. . ccc ccveccccccassecsnesd John Sutton 
ORUORMIG «65.4404 de id bh. eo taER ON OS Rita Page 
| Morris ‘hebeedeés be uettee cane Iva Henderson 
| Blanton Fiebedésvedsavcsysnvssee John Rogers 
p SENN «96.0% 6 oa se ce bs 2 isp save QL are 
| Burman-Landlord......... Forrester Harvey 
S PRON MONS i oie et boats Cnneeens Phyllis Barry 
5 SE CONION 6 6 6 a dEN 00 64 seresese (, L. Sherwood 
gu} a Pee ee Otte Fries 
| Policeman Terr ees. Pres et ee Calin Kenny 
OOS ov crveveccecectesbannecwae Frank Baker 


Only occasionally is there offered 
|a more bewildering mess upon which 


| has been wasted such talenteas John | 


| Barrymore. Louise Campbell, Reg- 
inald Denny and others. Whatever 
| b.o. this film hopes to achieve it will 
|only be because of the presence of 
'these players. The story is a confused 
mixture of cross-mysteries which 
reaches rare nonsensical heights, and 
only the multiple programs, at best, 
_will be able to bear up under the 


‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ starts 1ight| phony orchestra, who plays a lengthy | !oad of ‘Bulldog Drummond Comes 
out as though it never had heard of) film role with surprising ease and | Back. 


the idea before, because it has many | 


twists and turns which are rovel and 
new. The general effect iz an cinter- 
tainment of unusually satisfactory 
elements, of which the manner of the 
telling is the most enjoyable. The 
acting is excellent, and the people 
concerned are human beings of the 
upper social strata who respond to 
primitive principles in orthodox 
style. 

Film is a lot better than the trite 
title would indicate. Folks will leave 


theatres talking enthusiastically 
about it and the performances of 


Warner Baxter, Loretta Young and 
Virginia Bruce. Box office business 
will build day by day. 

Baxter is a brilliant young sur- 
geon who seems to have nothing on 
his mind except his profession. His 


consulting rooms are smartly fur-| 


nished and the furniture is occupied 
by smart people, most of whom only 
think they have something the mat- 
ter with them. Virginia Bruce is his 
nurse-assistant who interprets X-ray 

hotographs at a glance, stands at 

is side in the operating room, and 
devotes her life to his career. Comes 
Loretta Young, direct from Park 
avenue and Central Park, where she 
dislocated a shoulder in a fall from 
her mount. She vrings romance into 
his life, which consists of one ’phone 
call after another. At a moment 
when all his patients are either asleep 
or uneonscious, he finds time to 
marry Miss Young, but the honey- 


conviction, and Adolphe Menjou, who 
| ives one of his best characteriza- 
| tions, a role quite different from his 
usual type of parts. In addition to 
these two, Alice Brady breezes 
three a short sequence in high glee. 
and Eugene Pallette, Mischa Auer 
and Billy Gilbert have important 
things to do and do them well. 

The ‘100 men’ of the title are mem- 
bers of a symphony of unemployed 
musicians whom Miss Durbin is or- 
Sanizing and managing. Hans Kraly 
is credited with the original story. 
which on paper must have looked 
farfetched and fantastic. However. 
the screenplay is developed cleverly 
and with credibility by Bruce Man- 
ning, Charles Kenyon and James 
Muthauder, 


_ Idea is that the unemployed artists 
in order to get sponsorship for a 
radio contract must obtain a conduc- 
tor with an outstanding name of wide 
radio appeal. Miss Durbin goes right 
after the biggest shot in town. Stok- 
owski, completing his regular sub- 
scription season, is unapproachable, 
but rebuffs which would discourage 


Napoleon mean nothing to the 
youngster. In the end she wins his 
support. 


Much of the distinctive nature of 
the film. marking it as a harbinger of 
substantial attractions which merge 
classic music and pepular priced film 
entertainment, lies in the vastly im- 
proved mechanical skill of tone re- 
production, This has been so adreit- 





This is a sequel tale, of course, 
jand it is rendered with the fullest 
| intensity of a riotous juvenile im- 
|agination. Because its text so close- 
ly resembles chapter film texture, 
this film may prove to have some 
appeal to kids. But that’s hardly 
half enough to meet ,the require- 
ments of the quick changeovers. 


Bulldog Drummond ‘(John How- 
ard this time). and his friends are 
unwilling victims of a mixed pair of 
leriminals who want revenge upon 
| the gentleman adventurer for his 
| having caused the hanging of a near 
|relative. Louise Campbell is Drum- 
|mond’s heart interest, so the crimi- 
|nals kidnap her to provoke Drum- 
‘mond and then after leading him 
|through a series of unreasonable 
|terroristic incidents, capture him and 
Reginald Denny, likewise. But just 
them Drummond's friend, Inspector 
| Nielson (Bétrymore) under disguise 
l|as a fisherman with a broad beak, 
intervenes to save the situation, ap- 
prehend the criminals and give Miss 
Campbell back to Drummond. Miss 
Campbell and John Barrymore are 
the only two smooth performers in 
the film. Their performances alone 
ease the strain of the more bombastic 
| histrionics ef John Howard and oth- 
|ers. Howard resembles and essays a 
Gable manner and speech, but it 
| doesn't impress. He has a tough role 
|wherein he follows a well remem- 
_bered and tip-top performer. 

4 Most of Barrymore's performance 








bler. Angle could have been built 
up to make the film bulkier. 

| Cast generally o.k. Joan Wood- 
| bury, new film face, is very attrac- 
tive and should be seen frequently in 


| leases 


|}comes a 
|ries and has a son. 


| 


future. Tom Kennedy did his usual 
las Gleason’s stupe assistant. Ada 
Leonard, from burley, niteries and 
| vaude, has a bit as-a showgirl. Does 


all right in a part which casts her as 
ia cold.glint-eyed type wrangling 
with a line-sister. Bert. 


DOCTOR SYN 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London. Aug. 25. 


General Film Distribs release of Gaumont- 


British preduction. Stars George Arliss; 
features Margaret Lockwood, John Loder. 
Directed by Roy William Neill. Adapted 


from novel by Russell Thorndike; scenario, 


Roger Burford; djaleog, Michael Hogan; 
camera, Jack Cox. At Piccadilly, London, 
Aug. 25. “37. Running time S81 mins. 
a. Ce eee ee George Arliss 
NS cs ¢ aos oB'e 60.00% s Marguret Lockwood 
ees 6.140.400 bok debe abe vcus at Join Loder 
eo Be ers ee Roy Emerton 
fo Pre ear ..Graham Moffatt 
YT Ns ano 5 60k 0 6SWe osu de Frederick Burtwell 
| DS os ae de WRAS 1 OUK Ewes George Merritt 
re Se Athole Stewart 
a A hovisah 20se0a04 Wilson Coieman 
ee, Me 5 oad ev-s hss oade ele Wally Patch 
The Mulatto...............-Meinhart Maur 
Mra, Waggetts............+...Muriel George 


Principal handicap against the ac- 
ceptance of George Arliss in the stol- 
lar role is the preconceived not:on 
on the part of most people that a 
pirate of the olden days was a robust, 
heavy-drinking, swearing and ruth- 
less individual. ‘Doctor Syn’ tries 
to overcome this by bringing oui! at 
the finish that Clegg the nirate. por- 
trayed by Arliss, originaily studied 
for the bar. but was disquaiified for 
sharp practice. 


It isn’t easy to reconcile the Arliss 
physique with a man who, to seek 
revenge on a burly mulatts who had 
ravished his wife, had cut off his 
ears and removed his ton sue, tying 
him to a tree in a wilderness to 
starve. Audience is expected to ac- 
cept this same man as living an zp- 
pagently spotless life, 20 vears later, 
as a priest who is secretly at the 
head of his old gang. new turned 
smugglers, and who devotes every 
penny thus acquired to the oetter- 
ment of the little coastal village over 
which he presides. One cannot be- 
lieve Arliss as a mild vastor whe, 
when aroused and attacked by one 
of his cronies, slips over a knockout 
punch. ‘Doctor Syn’ could have been 
a good picture. but not with Arliss. 
because with him in the name part 
it doesn't ring true. 

John Loder as the hero has al:out 
as small a role as could be alleeated 
to a lead in a picture, and Mareiret 
Lockwood has been equally spared 
from overworking herself. Abeut 
three-quarters of a dozen character 
parts are ably enacted by peopie well 
versed in that field of endeavor. Pro- 
duction details and photography de- 





direction is on a high plane. Jole. 


pict the period entertainingly.. ‘a 


| 
| 
| 








tried by court martial and sentenced 
to death for murder. 

Capt. Mack (Henry Wilcoxon) re- 
him from his cell on New 
Year’s Eve so that he may enjoy 
himself with his friend@in the can- 
teen. Mack stood sponsor for Jer- 
icho, who takes this opportunity to 
make good his escape. Mack is dis- 
missed from the army and séntenced 
to five years in Leavenworth. Jeri- 
cho didn’t know Mack had gone on 
his bond and the latter. at the con- 
clusion of his jail sentence. swears 
he will get Jericho if it is the last 
thing he does. 

Meantime Jericho escapes across 
the African desert, where he be- 
leader of the natives. mar- 
After searching 
Mack enters a cinema 
and finds a film of the trek to the 
salt mines, showing Jericho as the 
local ruler of the country. He flies 
down there, confronts Jericho with 
a gun, sees how happy the colored 
man is with his family. and realizes 
that he had not realized Mack would 
be punished, so starts back. 

Jericho accompanies him to his 
plane and attempts to get in. saying 
he is returning to civilization to vin- 
dicate his old friend. Turning off the 
engine, Mack persuades Jericho to 
get out and wind up the propeller. 
Directly this is done he dashes off, 
to leave the colored man with his 
amily. But one of the natives. be- 
lieving he means harm to their 
leader, shoots at the plane, killing 
Mack and causing the machine to 
crash. 

Picture ends with a local burial 


everywhere, 


| service, at which the glorious voice 


of Robeson is the dominant note. 

Robeson plays with reserve and 
discretion. He can indicate violent 
emotion without raising his voice out 
of the middle register. 

Acting throughout is on a high 
level, but it is the unusual story and 
absorbing African scenes which pro- 
vide popular entertainment for all 
classes. Director has fully developed 
the possibilities of his story material 
and has a sock pic. Jolo. 


Outlaws of the Orient 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt, fewutures Mae Clarke, Hureld 
Huber, Ruy Walker, James Kush Directed 


by Ernest KH. 
“Charles Francis 


Schoedsack. Screenplay, 
Royal and Paul Franklin; 
Graves; 


story, Ralph camera James 8S, 
Brown, Jr.; editor, Dwight Caldwell. At 
Varsity, Lincoln, dual. Running time, 61 
mins. 

8 ae ee ee Jack Het 
EN V4 6 6406-64-0-06050 5006645029 Mine Clarke 
Ho-Fung..... TTT TTC TTT Tere Harek?d Huber 
DON 6b0AG0460:% “Try Terre TTT Ray Walker 
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Snyder... sheteee¥ 6228800347044 Joe Crehan 
i eee TYTITYTT TLL Tere Bernice Robetis 
Sheldon...... C6Gb 000 6844054008 Harry Werth 





Not as good as Jack Holt usually 
does. Film is hampered by having 
a great deal of waste minutes, such 
as showing such uninteresting ma- 
terial as a dozen plane landings and 
take-offs in the hour's running time, 
as well as some shots of flying a 
regular mail run most of the time 
without dramatic happening. 

Holt is transplanted to the Gobi oil 
fields, where Harold Huber is a local 
protectionist who wants a piece of 
the money just so nothing will hap- 


| pen. Holt is up single-handed against 
,a Chinese war lord who doubts if he 


can do the job, a rival oil company 
dedicated to the mission of seeing 
that he doesn’t complete the con- 
tract, and the bandit Huber, who 
takes what he can find. 

Two women in the show—Mae 
Clarke, who gets the most out ef it, 
and Bernice (sometimes listed as 
Beatrice) Roberts, who is third per- 
son, except in the opening minutes. 
Mae's a bookkeeper, who can't keep 
up with Holt’s padded accounts, and 
- later falls for his brother, James 


ush. 

Harold Huber handles the pockei- 
tipping assignment in good order, his 
one penchant being the desire to be 
designated as ‘General.’ Joe Crehan 
makes good as a tear-hair exec. 

Bern. 
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BORNEO 


oth Century-Fox felease of: Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin Jobnson production. Supervised by 
Truman Talley. Narration, Lowell Thomas; 
additional, narration, Lew Lahr and Russell 
Shields; recording, Joseph Tilton and Wal- 
ter Hicks. At Rialto, N. ¥., week Sept. 3, 
*37, Running time, fv mins, 





Producers oi many animal pictures 
in their career, ‘Borneo’ is the last 
to be made by the late Martin John- 
son and his wife, Osa, but latter is 
going to continue the Johnson tradi- 
tion and is already in African wilds 
to make ‘Stanley and Livingston.’ Af- 
ter having returned from Borneo last 
winter, the Johnsons were in a plane 
crash, Martin Johnson being killed. 
A brief summary of what happened, 
in addition to a tribute to the intrepid 
hunter-photographer, opens ‘Borneo.’ 
It is not overdone, Lowell Thomas’ 
spiel being in the best of taste. 


The best animal picture the John-| 
sons made was not their last to- 
gether, for while ‘Borneo’ creates 
considerable interest, it is never 
exciting nor does it contain any of 
the thrills arising out of danger or 
other situations which are important 
to productions of this kind. Effort 
is made to instill danger or suspense 
through a sequence in which the 
Johnsons visit what are supposed to 
be savage headhunters of the wild 
and wooly back country. But the 
warriors act like pet kittens and 
look about as fierce. All the efforts 
of narrator Thomas to ‘inject menace 
go awry. 

Another visit paid by the John- 
sons, this time to less ferocious na- 
tives who like their locally-distilled 
grog, has far more merit in that two 
of the men are very humorous char- 
acters under the influence of the 
snake-bite they indulge and Lew 
Lehr cleverly derives laughs from 
the situation. Lehr is equally adept 
at making hay over some scenes 
with the proboscis monkeys, ex- 
tremely curious specimens and in 
this picture are photographed for the 
first time. 


The interludes with Lehr, com- 
bined with the interesting sight of 
the proboscis primates, fish that live 
on land as well as in water, oysters 
growing on tree roots, flying snakes 
and a few other curiosities, make up 
for the stagey — and other 
routine footage. In addition to the 
theatrical head-hunter scenes, a long 
stretch that appears to be overdone 
eoncerns the capture of an orang- 
utan. Considerably more footage 
than seems justified is used in cap- 
turing the ape. He is claimed to 
weigh 300 pounds, yet very small 
branches in treetops withstand his 
weight. He is also supposed to be a 
dreaded devil among the natives but 
acts as though he is afraid of humans 
instead. The sequence dealing with 
his capture includes repeat shots as 
a means of padding it out. 

The photography is generally good, 
gome striking shots of jungle and 
rivers standing out sharply. Close- 
ups of. such animals as Borneo 
yields, all of the smaller, less feroci- 
ous variety, are well done Not a 
shot is fired by gun in this one. 

Char. 


SCIPIO L’AFRICANO 


(‘Scipio, the African’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, Aug. 26. 
Ente Nazionale Industrie Cinematografiche 
distribution of Consorzio Scipio l’Africano. 
Directed by Carmine Gallone, Script and 
design of sets, Gallone; music, Ildebrando 





Pizzetti; camera, Ubaldo Arata, Anchise 
Brizzi. 
SES hoso.55 0.00e's000ee8ed Annibale Ninchi 
NE 8 5 4555s daceaeneeeae Camillo Pilotto 
I ooo sos ant echo abhe Fosco Giachetti 
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Daa Sah s Was 050.5 dace ee eeecs Memo Benassi 
SENDS 0 60:34.59:04404% Lamberto Picasso 
Mezio Ficavce bVituseeiaseeesend Franco Coop 
RAR Lactivinsseddescekew kad Isa Miranda 
Ns 5584.64 500s. Francesca Braggiotti 
(In Italian) 
Italy's long-heralded superfilm, 


‘Scipio, the African,’ was launched 
at the Fifth International Film Ex- 
position in Venice, but will not com- 
pote for any of the prizes offered. 
eason for ‘Scipio’s’ being shown 
‘outside the competition’ lies in the 
fact that it is a prestige picture, a 
propaganda picture conceived im- 
mediately after Italy’s campaign in 
Ethiopia as the best able to show 
the intimate union between the 
grandeur of ancient Rome and the 
new Roman imperial venture. Such 
being the avowed main purpose of 
the film, artistic and entertainment 
considerations became secondary. 
Story of ‘Scipio’ follows the facts 
of Roman history pretty closely. At 
the outset effects of Hannibal’s in- 
vasion of Italy and his 15-year camp 
On Italian soil are recalled. Dismal 


battle fields and wasted land. Scene : 


changes to Rome. The Roman 
Forum, where there is a huge crowd 
waiting to hear the Senate’s decision 
as to what shall be done in Rome’s 
war with Carthage. Then the Roman 
Senate in session. Here is shown 
Scipio, the young consul, asking that 
he be allowed to carry the war on 
to African soil. Old conservative 
senators, headed by Cato, insist it 
would be madness, but the younger 
Senators and the crowd outside back 
Scipio, so finally it is decided to con- 
sult the signs. These augur well for 
Scipio; his star is rising. 

Romans set sail for Africa and the 
Carthaginians are forced to recall 
Hannibal from Italy to carry on the 
war on their own soil. Hannibal asks 
for a meeting with Scipio but Scipio 
refuses to come to any terms; he 
wants nothing short of complete sub- 





ery and texture. 


jugation of Carthage and for this 
will rely on the force of Roman 
arms. 


Battle of Zama is decisive: after 


withstanding the charge of the Car- 


thaginian elephants (comparable to: 


tanks in modern warfare) Scipio at- 
tacks the flanks of the enemy army 
with his cavalry, and launches the 
proud Roman legionaries, just re- 
turned from victory in Spain, against 
the main body of the enemy. That 
is the end of Carthage. 

Fire signals spread the news of 
Scipio’s victory along the Italian 
coast and couriers bring it to Rome. 
Crowds fill the streets and the tem- 
ples acclaiming the victor. But 


Scipio retires to his family and his | 
fields and the last scene shows him | 


fingering a handful of grain and 
saying, ‘Tomorrow, with the help of 
the gods, we shall begin to sow.’ 
Despite this peacetul ending, the 
picture is distinctly martial. Battle 
of Zama takes up about a third of 
the film and this, though historically 


accurate and interesting as the first | 


conscientious filming of the tactics 
of a great battle, is not very stirring. 
Charge of the elephants and launch- 
ing of the cavalry counter attack are 
exciting moments but, outside of 
these episodes, the portrayal of the 
battle is in ':eeping with the por- 
trayal of the man whose master- 
piece it was—undramatic. For Scipio 
is shown as so sure of his success 
and his mission, and so calm about it 
all, that he becomes almost wooden. 
Camillo Pilotto as Hannibal is a 
much more human figure, and gives 
the best characterization of the film. 

Francesca Braggiotti (Mrs. John 
Lodge) is starred in the most human 
and dramatic episode of the film as 
Sofonisba, Numidian queen. Hating 
Rome, she overcomes the qualms of 
her weak husband, Siface, and per- 
suades him to march against Scipio. 
When Siface is captured she works 
her seductive charms upon the Ro- 
man leader, Massinissa. Massinissa 
is so beguiled that he marries her. 
Finally Scipio convinces him that 
the conquered queen belongs to 
Rome. Massinissa sends her a cup 
full of poison and she drains it cour- 
ageously. Miss Braggiotti plays the 
part with much fire. 

Only other feminine role is played 
by Isa Miranda as Velia, young Ro- 
man girl who is made a slave by 
Hannibal and who plans to stab him 
but is dissuaded when she finds him 
weeping over having to leave Italy. 
She is now in Hollywood for Par. 

There are a number of highly dra- 
matic scenes, such as the one of the 
crowds in the Roman forum, the sail- 
ing of the Roman forces for Africa, 
the breaking up of Hannibal’s camp 
and parts of the battle of Zama. But 
on the whole ‘Scipio’ must be viewed 
as a spectacle. not as a picture which 
is dramatically exciting, and these 
spectacular features should prove 
its selling point in America. Heln. 


SPECIAL AGENT K-7 


(WITH SONG) 

Syndicate release ef C. C. Burr produce 
tion. Stars Walter MeGrail. Features 
Queenie Smith, Joy Hodges, Irving Pichel, 
Duncan Renaldo, TPirected by Raymond K. 








Johnson. Story, George F. Zimmer; screen 
play, Phil Dunham; song, Russ Magnus 
and Billy Rice; cameraman, Elmer Dyer. 
At Strand, Brooklyn, N. Y., dual, week 
Sept. 2, ’37. Running time, 66 mins. 

iT \ PPPPTTrrre rire Walter McGrail 
QUO. .ccciccccccccccvcescccce Queenie Smith 
OWONS sc ciccccccccsccoceeesees Irving Pichel 
DOTTEF 5 cn cceocccscsvcdcosoessess Donald Reed 
GHOIEE co cc ccccccccccccenesccsss Willy Castello 
TORY cv ccteesvtosesduccesnes Duncan Renaldo 
POGDY sv cvsicccscccedccwsnceee sect Joy Hodges 
AGAIN. .cccccccccsessccecess Richard Tucker 
SiN. occ cccccccccccse. Malcojm. MacGregor 
BOMIMIE. scsi cecvhccsesecetssvesse Capt. John 
Prosecutor. .cccccnccccccses George Eldredge 
PGs 5656054 6 000s heeds 400% Henry Menjou 
BOOM WIM. . cc ccccccsceseces David MacDonald 
Captain Hall....cccccecceses William Royle 
BMOOMY..ccccececccescvesessecs Harry Harvey 
Kennedy ...cccccccccscesece James Guilfoyle 
Welter ssc cces codecs cnkesedouss Snub Pollard 





‘Secret Agent’ is strictly for the 
second-stringers. Even the actors are 
aware of the situation, making no 
effort to waste the talents that few 
of them possess on this cornily writ- 
ten, lethargically directed and gen- 
erally badly produced story of a 
lone-wolf F. B. I. investigator who 
gets nowhere fast. 

Every old gimmick such as the 
mirror reflection shooting, phoney 
courtroom sensationalism, hackneyed 
lines, finger of guill, etc., are used 
to convey mystery. They convey 
naught but laughs to all but mental 
lightweights. Unexplained slinking 
away of characters does not once 
dim the beacon-like guilt of the right 
party in this unmysterious mystery. 

As a buttinsky Fed _ interfering 
with local police work, McGrail takes 
it upon himself to clean up. In the 
process the flame of a femme ac- 
quaintance of his becomes a murder 
suspect which increases his snoop- 
ing. Dialog calls deduction and so- 
lution of crime and associated events 
‘science.’ From the audience it looks 
like pure hokum. 

As with the others, excepting Mc- 
Grail, who has the meatiest role, 
Miss Smith and Irving Pichel 
flounder around. Miss Smith as a 
sob sister never once convinces the 
audience or herself that she enjoys 
what she’s doing. Pichel also in un- 
sympathetic shyster lawyer role can- 
not conceal distaste nor his cinema 
guilt. 

Only mildly interesting and that in 
widely separated spots, film does not 
hurdle the lesser grade standards. 
Singing of ‘Actions Speak Louder 
Than Words’ in nitery sequence by 
Joy Hodges very tinpanny a 

url. 


(BRITISH MADE) 
aa London, Aug. 24. © 
Warner Bros?! Teddington production and 


Yélease. Stars Gjenda Farrell, Claude Hul- 
bert. Directed by Arthur Woods. Adap 
¢drom Norma Patterson's story by hr 


|; Willams and mera, Basi 


Tom 


Phipps: ec 








| Emmott. At Cambridge, London, Aug. 23, 
‘37. Running tithe SO mins. 

MUNETIRD ~ WW OUEIDs 5c dd dis o0'0.0 00% Glenda Farrell | 
POG SUMMER 6 ges cnobeecdar Claude Hulbert | 
RP ee er ers ee Glen Alyn 
Ce GG 5.i da 4-0 0 Redes seSamewkee John Carol } 
SY IM is chad os cee ses James Stephenson | 
Eerd Haverstock. ...ccccccve George Galleon | 
[OE ee are Arthur Finn | 
SIG TAG iin 6.66 obi evs Wallace Evennett | 
| Mrs. | RP eee Margaret Yarce 
| Mine Tanner. cs cscgcccsecees Charlotte Leigh 
| Jimmy Millett.......d.e0-.. Pat Fiizvatrick | 
Ee Us Ce ea ee Anna Murrell | 
Pez Millett.... cocccecses- Muriel Blatcher 
Monsieur Duval.......... Gibb McLaughlin 


| Simple but pleasing little comedy 
which is unpretentious and enter- 

{taining in its own limited sphere, 
and should make an acceptable sec- 

| ond feature. 

| Cheap American bunch of night 


You Live and Learn U. 





| 
' 


club dancers find their show is being | 


| closed and they will be stranded in 
Paris. Mamie is adored from 


out | 


| front by Peter, a nitwit Englishman | 


man-about-town. Being told her 
beau has come over to collect an in- 
heritance, Mamie nabs him and leads 
him into matrimony. 


On the plane going home, the bride 
discovers her husband is only a poor 
farmer, and the only inheritance was 
an old cap left by the deceased 
uncle. 


Ramshackle farmhouse dampens 
whatever spirit Mamie has left, but 
the worst is to come when she dis- 
covers Peter is a widower with three 
children. Making the best of a bad 
job, she buckles to. It’s a tough 
battle, but she makes it. 


Glenda Farrell gives a good per- 
formance as the disillusioned chorine, 
and Claude Hulbert registers as her 
mutty husband, though he is too de- 
tached. Youngsters are charmingly 
played. and the remainder of the cast 
more than satisfactory. 

Direction is smooth. Slight cut- 
ting should improve the tempo. 


BALTIC DEPUTY 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 

Amkino release of Lenfilm_ production. 
Stars Nikolai Cherkassov. Directed by 
Alexander Zarkhi and Joseph Heifetz. 
Screenplay by David Deli, Zarkhi, Heifetz 
and Leonid Rakhmanov, from story by 
Rakhmanov; camera, Hoissaye Kaplan. At 
Cameo, N. Y., week Aug. 3, '37. Running 
time, 107 mins. 


Prof. Polezhayev........ Nikolai Cherkassov 
His Wife... ccccccsvcccecs Marta Domasheva 
Bocharov...cccccsscesssssssss Boris Livanov 
Vorobiev..ccecccceccsccscesssncs Otto Zhakov 
Kuprianov..ccccccccesesd Alexander Melnikov 





(In Russian, with English Titles) 

Every several years the Soviet 
turns out a pic that lives up to its 
heralded hurrah. Such is ‘Baltic 
Deputy,’ which ranks pretty close to 
‘Potemkin,’ ‘Chapayev’ and ‘End of 
St. Petersburg.’ It’s a cinch click 
for the arties across the land, and 
the type of film which will groove 
in for sustained runs of length in 
spots where superior Russe preduct 
can draw biz. 

Happily, ‘Deputy’ underplays prop- 
aganda for the country of its make. 
Usually Russe pix stuff their foot- 
age with an annoying abundance of 
national ballyhoo to the detriment 
of the entertaining facets of the 
films. ‘Deputy’ is primarily a char- 
acter study of a scientist, and as 
such includes the current regime 
rah-rah, but sifts it in as sparsely 
as probably the makers dared. Actu- 
ally, for out-of-Russia showings, that 


techniaue is superior propaganda 
method. ; 
Yarn is based on the authentic 


document of Klement Timiriazev. 
botanist and ‘the Burbank of Russia’ 
who, 75 years old when the Lenin- 
led revolutionists got going in ’17, 
was one of the first established in- 
tellectuals of the country to enroll 
under the crimson canopy. His real 
story seems closely paralleled in this 
screen version. 

The naturalist is played by 30- 
year-old Nikolai Cherkassov, and it 
is through the young actor’s troup- 
ing that the pic largely gains its 
merits. Conscientious and metic- 
ulous character portrayal is one of 
the very best pieces of acting yet to 
come out of Russia. He’ make 
Hollywood’s mouth moisten. 

Yarn has to do with how the bot- 
anist intellectually embraced the So- 
viet cause and wrote articles in its 
defense. Then he gradually came to 
believe that the peasant farmers 
could use his knowledge of applied 
planting, grafting and raising. To 
this end he gave a book which took 
seven years to complete. 

After his espousal of the what was 
at that time termed the ‘Bolshevists, 
the naturalist was cut by most of his 
professorial and professional friends. 
One of the beauty bits of the pic’s 
handling is the naive innocence of 
the scientist as to why his friends 
should do so. And Cherkassov’s 
adroit plaving of the role firmly es- 


lab workers who dwell in the well 
or their work and thoughts to the 
exclusion of. almost all other activ- 
ity. It’s the always popular concep- 
tion of the scientific genius 
| leads a child-like simple life outside 
his workshop. 

Also effective drama is the learn- 
ing of the peasants and Red soldiers 
and sailors to respect the naturalist 
and understand what he has done 
for the remade country. 

The fadeout is rather new for 
Russe product and a borrow from 





being shown round by an American | 


| two who collaborated, Alexander 
Zarkhi and Joseph Heifetz, are 
rather unknown. Camera genorally 
good. Bert. 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Aug. 30. | 
Les Films Excelsior production released 
by Tux. Features Sessue Hayakawa, 
Pierre-Richard Willm and Michiko Tanaka. 
Directed by Max Ophuls. Screen play, 
Maurice Dekobra; camern. Schufftan, At 
Olympia, Paris. Runrins time 95 mins. 

Serge SN SS sae <es Pierre-Richard Willm 
Ysamo. eceeeesteeeeeeee. eRSUe Hayakawa 
PRs s Wyhatsad0'ee ewaeren Michiko Tanaka 
POAWIIK. cece ccceecenes .... Roland Toutain 
i See 2 Lucienne Lemarchand 
a See eee ee rr) eee Gabriello 
POON ss oes thaweewdan sor Rac is*sawes Saillard 
CRO T eric daa ka cree es Camille Bert 
SUNEOO Cs a a os haoa 6 000 8a ds Paulais 
ee ME. 56.7 ak ois dws co eles S'S Ky Duyen 
Russian Attache.......... Philippe Richard 
Court President..............Martial Rebbe 


tablished the botanist as one of those | 


who | 


S. technique. To have the old 
man lock himself in his lab and start 
| to work on new agricultural ideas 
as the army tramps off to fight the 
decisive battle which established for 
finality the Soviets makes a much 
| better ending and certainly more 
| genuinely dramatic than encountered 
|; usually in Amkino releases. Han- 
dling avoided the hoke and trashy 
| 
| 





fireworks resorted to in the past. 
Throughout the pic there is no scene 
of battle, not a view of a barricade. 
and scarcely any shots of the physi- | 
cal ordeal during the revolution. In | 
that, it’s a ‘first’ of the sort from the 
‘rah-rah for Russia’ film factories. 

Small cast uniformly good, with 
Alexander Melnikov a standout as 
naval petty officer. 

Direction fine throughout, and the 





(In French) 

Ballyhooed ¢ d blared here as one 
of the outstanding French produc- 
tions of the year, this pic falls far 
short of that. If the publicity already 
handed out pulls at all, it should do 
well here. But on its own merits 


‘Yoshiwara’ can only do average at 
best, and is doubtful for abroad. 


Re-entry of Sessue Hayakawa to 
films in this section of the world has 
been played to the hilt, with him 
being given a great buildup. But the 
story, acting, directing, cutting and 
photography can’t make the film 
stand up. 


Best performance is turned in by 
Michiko Tanaka, who does some com- 
mendable acting and proves that she 
can do plenty of justice to this type 
of role. Pierre-Richard Willm, while 
making a better impression than 
usual, still does not get all this is 
possible from his part as a lieuten- 
ant in the Russian Imperial navy. 
Sessue Hayakawa, as a coolie in 
love with Tanaka, who turns traitor 
to have her executed as an accessory 
in an espionage gag with Willm when 
she thumbs down on him, marches 
through the pic with a perfect dead 
pan. No emotion, just a sour, sad, 
dead pan. 


Story goes through devious by- 
passes to reach an unhappy ending, 
with Tanaka shot and Willm dying 
from wounds inflicted by Japanese 
agents who were tipped off: by Haya- 
kawa that he is fingering in espion- 
age in the Japanese capital. 

Most of the scenes are laid in the 
Geisha quarter, but few of them are 
convincing. Types are poorly made 
up and lack of real Oriental color 
and characters is notable. 


Born into a rich family whose 
father has hari-karied, Tanaka goes 
to one of the tea houses to work. 
Willm comes along, spots her, buys 
her for the time his ship is to be in 
port and wants to marry her. Then 
Hayakawa steps in for his revenge. 


When a traitrous coolie is allowed 
to live, an innocent gal is shot and a 
supposed honorable lieutenant in a 
navy is killed because of that coolie 
—then it is no wonder the Japanese 
government kicked about the story. 

Hugo. 


Command Performance 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Aug. 27. 
Genersl Film Distribs release of Gros- 
venor Sound Film production. Stars Ar- 
thur Tracy; features Lilli Palmer. Directéd 
by Sinclair Hill. Camera, Cyril Bristow. 


At Piceadillv, London, Aug. 19, '37. Run- 
ning time, 84 mins. 

Depeet WihSeP. . «iss cecsdsceeeks Arthur Tracy 
PROG ssc cvenccccssveteetcivisee Lilli Palmer 
| SET rer Tri re er re Mark Daly 
MANAGE... cc vcpcsssocvcesseses Finlay Currie 
FOUPMST SE. soc cs vecsncevianess Jack Melford 
PG sé 0 vs ce nescs 00s ciatss sO ae 
<f  MOUTEUPTETOCTLOTT Pier er. Julien Vedey 
i, : SEP PCTEPorPrererrrr ter? Phyllis Stanley 
NES 6 isda ocd ensesvexescs eae Rae Collet 





This one looks like a feeble at- 
tempt to build a film resembling? an 
American musical, but, like all Brit- 
ish productions relying more or less 
on wisecracks, it falls down badly on 
dialog. 

Without even attempting to spend 
any money of consequence on the 
production, a good provincial picture 
has been turned out. In this field, 
where it is said the star draws 
money. company will get away with 
its sentimental banality. 

Tracy is a pop stage idol whose 
voice breaks down due to nerves. He 
runs away and joins a Gipsy camp, 
where he meets a Gipsy girl who 
doesn’t know who he is. 

On the whole a shin-shape com- 


—=s 


65, 66 OCH YAG 


(65, 66 And I’) 
(SWEDISH MADE) 





Scandinavian Talking Picts. release of 
Wivel production, Directed by Anderg 
Henrikson, Adapted trom play by Axel 

| Frisches; camera, Elner Akeson: ad ipta- 
tion, Fleming Lenige At Sth Av Plase 
house, N. Y., week Aug. ZS, "37. Running 
time, SO mins. 
WN 4.5 wi 4 0b 4 65 0-0 5-06 Thor Motleen 
a EN OS eee Calle Hagman 
TR a ee .Elof Alhrle 
A ais thas Fd ea chee a ude Katie Rolfsen 
Ri SOE ede ke COS ck ce bese ded \lan Bohlin 
NEWS Per OUCOTSGON. 6 cece cs sekecas Elsa Carlton 
MERC Cs 660 6nd 0.8 04.0% Greta Wenneberg 

RUE cc cccccncccescececuc Win SRCOnnen 
Dlomber SATE CT PPT T rere \rthur Cederborgh 
SION) 6 eARtageserevasece Hugo Jacobson 
POUCCII ..6 Eee i ccccccccect«ccttimme Pere 
Poctor.... se hidanreere Kille Kinch 
Potice Sergeant.. Olaf Riego 

(In Swedish with English Titles) 

Droll comedy, deftly written, ca- 

pably produced and_ persuasively 


played. Language difficulties should 
stymie it in this country except in 
the arties, but it offers distinct pos- 
sibilities for remake or dubbing. 
Drawback for remake would lie in 
the difficulty of matching the char- 
acter of its present performance. 
Story is a simple one offering 
chance for farce situations, most of 
which are based on the amusing 
characters of the principals. Gusty 
business man goes swimming and has 
his clothes stolen by a fugitive from 
Sweden's compulsory military train- 
ing stint. Runaway poses as the 
prosperous merchant, only to learn 
he faces a 30-day sentence for drunk- 
en driving. 

Business man, taken to military 
headquarters, is unable to prove his 
real identity except by appealing 
to the lieutenant, his daughter’s 
suitor, of whom he has disapproved. 
Lieutenant, refusing to recognize 
him, has him assigned as orderly. 
Without going overboard on slap- 
stick, the farce capitalizes the comic 
opportunities. Action keeps skim- 
ming with frequent laughs and the 
English titles for the most part 
keep an uncomprehending spectator 
abreast of the story. Titles, incident- 
ally, were written by someone who 
went overboard on American slang 
and are occasionally good for a 
chuckle from a reverse standpoint. 


Point of the title lies in the three 
musketeers of the military training, 
the business man and his two news 
found pals-in-arms, Militiamen No. 
65 and 66. All turee characters are 
knowingly drawn and played, with 
other neat performances turned in 
by Allan Bohlin as the lieutenant, 
Arthur Cederborgh as the hobo 
slacker and Olaf Riego as a crabby 
police sarge. Whole pic unrolls in 
the spirit of broad fun. Should sat- 


isfy Swedith audiences and may 
tickle occasional American specta- 
tors. Hobe. 


Riders of the Rockies 


(WITH SONGS) 
National release of Edward F. 
production. Stars Tex Ritter. Die 


Grand 
Finney 


rected by R. N. Bradbury. Story, Lindsley 
Parsons; screen play, Robert Immetts 


songs, Tex Ritte and Fank Sanuccl; came 





eaman, Gus Peterson. At Arena. N. Y., 
Aug. 27-28, '37. Running time, 59 mins. 

FOR Ms ob hes dhebeaserecens Tex Ritter 
Louise Rogers...... .... Louise Stanley 
| PPPPPRY rrr Lav Tereere Charles King 
Sergeant Beef..........-e006 Yakima Canutt 
PUTIN 00 ci.wons¥Cbntitiatvecss Earl Dwire 
POO WO. ccccccsevcccecctcc.. SUUD Poller 
DOG. ov kneteidenseestbessess Horace Murphy 
MeRGOGS s <.svcav cresesuvevae Martin Garalaga 
Captain Hayes......e...+-.- Jack Rockwell 
POO S b-eu- anodes 600tbbeb Rt OGd00 00 Paul Lopes 
TRORCMMION 6. a 0's 560 6 HbA bs 6802 008 Heber Snow 





Familiar border rustling yarn em- 
bellished with a couple of home-spun 
tunes and cowboy yodeling which 
adds to a sum total of the lesser end 
of dual shows. Would be even less 
but for presence of Tex Ritter. He’s 
the life-savor for this entry. 

There seems to be a trend of late 
by western prolucers to neglect 
faithfulness of detail for speed. Audi- 
ences of sage sagas are more discrim- 
inating than the producers think, and 
the presence of anarchronistic incon- 
gruities such as stage coaches among 
currently popular styles in femme 
clothing, etc, can make for the 
wrong kind and untimed laughs 
which might eventually be felt at 
the b.o. Singing of Tex in a Mex 
nitery for no apparent reason is not 
only unwelcome to auditors, but a 
blight on the ear. Gal partner should 
_— one have tried in the phoney 

uet, 


A tale of three Arizona rangers 
forever in trouble is the theme. Rid- 
ing to a newly assigned post they 
thwart a stage holdun, but lose their 
horses. Once established at the 
camp, they unwittingly help the rus- 
tlers make away with a herd. Sus- 
pected of complicity with the wrong 
side they are jugged. Tex alone es- 
capes the jail fate and sets out to 
| corner the gunmen. With the aid of 
the rural Mex constabulary he final- 
ly runs them ragged in an open range 
running battle. Meanwhile his two 
pals had escanved and joired in the 
melee. Turns out that girl singer, 
also a suspect: two pals, supposedly 
escaped; are all nart of a grand plot 
of chief’s to snag the wrong-siders. 

Singing of Tex on the ranve is oke 
for western films. but same Tex ina 
nitery is n.s.g. Guitaring, etc., also 
in keeping with the film. Same can 
not be said for rest of actors. Louise 
Stanley makes a poor throb while 
Earl Dwire and Snub Pollard. would- 





mercial job, and should be acceptable 





to native houses compelled to play 
} quota films. Jolo. 


be comic pals, also fail. Running 
| ficht, Tex and musicking make what 
| there is to this. Hurl. 
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KATHARINE GINGER 


HEPBURN ROGERS 


ADOLPHE 


MENJOU 
GAIL PATRICK 


CONSTANCE COLLIER © ANDREA LEEDS 
SAMUEL §, HINDS ~ LUGILLE BALL 


FROM THE PLAY BY EDWA FERBER AMD GEORGE S, KAUFMAN 
SCREEN PLAY BY MORRIE AYSKIND AND ANTHONY YVEILLER 


DIRECTED BY GREGORY LA CAVA 
PRODUCED BY PANDRO S. BERMAN 



































DWAY'S SENSATIONAL STAGE SUCCESS 
COMES THE OUTSTANDING HIGHLIGHT 
ALL THE SCREEN’S NEW BIG PICTURES! 


thored by two of the greatest living playwrights, EDNA 
BBR and GEORGE S. KAUFMAN ... Thrillingly directed by the 
us behind ““My Man Godfrey’’, GREGORY LA CAVA... 
imorously produced by Hollywood’s ace picture-maker, 
DRO Ss. BERMAN... Brilliantly adapted by screen play- 
git ts MORRIE RYSKIND and ANTHONY VEILLER...Intimately played 
sfars daringly cast to sweep your fans off their feet 
th) curiosity—and satisfaction! .. At last the picture you 
iP} y MUST give extra playing time! 


ATION DYNAMITE! BOX-OFFICE INT! 
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KAY SUES TO END We 
PACT IN ‘TOVARICH’ TIFF 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Kay Francis started suit last week 
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Hollywood, Sept. 7. , supervised by cee ag directed by Ray ‘Taylor; original screen 
, hal “ides ; . coi .¢| play by Edward Kelso, Cast: Tex Ritter, no other assignments. 

Despite the fact that production slowed down during the latter part of | ‘WITH PLEASURE MADAME,’ to be produced by Eugen Frenke: no 

definite starting date; original screen play by Albert Cohen and Hans 





August, the Hollywood studios are still well on the way to keep out in| 





front of their promised schedules. Combined studios have promised output | 
of 588 films for the 1937-38 season. Since Aug. 1, they have delivered 61, | 
which is still ahead of the necessary moithly average. 

However, the outlook for the next few weeks is particularly bright. 
Studios new have 43 productions before cameras and 65 in cutting rooms or 
vaults awaiting previews. 


Columbia 


Kraley. Cast: Anna. Sten. No other assignments as yet. 


‘LOVE ME AGAIN,’ to be produced and directed by Victor Schertzinger; | : 
| original by Schertzinger; screen play by John Francis Larkin. Cast: Anna! Vérbal agreement with Jack L. War. 


Sten. No other assignments as yet. 


Meiro 





Now Balance to 


, for abrogation of her contract With 
| Warners, asserting that she had a 
|ner that she would be Siven the 
| femme lead in ‘Tovarich,’ being pro- 
| duced as ‘Tonight’s Our Night’ with 
Claudette Colbert in the spot. 

Actress is now starring in ‘Re 


‘ turn 
From Limbo.’ 








Number Number Now in Be Placed: Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepzra- bd 
j Now Balance to Promised pleted ing Reems Cameras tien Par 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in Features ........ ; 48 3 6 5 34 3 Suit 
pea hal — tn. oe Prepara- Hal Reach......... 4 0 0 0 4 i 
; ‘ ng ooms Cameras tion _ _— — _ ; ag (Continuec . age & 
—, oe Surawin are 40 2 2 6 30 3 ee He 52 3 6 5 38 4 0 yi idan mestoes 
esterms .. ...... a I 0 2 19 | Piciures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: a dee: . 
Total 62 “3 2 3 49 re | ‘MADAME X,’ produced by James K. McGuinness; directed by Sam ‘ts merits. We want to stop irre- 
Cetescccece ‘ 49 3 | Wocd: original by Alexander Bisson; screen play by John Meehan; photo-| F: rable injury to ourselves. We ars 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


Briskin unit; directed by D. Ross Lederman: original by J. Benton Cheney: | 

screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr. and Grace Neville. Cast: Charles Quigley, 

pe Halworth, J. Farrell MacDonald, John Gallaudet, Paul Fix, Arthur 
oft. 

“RIVER OF MISSING MEN,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis Collins; original by Bernard McConnville; screen play by Tom Kil- 
patrick; photography br James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Wynne 
Gibson, Jack LaRue, C. Henry Gordon, William Pawley, Billy Bakewell, 
Arthur Hohl. 

‘PARK AVENUE DAME,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by A! Rogell; original by Robert T. Shannon: screen 
play. by Michael Simmons; photography by Henry Freulich. Cast: Richard 
Arlen, Fay Wray, Mary Russell, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Raymond Wal- 


| graphed by John Seitz. Cast: Gladys George, Warren William, John Beai, | 
‘THE GAME THAT KILLS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Henry Daniel, Emma Dunn, Lynne Carver, Philip Reid, William Henry, | film contracts. 


Ruth Hussey 

‘MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH,’ no producer credit; directed by George 
Seitz; original screen play by Herman J. Mankiewicz; photographed by 
Charles Lawion. Cast: Edna May Oliver, Maureen O'Sullivan, Janet 
Beecher, Arthur Pidgeon, Rita Johnson, Lya Lys, Charley Grapewin, Brent 
Sargent, Walter Kingsford. 


‘THE BRIDE WORE RED,’ produced by Joe Mankiewicz: directed by | 


Dorothy Arzner; dance direction by Val Raset; original, adapted from ‘The 
Girl from Trieste,’ by Ferenc Molnar; screen play by Tess Slesinger and 
Bradbury Foote; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: 
Robert .Young, Franchot Tone, Billy Burrud, Lynne 
Owen, George Zucco, Dickie Moore, Paul Porcasi. 
‘CONQUEST,’ formerly titled ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ produced by 


Carver, Reginald 


Joan Crawford, 


|hot asking for a performance of the 
We simply wish to 
| be in a position to compete with 
| other distributors, free from coer- 
}cion and conspiracy by the defend- 
jants. We wish to have the con- 
|spiracy and the specific acts enum- 
erated by us restrained until such a 
| time as the court can determine the 
|merits of this suit. 

| “The talk raised by the defendants 
| about a.harsh contract and unfair 
| treatment is simply dust intended to 


burn, Gene Morgan, Mare Lawrence, George McKay. Bernard Hyman; directed by Clarence Brown; novel by Gasiorowski; | cloud the real issues.’ 

"WOMEN OF THE NIGHT,’ produced by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C.| screen play by S. N. Behrman, Salka Viertel, Zoe Akins, Sam Hoffenstein | Judge Nordbye pointed out to the 
Coleman, Jr.; original by Leslie White; screen play by Robert Cohen;| and Talbot Jennings; dance direction by Val Raset; photographed by Karl] counsel that the Clavton act pro- 
photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Don Terry, Jacqueline Wells,| Freund. Cast: Greta Garbo, Charles Boyer, Reginald Owen, Henry | hibiting interference with interstate 


Ralph Byrd, Rita Hayworth, Arthur Loft, John Gallaudet, Louise Stanley, 
Paul Fix, Thurston Hall. 

‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by Leo | 
McCarey; original story by Arthur Richman; screen play by Dwight Taylor | 
and Vina Delmar; photographed by Joe Walker. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary 
Grant, Ralph Bellamy, Joyce Compton, Wyn Cahoon, Robert Allen, Cecil 
Cunningham. 

‘TLL TAKE ROMANCE,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by 
Edward H. Griffith; photographed by Lucien Andriot; no writing credits 
announced as yet. ast: Grace Moore, Melvyn Douglas, Stuart Erwin, 
Andre Beranger, Helen Westley, Richard Carle, Walter Kingsford. 

‘ALL AMERICAN SWEETHEART,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Robert E. 
Kent; screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace Neville and Michael L. Sim- 


Stephenson, C. Henry Gordon, Maria Ouspenskaya, Alan Marshall, George 
Houston, Shepard Strudwick, Ivan Lebedeff, Bodil Rosing, Claude Gilling- 
water, Noble Johnson, Roland Varno. 

‘DOUBLE WEDDING,’ produced by Joe Mankiewicz; directed by Richard 
Thorpe; original by Ferenc Molnar; screen play by Jo Swerling; photo- 
graphed by Hal Rosson. Cast: William Powell, Myrna Loy, John 


Edgar Kennedy. 
Metro Pictures Now in Productien 
‘’LL NEVER FORGET,’ no producer credit; directed by Charles Dorian; 
original screen play by John Bright and Robert Tasker. Cast: John Beal, 
Ruth March, Jean Hersholt, Mary Phillips, Charley Grapewin, Alfred 
Jansen, Juanita Guigley, Scotty Beckett. 


‘LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by | 


Beal, | 
Florence Rice, Barnett Parker, Jessie Ralph, Sidney Toler, Mary Gordon, | 


commerce is primarily in the pub- 
lic’s interest. The public is vitally 
concerned with the maintenance of 
trade, he pointed out. 





Philly Slumbers 
Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 
Exhibs here, with forces well- 
marshalled, are just sitting back now 
waiting for Paramount to make the 
next move in their date and buying 


mons; photographed by Benjamin Kline: Cast: Scott Colton, Patricia Farr,| George Fitzmaurice; original md Helen Grace Carlyle; screen play_by strike against the company Par 

Gene Morgan, Ruth Hilliard, Joe Twerp, Allen Brook, Thurston Hall, Louis| Marion Parsonnet, Charles Brackett and Vincent Lawrence; camera, Ray | ° “a Pint tii net 4 a 

De Pron. June. Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Robert Benchley, Helen | @/S0 seems inclined just to wait, 
leaving the situash at a_ standstill. 


‘THE ‘OLD WYOMING TRAIL,’ former! 
produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving 
Blangsted; original by J. Benton Cheney: screen pla 
photographed by Al Zeigler. Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Grayson, Dick Curtis, Ed Le Saint, Art Mix. 

Columbia Pictures Now in Production : 

‘I MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ produced by Sydney Buchman; directed by 
Marion Gering. Magazine story by B. Avery Strakosh; screen play by 
Gladys Lehman and Delmer Daves; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. 
Cast: John Boles, Luli Deste, Helen Westley, Frances Drake, Thomas 
Mitchell, Patricia Farr. 

‘CARNIVAL LADY,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original by Milton Raison; screen play 
by Lambert Hillyer and Arthur T. Horman; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth, Marc Lawrence, Donald 
Kirk, Dwight Frye and Arthur Loft. 

Columbia Pix Readied to Start, With Tentative Credits _ 

‘FRESHMAN FOLLIES,’ set to start Sept. 7, Nat Perrin, producing; Al 
Rogell, directing; original story by Corey Ford, no other writing credits 
yet announced. Cast: Charles Starrett, Joan Perry, Jimmy Durante; 
Gertrude Niesen, Romo Vincent, Chas. Chase, Hal LeRoy, Johnny Green. 

‘FORGOTTEN WOMEN,’ set to start Sept. 13, produced by Wallace 
MacDonald for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original 
by Mortimer Braus; screen play by Saul Elkins. Cast: Sara Padden, Wyn 
Cahoon, Scott Polton, Mayo Methot. Barbara Weeks and Thurston Hall. 


titled ‘SMOKING SIX GUNS,’ 
riskin unit; directed by Folmer 
by Ed Earl Repp; 
arbara Weeks, Don 





Vinson, Rita Johnson. 


‘THE LAST GANGSTER,’ directed by Edward Ludwig; no producer | 


credit; original screen play by Robert Carson and William Wellman. Cast: 
Edward G. Robinson, Lionel Stander, James Stewart, Douglas Scott; Louise 
Beavers. . 

‘THE BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by mong | Rapf; directed 
by J. Walter Ruben; original by Ruben. Cast: Wallace Beery, Raymond 
Hatton, Virginia Bruce; Lewis Stone, Bruce Cabot, Larry Doyle, Joseph 
Calleia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Edwards, Noah Berry, Sr., 
Arthur Hohl, Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen. 

‘ROSALIE,’ produced by William Anthony McGuire; directed by W. S. 
Van Dyke; original by, McGuire and Guy Bolton; screen play by McGuire; 
photography by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Eleanor Powell, Nelson Eddy, Ray 
Bolger, Ilola Massey, Frank Morgan, Edna Mae Oliver, Reginald Owen, 
Virginia Grey, George Zucco, Janet Beecher. 

‘THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY,’ produced by Harry Rapf: directed by 
Alfred E. Green; original by J. Walter Ruben and Eleanore Griffin; screen 
play by Lawrence Hazard. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Douglas Scott, Sophie 
Tucker, Judy Garland. - we 


Monogram 





New Balance to 


Meantime, practically no Par pix are 
being booked into indie houses in 
the Philly territory. 

Plan for group buying of Par 
product going ahead. Buying com- 
mittee now has powers of attorney 
from. between 155 and 160 theatres, 
authorizing it to make a deal for 
them at same terms as last season or 
better. Committee expects to ac- 
quire p’s. of a. representing more 
than $800,000 in Par biz yearly by 
the time all exhibs have been con- 
tacted. 

With the first batch of powers in, 
the rest are coming more slowly. In 
many competitive situations, exhibs 
will only come across if their com- 
petish does. In these cases, come 
mittee members have to shuttle back 
and forth until the thing is worked 





‘AMERICAN LEGION,’ produced by Ralph Cohn. No other credits. Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | out. Most of such situations have 
iiactptnlinnnigl ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | worked out amicably so far. 

i > iy ing — — - Almost humorous is the treatment 

° Catures ....- cocce accorded on ‘the street’ to the few 

Grand National Westerns .......-- baie 5 i= ” baay m indie exhibs who aren't going along 

: | rererT ety. 42 12 6 2 28 8 on the date and buying strike. They 

Now Balance to Pictures in the cutting room: _ jare getting the old frigid shoulder 

Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in ‘A BRIDE FOR HENRY,’ produced by Dorothy Reid: directed by Wil-!and silent treatment. Friends for 





of Pix Com-  Shoet- Cutting Before Prepara- | liam Nigh; original by Josephine Bentham; screen play by Marion Orth; | years p . ass each 
Feat Promised pleted ing Recuss Cameras dom photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Warren Hull, Ann Nagel, Henry | Ae i cei y ogee pass eac 
a, eee 49 1 1 4 43 4 Mollison. ° : a 1 
WOOO a. cexne . 16 ) 1 a 15 1 ‘STARS OVER ARIZONA,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury; | Many more exhibs are sending let- 
- = — _ oa — original screen play by Robert Emmett. Cast: Jack Randall, Kathleen ters to the Federal Trade Commish 
| ey ee rey 65 1 2 q 58 5 Eliot, Warner Richmond, Earl Dwyer, Tom Herbert. asking prosecution of Par on charges 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 


“HERE’S FLASH CASEY, produced by Max and Arthur Alexander: 
directed by Lynn Shores; original by George Harmon Coxe; screen play, 
John Kraffi; camera, Marcel Pickard. Cast: Eric Linden, Boots Mailory, 
Joseph Crehan, Cully Richards, Howard Halg, Harry Harvey, Holmes 
Herbert, Victor Adams, Matty Kemp, Suzanne Kaaren, Dorothy Vaughn, 
Bryant Washburn, Jr., Maynard Holmes. 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original . cen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Mergan Brown, Edward Peil, 
Billy Van Every. 

‘RENFREW OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED,’ produced and directed by Al 
Herman; original by Laurie York Erskine: screen play by Charles Logue; 
photographed by Francis Corley. Cast: James Newell, Carol Hughes, Wil- 
liam Royle, Donald Reid, David Barclay, William Austin, Herbert Corthel, 
Robert Terry, Kenneth Harlan. William Gould. 

“‘WALLABY JIM OF THE ISLANDS,’ produced by Bud Barsky: directed 
by Charles Lamont; screen play by Bennett R. Cohen; from original by 
Albert Richard Wetjen. Cast: George Houston, Ruth Coleman. William 
von Brincken, Douglas Walton, Mamo Clark, Colin Campbell, Syd Saylor, 
Juan Toreno, Nick Thompson, Warner Richmond, Ed Gargan, William 
Benge, Chris Martin, 

GN Pictures Now in Preduction 

‘HE WANTED TO MARRY,’ produced by David Diamond: directed by | 
Reymond Cannon; original by Percy Rowland: screen play by Clarence 





Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits 

‘TELEPHONE OPERATOR,’ produced by Lon Young; original screen 
play by Scott Darling. No other assignments as yet. ibe 

‘PORT OF MISSING GIRLS,’ produced by Lon Young; original screen 
play by Paul Perez; no other assignments. So 

‘FEDERAL BULLETS,’ produced by Lon Young; original screen play by 
Karl Brown, who will also direct; no other assignments as yet. 

‘THE COUNTRY BEYOND,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury, 
starring Tom Keene; original screen play by Robert Emmett. No other 
assignmenis as yet. 

‘ROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith: screen 
play by Marion Ofth, based on story by Gene Stratton-Porter. No other 
assignments as yet. oo 

‘THE MARINES ARE HERE,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; original 
screen play by Charles Logue. No other assignments as yet. 

‘NUMBERED WOMAN,’ to be produced and directed by Arthur Collins. 
Original screen play by Scott Darling and Erna Lazarus. No other assign- 
ments as yet. 

‘BOY OF THE STREETS,’ set to start Sept. 8; produced by Scott Dunlap; 
directed by William Nigh; original by Rowland Brown; screen play by 
Gilsen Brown. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Maureen O’Conncr. 


Paramount 





of false and misleading advertising. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Frederick Hollander was handed 
new cleffing pact at Paramount. 

Louis King’s straight year’s ticket 
as Paramount director. 

Bogart Rogers, story aide to Wil- 
liam LeBaron, and John Howard and 
Anthony Quinn, players, optioned 
for renewals at Paramount. 

Bonita Granville term-contracted 
with Milton Bren, executive assist- 
ant to Hal Rroach. 

Grand National hoisted options of 
Evelyn Daw and James Newill. f 

Robert Florey drew another years 
megging agreement at Paramount. 

Metro added Boyd Crawford, of 
N. Y. stage, to its contract player 
roster. 

Warners hoisted option on Mauch 
twins, also handed playing termer to 


} A : > Now Bak vc to Cee 
Marks; phocographed by Richard Fryer. Cast: Wallace Ford, Ray Mayer, “ ; ; : sate . +. g. | Melville Cooper. ) 
Isobel Jewell, Mary Lou Treen, Cully Richards, Max Hoffman. Jr. Basco ‘ un-ber Number Now __in_ Be Pizeed St a on Gordon Miiier, New Orleans nitery 
me ‘ 4 1 ey Be tn ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepora- rarbl - iversal termer. 
Humbert, Alexander Leftwich, Kenneth Harlan. Rex Lease ; - : 4 warbler, signed a Universal tern 
‘TEX RIDES WITH THE BOY SCOUTS,’ produced by Edward Finney; , Promised ata wr 4 — — ~ Par optioned Eleanore Whitney i 
su” .rvised by Lindsay Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original by Edward | Stedte Sherman... "1 1 0 2 3 1 Columbia and Chaz Chase have 
K-js9; camera, Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Snub Pollard, Horace | ery SECeRee. +s @ 5 come to terms on a playing con- 
Mu:phy, Heber Snow, Charles King, Forrest Taylor, Marjorie Reynolds, | E™=7™ch © hen... - 8 e . 2 tract. 
Karl Hackett. : ; ih , : : | B. P. Schulberg... 8 1 1 ® 6 6 Term. player agreement has been 
GN Pix Readicd ts Start, with Tentative C ya ‘<i _ oa pine ta signed by Joan Davis at 20th-Fox. 
ea nee Total ........... 58 11 7. 6 34 9 ‘Warners signatured Isabel Jeans, 


‘RETURN OF THE SHADOW,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander: | 
or ‘nal sereen play by John Krafli. Cast: Rod La Rocque. No other | 
as “ nments as vet. 


Piciures new in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘ANGEL,’ produced: and directed by Ernst Lubitsch; based on play by 


| British player, to a term contract. 











. , se ail : ° ine Melehior Lengyel and adaptation by Guy Bolton and Russell Medcraft; 
O° nce Ei oi: agen ape ve i ae done by Bennie F. Zeidman; no! screen play by gg oes ge oe yg midge an Pacaggg i ee ROSSON’S ROMANCER 
/ a - -? “ eg A ee ” Viarle trich, Herbert arshall, elvyn Douglas, Edward Evere e 
“ LABY JIM OF THE SOUTH SEAS, set to start Sept. 15; prodyced | dovtons Hebe rt Mundin, Ernest Cossart, Laura Hope Crews. Hollywood, Sept. 4 
b.: . ®rrsky3 screen play by Raymond Schrock. based on original by | ‘EBB-TIDE,’ produced by Lucien Hubbard; directed by James Hogan: Richard. Rosson will direct ‘High- 


Ai “hard Wetjen. Cast: George Houston; no other assignments. 
‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ starting date indefinite; Edward Finney production, | 


-creen play by Bertram Millhauser, based on story by Robert Louis Steven- | 


- (Continued on page 25) 





way to Romance’ for RKO. 


| Cliff Reid produces. 
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WFEK \, HEN 
7 TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELE MINS, BY VARIETY 
7/23/37 RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A. Bushel B. Vorhaus 
SARATOGA Hyman-Emerson MGM Rom-Dr Gable-Harlow Jack Conway 99 7/14 
PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid © Mono Drama Movita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 13 7/28 
RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd Nate Watt 58 7/7 
THE BIG SHOT Maury Cohen RKO Comedy C. Witherspoon-Kibbee Edw. Killy 60 8/11 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G. Stuart Etigene Forde 63 8/25 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Drama Dietrich-Robert Donat J. Feyder 99 6/16 
TALENT SCOUT WB wB Comedy D. Woods-J, Madden Louis King 62 8725 
30 ‘37 A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Col Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Ledermar 
7 WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Paimer M. ee 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
LONDON BY NIGHT S. Zimbalist MGM Mystery L. G. Carroll-R. Johnson W. Thiele 79 8/4 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I. E. Chadwick Mono Drama Ralph Forbes H. McFadden 
EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F. MacMurray-F. Farmer Al Hall 73 7/21 
TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V. Lee 938 7/14 
WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 20th Drama S. Temple-V. McLagien John Ford 195 6/30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett I. Cummings 115 8/4 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
MARRY THE GIRL WB WB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 64 8/4 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND AT BAY Rep Rep Melodrama J. Lodge-). Mackaill Norman Lee 63 8/4 
8/6/37 RANGER STEPS IN Col Col Western B. Allen-E. Stewart S. G. Bennett 
MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 69 8/4 
THE GOOD EARTH I. Thalberg MGM Drama Paul Muni-Luise Rainer S. Franklin 140 2/10 
THE OUTER GATE I. E. Chadwick Meno Drama Ralph Forbes H. MacFadden 
BLONDE TROUBLE Par Par Musical L. Overman-E, Whitney G. Archainbaud 67 8/4 
WINDJAMMER G. Hirliman RKO Action George O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott 
SEA RACKETEERS A. Schaefer Rep Melodrama W. Heyburn-J, Madden H. MacFadden 64 8/25 
BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. W. Hackel 20th Western J. M. Brown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield 
YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING L. Schwab 20th Musical Alice Faye-Ritz Bros. Ameche N. Taurog 104 1/23 
REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm. Garzan-J. Rogers M. Carruth 64 9/1 
STELLA DALLAS S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanwyck-Boles King Vidor 70 7/28 
SAN QUENTIN WB WB Melodrama P. O’Brien-H, Bogart L. Bacon 100 7/28 
8/13/37 LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mone Mutdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
ARTISTS AND MODELS L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G. Patrick Raoul Walsh 95 8/4 
HIDEAWAY Cliff Reid RKO Drama F, Stene-M, Lord Richard’ Rosson 69 7/21 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr Cc. Trevor-S.: Blane Allan Dwan 638 7/21 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-R. Taylor D. Butler St 8/7/34 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE WB WB Comedy S. Erwin-Jean Muir F, McDonald 65 9/1 
DEVIL'S SADDLE LEGION WB WB Western Dick Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
8 /20 /37. OUTLAWS OF THE ORIENT Col Col Outdoor J. Holt-Mae Clark E, B. Schoedsack 61 9/8 
fe KING OF THE SIERRAS Condor GN Western Thunder and Rex A. Rosson 
SHADOWS OF THE ORIENT L. Darmour Mono Drama R. Toomey-E, Ralston B. Lynwood 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’38 Jack Cummings MGM Musical R. Taylor-E, Powell-S. Tucker R. Dei Ruth 115 8/18 
SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-John Trent C. Vidor G5 8/18 
HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd L. Selander 65 
PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1 S. C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnetie J. Kane 
FLIGHT FROM GLORY Robert Sisk RKO Action O. Stevens-W. Bourne D. Silverstein 65 8/11 
LOVE UNDER FIRE N. Johnson 20th Rom-Com L. Young-D. Ameche G. Marshall 70 8/11 
MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR M. LeRoy WwsB Rom-Com K. Baker-J. Wyman A. E. Green 85 7/23 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS WB WwB Rom-Com C. Reynolds-A. Sheridan Wm. .Clemens 
8/27/37 IT’S ALL YOURS Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy M, Carroil-F, Lederer E. Nugent 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 89 6/30 
TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
BAD GUY Harry Rapf MGM Melodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn E. Cahn 64 9/1 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
ATLANTIC FLIGHT William Berke Mone Western D. Merrill-Lambie William Nigh 
ON SUCH A NIGHT Em. Cohen Par Melodrama K. Morley-G. Richards E. A. Dupont 71 8/18 
MAKE A WISH Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-B,. Rathbone K. Neumann 15 8/25 
THINK FAST, MR. MOTO Sol. Wurizel 29th Melodrama Lorre-V. Field Norman Foster 68 8/18 
WESTERN GOLD Sol Wurtzel 20th Western S. Ballew-H. Angel H. Bretherton 58 
DEAD END Sam Goldwyn UA Drama S. Sidney-J. McCrea William Wyler 98 8/4 
MAN WHO CRIED WOLF E. My Asher U Melodrama L. Stone-B, Reed L. R. Foster 85 7/21 
CONFESSION WB WB Rom-Drama K. Francis-1, Hunter Joe May 85 7/% 
9/3/37 IT HAPPENED IN HOLLYWOOD M. Connolly Col Comedy R. Dix-Fay Wray H. Lachman . 
GANGWAY GB GB Comedy Jessie Matthews Sonnrie Hale 99 8/18 
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E, Daw Schertzinger 90 9/1 
BIG CITY Norman Krasna MGM Melodrama Tracy-Rainer F. Borzage 15 9/1 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mono Outdoor T. Keene-C, Henry R. N. Bradbury 
SOULS AT SEA Hathaway-Jones Par Drama Cooper-Raft H. Hathaway 89 8/11 
LIFE OF THE PARTY E. Kaufman RKO Musical G. Raymond-H. Hilliard W. A. Seiter 86 8/25 
SHEIK STEPS OUT H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr Novarro-L. Lane Irving Pichel 65 1/28 
TH_N ICE R. Griffith 20th Musical Henie-Power-Treacher « S. Lanfield 78 8/25 
PRISONER OF ZENDA D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr R. Colman-M. Carroll J. Cromwell 199 9/1 
VARSITY SHOW L. Edelman WwB Musical D. Powell-Waring-Healy W. Keighley 120 8/11 
9/10/37 COUNSEL FOR CRIME W. MacDonald Col Melodrama 0. Kruger-J. Wells John Brahm 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M. & A, Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. Fessier MGM Drama J. Hutchinson-G. Murphy Ear! Taggart 68 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Dr W. Gargan-O. Heyward Erle Kenton 
ANNAPOLIS SALUTE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr J. Ellison-M. Hunt Chris Cabanne 65 
BORNEO M. Johnson 20th Outdoor Mr. & Mrs. M. Johnson T. Talley 15 9/8 
WILD AND WOOLY John Stone 20th Co~--Dr J. Withers-P. Moore Al Werker 90 7/91 
TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Co -Dr T. Kelly-E. Patterson H. C. Potter 
100 MEN AND A GIRL J. Pasternak U Musical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. Koster 85 9/8 
WINE, WOMEN AND HORSES WB WR Com-Dr B. MacLane-A, Sheridan Louis King 
PRAIRIE THUNDER Bryan Foy WwB Western D. Foran-E. C'ancy B. Eason 
9/17 37 GAME THAT KILLS H. L. Decker Col Melodrama C. Quigley-R. Hayward D. R. Lederman 
RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C, Huches Al Herman 
THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reissue) M. H. Hoffman Mono Mystery G. Rogers-L, Talbot Albert Ray 65 9/6/32 
THE FIREFLY Hunt Stromberg MGM Operetta J. MacDonald-Allan Jones R. Z. Leonard 144 7/28 
MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH MGM MGM Comedy E. M. Oliver-J. Beecher Geo. B. Seitz 16 
THIS WAY PLEASE M. Shauer Par Musical B. Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 
VICTORIA THE GREAT H. Wilcox RKO Biog Neagle-Walbrook Herb. Wilcox 110 8/25 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett Irv. Cummings 105 8/4 
LADY FIGHTS BACK Ed Grainger U Drama I. Hervey-K. Taylor Milt Carruth 
THAT CERTAIN WOMAN R. Lord wB Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda Ed. Goulding 91 8/4 
9/21/37 WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R, Coleman Chas. Lamont 
TEX RIDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM Com-Dr J. Crawford-Tone D. Arzner 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST ar Par Melodrama G. Michael-L, Crabbe C. Reisner 62 9/8 
40 NAUGHTY GIRLS Wm. Seiter RKO Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts Edw. Cline 63 98 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson Harold Young 
BEHIND THE MIKE Lew Brock U Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Sallkow 
BACK IN CIRCULATION S. Bischoff WB Com-Rom P. O'’Brien-Blondell R. Enright 100 7/28 
10/1/37 KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Chas, Boyer Clarence Brown 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Nagel-W. Hull William Nigh 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A. Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Dunne-R. Scott R. Mamoulian 119 7/23 
MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J. Fontaine J. Blystone 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Auirv-J. Allen Josenh Kane 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wilson 20th Musical Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 
CARNIVAL QUEEN Robt. Presnell U Melodrama D. Keni-R. Wilcox Nate Watt 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA Henry Blanke WB Biog Paul Muni-G. Sondegaard Wm. Dieierle ~ 123 6/50 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom R. Reagan-June Travis Nick Grinde 
10/8/37 THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant Leo McCarey 
PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R, Karns Ralph Murphy 62 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M, Marsh Edw. Killy 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 29th Drama 1D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoft 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 20th Western Smith Ballew Gus Meins 
I MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger UA Rom-Di J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Wayne-S. Bromley Art Lubin 4 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WwsB Drama Cc. Rains-G. Dickson 6/50 - 


Mervyn LeRoy 98 
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son and Lloyd Osbourne; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Oscar 

omolka, Frances Farmer, Ray Mililand, Lloyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald. 

‘THIS WAY PLEASE,’ produced by Mel Shauer; directed by Robert 
Florey: ee < Bill omas and Maxwell Shane; screen play by 
Howard J, Green, Seena Owen and Grant Garrett: photographed by Harry 
Fischbeck. Cast: Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers, Betty Grable, Ned Sparks, Porter 
Hall, James and Marian Jordan, Lee Bowman, Cecil Cunningham, Wally 
Vernon, Romo Vincent, Jerry Bergen, Mary Livingstone. 


‘THE TEXAS TRAIL,’ produced by Harry Sherman; supervised by Ralph 
Ravenscroft; directed by Dave Sellman; original by Clarence E. Mulford; 
screen play by Jack O’Donnell; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs. Cast: 
William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Judith Allen. 


‘THE BARRIER,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander: 
original by Rex Beach; screen play by Bernard Schubert; additional dialog 
by Harrison Jacobs and Mordaunt Shairp; songs, Harry Tobias and Jack 
Stern; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Leo Carillo, Jean Parker. Jimmy 
Ellison, Otto Kruger, J. M. Kerrigan, Andy Clyde, Robert Barrat. Sally 
Martin, Sara Haden, Addison Richards. : 

‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen: 
Dupont; original screen play by Jane Storm, Richard 
Malloy; photographed by Charles Schoebaum. 
Payne, Grant Richards, Katharine ‘Sugar’ 
Alberni. 


directed by E. A. 
Connell and Doris 

Cast: Stella Ardler, John 
Kane, Isabel Jewell, Luis 


Paramount Pictures Now in Production 


‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; Howard Esta- 
brook, associate producer; original by Stuart N. Lake: screen play by Paul 
Schofield, Gerald Geraghty and Fred Jackson; camera, Theodore SparkuhL 
Cast: Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Bob Burns, Lloyd Nolan, Mary Nash, 
— _ Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, Jane Dewey, Barlowe 

orland. " 


‘BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY,’ produced by B. P. Schulberg; directed 
by Richard Wallace; original by George Auerbach; camera, Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Edward Arnold, Shirley Ross, John Trent, William Frawley, Weber 
and Fields, the Radio Rogues, Ruth Davis, Kitty Kelly. ; 

‘THE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille: photo- 
graphed by Victor Miiner; other credits not yet announced. Cast: Fredric 
March, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Walter Brennan, Douglas 
Dumbrille, Robert Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bondi. Margot 
Grahame, Spring Byington. 

‘THRILL OF A LIFETIME,’ produced by Miss Fanchon: directed by 
George Archainbaud; no writing credits announced. Cast: Yacht Club Boys, 
Judy Canova, Ben Blue, Betty Grable, Johnny Downs, Eleanore Whitney, 
Leif Erikson, Larry Crabbe. 

‘CITY HALL SCANDAL,’ general office production, directed by Ralph 
Murphy; no writing credits announced. Cast: John Barrymore, Lynne 
Overman, Charles Bickford, Louise Campbell, Harvey Stephens, J. Carrol 
Naish, Evelyn Brent, Elizabeth Patterson, Barlowe Borland. 

‘BORN TO THE WEST,’ general office production, directed by Charles 
Barton; other credits not announced.- Cast: John’ Wayne, Marsha Hunt, 
John Mack Brown, Syd Saylor, Monte Blue, John Patterson, Nick Lukats, 
James Craig, Lucien Littlefield. 

‘HOLD ’EM NAVY,’ general office production; directed by Kurt Neu- 
mann; photographed by Henry Sharp; no writer credits. Cast: Lew Ayres, 
Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker, John Howard, Richard Denning, Elizabeth 
Patterson. ‘ 

Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits 

‘TRUE CONFESSION,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by Wesley 
Ruggles; story, Claude Bingon. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fred MacMurray, 
Porter Hall, John Barrymore. 

‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938,’ scheduled to start Sept. 9: produced by 
Harlan Thompson; directed by Mitchell Leisen; no other credits yet an- 
nounced. Cast: W. C. Fields, Martha Raye, Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, 
ee Shirley Ross, Leif Erikson, Kirsten Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Stanley 

1eidas. 

‘EAST OF SHANGHAL, general office production; directed by George 
Archainbaud; no other credits yet announced. Cast: Anna May Wong, Cecil 
Cunningham. 

‘BLUEBEARDS’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ to be produced and directed by Ernst 
Lubitsch, set to start Sept. 20. No other credits yet announced. Cast: 
Claudette Colbert. 

‘THE YELLOW NIGHTINGALE,’ to be produced by Harlan Thompson, 
set to start Sept. 20; no other credits yet announced, Cast: Gladys Swarth- 
out, John Boles. 

‘EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY,’ to be produced by Emanuel Cohen: Eddie 
Sutherland, directing; no other credits yet announced. Cast: Mae West. 


RKO-Radio 


Now Balance to 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
as AO 43 3 4 7 29 18 
I wlicvaeesiod 6 0 0 0 6 2 
Sol Lesser......... 3 1 0 ” 2 1 
David Loew....... 2 1 0 1 ti) 0 
Walt Dismey....... 1 0 1 6 t) 0 
ae ‘ 55 5 5 8 37 21 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER,’ produced by Al Lewis; directed by 
Joseph Santley; original by David Garth; photographed by Milton Krasner. 
Cast: Burgess Meredith, Ann Sothern, ‘Onslow Stevens, Mary Boland, 
pauies Henry, William Brisbane, George Irving, Leona Roberts, Frances 

ifford. 

‘FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY,’ produced by Al Lewis; directed by Ben 
Stoloff; original by Jean Negulesco and Isabel Leighton; screen play by 
Gertrude Purcell, Ernest Pagano and Harry Segall; photographed by Jack 
MacKenzie. Cast: John Boles, Jack Oakie, Ida Lupino, Margot Grahame, 
Erik Rhodes, Paul Guilfoyle, Gordon Jones, Billy Gilbert, Georges 
Renavent. 

‘BREAKFAST FOR TWO,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Al 
Santell; original by David Garth; screen play by Charles Kaufman; photo- 
graphed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Herbert Marshall, Glenda 
Farrell, Eric Blore, Donald Meek. 

‘STAGE DOOR,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by Gregory La 
Cava; play by George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber: screen play by 
Anthony Veiller and William Slavens McNutt; photographed by Robert de 
Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Katharine Hepburn, Gail Patrick, Adolphe 
Menjou, Leona Roberts, Marjorie Lord, Andrea Leeds, Lucille Ball, Con- 
stance Collier, Jean Rouverol, Eve Arden. 

‘MUSIC FOR MADAME,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky: directed by John 
Blystone; original by Robert Harair; songs, Rudolf Frim] and Gus Kahn; 
photographed by Joe August. Cast: Nino Martini, Joan Fontaine, Eric 
Rhodes, Barbara Pepper, Alan Mowbray, Frank M. Thomas, Billy Gilbert, 
Mira McKinney, Fred Santley. : 

‘SATURDAY’S HEROES,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Edward 
Killy; original by George Templeton; photographed by Nick Musuraca. 
Cast: Van Hefiin, Marian Marsh, Richard Lane, Frank Jenks, Minor Watson, 
Walter Miller, Alan Bruce. 

‘FIT FOR A KING,’ David L. Loew production; directed by Edward 
Sedgwick; screen play by Richard Flournoy; photographed by Paul Vogel. 
Cast: Joe E. Brown, Helen Mack, Paul Kelly, Harry Davenport, Halliwell 
Hobbes, Russell Hicks, Frank Reicher. 

‘SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS,’ feature length cartoon now 
being readied by Walt Disney studios for December release. 

‘LOVE IN A BASEMENT,’ produced by Maurey Cohen; directed by Lew 
Landers: original by John Wells: screen play by Franklin Coen; photo- 
Sraphed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: James Dunn, Whitney Bourne, Joan 
Woodbury, Solly Ward, Franklin Pangborn, Tom Kennedy. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 





‘HIGH FLYERS,’ produced by Lee Marcus: directed by Eddie Cline: from | 
play. ‘The Kangaroos,’ by Victor Mapes; screen play by Benny Rubin and | 
ert Granet; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Bert Wheeler, Robert 
Woolsey, Lupe Velez, Marjorie Ford, Jack Carson, Charles Judels, Frank M. 
homas, George Irving, Margaret Dumont. Herbert Clifton. 
, ‘A DAMSEL IN DISTRESS,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman: directed by 

7€orge Stevens: original by P. G. Wodehouse; screen play by P. G. Wode- 
house, Ernest Pagano and S. K. Laurel; photographed by Joe August. Cast: ! 


Fred Astaire, Joan Fontaine, Gracie Allen and George Burns, Ray Noble, 
oe neg Gardiner, Constance Collier, Montagu Love, Harry Watson, Jack 
arson. 

‘IT NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky; directed 
by Raoul Walsh; original by Robert Harari and Maxwell Shane; screen play 
by Gertrude Purcell and John Twist; photographed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: 
Lily Pons, Jack Oakie, Gene Raymond, Eric Blore, Edward Everett Horton, 
Eduardo Cianelli. 

‘HAPPY FELLOW,’ formerly titled ‘THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES,’ 
produced by P. J. Wolfson; directed by Leigh Jason; original by Allan 
Scott; no other credits as yet announced. Cast: Miriam Hopkins, Ray 
Milland, Walter Abel, Alec Craig, Guinn Williams: 

Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits 

‘THE SEEING EYE,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Richard Rosson; 
original story by W. J. Cowan. No other credits; no castings. 

‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Cliff Reid: directed by Howard 
Hawks; story by Hagar Wilde. No other credits. Cast: Katharine Hepburn. 

‘THE JOY OF LOVING,’ produced by Felix Young; directed by Mark 
Sandrich; screen play by Herbert and Dorothy Fields; songs, Jerome Kern 
and Dorothy Fields. No other assignment as yet. Cast: Irene Dunne and 


John Barrymore. 
Republic 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 


Sa ae 52 3 I 3 45 4 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 


‘TROUBLE FOR TWO,’ produced and directed by Phil Rosen. No othe: 


credits announced; photographed by Ed Snyder. Cast:. Marian Marsh, 
Gordon Oliver, Margaret Dumont, Peggy Shannon, Joe Caits, Milburn 
Stone, Theodore Von Eltz, Wade Boteler, Sarah Padden. 

‘PORTIA ON TRIAL,’ produced by Al Levoy; directed by George 


Nicholls, Jr.; original story by Faith Baldwin; screen play by Sam Ornitz 
and E. E. Paramore, Jr.; photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: Walter Abel, 
Frieda Inescort, Neil Hamilton, Ruth Donnolly, Heather Angel. 1 

‘TRIGGER TRIO,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by William Witney; 
photographed by Ernest Miller; no other credits announced. Cast: Ralph 
Byrd, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Sandra Corday, Cornelius Keith, Hal 
Taliaferro, 

Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND,’ produced by Harry Sauber; 
directed by Chuck Reisner; original screen play by Harry Sauber; photo- 
graphed by Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Leo Carrillo, Ann Dvorak, James 
Gleason, Tamara Geva, Kay Thompson, Ted Lewis, Cab Calloway, Joe 
DiMaggio, Henry Armetta, Dorothy Paige, Selmer Jackson. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
_., eee eee eee 52 5 6 5 36 9 
Sol Lesser......... 6 1 0 0 5 6 
\.  Serrerer ey 58 6 6 5 41 15 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘LOOK OUT, MR. MOTO,’ Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; directed 
by Norman Foster; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; 
photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Peter Lorre, Rochelle Hudson, Chick 
Chandler, George Regas, Robert Kent, J. Edward Bromberg. 

‘HEIDI,’ Raymond Griffith, associate producer; directed by Allan Dwan; 
screen play by Walter Ferris and Julien Josephson; photographed by 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Jean Hersholt, Arthur Treacher, 
Helen Westley, Pauline Moore, Thomas Beck, Mary Nash, Sidney Blackmer, 
Mady Christians, Marcia Mae Jones, Delmar Watson. 

‘LANCER SPY.’ Samuel G. Engel, associate producer; directed by 
Gregory Ratoff; novel by Marthe McKenna; screen play by Philip Dunne; 
photographed by Albert Hogsett. Cast: Dolores del Rio, George Sanders, 
Peter Lorre, Virginia Field, Sig Rumann, Joseph Schildkraut, Maurice 
Moscovich, Lionel Atwill, Luther Adler, Fritz Feld, Holmes Herbert, Lester 
Matthews, Carlos De Valdez, Gregory Gaye, Joan Carol, Claude King. 

‘DANGER—LOVE AT WORK,’ Harold Wilson, associate producer, 
directed by Otto L. Preminger; screen play by James Edward Grant and 
Ben Markson, based on story by Grant; photographed by Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Ann Sothern, Jack Haley, Mary Boland, Edward Everett Horton, 
John Carradine, Walter Catlett, Bennie Bartlett, Maurice Cass, Etienne 
Girardot, E. E. Clive. Margaret McWade, Margaret Seddon. 

‘DANGEROUSLY YOURS,’ formerly titled ‘THE GREAT DIAMOND 
ROBBERY,’ Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; directed by Malcolm St. 
Clair; screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; photographed by 
Harry Davis. Cast: Cesar Romero, Phyllis Brooks, Jane Darwell, Alan 
Dinehart, Natalie Garson, John Harrington, Douglas Woods. 

20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production : 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 


levy, Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. , 
‘LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE,’ Harold Wilson, associate producer; 


i William A. Seiter; screen play by Karl Tunberg and Don 
ries es on stories by Darrell Ware; photographed by Robert 
Planck. Cast: Ritz Bros., Gloria Stuart, Fred Stone, Dick Baldwin, Nat 
Pendleton, Joan David, Tony Martin, Joan Marsh, Dixie Dunbar, Jed 
Prouty, Maurice Cass, Elisha Cook, Jr., Brewster Twins, Marjorie Weaver, 
J. C. Nugent. ; 

‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN,’ Laurence Schwab, associate producer; 
directed by David Butler; screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack Yellen, 
based on story by Gene Towne, Graham Baker and Gene Fowler; photo- 
graphed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Eddie Cantor, June Lang, Roland Young, 
Louise Hovick (Gypsy Rose Lee), Tony Martin, John Carradine, Alan 
Dinehart. Douglas Dumbrille, Virginia Field, Maurice Cass, George Regas, 
Douglas Wood, Sidney Fields. Warren Hymer, Stanley Fields. ; 

‘45 FATHERS,’ John Stone, associate producer; directed by James Tin- 
ling; screen play by Frances Hyland and Albert Ray, based on story by 
Mary Sickel and Ethel Spark, photographed by Albert Hogsett. Cast: Jane 
Withers, Shirley Deane, Thomas Beck, Louise Henry, Richard Carle, Joe 
and ORROWED TROUBLE,’ produced by Max Golden; directed by Frank 
Strayer; original screen play by Robert Chapin and Karen De Wolf; pea. 
graphed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, a7 
Deane. Russell Gleason, June Carlson, Billy Mahan, George Ernest, Douglas 
POsECG D HONEYMOON,’ 

‘SECON NE N, 
Walter Lane. Cast: Loretta Young, Tyrone Power, Lyle Talbot, 
Erwin. 


produced by Raymond Griffith; directed by 
Stuart 


United Artists 


RAMISH BUILDING TWO 
MORE HOUSES IN ’LULU 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Adolph Ramish sailed for Hoeno- 
lulu last Saturday (4) with plans 
for two new 1,000-seat theatres for 
the Hawaiian metropolis, construc- 
tion of which will bring the Ramish 
holdings (Franklin Theatres, Inc.) to 
six houses, 

Franklin theatres chain will 
change its corporate name to Royal 
Amusements, Ine. 
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(Continued from page 5) 


rell were among the first to capital- 
ize on the popularity of Palm 
Springs as a winter spot for Holly- 
wood folk. Their Racquet Club is 
a highly profitable enterprise and 
next season will be expanded. Bert 
Wheeler and Charles Hill, the latter 
an ex-vaudevillian, are in partner- 
ship in a big apartment project at 
Palm Springs. 
The Crosby Midas Touch 


Many Hollywood people go in for 
sports of various kinds, but few 
drag out heavy profits. This does 
not apply to Bing Crosby, Al Jol- 
son and Victor McLaglen. Crosby 
dees all right from his interests in 
Rancho Santa Fe, in the Del Mar 
race track, and in the various fight- 
ers he owns. Jolson is reputedly 
cleaning up through ownership of 
Henry Armstrong, battling negro. 
McLaglen's sports center in a literal 
gold mine, being used for polo, mid- 
get auto races, softball games and 
other pastimes where the customers 
pay so much a head to get in. 

Norman Foster is a silent partner 
in a book shop in Beverly Hills. 
Charles Bickford, one of the first 
to have a commercial sideline, gets 
a good revenue out of his string of 
gas stations and the South Seas 
pearling vessel he financed. George 
O’Brien combines business with 
pleasure in operating the Iron Horse 
Stables at Culver City. He gives 
work to a flock of cowboys and gets 
a good profit renting horses to 
studios and individuals. 

Charles Ruggles operates the spif- 
fiest dog kennels this side of Long 
Island and despite the fact that his 


prices are plenty stiff, he always 
has a waiting list of well rec- 
ommended pooches who want a 


place to bed and board while their 
masters are away. Chick Chandler, 
on the other hand, has put his dough 
into a beehive enterprise and seems 
to be doing okay peddlihg the honey. 

Reginald Denny was one of the pio- 
neer aviators in the film biz and 
when acting jobs got scarce a few 
years ago he went into the business 
of building model planes. Since 
that time he has made something of 
a screen comeback and at the same 
time his business also expanded. 
Kurt Neumann went trout fishing 
with a couple of pals one day about 
two years ago, the first time in his 
life that he had ever felt the nibble 
of a fish on his line. He got so 
enthused that he started the Log 
Cabin fishing tackle store on Ca- 
huenga boulevard and now it’s do- 
ing well, Chuck Reisner spends his 
hours off the set running his sport- 
ing goods store. 

Time Out From Ribbing 

Vince Barnett has an interest in 
a Pasadena auto agency and spends 
his spare time selling cars. Mitchell 
Leisen owns a Wilshire boulevard 
haberdashery. Conrad Nagel owns 
a big market and Robert Cummings 
is interested in a Kansas City air- 
plane factory. Alan Hale, who is 
quite some pumpkins as an inventor, 
is interested in several concerns 
manufacturing his brain children, 
The latest is a new type theatre 
seat which gives a theatre 18% 
more capacity. The seats are being 
manufactured in nearby Inglewood. 

Of course the biggest single com- 
mercial enterprise in Hollywood is 
Shirley Temple, whose interest in 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Ze Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn.. 6 2 3 t)) } : 
Alexander Korda. . 6 0 oH) . 6 
Sotemiok ..... cece 5 1 1 : Ms 2 
Walter Wanger.... 8 0 i) , : 
Chaplin ......«+-- ° i a) : . : : 
London Films.... s 0) b t 8 
_ eee 34 3 1 4 23 23 


i » in the cuiting rooms awaiting previews are: 

FIFTY. SECOND STREET,’ produced by Walter Wanger: nag rg tee 
Harold Young: screen play by Grover Jones. Cast: fan Hunter, Leo nel 
rillo, Pat Paterson, Ella eo om wong * a ZaSu Pitts, Marla Shelton, 

, ‘con. Colette Lyons, Kenny Baker. , : 
me ea seviuaed by Walter Wanger: directed by Tay Garnett, 
screen play by Gene Towne and Graham Baker, based on Satevenost story 
by Clarence Budington Kelland: photographed by Charles Clarke. Cast: 
Leslie Howard, Joan Blondell, Humphrey Bogart. Alan Mowbray, Marla 
= ( Continued on page 31) 


concerns making dolls, books, 
clothes, food and a flock of other 
items is rapidly plunging her into 
| the millionaire class. Little Jane 
| Withers is another who gets heavy 
| royalties from endorsements. 
There are plenty of ex-picture 
| people in all kinds of businesses in 
| Hollywood and Los Angeles. To 
list them would take as much space 
|as a portion of the phone book. It 
| all started when William Haines re- 
alized the value of a film name and 





went into the interior decorating 
biz. Now everybody's doing it. The 
|} latest addition to the list is Marg 
Miles Minter. who has a new in- 
terior decorating shop out Beverly 
way. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Not much to brag about at the big 
house this week, the show being just 
one of these things. Sc good ele- 
ments, but none too well blended. 


‘Lantern, Gleams” is the title, pro- 
duced by Ruseell Mar 


ert, with ‘sets 
py Nat Karson. First item is ‘Japa- 
nese Lantern,’ by the corps de ballet 
and distinctly weak. Against an ex- 
ceptionally clever set, which helps 
some, with June Forrest soloing and 
Jack Cole doing a bit of a dance. 
Music for ballet was composed by 
Claude Lapham and sounds genuine, 
put the choral work is weak and 
seemed under-rehearsed at the show 
‘caught (last show _ opening day). 
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| Roscoe Ates who stutters in the right 


places, handles a fair amount ot 
nonolog gags and then goes into a 


cross-fire routine with a nifty look- 
ing femme partner. His rep is a 


solid foundation for audience ac- 
Gepiange, a he manages to satisfy 
6% Ris own from that point on. 

For solid vaude the Bredwins in 
trey and the Libonati Trio opener 


rate mention. Both acts have been 
a ound for years, but at present have 
developed to the highest state of ef- 
fectiv The Bredwins rate as 
the manager’s pet act anywhere. 
Are not on too long, work fast and 
quick, get their job done in a flashy, 


1€ss 





This is unusual for Florence Rog7e’s 
group, but maybe they’re entitled to | 
an off-session occasionally. 

‘Carriage Lantern’ has a_ song, 
‘Once Around the Park,’ especially 


written for the occasion by Pem| 
Davenport and Albert Stillman. | 
Tune is cute, set is interes‘ing, | 

| 


though under-lighted, and handling 
by the Musie Hall singing ensemble 
okay. Certainly a great improve- 
ment on the male glee club, this. 
combo of femme and male voices. 


‘Working Lantern,’ for no reason 
at all, means Paul Gordon, cycle act. 
Works in tails, in the most approved 
modern manner and okay all the 
way. He’s been around for years, 
and shows it. 

‘Venetian Lantern’ finales along 
routine lines. Caesar Nest and June 
Forrest sing ‘Chiribiri’ and neither 
has an outstanding voice. Singing 
ensemble helps out okay, but twice 
in one show for this combo is too 





much. The Rockettes finale and, as | 
usual, are 100% sockeroo depend- | 
ables, being the only unmitigated | 


click in the proceedings. 

‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) is the 
feature; Richard Leiber at the con- 
sole. as usual, and Erno Rapee leads 
the orch through a lively rendition 
of Lizt’s ‘Thirteenth Hungarian 
Rhapsody’ to start things off. Kavuf. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 5. 


House makes valiant effort this 
week to weld a lot of talent into a 
peppy revue, but too much of the 
punch depends upon dirt and the 
customers are giving gag after gag 
the cold shoulder. Johnny Perkins, 
around for second seven days as m. 
c., is hep enough to town’s taste to 
keep his stuff pure, but the others 
run wild. 


Medley played by pit band and 
using solo breaks to introduce five 
new faces in lineup is smart nov- 
elty. Also gives Perkins chance to 
use Maestro Phil Lampkin for banter, 
a little difficult to handle in big 
house from pit podium. 


Show opens with the Guardsmen, 
eight male voices that bounce a 
couple of medleys off to sock hand. 
Next on is Georgia Hayes, who gets 
nice reception for toe dancing up 
and down 15-foot staircase, hauled 
out and stuck in front of band. 

Striving to hit the same stride 
that wowed ’em last spring, Perkins 
brings on theatre's uniformed Negro 
porter, who stole show when audi- 
ence singing gag was used on Perk’s 
last trip. With proper introduction, 
chap is just good enough to bring 
down house with ‘Old Man River,’ 
and Perkins is smart enough to shoo 
him off quick. 

Fifi D’Orsay, who gets top billing 
with Perkins, is on next, maintaining 
0o-la-la idea through half of act but 
then explaining she is U. S. citizen 
now and setting out to be exponent 
of swing. No question but that clip- 
ping those bangs and going in for 
stream-lined sophistication is im- 
provement, but without the old props 
much of the house didn’t ken her 
exaggerated Parisienne’ gyrations, 
body and vocal. ‘Bon Jour, Monsieur.’ 
for which she donned sport jacket 
and hat with cocktail bar chair for 
atmosphere, was best number. They 
liked her, but she should get more 
for the effort she expends. 

Wind-up is turned over to Lew 
Parker with girl and three stooges 
who have new stuff that gets real 
laughs, but they also excursion into 
off-color. Girl handles lines well, 
the bald-headed imitator is fair as 
W. C. Fields. 

Pic is ‘Big City’ (MG) and biz oke. 

Craig. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 
, As State-Lake shows go this one 
isn't so hot. But State-Lake audi- 


ences seem to take pride in their 
leniency, Maybe that’s why they're 
appy. 


For instance, the top headliner on 
bill is Edith Fellows, bold-typed all- 
Over the place as the kid screen star. 

he sings, not good but with plenty 
of willingness. The mistake here is 
the girl’s attempt to warble the more 
difficult tunes. She'd make every- 
body feel more comfortable if she 
Stuck to pop melodies. 

For final number she sings ‘Pen- 
mies from Heaven’ and does a time 
Step and an off-to-Buffalo with the 
Chorus line. She is introduced by 
m.c. Verne Buck who also asked her 


~ name her fav picture leading men 
n 


, women, Then she sings. It’s a 
ayable act for the family time 
OUS®@s. 


| entrance 
| his Bolgerish routine. 


sock manner and_=e scram. Their 
comedy acrobatics are socko as 
usual. 


Libonati Trio is fundamental music 
hall stuft, with plenty of ‘stars and 
stripes forever’ banging on xylo- 
phones. Marches for the masses, 
with a session of torrid hoofing by the 
boy and girl. 

There is a difference between solid 
punching in vaude and overstrain- 
ing. Doras and Primrose are guilty 
of overstraining. Doras has a good 
laugh and does well with 
The crossfire 
is weak, however, and could use 
both new gags and some sapolioing. 

Picture was ‘On Again’ (RKO). 
Business was all right at the. last 


show Friday. Gold. 
ROXY, N. Y. 

The Big Apple, that nondescript 
mixture of this and that from the 
Charleston down, is the big thing 
here this week as 20ih-Fox takes 
over the theatre and Fanchon & 
Marco gets away a bit from the 


routine mould of presentations. 

There is just one set which stands 
throughout and the Gae Foster girls 
are not doing the routine chores they 
had been doing. 

F. & M. labels show ‘The Big Ap- 
ple’ and features contest winners 
from North and South Carolina, 
in the region where the dance orig- 
inated. Eight couples participate in 
the B. A., a dance that reminds of 
ginned-up Belgian Congo natives 
trying to warm up to = some- 
thing. It is fast, conglomerate and 
feverish. A half of one of the twains, 
Billy Spivey, introduces the dance 
while the Foster girls provide suit- 
able collegiate background. The set 
consists of large columns as expan- 
sive fronting for a college back- 
ground and is effective. 

Rose Marie, who used to be Baby 
Rose Marie, leads the Carolinian Big 
Applers to their stuff, singing ‘Big 
Apple’ as girls back her in the dance. 
She also tries her hand at a few of 
the gyrations. Ahead of that she 
sings two pops, both of them well, 
but ‘Remember Me’ is not her type of 
selection. 

The show up to this point includes 
the Five Co-Eds, acrobatie dancers, 
mostly acrobats, but good; Bob Du 
Pont, comedy juggler, who manages 
to be fairly funny and the class Six 
Debonairs, who for a time were at 
the Hollywood restaurant. Debs are 
smart tap dancers with a clever rou- 
tine. 

Picture is “Thin Ice’ (20th), re- 
viewed in Variety, Aug. 25. Sonja 
Henie and Tyrone Power teamed in 
this.ice musical should provide draw 
over the Labor Day week. Business 
good Friday night. Char. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 5. 


Depending on the influx of visitors 
for State Fair to take care of tlie 
b. o., management has gone pleniy 
light on talent in booking this bill. 
Five acts presented with Nick Boila’s 
Sweet Swingettes,’ 12 passable fem- 


mes. Show is tagged ‘State Fair 
Frolic.’ 
O’Connor family top the show, 


with John O'Connor doubling as m. 
c. In their turn, O’Connors hold 
down next to closing, with Patsy, 
moppet, stopping the show. The five- 
year-old platinum blonde sings and 
dances like a veteran. 

Park and Clifford bolster’ sagging 
bill with their hand balancing act. 
Both men work smoothly and with 
polish. 

Show opens with the Swingettes 

iving out ‘Merry-Go-Round Broke 

own. Horses’ heads are carried on 
and off for merry-go-round tie-in. 
Otherwise routine is standard timed 
to rhythm of the pop tune. Girls 
appear later in luminous outfits in 
Butterfly Girl number. Marjorie 
Greely, with lighted butterfly wings, 
sings as she swings out over audi- 
ence. 

Kirk and Lawrence, billed as ‘Whoa 
Horsey,’ hold down deucer. Appear- 
ing in cowboy outfits, man and girl 
are apparently mounted on miniature 


steeds. Man does a couple of rop- 
ing tricks. They have some comedy 
lines. Only laughs from act were 


secured by man with his repeated 
efforts to quiet his unruly horse. 

Indiana University Glee Club 
closes show. Group of 22 young men 
sing unfamiliar songs under the di- 
rection of Professor Nye. Choice of 
songs bad. Only saving feature 
is lusty singing of University song 
for final curtain 

Picture is ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB), 
and biz just on closing Friday 


Is 


fait 





Other film player on the bill is 


show. Kiley. 





| 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


It’s Shep Fields back for his third 
stand since the house went name 
band. Threaded through the profu- 
sion of bubble-blowing are some 
turns of passable staius but which 
prove to be no great shakes with te 
Paramount's customers. Everything 
is cut and interpolated to the set 
stage pattern and the proceedings 
make for a mild and cloying passage 
between the showings of ‘Double or 
Nothing’ (Par). 


Fields’ fadistic style again inspires 
the house stager to big things in the 
way of lighting effects. During most 
of the band’s number the effect of 
rippling water is projected on the 
backcurtain, while the performance 
of ‘Swamp Fire’ brings the effect of 


shooting flames, but without any ac- | 


companiment of smoke. 
kind of swamp fire. 
Out of the grooved but melodious 
mixture of reedy brasses and loco- 
motive-chugging saxophones the in- 
terpretation of one number capiures 
the ear. That is Duke Ellington’s 
‘Caravan.’ 


It was that 


and the tonal juggling of the various 
modern rhythms. Act’s standout 
touch of showmanship, and there 
isn’t a wealth to cull from. is the 
novel presentation of ‘The Flizht of 
the Bumble Bee.’ The attention is 
focused on the nimble-fingered and 
melodically sensitive accordionist of 
the band and what he conjures out 
of the composition provides a crack 
climax for the Fields repertoire. For 
the vocal numbers there is the pleas- 
ing. if not impressive, baritone of 
Bobby Goday. 

In for secondary marquee blessing 
are Jane Pickens and Barto and 
Mann, the former from radio and a 


All else sounds sliced to | 
rote when it comes to dansapation | 





dollars worth of class to the 
turn and click firmly. 


in a dark spot. 

Record-holder for returns, 
ever, is Vic Hyde, the one-man band 
who threatens to do for Niles, Mich., 
what Bob Burns did for Van Buren, 
Ark. Hyde's musical 
ments would be enough in them- 
selves, but he’s also a crack comic, 
with that rustic wit of his keep- 
ing the crowd in stitches all the 
way through. Running gag is losing 
an article of clothing each time he 
goes into his jam session and almost 
had to do a strip tease to get off. 

Picture ‘San Quentin’ (FN). Biz 
| big, full downstairs and three-quar- 
ters balcony, despite intense heat. 

Cohen. 





EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 

For fifth week in a row Earle has 
‘em on their brogues upstairs and 
down. This-time the show is topped 
with Hal LeRoy and Clyde McCoy’s 
band. Right behind are Marjorie 
Gainsworth, Sheila Barrett, Marty 
Collins and Harry Peterson and the 
Bennet Sisters. Also ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th) on screen. « 

McCoy’s outfit is sweet and hot. 
And there was no holding the house 
when the stick-swisher grabbed his 


trumpet and let go ‘Sugar Blues.’ 
That trumpet does things. The guy 


As batoner of a band as hot as his, 
McCoy is entirely too unperturbed. 


Shubert revue and the latter from. He ought to hypo with some personal 


vaudeville when it had need of a 


showmanship. Band was neatly set 


fast and surefire pair of clowns. Miss | and nicely lighted on a movable plat- 


Pickers, having gone tragedienne 
and high-powered prima donna with 
a bang, wallops ’em in the high C’s 
with ‘When a Gypsy Plays His Vio- 
lin’ and ‘The Man I Love.’ For her 
final item she steps down with much 
grace and charm and warms ’em up 
solidly with ‘Cuban Pete.’ Hightone 
or lowdown she takes the outfront- 
ers in full and telling stride. Barto 
and Mann still prove the extreme 
long and short of knockabout non- 
sense, with the customers going as 
strong as ever for the leg and head 
tangling byplay. 

Another fast worker is Johnny 
Woods (New Acts), who mimics ’em 
from radio, the screen and public 
life with close approximation and a 
keen sense of humor. At the show 
caught Woods was the applause top- 
per. The terpsy side of the bill went 
to a couple of amateurs brought in 
to demonstrate one of the latest 
dance crazes, the shag. Mixed 
youngsters are billed as Nicholsberg 
and Roberts. Their routine blends a 
sufficient amount of grace and pre- 
cision with-the tap-hopping which 
characterizes the ballroom: fad. 

Business very good opening day. 

dec. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 5. 

It's a first time for Eddy Duchin 
around here, but he can write his 
own return ticket. And what a 
break for the WB deluxer, too. He 
was booked in more than a year ago 
at his prevailing salary, but couldn't 
fill the date until now because of 
hotel and radio commitments. In 
that time, Duchin’s rep has tripled 
and his salary has doubled, but he’s 
here at the original figure and Stan- 
ley’s cashing in plenty on dance- 
crazy mob’s corres pash. 

House is a puSh-over for name 
orchs anyway, so Duchin has an easy 
time of it. He’s an extremely per- 
sonable fellow and handles the m.c. 
duties with an ease that stamps him 
as possible musical comedy timber 
whenever he decides to hang up the 
baton. Band numbers, of course, are 
all shaped to show off leader’s crack 
piano-playing and his sharpshooting 
at the keyboard had ’em crying for 
more this afternoon. 

Had the crowd in his hand all the 
way and when near the finish he 
suggested the gang sing and whistle a 
couple of choruses, the’ rafters 
literally shook. For the close, 
Duchin’s still doing his fav, ‘Stormy 
Weather, augmented by the light- 
ning-and-rain electrical effects and 
a sock job both musically and for 
showmanship. 

He’s carrying two vocalists, Stan- 
ley Worth, a sax player, and Pa- 
tricia Norman, Latter is a pert. lass 
who’s improved considerably since 
she first came here some years ago 
with Paul Pendarvis’ band. She's 
a definite personality youngster with 
a neat comedy touch that should take 
her a long way. Norman gal gave 
out with three numbers, topping off 
the trio with a slick arrangement of 
‘Old Man Mose Is Dead,’ and had to 
beg off, something a femme singer 
with an orch hasn’t had to do around 
here in a long time. 


Duchin presentation also includes 
three acts and each one of them de- 
livers a wallop. First is Miriam 
Verne, a local gal who had to go 
elsewhere to get attention. She’s 
getting it, too. She has _ looks, 
hoofs smartly in Eleanor Powell 


manner and makes ’em 
her slick array of tricks. 

Following is dance team of Mario 
and Floria, with as much swank 
and stuff as any of the name ball- 
room __ terpers. Handsome couple, 
with femme a particularly stunning 


sit up with 


form. 


LeRoy, w.k. here, was real rafter- 

ripper. Just stepping out won him 
resounding applause. And _ every 
number he did got more. Those long, 
loose legs of his can be positively 
eye-blinking. He doesn’t make the 
error of keeping at one step too 
long, either. Best was ‘Sweet Sue’ 
number, followed by encore, ‘Jam 
Session.’ Distinctly boyish person- 
ality plus easy presence help him 
sell. 
Marjorie Gainsworth, tall blonde 
soprano, who was at the house 
coupla weeks ago, back again with a 
new routine. Second only to Le- 
Roy in quantity of palm-whacking. 
Uses good operatie pipes to chirp 
trivia, which tickles Earle aud. She’s 
more at ease and self-confident this 
rip. ¢ 

Sheila Barrett’s a comic of strong 
proportions and won solid response 
with her now-famous miming of a 
tipsy Southern gal touring the nitery 


belt. This is the number which 
Daughters. of the Confederacy 
thought insulted Southern woman- 


hood and forced out on her Washing- 
ton date last week. Despite apparent 
approval of the house, Miss Barrett's 
presentation was a little too ultra for 
this house. 

Bennett Sisters, three femmes, do 
some cute terping that was fair qual- 
ity as a curtain-upper. Mary Col- 
lins and Harry Peterson, vet hoofer- 
comic act, register some fair humor, 
but what is more important, give 
whole show a strictly informal aura 
that reaches an already willing 
house and makes for universal gaiety. 
Some of this informality meant 
reaching so far as to get LeRoy to 
come out after his turn and give a 
hot-foot to Collins; who is puffing 
on a trumpet to outdo McCoy. Le- 
Roy makes a_ second appearance 
eating an apple with aplomb behind 
Collins, which has the funny-man 
wondering why the house is giggling. 
It’s bewhiskered, but they liked it. 

It’s this nonchalance, especially 
when acts come out to take their 
bends, that gives untold aid in pack- 
ing entertainment. Herb. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Sept. 5. 

To accommodate the two hours 
necessary to showing ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col.) current on Hipp screen, stage 
doings this week utilize 32 minutes. 
Augmenting pit band and bringing 
them up on stage with Leon Navara 
as guest conductor and m. c.. show 
takes on presentation form with three 
acts, Harris, Claire and Shannon, 
ballroomologists; Ross Wyse, Jr., and 
Roy Campbell's Ambassadors, male 
octet, participating. Navara ig a bet- 
ter pianist than m. c. Show moves 
at better pace because of time being 
held down. 

Opening. a special arrangement of 
‘Cherry Blossom Lane’ nicely han- 
died by orech. Harris, Clare and 
Shannon, smart appearing blonde, 
brunette and male partner, next with 
two sock ballroom routines, a waltz 
and a tango, adequately, sold. WNa- 
vara, then taking hold of piano, 
gives out with ‘Gigolette,’ announced 
as Own composition and fol'ows with 
the ‘learning to play the piano’ bit 
to nice response. 

Intros Ross Wyse, Jr., in his usual 
punchy melange of gagging and 
strenuous acrobatics. ably assisted by 
June Mann, elongated and equally 
agile femme foil. Scored heavy on 
show caught and had to beg off. 
Roy Campbell’s Ambassadors follow 
with repertoire of musical comedy 
and college selections. Proved an 
adequate chaser and gave necessary 
tinge of variety to the set-up. 

Burm. 





number, they epitomize grace in 
ihree varied routines, lend a million | 
whoke | 
Some poor 

lighting hurt their first two numbers; ? : ; ; 
gal's too good to Took at to be buried | You Can’t Have Everything’ (20th), 


how- 'nicely on their end. 


accomplish- | 


aD 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 5, 
Set in for two weeks with flicker, 





| Rubinoff and his fiddle figure to do 
Act had pleniy 
on the ball, and at the wickets, too, 
on opening day so two weeks’ stand 


should be plenty profitable ail 
around, 
| Supporting Rubinoff are Four 


|Eaton Boys, songsters; Diaz, Don, Do- 
lores and Deemis, adagio quartet; 
Cirillo Brothers, hillbilly hokum; 
Ben Berri, juggler, and the 16 Gae 
Foster line. These acts, too, are set 
for two weeks. 

All work in as smooth a setting as 
seen here in many moons. Consists 
of a huge winding stairs in white, 
with off-stage entrance to the left 
high above Sam Jack Kaufman's pit 
orch situated on stage. 

Rubinoff has whole show to him- 
;self. Showmanship bursts out every- 
where, and fiddler’s short spiel be- 





| fore encore sets things pretty. His 
| work with the violin, as usual, is 
nifty and rendition of ‘Sweet Mys- 


tery of Life’ tied audience in knots. 
Entrances down long stairs is a good 
stunt, payees giving their palms a 
good warming up before Rubinoff 
gets to mike. 

Eton Boys, in the next-to-closing, 
contrib several harmony tunes. Ap- 
pearance is added asset. Specialty 
number, ‘No, a Thousand Times, No,’ 
is a honey, and sends quartet off to 





big hand. Diaz, Don, Dolores and 
Deemis are a quartet of swell adagio 
artists. Fellas, garbed in white 


blowing it should try to emulate it. | trousers and striped sweaters, have 


smoothness on their side, while the 
petite blonde is the cute eyefull. 
Opening stanza goes to Cirillo 
Prothers (3), who appear as _ hill- 
billies and offer lotta hokum and 
then strip to formal garb for some 
meritorious hoofing. Ben Berri, Eng- 
lish juggler, minces plenty of suave 
comedy into his contrib as deucer. 
Three out-of-the-ordinary routines 
are Gae Foster line’s contribution. 
First is a hillbilly number serving to 
intro the Cirillo Brothers, followed 
by a mask routine and ending up 
with an old-fashioned number. 
Kaufman, who moves his pit band 
on stage for 50-minute show, also 
handles the m. c. chores nicely. 
Good crowd at early show Friday 
evening (3). Pete. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


War, either actual or threaiened, 
bulks large in the newsreel bill at 
the Embassy this week. Scenes of 
fighting and its grizzly effects com- 
prise the first few clips on China, 
Then. the scene shifts to the U.S. and 
what this supposedly peace-insisting 
country is doing to arm the com- 
batants. Windup of the _ subject 
shows the _ inevitable Mussolini 
speech and the launching of an 
Italian battleship. In importance as 
well as length, those early portions 
of the program overshadow the rest, 

For the first time, shots of the ac- 
tual fighting in the Far East are 
reaching this country. Universal 
and Metro clips which open the bill 
give a far-off view of the hostilities. 
Mostly they are the familiar scenes 
of running troops, batteries of ar- 
tillery and planes sliding by over- 
head. Other shots of burning build- 
ings begin to bring the horror of the 
conflict closer. All such shots are 
Japanese-censored, 


Clip that follows, from behind the 
Chinese lines, is uncensored and be- 
gins to bring the screen to horrify- 
ing life—or death. Apparently the 
more revolting portions of the clip 
(Par) have been scissored. But 
enough scenes of corpse-strewn 
highways, ditches filled with mangled 
bodies, men crawling in agony tow- 
ard motors that may carry them to 
hospitalization, at least hint of the 
carnage and suffering that is taking 
place in and around Shanghai. 

Alongside it, the following clip, 
possibly a stock shot of Eden ‘pro- 
testing’ in the name of international 
aw, is tame stuff. Gen. Smedley 
Butler is then shown in a speech for 
active American neutrality and then 
shots of American scrap iron ship- 
ments to Japan, plus scenes of muni- 
tions making in Europe illustrate a 
familiar fact. Mussolini speech and 
the Italian ship launching merely 
add a touch to the overwhelming 
evidence that a general war is not 
long in coming. Effect of the whole 
series is strong. 

Out-of-the-ordinary clips which 
follow are ones of Honolulu candid 
camera bugs (Fox), a German trick 
flyer (Fox), a radio controlled plane 
target (Par), plane landing on an 
auto (Fox), and a polo match (U). 
Surprising number of publicity shots 
sprinkle the bill—baby parades, big- 


gest dish of mashed potatoes, ac- 
cordion fad, pro-football season 
opening, etc, Lew Lehr has two 


comedy -bits, each fair. Departure 
of the Girl Scouts of other nations 
from New York also gets a laugh. 

Paramount short on Popular Sci- 
ence is the novelty. After showing 
a number of ingenious methods of 
utilizing power from the sun, the 
reel illustrates a whole flock of 
weird gadgets, mostly for the sleener 
and nearly all comically imvractical. 
Sound track is cleverly scripted. 

Sino-Japanese Special 
First newsreel shots of actual fighte 


ing at Shanghai were received in 
New York by Universal Friday (3) 
morning. Let ether method of 





(Continued on page 29) 
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PRODUCTION 


‘DEAD END 


in its first 3 days at the United Artists Theatre 





See 


in Chicago broke both attendance and 


money records established in recent years. 


— Siuutl Yoldoyni 


PRODUCTION 


DEAD END 


at the Rivoli Theatre in New York City, after 





a first week that shattered attendance ree- 
ords as far back as Christmas, 1929, now in its 
second week broke all second week attend- 


ance records in the history of the theatre. 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 














oer 





Wednesday, September 8, 19%7 











—_—— 





Hearst Withdraws SEC Pitt Newshawks’ Casualties 
Permission to withdraw two regis-| Florence Fisher Parry, topflight 
tration statements filed under the | drama crick and columnist for Pitts- 
securities act of 1933 and covering | burvh Press, in her home town of 
proposed issues aggregating} Vunxstttawney, Pa. for funeral of 
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Chapman Heads Page Corp. 
| Alva H. Chapman, publisher of 
|Bradenton (Fla.) Herald, has been 
|named president of R. W. Page Corp., 
|of Columbus, Ga., which publishes 


$35,500,000 to refinance Hearst Maga- elalive, fell from a step and broke 
zines, Inc., and Hearst Publications, 
Inc., was granted last week (1) by 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission in Washington. 


The statement filed by Hearst 
Magazines, on March 10 covered 


$13,000,000 of debentures of 1937. Up 
to and including Aug. 16, 11 amend- 
ments had been added, Hearst | 
Publications filed its statement 
March 30, covering debentures of 
1937 totalling $22,500,000. There | 
were nine amendments added to this 
statement. 

The Hearst management issued a 
statement declaring that the with- 
drawal was due to the fact that ‘the 
market for industrial debentures 
was turning favorable at the 
time of filing, and has continued less 





less 


favorable to the present time...’ 
No statement was made by the 
SEC. 


Proceeds from the debenture issues 
were to have been used in refinanc- | 
ing operations and for additional 
working capital. Hearst Publications’ 
statement designated $21,600,000 to 
retire and refund outstanding obliga- 
tions of the corporation... The re- 
mainder of the $22,500,000 was to be 
added to work capital. Proceeds of | 
the $13,000,000 debenture issue pro-| 
posed by Hearst Magazines were to | 
be used as follows: 


For the retirement of the remain-| 


ing of 6% serial gold debentures of | 
1937 Hearst Magazines, Inc., | 


$1,000,000, 
For the retirement of bank loans, 
$1,900,000. 
For retirement of notes payable to} 
Halsey, Stuart & Co. which repre-|} 
sent an advance made on March 4, | 





1937, in anticipation of the sale of| 
the securities being registered, | 
$3,000,000. Of the proceeds, 


$2,000,000 was advanced to American | 
Newspapers, Inc., a parent, and} 
$1,000,000 was paid to the N, Y. 
Evening Journal, Inc., an affiliate, as! 
a partial payment of the purchase | 
price of the Hearst Magazine build-| 
ing. 

For payment of notes and accounts 
payable owing to Cuneo Press, Inc., 
for printing services rendered, 
$2,000,000. | 


For payment of balance of pur- 
chase price of Hearst Magazine 
Building from New York Evening 


Journal, Inc., $2,253,000. 

For purchase of capital stock and 
open accounts payable to American 
Newspapers, Inc., of National Maga- 
zine Co., Ltd., from American News 
papers, Inc., a parent, $1,461,671. 

The balance was to have been 
used for working capital. 

NLRB Reviews Sweet Case 

Claiming Walden Sweet was fired 





Columbus Ledger and Columbus En- 
quirer, to succeed W. E. Page, who 
was killed in auto crash recently. 
Chapman was. brother-in-law of 
Page. 

Page Corp. publishes Wlimington 
(N. C.) Star and Wilmington News 
in addition to two Columbus dailies 
and Bradenton paper. 


her ankle and is convalescing in 
hospital there. Her column has been 
‘osent from afternoon sheet for two 
weeks and it'll probably be another 
month before she gets back into ac- 
tion. 

Charlie Danver, conductor of, 
‘Pittsburghesque’ column in morn- | 
ing Post-Gazette, is back on job! 
again after three hospital weeks as | 
result of attack by unknown assail- | 
ant early one morning while he was |! 








Chi Times Changes Mind 
Chicago Times, tabber, almost de- 


ce : . cided to issue a Saturd¢ aper, but 
going home from work. City de- at a : asue earn tg = e 
tectives working on case have so/| "a ast a © ceciae - se snee 
far found no clues to identity of; Y= Sins Okay O58 A mx-Cay paper 
: ee: ith : and called off the Saturday idea 
columnist’s attacker. ; mot ; 
Had considered hitting the stands 
Mod ne Cc t-Rat on Saturday at 11 a.m. and moving 
a r s g ; = é ‘rs nd , q 
Mod ’ ae a - nich h the Sunday paper from a late after- 
OESEN —. ae wa aS noon break to around 8 p.m. 
been toying with a new low price 


publishing venture for some time, is! 
now ready with its list of titles. Plan 
is to peddle books which usually | 
sell for $2 up in a ‘Blue Seal’ series | 


CHATTER 
Bill Sykes, Philly Ledger editorial 
cartooner, doing a commercial strip 


in bookstores, department stores and | for Gulf. eae hee 
newsstands beginning this week, at| Fawcett Publications’ new Detroit 
25c in paper bindings and at 85c in office has Eldon (Mike) Roxburgh 
cloth. as manager. 
Firm also plans to print a ‘Gold| Frank Seltzer, former Philly re- 
Seal’ series at 35¢. for books bound’) PO'ter: added to p.a. staff of Hal 
Roach studios, 


in paper which would normally sell 
Herbert 


at $5. Next month a ‘Red Seal’! __ r= oval Lewis, author of 
series of reprints will be initiated ' ‘Gentleman Overboard,’ joined Met- 

, ‘ , : : rriting staff. 
First ‘Blue Seal’ books includes 7°, W'!!"8 : 
N. Y. Mirror. and News off of 


one by Walter Duranty titled ‘Babies 
Without Tails’ and ‘Gold Series’ in- | 
cludes one titled ‘Kaltenborn Edits 
the News’ by H. V. Kaltenborn. 


Philly newsstands because of tilt in 
prices to dealers. 

Alfred Eichler has written a novel 
for a boy violinist titled “Son of 
Song’ due in November. 

William E. Keys, one-time San 
Antonio correspondent for Variety, 
now AP in Austin, Tex. 

United News, newspaper and mag 


Hearst’s CADU in N. Y. 
N.Y. Journal-American has signed 
contract with the Commercial 
Artists and Designers Union, Ameri- 


can Federation of Labor affiliate, | distribs, modeling themselves a new 
covering advertising artists. Pact | $50,000 home in Philly. 
calls for minimums of $30 to $60 a Walter Winchell and the N. Y. 


week, a 40-hour, 5-day week, vaca- 
tions with pay, dismissal pay, | 
preferential rehiring and _ joint | 
grievance committee to settle dis- | 
putes. Deal with the Hearst man- | 
agement is the first formal contract | 
negotiated by the CADU, which has 
been in existence a little more than 
a year. Majority of the Journal- 
American artists are CADU mem- 


Daily Mirror haven't as yet renewed. 
| Still dickering contract details. 

W. W. Lynch, ‘The Connecticut 
Yankee,’ of San Antonio (Tex.), is 
in New York on an AP transfer. 


State desk on the Philly Inquirer 

after a shot at p.a.’ing for Philco. 
Benny Friedman to do a Monday 

football analysis column for N, Y. 





bers. Daily News during the grid season. 
George Kearney, g.m. of the Phil- : 

Bercovici’s Expose Novel ly Ledger Syndicate, in Europe to 
Rion Bercovici, whose ‘exposé’ | pact a surprising biggie for a daily 


Herman (Buck) Elliot back at the | 





| Immediate Release:’ has just ap- 
| peared, is keeping himself busy 
publicizing the book. Interviews 
with him made several p.m. dailies 
last week. Leading character is sup- 
| posedly a Park Avenue p.a., known 
in show biz circles, 

Bercovici can’t forget that he is a 
p.a. however, and gives his wife, 
| Millicent Green, legit actress, sev- 





novel about a press agent titled ‘For 


from the Denver Post because of) eral puffs in the book, by dedicating 
Guild activities, the Denver Guild| it to her and mentioning her as a 
chapter has referred the matter to| celebrity. 


colvum. 
| Jack Price, photographer on the 
| N. Y. World for 27 years, is writing 
a biog of his experiences as a news- 
| photographer. 

Relman Morin is heading the As- 


| sociated Press Tokyo bureau, with 
James Mills covering the Chino- 
Japanese conflict. 

Ernest Hemingway’s first new 


novel in eight years, ‘To Have and 
Have Not,’ will be published in Octo- 
ber by Scribner's. 

You, mag, announces appointment 


Aaron Warner, National Labor Rela- 
tions Board representative, for in- 
vestigation. Sweet says he was 
asked to resign following the state! 
house microphone scandal, in which | 
Sweet and others admitted placing 
microphones in offices with wires 
leading to apartments nearby where 
conversations were taken on records 
and in shorthand. The Post officials 
said Sweet’s continued employment 
by the paper would ‘stultify the 
handling of news in connection with | 
the case.” Sweet was called before 
the publisher of the Post and other | 
editorial executives to discuss his 
connection with the case. At that 
time Sweet told the executives he 
used his editorial discretion in help- 
ing install the microphones, and was 
later told he was not to be dis- 
charged, 

‘Although I was requested to re- 
sign, Sweet said last week, ‘It is 
my opinion I was fired, and would} 
not receive my pay check if I con-| 
tinued to work.’ 

The microphone records were! 
made public Saturday and on Sun- 
day the News printed 12 pages of the | 
transcript, while the Post condensed 
the report in about two pages. 








British Trades Lining Up | brought against Hearst Magazines by 


Trades unions of England have 
Passed a resolution designed to in- 
stitute a ban on newspaper men who 


|supreme court for dismissal of the | 


apne | 


of a Paris rep, Robert Lang, editor 
and publisher of the French beauty 
magazine, Rester Jeune. 

Clinch Calkins’ new book, ‘Spy 
Overhead,’ dealing with industrial 
espionage ang munitions sales pro- 
motion in strikes, due this month. 

Columbia University Press pub- 
lishing documents submitted to the 
League of Nations, which the Loyal- 
ists are submitting as proof that 
Italy is officially participating in the 
war, 

Neil H. Swanson, asst. city editor 
of the Baltimore Sun, is finishing a 
historical novel titled, ‘The Tem- 
porary Gentleman,’ and plans a biog 
dealing with the American Revolu- 
tion to follow. 


Boddy’s L.A. Sat. Night 

E. Manchester Boddy, publisher 
of the Los Angeles Illustrated Daily 
News and Evening News, and R. L. 
Smith, business associate of Boddy, 
have taken over the L. A. Saturday 
Night, a weekly, and plan to expand 
it into a publication aimed as mass 
circulation in Southern California. 
Name has been changed to Pacific 
Saturday Night. Initial issue under 
the new management hit the stands 
last Friday (3). H. O. Davis retires 
as publisher, but Josephine Wice is 
retained as editor. 





Magee Leaves Faweett 
Ted Magee has resigned as editor; Joe Laurie, Jr., and Gene Fowler 
of Fawcett’s Screen Book effective are old friends and Fire Island (N.Y.) 
with completion of the December is-| neighbors, which is the reason why 
sue. Book will be edited in New) Varigery’s cub columnist, Laurie, 
York hereafter in accordance with) possesses every original manuscript 
the change of editorial policy recent-| of Fowler’s books. 
ly placed in effect by W. H. Fawcett. 
Magee. now recovering from an) Telegraph and Philly Inquirer pub- 
appendicitis operation, plans to free- | 
lance. 





Black Hills of Wyoming. Reported 
still tinkering with a deal to take 
over Philly Daily News. 

Robert Hillyer’s new book of 
poems will consist of letters in verse 
to Robert Frost, Bernard De Voto, 
Charles Copeland, James B. Munn, 
Peyton R. Churchill, Queen Neferteti 
and the author's son. 

Atlanta Now, class magazine that 





$50,000 Libel Suit 
Arguments were heard in Buffalo | 


complaint in a $50,000 libel suit | 


,Daniel S. O'Leary who charged that | 
he was libeled in an installment of | 
'an Arthur Somers Roche story ‘Hard 


Moe Annenberg, N. Y. Morning, 


lisher, vacationing at his ranch in) 





e ow 
| Variety House Reviews 
the faces of Gable, Dietrich, Garbo, 
Colbert, etc., individually spotted as 
their respective rooms are called. In 
closing, the girls take their switch- 
board lines and do a clever skip-rope 














EMBASSY 


(Continued from page 27} 





transportation fail, some of the reels 


had been put on the Dollar liner routine under x-rays highlighting 
Pres. Taft. while the others were sent ie. ropes. In this unit, production 

13 « ae ep ts® ey) really means something and it is 
by Clipper plane. Reels arrived at | 14 surprising to find that Clark 


| Newart airport at 11:30 a. m. Friday 
and were developed, edited, given 
sound, printed and were on the 
screen in Broadway theatres at 9 
o'clock that night. | 
Were previewed in the projection | 
room Friday (3) afternoon in nega- 
tive form, before the sound track had | 


Robinson is responsible. 
‘Life of the Party’ (RKO) on the 
screen. Biz big. Fox. 








Orpheum, Salt Lake 





Salt Lake City, Sept. 5 
been added. Reels totaled 7,000 feet | Sybil J ‘Hed nis ty 
and were edited to 900 feet. Charles | en se ~ hcg Ba, 4 “eh "th Posty - - 
7 7 , ie l { ee 5 eek ; 
E. Ford, Universal editor, deleted | ~. ase . op Sy hes 
; - |}record crowds swarmed to shatter 
none of the horror shots. Cameramen | every existing record sin 1930 
. *) y XLS 9 cord since 193% 
on the job in Shanghai were How- j 9 , ' : 
ard Winner and George Krainukov. ly "hee hs . get heading regular 
Former had his camera shot out of | — wi m W . oipe ca ls and ‘we 
| his hands during the Peiping batiie 2 ecco se a + ted a nin ind his 
. » { ‘ ¥ ‘te ep Ors 3 
‘and both missed death by only a few e * ~ or Wedn. a set ‘ > tial 
; pening day anesday niti: 
minutes when they passed the two oe dvew 4 200 paid seni nt 
Shanghai department stores imme- House seats 1.840 but tl a : 
. . abe , . J se es = 
| diately before the bombs struck, kill- trons didn’t’ mind catching rs a 
vee edi an tae =e’ © ae g stag 
Og ee Pair ran back and | show from lobby. Four-a-day and 
covere © scene. turnstile activity looms to hold out 
Besides the department store shots, | for duration of run 
| other shocking scenes in the reel in- Bebil’s act is enotied et +t 
|clude the Cathay hotel a few minutes niuatine pg Tong Mit) ‘ It oe a 
afte ; _, > nest i » ‘ as ‘ 
wer pelt ygecs me Sey Yao rela waiting for. With Woodbury’s band 
irene - oe. ws a@Y jin the background, moppet appears 
| through the bodies, flaming automo- lafter brief introduction by orch 
biles and. debris. In both bomb | leader. Child walks on stage with 
scenes the destruction and death is |her uncle. Harry Jacobsen .ccom- 
indescribable. Bodies of dead and , me 


panist on a baby grand piano. 


dying are strewn about, frequently Shey were in.cestatic twittere all 


piled several deep. Many of those 


during the 2 girl’s : ‘arance 
killed have been blown apart, num- | 209° 23.0 °4! little girl's appearanc 
Beane: _| and it’s been years since a Holly- 
bers of bodies minus head, legs o1 ‘ ptomagg ‘ ; 

arms ote Giada, -useeere ar ae woodite has been received so en- 
. 5. ° : ad thusiastically. Kids, forming more 


wounded can be seen trying to rise 
or waving for help. 

In other scenes there are bodies 
floating down the river or in water- 
filled ditches and lying several deep 
in trucks where machine-gunned 
from planes. Several shots show the 
burning of the city in the distance, 
| others are of Japanese warships and 


than 60% otf the audience, were yell- 
ing through her appearance, pound- 
ing their palms into a pulp and do- 
ing everything but tossing their taffy 
and all-day suckers in the air wit 
nip-ups. 

It's because of 
Stage delivery. 


Sybil’s unusual 
She has a style all 


, } . her own Sybil delivers with voth 
still more illustrate the frantic flight | parrels in her choral fiesta. dishing 
of terrified American refugees. Last | (ut exactly the sort uf songs which 


| shot of the clip shows bodies of the 


11es click in socko fashion. Initialer was 
department store bomb victims be- 


the title song she sings in “The Cap- 


ing carried from the wreckage, piled | tain’s Kid.’ She follows with “The 
into trucks and carted away. Hobe. King Is My Prince Charming,’ dis- 
(on playing genuine dramatic ability. 

Her third number is a sperial de- 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 5. 

Season’s opening vaude show has 
several interesting aspects. As was 
| the custom last season house booked 
in a unit (Hollywood Hotel Revue’) 
and bolstered with some added acts. 
| Ethel Merman, starred; Arren and 
Broderick for the next-to-close; and 
Lewis and Van, two smart lads with 
hot hoofs for the deuce. And as 
| usual, the blend satisfies. 

Miss Merman introed with “They 
| All Laughed,’ followed and scored 
| with ‘They Can’t Take That Away,’ 


scribing adventures of owning 
‘Mike,’ a scottie and is socteroo. 
Her childish grace, personality and 
easy style of song delivery makes 
her tops. She encored with ‘I’m 
Rolling in Money,’ incorporating two 
wicket-clicking imitations of Garbo 
and Mae West. 

First item on supporting bill is 
Alene and Evans whose act ts tabbed 
| ‘poetry in motion.” What makes this 
act unique is that the boys, instead 
of displaying bulging muscles while 
performing feats. of platform push- 
ings’-up-and-down, wear tailored 
sports clothes.’ They were an okay 


and for a much-demanded encore turh 

gave ’em a medley of numbers she | ee , 

|has introduced in the past. Miss} Woecburv’s bond rece've:! several 
| Merman’s audience apparently want- | ¢¥faIn calls for their re idition of 
‘ed just that, and applauded each | 5#! Takes a Holida,’, done ably 
number with varying enthusiasm, |!" + ?1id swias style. 

Due to the opening show’s length Bobby Gilbert, rotund _fiddler- 
(82 minutes) she could not oblige | agster, assisted by his son, Tial, has 
with another encore, but quieted ‘em | trey spot. Too much Mefoofsky 
with extra bows and a thank-you. dialect diverted interest in act and 


only high spot of appearance is a 
serious turn at ‘Indian Love Lyrics.’ 
His son engages in some rather time- 


Arren and Broderick not only 
whammed with their rough-house 
burlesque of grand opera but they 





stopped the show cold and only by | Worn gag situations with pater and 
| Slamming into the finale production | ally oot ag yee per cing 
could the stage manager cut short | 24"4; ! as J00KS and wears DIS 


the insistence for more of their buf- [Band clothes gracefully. 


foonery. Band's turn comes next with a 
Apparently Lewis and Van were | pleusing medley of ‘Mother Goose 
spotted in the deuce to guarantee | i ymes’ in swing manner, Bill Call, 


lifted from role of usher in nouse, 
sings with band, this time devoid of 
his usher’s costume. Vocalist got a 


the show’s sure-fire take-off, and this 
is exactly what they did, first with 
a very satisfactory precision*duo ses- 





sion on a dance mat and pint-size | hand with “This Little Piggy Went 
stairs, then with a barrage of chal- | '® Market, _ which paved the way 
lenges that included breath-taking, | for Mappets’ appearance, 

dazzling wings of the brand ordi- | Screen bill includes her latest 


narily found only in the best of the ; technicolor short, ‘The Littlest Diplo- 


colored hoofing acts. | mat,’ shown concurrently with her 
| Marty May, gagging m.c., has his! p.a._ It’s a pleasing miniature of an 
;own inning at the Walt-way mark, | English army colonel wno gains a 
'palming off a flock of quips that | peace treaty with an invading desert 


sounded like the keynote of revival | tribe 3 through the diplomatic 
week. In his mockery of various | efforts of Sybil, cast as the colcnel’s 
_ types of singers, May made the best | grandaughter. ‘Blonde 
| impression on the morning mob. He | Trouble’ (Par). Guss. 
has the suave eppearnee,. the wise- | 
guy attitude, the finished delivery of | . . . 
an ace m.c. and dead-pan comedian, Radio Built Fite 
but his assortment of vintage gags 
_detract seriously from the net effect. 
Bright note in the _ production | 
numbers is the solo Spanish dancing | 
of Maria Delcarmen, featured in the | 
‘Gringola’ production, one of the best Promoter Mike Jacobs took a chance 
_in the unit because of her sparkling | on last minute sales with an aug- 
performance. Robert Berry capably | mented staff. 
delivers the incidental vocals, Clark | 
and Eaton help matters with their 
acro-adagio, and Mirora, femme jug- and the light advance was the gene- 
gler, fills the trey. eral idea that the contest would end 
Production in ‘Hollywood Hotel’ is | quickly with Louis kayoing Farr, 
very good, and in the first flesh flash, | pjus the threatening weather. Broad- 
called Silver Stairs,” the season’s | cust. deanl le la en ca 
: haps Mer st, despite its shortcomings, indi- 
navel maneuvers are officially opened | ~— : a : 
on the Keith platform. Most vreten- | C@ted to the late comers that the 
| tious girlie glimpse comes later in| British contender might stay the 


Pic is 














(Continued from page 1) 


Factors concerning the late draw 








are not members of the National (to Get’ in the May, 1935, Cosmopoli- debuted in Atlanta two months ago, 
Unien of Journalists. ‘tan. Decision was reserved pending | has filed voluntary petition in bank- 

It is to take the form of refusing filing of briefs. |ruptcy in federal district court. 
to grant interviews or furnish news | Liabilities listed as $5,642, assets 





| $410. 


New N. Y. Times Film Feature — Carl H. Weeks is prez and 


of any kind to reporters who are not 
members of the N. U. J. Resolution! Douglas Churchill, Hollywood film Ralph H. Horton secretary. 

is directed principally against local | commentator for the New York; Kap Monahan, film critic for Pitts- 
Provincial publications, as most of | Times, has gone east to confer with burgh Press, returning from Holly- 
the London periodicals are repre- | Frank Nugent, motion picture editor, wood after two-week once-over of 
sented by N. U. J. members. Num- | regarding a new Times feature ser-| studios, had only one criticism to 
ber of country papers are said to. vice planned to start this fall. Frank voice about the fillum colony. 
employ reportorial men at salaries Daugherty. of the Christian Science ‘Everywhere you go they hand you 
Considerably below the union mini- | Monitor, is subbing for Churchill for|a little piece of toast with fish on 
mum wage. | six weeks. it, he complained, 


, ‘Fountains of Bagdad.’ 
A living curtain intraduetion and 
|a@ crystal ball ballet all add color 
and zest to this sock production, 
| rounded out by the vocalling of the 

Boy Friends and more dancing by 
Clark and Eaton. 

Opening scene is another pip. The 
line of girls are working at a giant 
telephone switchboard. connecting 
film fans with a fer af the cinema 
stars. represented behind @ scrim 


by people wearing masks similating 


limit which he did and there was 
little chance of leaky clouds. 


Most of the last minute sales were 
for cheap tickets at $2.20 and $1.50, 
but so many were sold at the re- 
duced rate that the gross was mae 
terially upped from the afternoon 
count and helped the piling up of 
a $40,000 profit. Karlie: figures 
showed that the show would be out 





of the red for about half that sum. 
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HOLD EVERYTHING! 


(Telegram from California!) 


“WILLIAM POWELL AND MYRNA LOY RING OUT THE 
‘DOUBLE WEDDING’ BELLS IN THEIR NEW PICTURE SNEAK 
PREVIEWED LAST NIGHT STOP THEY'RE MADDER THAN THE 
MARXES AND DRIVE THE AUDIENCE NUTS STOP M-G-M'’s 
‘DOUBLE WEDDING’ IS SOMETHING TO YELL ABOUT!” 








(Okay, California, we're still yelling about Luise Rainer, SpencerTracy in ‘Big | 
City” but we'll start yelling also about William Powell, Myrna Loy in‘‘Double 
Wedding” because it looks like the yell of a Fall season for M-G-M showmen!) 
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Advance Production Chart 


—_—— A 


(Continue rage 25) 
Shelton, C. Henry Gordon, Jack ( 
liam V. Mong. 

‘tL MEY MY LOVE AGAIN,’ piodu 
Arihur Ripley and Joshua Logan; scr 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by Ha! 
Fonda, Dame May Whitty, Alan M2 
Holt, Dorothy Stickney, Florence L 

‘NOTHING SACRED,’ produced 
liam A. Wellman; original by Jame 
photographed by Howard Greene. 
Charles Winninger, Walter Connolly, S 
Hamilton, Maxie Resenbloem, Art Lisk ‘da Hopper, John Qualen. 

United Artists Picturs w in Production 

‘HURRICANE,’ produced by Samuci woldwyn; directed by John Ford: 
screen play by Dudley Nichols, based on original story by Charles Norhoff 
and James Norman Hall; photographed by Bert Blennon. Cast: Jon Hail. 
Dorothy Lamour, Raymond Massey, Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Thomas 
Mitchell, Jerome Cowan, Movita, Mamo Clark, Kuleii De Clercq. 

*THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by Archie Mayo; screen play by Robert Emmett Sherwood: photo- 
graphed by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout. Cast: Gary Cooper, Sigrid 
Gurie, Ernest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Basi! Rathbone. George Barbier, Lotus 
Liu, Ferdinand Gottschalk. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Selz- 
nick; directed by Norman Taurog; screen play by John V. A. Weaver. from 
story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, Beulah Bondi. Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, Mickey Rentchler, Cora Sue Collins. Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Byington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton, 
Phillip Hurtic, Erville Alderson. 

‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
George Marshall; photography by Gregg Toland: no writer credits an- 
nounced as yet. Cast: Kenny Baker, Virginia Verrill, Adolohe Menjou, 
the Ritz Brothers, Helen Jepson, Charles Kullmann. Phil Baker. Edgar 
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, Zorina, Bobby Clark, Ela Logan, William 
Dollar, George Balanchine’s American Ballet. 


C. Nugent, Tully Marshall, Wil- 


by Walter Wanger; directed by 
play by David Hertz from novel 
achr, Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 
Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim 

G e Hall, Alice Cavenna. 
O. Selznick; directed by Wil- 
Sireet; screen play by Ben Hecht; 
Carole Lombard, Fredric March, 
Rumann, Frank Fay, Margaret 





Universal 


New Balance to 


Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Premised pleted ing Reems Cameras tion 
ORES oo encase wait 590 5 3 7 35 2 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 
‘THE BOSS OF LONELY VALLEY,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed 


by Ray Taylor; novel by Forrest Brown; screen play by Frances Guihan. | 


Cast: Buck Jones, Muriel Evans, Harvey Clark, Walter Miller, Lee Phetps, 
Ted Adams, Dickie Howland, Ezra Paulette, Matty Fain, Grace Goodall. 
‘ADVENTURES END,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by 


John Wayne, Diana Gibson, Moroni Olsen, Montagu Love, Maurice Black, 
Paul White, Cameron Hall, Patrick J. Kelly, George Cleveland. 

‘THE WESTLAND CASE,’ produced by Larry Fox and Irving Starr; 
directed by Christy Cabanne; screen play by Robertson White, based on 
novel by Jonathan Latimer. Cast: Preston Foster, Carol Hughes, Barbara 
Pepper, Frank Jenks, Astrid Allwyn, George Meeker, Theodore Von Eltz, 
Clarence Wilson, Russell Hicks, Rollo Lloyd, Selmer Jackson. 

‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ produced by Lou Brock; directed by Sidney 
Salkow; original by Thomas Ahearn and Walton Butterfield: screen play by 
Barry Trivers. Cast: William Gargan, Judith Barrett, Don Wilson, Sterling 
Halloway, William Davidson, Gerald Oliver Smith, Grady Sutton. 

‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed by Ray 


Taylor; novel by Jackson Gregory; screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: | 


Buck Jones, Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams, 
Evelyn Brent, Lee Phelps. 


‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ produced by Robert Presnell; directed by Nate | 


Watt; screen play by James Mulhauser, Lester Cole and Harold Buckley, 
from novel by Richard Wormser. Cast: Dorothea Kent, Robert Wilcox, 
Hobart Cavanaugh, David Oliver, G. Pat Collins, Ernest Cossart, Jonathan 
Hale, Harry Tyler. 


‘BLONDE DYNAMITE,’ produced by E. M. Asher; directed by Milton 


Carruth; novel by W. R. Burnett; screen play by Lester Cole. Cast: Noah | 


erry, Jr., Nan Grey, William Gargan, Dorothea Kent, Rowland Drew. 
Universal Pictures Now in Production 

‘A GIRL WITH IDEAS,’ formerly titled ‘MIGHTIER THAN THE 
SWORD’, produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by S. Sylvan Simon; 
original by William Rankin; screen play by Robert T. Shannon and Bruce 
Manning. Cast: Wendy Barrie, Walter Pidgeon, Kent Taylor, Henry Hunter, 
George Barbier, Dorothea Kent, Hobart Cavanaugh, Samuel S. 
Horace MacMahon. 

‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed 
by Irving Cummings; original screen play by Monte Brice and Dorian 
Otves. Cast: Joy Hodges, John King, Bert Lahr, Billy House, Mischa Auer, 
Jimmie Savo, Alice Brady, Barbara Read, Louise Fazenda, Richard Carle, 
Howard Cantonwine, Charley Williams, Dave Apollon and orchestra. 

‘COURAGE OF THE WEST,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis: original screen play by Jay Norton Baker; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Lois January, J. Farrell MacDonald, Fuzzy Knight, 
Carl Stockdale. ; 

“TIM TYLER’S LUCK,’ produced by Henry MacRea; directed by Ford 
Beebe; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, Norman S. Hall, Ray Trampe. 
Cast: Frankie Thomas, Frances Robinson 

Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits 


‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed by | 
David Butler: original story by Bill Thomas, Maxwell Shane and Warren | 


Wilson: screen play by Monte Brice and Charles Grayson. Cast: Alice 
Faye, George Murphy, Ken Murray, the Three Diamond Brothers, Andy 
Devine. Ella Logan, Larry Blake, Harry Stockwell. 

‘THE SHANNONS OF BROADWAY,’ produced by Edmund Grainger. 
No other assignments as yet. From stage play by James Gleason. 


Warners 





Now Balance to 


Number ? umber Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be‘ore Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
MN. -6%isaee808% 60 9 6 13 32 12 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE PERFECT SPECIMEN,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed by 
Michael Curtiz: original by Samuel Hopkins Adams; screen play by 
Lawrence Riley and Norman Reilly Raine; photographed by Charles 
Rosher. Cast: Errol Flynn, Joan Blondell, Dick Foran, Beverly Roberts, 
Edward Everett Horton, Hugh Herbert, May Robson, Marie Wilson, Warren 
Hymer. Donald Meek, Granville Bates, Andrew Tombes, Tim Henning. 

“THE GREAT GARRICK,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by 
James Whale: original screen play by Ernest Vajda; photographed by 
Ernest Haller. Cast: Brian Aherne, Olivia de Havilland, Edward Everett 
Horton. Luis Alberni, Lana Turner, Marie Wilson, Linda Perry, Craig 
Reynolds. Dorothy Tree, Henry O'Neill, Lionel Atwill, Fritz Leiber, 


‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND,’ produced by Byran Foy; directed by William 
McGann: original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Lu 


O'Connell. Cast: John Litel, Ann Sheridan, Mary Maguire, Gordon Oliver, 
Addison Richards, Ben Welden, Dick Percell, George E. Stone, Doris Lloyd. 
‘PRAIRIE THUNDER,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Breezy 


Eason: original by Ed Ear! Repp, Cast: Dick Foran, Ellen Clancy, Al Smith, | 


Yakima Canutt, Frank Ellis. 
‘SUBMARINE D-1,’ produced by Lou Edelman: directed by Lloyd Bacon; 
original story by-Commander Frank Wead; screen play by William Wister 


Haines; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Pat O’Brien, George Brent, 
Wayne Morris. Frank’ McHugh, Doris Weston, Ronald Reagan, Henry 


O'Neill, Owen King, Dennie Moore. : : 
‘EXPENSIVE HUSBANDS,’ supervised by Frank Mandel: directed by 
Bobby Connolly; screen play by Jean Negulesco and Jay Brennan; camera, 
James Van Trees. Cast: Beverly Roberts, Patric Knowles, William Hopper, 
Allyn Joslyn. ; 
‘MISSING WITNESS,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by William 
Clemens) original screen play by Kenneth Gamet and Don Ryan; photo- 


Arthur | 
Lubin; nevel by Ben Ames Williams; screen play by Ben G. Kohn. Cast: | 


Hinds, | 


Theatre Changes 


Winnipeg. 

The Winnipeg managerial 
has takeg@ all the aspects of the 
business $d of a cocktail shaker 
| with the ous Players—Canadian 
Corp. ar Western Theatres, Ltd. 
making ® rous changes in the 
western division. Larry Graburn, 
manager of Metropolitan, Regina, 
Sask., moved to the ace house in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, in the eastern 









division. Bill Novak, of the Gaiety, 
Winnipeg, will replace him at Re- 
gina. George Dowbiggen, assistant 


,at Met, Winnipeg, moved to Garety, 
eplacing Novak. Nestor Novak, 
nephew of BiN Novak, will replace 
Cowbiggen at Met, coming from 
| Capitol. These are all F. P. changes. 
| On the Miles (Western Theatres) 
front Cecil Brusegard, assistant to 
Novak at Gaiety has been upped to 


| Lyceum, moved over to newly- 
opened Orpheum, to handle vaudfilm 
i policy of that house. The Uptown, 
| formerly managed by Bill Novak, be 


| taken over by Leona Turoldo, who 
|also handles the Crescent, nabe 
| house. In line with these changes 


| there are also some changes:in the 
| admissions at the two Famous houses 
fin town. Both touse will now 
operaic> on an equal basis, with equal 
prices, these being a 25-35c. matinee 
and a 35-50e. evening price scale. 
2an a Se. balcony cut for the Met- 
with a. 10@c. main floor and Se. bal- 
;}cony boost for Capitol. Famous 
| Piayers will hold a conference with- 
| in the next fortnight in Winnipeg, 
j}at which time it is expected N. L. 
Nathenson will be present. 





New Orleans. 

| Harry S. McLeod returned to the 
St. Charles theatre as manager. N. D. 
Smith, formerly assistant at Liberty, 
is McLeod’s aid. 


Bauntiful, Utah. 

Film suddenly burst into flame in 
the projection room of the Tower 
Aug. 25. Damage, covered by in- 
surance, was. estimated at $10,000 by 





Phillio Guss of Salt Lake City, who, 
with Bills, operates house. 
Galveston, 


Texas Theatres, Inc., opened at Pelly. 
Replaces Nu-Gulf theatre, destroyed 
by fire. Harold Beaulieu, of Beau- 
mont, manager. 

| Albert H. Reynolds succeeds Har- 
lold Cunyus as manager of Metro- 
politan, Houston, Cunyus goes to In- 





terstate office at Dallas for new as- | 


| signment, 





| Philadelphia. 

Family breach that let Perry Lesse 
|} Out as manager of his father’s Dia- 
| mond Theatre here two mamths ago 
| apparently has been healed. Mike 

Lesse restored the kid to the job 
this week, after extensively alterat- 
ing the house. Perry was stabbing 
at freelance publicity and advertis- 
ing in interim. 
i 





New Holland, Pa. 
Announcement has been made 
that the New Holland theatre, local 
second-run grind, has been pur- 
| chased by Jerry Rush, Philadelphia 
| operator. Rush will change the name 
ito the ‘Lee.’ 


graphed by Sid Hickox, Cast: Dick 
Acuff, H@gh O’Connell. 
‘OVER 


scene | 


|} the Lyeeum, with Eddie Newman, of | 


Alamo theatre, new unit of East | 





— 








EXPLOITATION -- 


By Epes W. Sargent 





Shock for ‘Slim’ 


Simple trick card was developed 
Bronx, oa 
stack 
| with about three inches of ordinary 


by the 
‘Slim.’ 


Lido theatre, 
Card was a cheap 


bell wire stapled on. Copy read: 


} 
| 


| tem!’ 


‘Make this free simple test of your 


electrical tension! 


(You can't get a 
shock.’) 


‘Ist, remove this piece of svecially 


treated electric resistance wire from 
card. 2nd, stand perfectly still on 
concrete sidewalk or wood floor. 
3rd, open your meuth,. Now hold 
ends of wire between thumb and 
forefinger of each hand. Have 
nothing else but wire in your hands. 
Do not read further until you have 
| done so. Stand still and count ten. 
| If you have not felt a vibrating cur- 
rent passing from finger to finger by 
that time—warning—your tension is 
low. Go at once to the Lido theatre, 
Fordham Rd. and Jerome Ave. to 
see the thrilling picture about High 
| Tension Linesmen, ‘Slim,’ with Pat 
| O’Brien, Henry Fonda, Mawgaret 
| Lindsay. High Tension Work! Hich 
Tension Love! High Tensien Action! 
It’s playing Thursday to Monday, 
| Aug, 19-20-21-22-23. If after seeing 
‘Slim’ your tension has not improved, 
come back and see ‘Slave Ship’ the 
following week.’ 

Just a gag, but it was only human 
nature to try out the stunt, and il 
seemed to helo business Can be 
used on any thriller. 


More Bambergers 


Leon J. Bamberger, of RKO-Radio 
sales, is after the direct mail record, 
looks to be in line for a champion- 
ship in the matter of novelties. 

One of his most recent contribu- 

tions is a spindle game of forfeits for 
‘The Life of the Party,’ with each 
envelope carrying the printed name 
of the recipient, involving the use of 
some 10,000 linotype slugs, to say 
nething of the trouble in getting each 
|name on the right ervelope. The 
| game itself is simple, but the idea is 
la novelty and will attract dejinite 
attention. 

A second and more ambitious stunt 
is a framed and glazed medallion in 
color of Anna Neagle as the queen 
in ‘Victoria the Great,’ British pic 
which is being released on this side 
by RKO. The back carries a folder 
for the sales talk, but the front is 
without advertising other than the 
| title of the picture as a caption, and 


| ‘You have electricity in your sys- 


| Dallas,’ 
| Stark, 

| man, put one over neatly on Murray 
| Lowe, who was working a quiz for 
| WEAN in the lobby of the Strand, a 
| rival house. 


}might ask a question: the 


Wrong Stooge 


Down in Providenee for ‘Stella 
yooked at the State, Elliott 


United Artists exploitation 


Getting close to the mike, Stark 
obrompted these who were balked 
by the regular auestions. Lowe 


| (inally turned on him and challenged 


him to answer a question on his own, 
Learning that Stark hailed from 
3rooklyn, Lowe asked him why the 
Bronx and Brooklyn were such 
deadly rivals. Stark said he did nat 
know, then asked if he, in turg, 
Trecaniog 


of U.A.P.A. 


Lowe admitted he did not know 
the answer to that one, so Stark 
|eame back with ‘it means United 
Artists Press Agent I'm one of 


j 
| 


them and I’m in Providence in the 
interests of ‘Stella Dallas,” at the 
State theatre, one o. the finest pra- 
ductions of the vear, with a cast im- 
cluding...’ That's as far as he got, 
for Lowe cut him out, but the mes- 
sage was over. 

Lowe is going to be move careful 
in picking his stooges in futuce 


Joe Weil's Click 
Joe Weil, exploitation 
Universal, took advantage of the ad- 
vance information that some auriven- 
tic newsreel shots were heading in 
from Shanghai to work a special 
siunt for the Universal rect. 
He had rushed through a 38x50 
poster in red and black on white, a 
copy of which was sent without 


head for 


| charge to each user of the reel for 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| help 


lobby display. Done in hand Iet- 
tering, it fairly shrieked the mes- 
sage. A miniature was alse sent 


|along to show how it could be re- 


duced for a herald, and there were 
special press steries and a sheet of 
exploitation suggestions to further 
along. Properly handted, it 
meant plenty of extra money to the 
exhibitor at no greater cost than his 
local efforts. 

Just another example of the adroit 
hustling that has kept Weil in the 


| same job for so many years. 


jat the 


is attractive enough to find a place | 


over any manager's desk. It is one 


of the handsomest pieces of advertis- | 


ing put out in a long time. 


Getting Started 
Ardmore, Okxla. 

To introduce a new serial hero to 
the youngsters of Ardmore, the Ritz 
| theatre held a 2-cent matinee for 
| 10:30 a.m. on the opening day. 
| Admission to see the initial install- 
,ment of ‘Jungle Jim’ and a full pro- 
| gram of short subjects was oven for 
| two cents to any child. In addition, 
‘the Dr. Pepper company provided 
each youngster with a bottle of soft 
' drink. 


Purcell, Jean Dale, John Litel, Eddie 


HE GOAL,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Noel Smith; 


original by William Jacobs; screen play by Jacobs and Anthony Coldeway; 


photographed by Warren Lynch. 


eg 
‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by Bryan 





Farrow: original screen 
O'Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, 
| O'Connell, Veda Ann Borg. 


Ann 


Cast: 
Willard Parker, Johnny Davis, William Harrigan, Gordon Oliver, Herbert 


William Hopper, June Travis, 


Foy; directed by Frank McDonald: 


original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker: photogranhed 
by James Van Trees. Cast: Dick Foran, June Travis, John Litel, Georse FE. 
Stone, Dick Purcell. Veda Ann Borg, 

‘SHE LOVED A FIREMAN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Johnny 
play by C 


Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 


arleton Sand: 


photographed by Lou 
Sheridan, 


Robert Armstrong, Huch 


‘SH! THE OCTOPUS,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Me- 


Gann; screcn play by George Brick 
Donald Gallaher: camera, Warren 


‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced 
Eason; original screen play by Aben 


‘WITHOUT WARNING,’ produced 


er from play by 


Ralph Murohy ond 
Lynch. Cast: 


Hugh Herbert, Allen 


Jenkins. Marcia Ralston, George Rosener, John Eldredge, Eric Stanley. 


by Bryan Foy; directed by Breozy 
1 Finkel and William Jacobs; camera, 


Ted McCord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
Cobb, Max Hoffmar, Jr., William Davidson. 


by Bryan Foy: directed by Johnny 


Farrow; original screen play by Crane Wilbur: camera, Lu O'Connell. Cost: 


| Warners Pictur 


Boris Karloff. Marie Wilson, Eddie Craven, Regis Toomey, 
bridge, John Harron, Willard Parker, Frank Faylen. 


Char! 


's Tow- 


es in Production 


‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoif:; directed by Busby 


Berkeley: original story by 
Wald. Leo and Richard Macaulcy; 
Powell, Frances 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan M: 


Langtord,- Mona Marshall, 


Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo: screen play by 


camera, Charles Rosher. Casi: Doc's 
Lola Lane, Hugh Heb ct, 
ywwbray, Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Svic 


Stanley. Edgar Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band. 


‘TONIGHT’S OUR NIGHT,’ forme 


Robert Lord: directed by Anatole Litvak; play by Jacqu 


play by Cas tobinson; photoxzrapt 
Colbert. Charles Boyer, Basil Rathi 
Anita Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris 
Viadimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christ 
George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse 


‘LARGER THAN LIFE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lev Seiler; 
adapted from play by Joseph Schran! 
Matson; screen play by Schrank and 


Todd. Cast: Frank McHugh, Berton 
Yianne Lewis, Cora Withcrspoon, R 
Kennedy. 

‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND 
Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; 
by Warren Duff and Robert EBuc'ner 
land, Claude Rains. Margaret 
Liiel. George Haves, Pat West, Mar 

‘PATUENT IN 


Van Trees. Cast: 


} photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast 


Lindsay, Tim 


Ann Sheridan, Patric [cnowle 
‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produc 
ley Logan: original by A. H. Z. C 


rly titled *TOVARICH,’ produced by 

; Devol ») 
ied by Charles Lang, Casi: Cl: i@ 
yone, Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, 
Carnovsky. Gregory Gaye, Fritz Weld 
ian Rub, Reine Riano, Moniagu Love 
Martel, Heather Tratcher. 


c<. bas 


White: 


Robertson 


iymond Hatton, William Hands, T> 


{7T,’ produced in technicolor by Som 
story by Clements Rivleyv: se Vr oley 
Cosi: Georse Brent. Olivia cs tl vil- 


Holt 
cia Ralston. 


200M 13,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directcd by 8 oby 
Connolly; orivinal sereen play by Mis 


mon Everhart: photo*canbed by J 
' Vicki Lo 
wr: screen play by Hovace J 


: Kay Francis, 


lon m2gazine story by Norman 
camer? Arthur 


Churchill, Jane Wyman, Ferris Taylor. 


Russell Simpson, Joho 


Invaded the Beach 
Rochester. 

Putting on a complete campaign 
for holdover of ‘Artists and Models’ 
Regent, Manager Arthur 
Krolich s*otted Louis Chevensia, 
artist, in smock and cap on beach at 
Ontario Beach Park Labor Day to 
sketch bathing beauties and plug the 
show on each drawing. With more 
than 50,000 in the park for the holi- 
day, he attracted plenty of attention, 

In addition opening day Friday 
the artist set up his anpurat's on 
downtown street, collected a crowd, 


sketched a pluy for the cnow, then 
moved on to gaiher a new crowd 
Presence of Hel: 12 Javon, Ro- 
chester girl, in the filn chorus 
crashed the nowspapers. Radio 
transcriptions, tieup with Kresges 


with passes for lueky nu vbars, 10,000 
heralds, bus cards and teleycam in- 


| serts rounded out the campaiga. 


-d by Robert Lord: divacic! by S'on- 
es 


; under tieups. 


LOEW'S STATE, NY. ALL 
SET ON (73 1778 ANAL 


The 


State, 


17th anniversary of Loew's 
N. Y., the most consistent 
showshop in America 7s t> mainte- 
nance of policy 23 well 23 @rass, will 
be celebrated the week betianing 
Sept. 23, with moaay socecal ex- 
nloitational and other features come 
mcemoratine the event. Por that 
weels houcc has ‘Votucs’ and a vaude 
bill, including Enrie Moder itucra’s 
orches:ra, Bert Frahman, Lov Par- 


kev and Cy». and Carr Bros. and 
Beity. 

State, one of the steadisst money- 
makers in the counivy, with onty a 


handiul of losing wee'%s a* 
its 17 years of onera ion, 
deviated from iis 


rimgt it ba 
has never 
ion vaud- 


c2my.n2 


film policy, and {rsx ‘ily has 
rocsed double the amount of its 
nut. House hts ro pr9.2r ax<zinst it, 
bring one of several tae ; in the 
Locw chain that aro i . j ) morl- 
ayes Or OLner incucry) Last 


in Aw I . to2 hoee 


came within 55) of court ne the all- 


time record of th hou 941,500, 
held by Rudy Vallee anl ‘Lipeled 
Lacy’ (MG), scared last Vean'tssive 
ing woex Show con ‘4d of ‘Cape 
tains Courateous’ ()1G) | Horvest 
yon ball win: ! ‘d Sullivan. 
Stave bill is bain’ h | over this 
xk, ‘Stella Doll b b»oked 

for ti ? 
In connection with the 17th birth- 
iny \ therire j p! na’ a 12. 


at cate, a piece of which will be 
) nied to evory customer that 
: contain 
“ior both mea 
these being obtained 


Soni2 wistoe well 


mind) women 





br ed 
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WS cc we *271,400 


ke every Sunday record for both attendance and cash that the 
atre has ever enjoyed. 


4 0 ee ee 22 109 


D largest day’s receipts that the theatre ever had where it did 
Include a midnight show. 


. . way Over 125 000 
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PHILLY WAKES UP; STATIONS BATTLING 


ALMOST DAILY FOR EXCLUSIVE STUNTS 





AL Peo et Cm ae + 


Showmanship Arrives by Way of Special Event 
Broadcasting—WFIL Started It, but WCAU and) 
WIP Now In on It ‘7 | 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 


Petersen Joins Van C. 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 
H. Petersen, formerly sales 





M. 


Van Cronkhite Associates 
ately in charge ef all sales and the 


Making It Easy 


Something’s happened in Philly WMCA Bildg., on the top floor official sales contact. Petersen be- 
radio of which Major Bowes main- | comes a substantial stockholder in 
Until six months ago as sleepy as tains his offices. always has a the orgartization and rates as v.p 
most other parts of the once ‘Sleepy special elevator on hand for | He will handle sales management 
City, there’s been an awakening Bowes’ personal and exclusive || 0f Van Cronkhite news counsel serv- 
Eyes have been opened to showman- use. No one else ever rides the j/ ice and also fereign language station 

ship and what it means. Now there’s ear but the Major, save those ! representation. 

a sudden splurge in that direction, accompanying him. Sl Sadak cise alae 

which is looked on all around as This week some of the cle- i \. | T Off th 

one of the healthiest symptoms in vators in the building are un- Wia y2 9 urn H 

Philly radio in years. , dergoing repairs and the bs . G | 
Revival—actually it is more of a Bowes’ special has been put Radio, That enera 

birth than a_revival—has_ been : 


: ‘ into general use. Consequently, 
marked by recent attention paid to 


Butler’s Around Again 











manager of Hearst Radio, is joining | 
immedi- | 


Dailies Nix Ads on Anti-Radio Book 





Radio found an unexpected ally in newspaper row last week when 
at least three major N. Y. dailies turned down ads on a book, ‘Pois — 
Potions and Profits, due to be published Friday (10). Book, written 
by Peter Morell, is subtitled “An Antidote to Radio Advertising’ and 
undertakes to take advertisers to task for their ‘misleading’ and al- 
legedly false radio sales talk. 

N. Y. Herald Tribune, N. Y. Times and World-Telegram all nixed 
copy on the book on the grounds that the advertisers involved are len 
newspaper advertisers and might be offended. Although it was a 
chance to get back at radio, the dailies figured it might hurt in the 
leng run. In this they were profiting somewhat from experience, 
going back to publication of *100,000,000 Guinea Pigs,’ a book of the 
same nature, published several years ago, taking advertisers in sen. 
eral to task. Dailies at that time aecepted ads, although watching 
copy caretully and censoring a good deal te avoid actual 


the 
mention of 
Even so, it caused them a lot of inconvenience 


names in the ads. and 
this time they want to stay clear. 

‘Poisons. Potions and Profits’ doesn’t mince any words oi names, 
going into actual sales copy used over the air and into laboratory 


Thus, many names in radio are taken to task 
listeners which allegedly don’t stand up to 
facts, as spieled. Book partially forgives those performers wh ) re- 
strict themselves to doing their singing, or clowning, but takes to 
task the names who enter ints the sales gab, thus lending their weight 
as authorities to what is allegedly either highly-exaggerated or mis- 
represented goods. Also takes the chains, NBC and CBS, as well as 
indie stations, to task for okaying much that isn’t so, pointing out that 
the large chains especially make a pretense of censoring medical 
chatter which doesn’t hold water. But, claims the book, a great deal, 
nevertheless, goes out in okayed form which shouldn't. 

Number of radio flossy sates announcements are reprinted verbatim 
and taken apart, announcers a sort of special bete noire As 
in earlier books of this type, no punches are pulled on actual names 


reports on the products. 
for selling products to 


being 


of persons or products. 


Peace in the (fing? 














ae one See 


2 seep encinielal 


snl i ep CN AA 





erm epee mvote 


“eA Lacey 


special events. There is a realiza- = exeei sa ASA me Up- 

tion that these give listeners a carton fer sat oe ne aa 

chante from potatoes every day ~ an te ha apes. ggg bbe Buialo, Sept. 7. 
and build up interest in local kilo- al al in pe Regt as alias Rowen When Brig. Gen. Smediey D 
cyclers. And with the specials has “ a od % athe 5. | Butler came to town last week foi 
come an amusing ‘Battle of Exclu- eniers the building, all — apne the Veterans of Foreign Wars con- 
sives,, which bevan with WCAU’s signaled and ne Ga ease pen vention he was interviewed, o! 
three days-of sole rights in the - ats omits oe aye er course. , 
Mayor's office during the general — sé ane oe on m his mens Radio commentators qu ted him 
truck strike a month ago. Battle and exclusive disposal. that evening, carefully avoiding hi 
went into two more rounds during a bag tye Jack apeacor “ 
the past week, in which WCAU e ye C cee be name sim age 
twice teok it on the button from jalZ iS » aus ne: mubiieakt Gah iin ware 
WIP. i ‘modified’ quotes. 


Credit for the renaissance: belongs 
in twe places. It was started among 
the etherizers by WFIL, which, 
under g.m. Don Withycomb, is bat- 


tling desperately for added prestige | 
the sun. It | 
From | 


and a better place in 
began digging up. the specials. 
next Friday (10) to the following 
Friday, which will be known 
Constitution Week here, it will air 
16 special events. Twenty-three 
pick-up points will be 
which will entail employment of two 
mobile units, six gabbers and nine 
panelmen. 
Parade Starts 


WIP, eyeing WFIL as its nearest 
rival, immediately stepped 
special picture. 
izing that the mere weight of its 50,- 
000 watts alone wasn’t enovgh 
maintain local prestige and popu- 
larity, jumped in. Station, . which 
had become a mere sausage factory, 
grinding out aational programs, 
made a few attempts at showman- 
shin and began hunting up exclu- 
sives. 

Most “recent flare-ups in the 
*“B:-tile of Exclus'ves’ have gone 
badly for WCAU. Started last Wed- 
nesday with airing of the finals in 
the Variety Club’s contest for selec- 
tion of Miss Philadelphia. WIP long 
at) made plans to carry the pulchi- 
tude exhibition. WCAU, day before 
it was to come off, decided to get on 
the bandwaon. Ken Stowman, 
so2cial eventer, went to George 
Deer, Variety Ciud p.a., who told 
Siowman that it was 
prodmisced to WIP. 
o¢ 


wore strung into the ba'lrzom 
the Bollevu2-Stratiord, anyway. 

First inklint WIP got of all this 
wes from radio programs in the 
dvilics. Jimmy Alton, WIP protram 
di-otior, hit tha dock. He got on 
D252-"s ear and WCAU called the 
wiiotle thing off. 

Next round. Catholics here are 
to ho'd a hue fizld m2ss next Sun- 
d>y in the Muny stziium. Fathex 


ticrerd Kelly planned to ask all sta- 
tioes to carry it. He hit WCAU firs. 
were Stowmean and Sian Lee Broza, 


prowram director, slid him on the 
id-.1 of givin it to thon alore. 

Wien Allon letr-ed this, he 
p’ ‘d the Cordin I's office. There 
it was dec’ ded t:at Father Kelly had | 
e -cooded his-riw. s and WI? was in- 
i nzd it coud carry tae mss. 
\ ‘ouron WCAU raturrgd to 
F Kelly his Je‘t:er granting 
tem the exclus ve. They informed 
him they thus relecsed him from all 
o>dii‘ation, but if 4/fP took-the moss 
they wouldn't. Waiich sui‘ed Allen 
fir 

Yotlowing WCAU’s exclusive on 
ts truck stri’se, which entondercd 


plzn‘y of hard feelin, especi: 
WIL, Mayor edictcd n) mores n¢@le- 


sta\‘on rights in events in which he 
is involved. WCAU, hawever, pulled 
q fastie on the dod cation by Hiz-| 
zoner of Franklin Parkway later 
th's week. Cerem-n’es take plcce in 
the Feanklin Irsti.v.e, woore WCAU | 
h lone hed an exciusive-ri_h 

ep et It is sianding on this con- 
tract to keep o.°er culets away 

from the dedication. 





as | 


utilized, | 


into the | 
Then, WCAU, real- | 


to | 


| weekly, 


already | 
But WCAU lines 
| lar arrangement. Ticket problem has 


Ite Charity Tax 
Gn KEWB Pucats 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Moverent to slap a 10c¢ charity 
tax on all broadcast tickets has been 
initiated by Harry Maizlish, KFWB 
manager. First show to have a ‘paid’ 
audience will be Haven -MacQuar- | 
rie’s ‘Do You Want to Be an Actor’ 
program Friday night. Several spon- 
sors using the station’s time are re- 
ported in favor of the move, the first 


likely to be L. A. Soap company’s | 
Gus 


Edwards’ ‘School Days of the | 
Air.’ 

Full proceeds of the tax would go 
to a fund to provide warm break- 
fasts for school children of indigent | 
families. It is figured that around | 
15,000 attend the local broadcasts | 
which would account for | 
$1,500 contribution to the fund. 

Maizlish declares that by taxing | 
the audiences it would not only per- | 
form a charitable act but also weed | 
out those who make a habit of catch- 
ing all shows and setting themselves | 
up as critics rather than appre-| 
ciative auditors. He believes it) 
would bring to airshows a better 


| type of audience. 


Other L. A. stations are watching | 
the Maizlish experiment and if suc- 
cessful would likely institute a simi- 


been a knotty one with studio at- 
taches and the tax angle is pointed 


out as a partial solution. 


POOR, POOR POLITICOS 
ET A BREAK AT LAST 


WHN. N. Y., has started a weekly 


(Monday night) show on which) 
Sryce Oliver interviews candidates 
|} running for office in the coming 
N. Y. election. 


Candidates 


| phone had been 


| esting; 5, 





get the opportunity to 


plug themselves on time bought by | 
someone else. Parmelee taxicabs | 
yonsors, with program carded to} 
itn until election. Mayoralty can- | 
lidaies, as well as lesser office- | 
ei s, will be marched up to the 
mile. 

Wide World Advertising placed 
the account. 


Almonte Moves Up 


NBC abolishing one of its exec 
pos .s—evening general manager. 
Juan de Jara Almonte, who has been | 
in th Dot, now upped to assist- 
int to pres'dent Lenox Lohr. Burke 
(‘Skeets’) Miller, night program} 
manaszer at NBC, will be the boss 
now during the dark hours. 

Job of evening general manager | 
cons sted chiefly of greeiing and] 
handling important guests. 


In his n 


ambition 
‘w job, Almonte will rep | film secenarioing. 


But the next day. Butler, himself. 
giving an address at the Broadway 
auditorium, where a WKBW 
installed. cut 
with all the ‘hells, ‘damns’ 
etc2teras that are customary in 
talks, and it all went on the air. 

‘What could we do about it?’ asked 
an WKBW official. 


micro- 
loose 
and 
his 


Gov. Hoffman of N. J.. also a VFW 
speaker, got by on the air with 
couple of slightly tinged stories. 





‘HAWKES TO COAST FOR 


HELEN GAHAGAN SHOW 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Kirby Hawkes, radio chief of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 


here, flipped to the Coast last week | 


to supervise recordings of the new 
General Mills dramatic show. which 
will headline Helen Gahagan: 

Tagged ‘Love for a Day,’ it will be 
a daily scripter, and will start its 
spot test campaign on WTMJ, Mil- 
waukee, on Sept. 27. 


WE SHOULD TALK! 


Those Mike-Boys Are Stumbling 
Plenty Over Various Words 


Since the Federal Office of Edu- 
cation recently out of 





released 
Washington the dozen most mispro- 
nounced words, radio announcers all 


around the country are going balmy- 


from taking tests. 
Stations managers get their paws 
on the list, have resort to their Web- 


| ster’s and then turn the heat of in- 


terrogation on their mikemen. Boys 


| who like to believe their pronounci- | 


ations are flawless then get the sur- 
prises of their lives. Words look like 
pushovers, but as it has been turn- 


ing out, the announcers are the 
oushovers. 
Most mispronounced words are, 


accordings to the findings of the Of- 
fice of Education: 
1, on: 2, again: 3, toward: 4, inter- 
9, accept; 6, address: 7, pre- 
ferable; 8, drowned; 9, perform: 10, 
automobile; 11, attacked; 12, demon- 
strative. 


Yoder Up in Frisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 7. 
Yoder manager 





Lloyd E. 


became 


|of KPO and KGO, National Broad- 
casting Co. stations here, Sept. 1. 
| For the time being, Yoder also will 
continue to supervise the activities 
of the web's western press division, 
which he has headed for more than 


nine year KPO-KGO managerial 
post is newly created. 

Prior to joining the NBC staff in 
San Francisco as an announcer in 
1927, Yoder was studio manager of 
WCAE, NBC outlet in Pittsburgh, | 
| Pa. 


Arthur Q. Bryan has resigned from 
KFWB, Hollywood, to fulfill an early 
by devoting full time to 
He started as 


NBC at events Lohr cannot attend.! ber and seripter at WIP, Philly. 


department of 


vab- | 


WHN and WMCA, Heated Rivals, Set for Same 


Program on Hookup 





‘REBEL YELL’ ON AIR 
WBT Digging Up A. K.’s Who Re- 
member How to Do It 

Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 7. 

Much has been written and told 
of the Confederate ‘rebel yell.” Now 
WBT is going to give the world a 
chance to hear what the genuine 
‘rebel yell,’ suppesed te have chilled 
the hearts of Yankee troops when 
surprise raids came in the middle 
of the night, sounds like. 

Five remaining Confederate vet- 
erans in Mecklenburg county have 
agreed to go on the air over WBT 
ind present the yell in all its pris- 
tine purity. A 90-year-old Confed- 
erate belle will play the piano on 
the same program. 


o { 

United Daughters of the Confed- | 
eracy are giving wide publicity to} 
preliminary | 


the program as a 
build-up. 


TAMED (?) FR. COUGHLIN 


PROGRAM ALMOST SET 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 
Station setup for Father Charles 
E. Coughlin’s return to the air this 
fall is nearing completion, 
is expected that at least 50 stations 
will be included on the indie hook- 


up. Although it’s not definitely set, 
it is believed that WJR will again 
be the local outlet for the series 


of Sunday preachings. 

Fr. Coughlin, who's now in Eng- 
land for a rest, will return from 
abroad in time to open the series on 
Sunday, Oct, 31. 


Expected opposition to Fr. Cough- ‘| 


lin’s talks from Detroit’s new Arch- 
bishop Edward Mooney. successor of 
the late Bishop Michael J. 
lagher, who launched the priest on 


the ether and backed him to the hilt | 
has ; 
under- | 


when he got into hot water. 
not developed vet, but it’s 
stood here that the priest's talks this 
fall will not be as 
heretofore. Archbishop 
of Rochester, N. Y.. has 
long been a mouthpiece of Pope Pius 


controversial 


formerly 


ind it’s felt he himself will voice 
he y ; 7 

he ) opinions of the church. 
vhich would temper Fr. C rughIin’s 


preachings considerably, 


° 

Stovin Upped 
Sept. 7. 
Western Re- 
programs for the 
Broadcasting Corp., has 
the station relations 
the government body. 
Leit the Winnipeg office this week. 

Replacing him is Diek Claringbull, 
recent importation to the Winnipeg 
office as production manager. 


Winnipeg, 

Horace N. Sto 
gional director of 
Canadian 


been 


in, 


upped to 


and it | 


| 25 when 


Gal- | 


New York’s two heated rivals. 
WHN and WMCA, are both carrying 
ihe live ‘Voice of Experience’ (Sayle 
Taylor) program which starts over 
the WLW- line Menday (13) over a 
spread of 25 stations. Lydia Pink- 
ham is sponsoring. 

WMCA is taking the five-a-weeker 
daytime quarter-hour, voluntarily 
eased the feuding situation which 
has been existing between the two 
broadcasters. Program will not be 
taken from WHN, station linked to 
the WLW-Line, by WMCA Instead 
the latter will pick up its wire from 
A. T. & T.’s downtown office. That 
circumvents WMCA having to have 


} a hookup with WHN. 


Both stations maintain strict rules 
igainst linking up on programs of 
any sort, with their ‘policies’ cred- 
ited to their feud of some years” 
standing. Until WMCA took the 
Pinkham commercial, it had been 
turning down biz which had any 
WHN angle, and the Loew-owned 
station has done likewise. 

In the trade, WMCA’s sudden 
switch is believed to have been 
orempted by the size of the Pink- 
ham program, and the opportunity 
ithe deal presented for WMCA to get 
in on an angle of the WLW-Line, 
which till now has been WHN'’s ex- 
clusive preserve in the New York 
area. 





DON LEE ADDS 
\4 ON COAST 


fod 


Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 

Don Lee network’s complement of 

coast stations will be expanded to 
the chain takes on 14 af- 
Washington and Oregon 

Sept. 26. Deals for the new trans- 
mitters were recently closed by 
Lewis Allen Weiss, general manager 
for the Lee web. New lineup gives 


filiates in 


| Mutual a complete border-to-border 
as | 
Mooney, | 


coverage along the west coast. 

Towns joining up are: Washing- 
ton-Tacoma, Yakima. Wenatchee, 
Bellingham, Aberdeen, Seattle, Spo- 
kane and Olympia. Oregon-Port- 
land. Salem, Eugene. Klamath Falls, 
Roseburg and Eureka. 

Identity of the 
been disclosed, as 
ire being considered. 


has not 


alternate 


stations 
several 


Treason? 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Publicity on the new Irna Phillips 
serial will be handled by Ruth Brey- 
ton Betts for NBC. 
She's the Fred H. Weber. 


wife of 


' Mutuals v.p. and gen. mer. 
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Three Nets May Bunch Studios 
Fnd-On-End Along Sunset Blvd. 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Anomalous bunching of major net- 
work studios, in which the three will 
virtually lay up against each other, 
was in prospect last week when a 
deal was initiated for the Don Lee- 
Mutual network to take over the 
site sandwiched in between National 
Broadcasting and Columbia’s new 
locations on Sunset boulevard. 


Lewis Allen Weiss, general man- 
ager for the Lee coast web, inti- 
mated after conferences with Don 
Gilman of NBC that if the deal for 
the Lee crowd to move into the NBC 
quarters on Melrose avenue, which 
will be vacated around first of the 
year, fails of culmination, the Mu- 
tual mob here is ready to negotiate 
for a new Hollywood setup. Agents 
for the Times-Mirror Co., which re- 
cently purchase the site from -Para- 
mount, are said ready to deal with 
the Lee outfit and several finance 
crews are hanging around ready to 
talk turkey on a new plant. Weiss 
is partial to the Sunset site. 

It’s now considered certain that | 
NBC will pitch its new building and 
studios at the Sunset-Vine corner. 
All the bugs have been ironed out 
and the papers are expected to be 
signed within a fortnight. Gilman | 
hinted that ground-breaking is poe 
than a month off. Columbia’s new | 
plant is progressing on schedule and 
likely to be ready for occupancy | 
around Dec. 1. 

Three major network studios, ed, 
on end, will present an intrigwing | 
sight to radioites on the Coast, but 
Hollywood does things like that. 


ROYAL ATTENDS RADIO 
CONVENTION IN VIENNA 


Vienna, Aug. 27. 

Sixty delegates of 13 countries 
have arrived here as guests of the 
Austrian State Radio Corp. 

NBC is represented by John Royal. 
Frederic Bate is in from London and 
Max Jordan from Basle. Isa Benzie 
came from London. Dr. von Boeck- 
mann, Germany, is also among the 
guests. 

All witnessed a ‘Meistersinger’ and 
‘Faust’ production in Salzburg and 
then started a tour through the 
country. 

















John Royal, NBC program chief, 
and John Karol, CBS’ director of 
market research, are slated to talk 
about radio to a convention of the 
Life Advertisers Ass'n at Point 
Comfort, Va., Sept. 20. Royal cabled | 
over his acceptance from Europe. 

Association is composed of adver- 
tising managers of life insurance 
companies. 





Ga. Radio Commission 
Named by Gov. Rivers 





Atlanta, Sept. 7. 

Gov. E. D. Rivers last week named 
Charles S. Reid as the public’s third 
rep on the newly created Georgia 
Radio Commission and the group 
held its first formal meeting Friday 
(3). Commission was created to take 
over the state-owned WGST, now 
operated under lease by Southern | 
Broadcasting Co. Other members of | 
the commission are L. W. (‘Chip’) 
Robert, Clark Howell, Jr., publisher 
of the Atlanta Constitution, whose 
late father gave the station to 
Georgia Tech. 

Gov. Rivers, who engineered legis- 
lation creating the commission at the 
last ‘session of the legislature, has 
been named temporary chairman and 
said that contractual relations be- | 
tween the station and its clients | 
‘would not be disturbed’ when the | 
state formally takes over operation. | 
No date was named when the com- | 
mission does take over. 

Commission expects to hold con- | 
ference with FCC for the purpose | 
of outlining its aims and proposed 
Plans for operation of the station. 














What Can They Say? |! 





Seattle, Sept. 7. 
Claiming he gets more music 
out of his men by making them 
stand, with the exception of the 
traps, Don Ishman and his Tune- 
smiths face the mike erect at 
ali KOL airings. Ishman claims | 
that hitting the pavements for | 
miles educated him to give 
more in wind and he feels that || 
too much relaxation does not 
help his boys. 
The musickers say nothing. 











| mercial 


| broadcasting indicates that the ob- 


SPONSOR YENS 


TELEVISING A 
COMM'L SHOW 


Arrival of television on a com- 
basis was given impetus 
last week when it was reported that 
one of the largest U. S. industrial | 
companies was definitely committed 
in favor of a television program. 
Understood that it is the same com- 
pany which repeatedly has turned 
thumbs down on radio programs 
and never has gone in for air ad- 
vertising. Importance of the com- 
mittal is enhanced by the fact that 
at least two other companies prob- 
ably will follow suit because of in- 
terlocking directorate, 


In addition, another large manu- 
facturing g:oup has indicated a yen 
for the sight-sound broadcasting and 
is reported to be avidly following 
the test programs of Radio Corpora- 
tion. 

These companies, potential spon- 
sors, have indicated no preference 
for any particular system of tele- 
vision, either RCA, Farnsworth, 
Columbia’s or other methods. All 
they seek is assurance of coverage 
even if only on a scale that hits 
population in an area of 35 miles, 
such a® in and about N. Y. City. 
But their appropriation doubtlessly 
would be increased if television 
broadcasts could be promised over a 
network. 


Initial television for commercial 
sponsors is expected to be confined 
to local broadcasts not extending 
more than 35 to 50 miles unless 


—+ 


| ations. 








GLED NERVE 








THREE WEB TIES 





Withycomb Took On Mu-| 
tual, WLW Line and NBC 
—None of Them Satisfied 
—And a Battle on Newark 


PLUS HIS OWN IDEAS 





Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 
Odd situation in the current Philly 
network alignments has WIP set to 


carry one Mutual _ show. :-.i2 
Hecker Cereal program, Myra | 
Kingsley, astrologist, from 11:45 to | 


12 noon, Mondays through Fridays. | 
| WFIL is the Mutual outlet 
| WIP’s only web is Inter-city. 

Don Withycomb, WFIL g.m., says | 
that he could have cleared the time. 
| However, he explained, isasmuch as | 
WFIL’s basic net is NBC blue, they | 
} 

| 

| 


here. | 


would have the right to the time | 
whenever they chose on 28 days’ no- 
tice. 


Sponsor refused to accept such | 
a tentative deal. 

Whole thing brings on much'| 
| speculation concerning the situation 
WFIL finds itself in by trying to | 
maintain three major network affili- 
Outlet, in addition to NBC | 
blue and Mutual, recently tied up | 
with the WLW Line, agented by 
Transamerican. 
No One Satisfied 


None of the webs, it is understood, 
is fully satisfied with the set-up. | 


Mutual is particularly unhappy at | 
the shoving around it takes to make 


way for commercials of other webs. | 


| Fred Weber has frequently politely | 
but firmly indicated to Withycomb | 
his dissatisfaction. He was particu- | 
larly incensed when WFIL took on | 
the WLW tie-up. | 

It is believed Weber might be in- | 
terested in getting out of WFIL en- 
tirely in order to toss his biz to WIP. 
Latter outlet, with no national pres- 
tige whatsoever, on the other hand, 
would be delighted to have Mutual. 
Set-up is complicated more, how- 
ever, by exclusive contract’ which 
WIP has with Inter-city. This runs 
until the end of 1938. If the possi- 
bility of getting Mutual actually 
arises it is reported that WIP might 
be willing to accept and fight the 
Inter-city pact in court. 

Another point that leaves WFIL 
and MBS minus some of the broth- 
erly love spirit is the fact that Mu- 
tual and WOR maintain separate | 
sales staffs. This means that while 
Mutual is trying to sell a sponsor 





some means of ‘bending the wave’ 
is devised. The only other way of | 
televizing a greater distance would | 
have to be via co-axial cable, now | 
deemed too costly. 


Though regular and routine sight- | 
sound broadcasts are rated currently | 
as being suited only for 35 to 50) 
miles, television programs from 
London have been caught in South 
Africa. But engineering experts 
claim that this was unusual and 
presumably due to sun spots. They 
also assert that this probably would 
not be possible again in 10 or 11 
years. 

Despite the work yet to be done, 
the purported interest of several 
large industries in sight-sound 





| stacle of cost to sponsors probably | 


will be surmounted easily once tele- | 
vision is ready for the public. 





Okla. State Hookups 


Ponca City, Okla., Sept. 7. 
Gov. E. W. Marland has announced 
a series of radio talks, beginning 
Oct. 1, over the eight-station Okla- 
homa network. Although consid- 


ered a likely candidate in the U. S. | 
Senate race, Marland said he would | 


‘not discuss _ politics.’ Broadcast 
will emanate from the state capitol. 

Network include KTOK, Okla- 
homa City, and stations at Shawnee, 
Enid, Ardmore, Muskogee, Ada, Elk 
City and Ponca City. 


| the lot. 


Gov. Marland Sets | 


on WFIL the guy from WOR is sell- 
ing Philly as a city in the primary 
coverage area of his station, which 
it is. 





NBC’s Viewpoint 

Although National Broadcasting is | 
less 
certain amount of hard feeling has | 
arisen because of NBC’s belief that | 
it was WFIL’s first net and as a re- 
sult made it what it is today. Addi- 
tion of two other webs is looked on 
as ingratitude. It leaves  prac- 
tically no time for blue net sustain- 
ings and the consequent build-up of 
NEC artists. 

On the other hand, at the time of | 
the pacting with NBC, the company 
promised WFIL it would erect a di- 
rectional antenna which would keep 
it coming into Philly as strong as 
any of the local kilowatters. This 
antenna has never been built. 

WLW Line is least perturbed of | 
Still young, it feels it must 
take what it can get and be happy. | 

In addition to others, Withycomb | 
is trying to build up the Quaker | 
| State network, a regional of which 
| WFIL is the key. Originally started | 
| with 16 stations as outlets for po- | 

litical campaign gab, Withycomb is | 
|trying now to sell them for straight | 
| commercials. | 


McMurtrie with MCA 


Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 


discontented than Mutual, a/| 





| 
} 





Burt McMurtrie is radio repping | 


| Music Corp. of America along the 
Coast. 
| He’s w.k. in radio circles here. 


i} among others, 


vv 


Ad Agency Men Enter Discussions On 
PAISING MIXIIPS ‘Musician Employment: Questionnaire 





Must Be the Climate 


Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 

Now it’s Tommy Lee, head of 
the Coast network, who’s been 
nipped by the songwriting bug. 
With J. C. Lewis, KHJ producer, 
he has turned out ‘It Must Be 
You.’ 

Last radio exec to sortie into 
cleffing was Earle C. Anthony, 
KFI-KECA, who did an Hawai- 
ian ditty. 











HAGEDORNIN 


MERGE WITH 
WILSON 


Two station 
dorn of New 
Wilson of 


Horace Hage- 
and Howard H. 
have merged 


reps, 
York 
Chicago, 


| their businesses. Together they will 


have a total of 20 stations, chiefly 
through the mid and southwest. 


Hagedorn will handle the N, Y. 
'end in dealing with agencies, and 
Wilson the Chicago end. On all 


business gotten by Hagedorn for sta- 
tions originally repped by Wilson, 
Hagedorn will get 5%, one-third of 
the total standard commission. Ar- 
rangement will work in reverse on 
business brought in by Wilson for 


| original Hagedorn broadcasters. 


New and larger N. Y. offices are 
to be taken, and Wilson will kick 
in with some expense underwriting 
of their upkeep. WMEC, Detroit, 
handied till now by Hagedorn, will 
be dropped, since the pair have 
pacted with WJBK, another Motor 
City station. At present a drive for 
more eastern representation is being 
made. 

Hagedorn is the third tie-up Wil- 
son has made. His firm was orig- 
inally Wilson, Dalton and Robert- 
son. Tommy Dalton, wealthy heir 
to a hunk of the Peet (Colgate- 
Palmolive) fortune, was the first to 
pull out, leaving radio biz altogether. 
Graham Robertson recently quit to 
devote himself to real estate in the 
east. 


Cohan as Chesterfield 
Producer, Vice Ommerle 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Harry Ommerle on 
of the Chesterfield 








Successor to 
the production 


| program on the Coast will be Phil 
; Cohan, in charge of light music for 


Columbia in New York. He takes 
over the reins Oct. 1. 

Ommerle will pass several weeks 
in the northwest before reporting 
to the William Morris office in New 
York, where he will handle the 
agency's talent for radio. 


L. B. Wilson (Horse, 
Not the Exec) Quits 


Cincinnati, Sept. 7. 
the radio lads, 
or lose on the 





will 
win 


No more 


|race horse named after L. B. Wil- 


son, chief of WCKY. 

Nag’s turf career ended Saturday 
(4) when its trainer, P. E. Fitzger- 
ald, announced that henceforth L. B. 
Wilson, the horse, will be used for 
saddle purposes only. 


Meet Prof. Wylie 


Max Wylie, script and continuity 





director at CBS, will conduct a 15- 
| week course in writing for radio at 
| New York U. this autumn. 


Former conductor in 


‘on -the 
| Sept. 23. 


professorial podium 


English | 
classes in college, Wylie will step up| speaking to singing for radio. Makes 
on | her debut on a sustaining series over 


American Association of Advertis- 
ing Agencies has stepped into the 
musicians’ employment situation by 
asking member agencies to furnish it 
with information on how much they 
spent on radio music the first six 
months of 19357 and also the num- 
ber of musicians involved in such 
engagements. Questionnaire also 
seeks info on whether the musi- 
cians were engaged direct or through 
network, station or other sources. 

Agencies are to treat each broad- 
cast separately in enumerating the 
musicians employed. If the same 
men are used on a rebroadcast, theirs 
is to be considered a second engage- 
ment; so that if 12 men used 





are 


| twice the same evening on one pro- 
| gram the answer carried on the ques- 
tion is to be 24 men. 

Other info requested in the Four 
A’s quizz is the amount of money 
spent by each agency for music in 
1933 which, together with 1934, rates 
as the depression period of commer- 
cial broadcasting. 

Indications are that the Four A’s 
will be represented when the execu- 
tive board of the American Fed. of 
Musicians meets with emissaries 
from broadcasting tomorrow (Thurs- 
|day). Sept. 16 is the deadline set by 
| the board for an answer to the 
AFM’s request that more musicians 
be employed in broadcasting, and it 
is on this date that the Interna- 
tional’s executive board will recon- 
vene on the issue. F 

AFM board, thus far, has refusea 
to recognize the advertising agen- 
cies as interested parties in the in- 
ternational union’s quest. AFM’s of- 
ficials have held that the problem 
should be discussed only with em- 
ployers of musicians and that an ad- 
vertising agency serves merely as a 
go-between, like any other booking 
agent. 





EUREKA! AD BLURBS 
BEING TURNED DOWN 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 

Recent controversy over Wheaties’ 
‘excessive’ blurbs on airings of De- 
troit Tigers baseball games, which 
has embroiled stations, client, news- 
papers and listeners, figures to ef- 
fect a radical change in spieling here 
in the future. 

Although the battle has simmered 
down considerably since editors of 
two local sheets carried on a hot 
feud over General Mills’ plugs, it’s 
brought about a rude awakening to 
the sponsors, ad agencies and sta- 
tions, j 

Most of the agency men and 
clients contacted have expressed 
themselves as frankly alarmed over 
the situation, declaring they never 
before had realized listeners’ danger- 
ous reaction to the blurb system. 
Doing a big job for clients has been 
their chief concern heretofore, ac- 
count men say, with the result 
they'd entirely lost sight of listeners’ 
higher intelligence. 

Already the idea has gotten across 
to several new sponsors of shows 
over local stations, and programs 
which have hit the air in the past 
couple of weeks have a noticeable 
pruning of commercials. Even 
Wheaties, which divides sponsorship 
of baseball games with White Star 
Refining over WWJ and WXYZ’s 
state web, has pruned blurbs some- 
what since the controversy exploded. 
While blurbing is being cut, local 
| station execs are sitting on an easier 
|seat. Pressed for biz, for long time 
| now they’ve had to sit back and h' 
sponsors do almost anything they 
wanted in the way of commercials, 
Now, however, with listeners re- 
volting, it’s going to be a lot easier 
to talk clients off excess blurbage. 








Baclanova Warbling 





Olga Baclanova, film and legit 
player, has been signed by WOR 
Artists’ Bureau. 

Actress has turned from linee 


‘Mutual commencing next week. 
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WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Batten. Barton, Durstein & Osborne) 


. After a generation of ‘Advice to 
the Lovelorn’ in newspapers, Bea- 
trice Fairfax (Marie Manning) has 
taken off via the kilocycles for 
Hecker Products (Gold Dust, Silver 
Dust). Session is hardly a treat for 
the sophisticated, but pointers on 
domestic troubles seem to be meat 
for the masses — who presumably 
comprise the Gold Dust market. On 
that basis, Miss Fairfax should do. 
But program needs polish. 

Motif is somewhat in the style of 
the newspaper column. Perplexed 
ladies and gents pour out their m{tgs- 
eries and the heart-throbber dishes | 
the cure-all. At times the announcer 
simply reads the letter and Miss 
Fairfax answers. In other cases the 
ituation is dramatized. Latter idea | 
7s intended to carry more punch, but 
sounds hokey. Whether too hokey 
is one of those questions the mail re- 
sponse will answer. 

Miss Fairfax’s voice is not too well 
suited to radio. Noticeably hoarse 
and without much’ modulation. 
Speaks deliberately and _ clearly. 
Faults will undoubtedly diminish in 
repeat stanzas. Questions chosen 
for airing occasionally seem sappy, 
but the advice is generally okay. 
Hubby. with a lazy, jealous wife got 
no suggestions at all, but the frau 
took a beating. Another spouse who 
wanted to know how to ditch his| 
wife was told off plenty. Spiels are 
concise. 

Program carries a gift offer—free | 
copy of the Beatrice Fairfax Person- 
ality Chart, whatever that is. 

? Hobe. 





MODERN MELODY 

With James McDonald, Four Men of 
Class, Ethel Barrett, Viano Pals 
and Randall's Orchestra 

39 Mins. 

Saturday, 7 P.M. 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


‘ Music in the popular vein filters | 
through on this program, WGY'’s| 


biggest from viewpoint of artists’s 
roster and perhaps the best from the 
angle of entertainment of its type. 
With a few changes. Modern Mel- 
ody would be’a good bet for spon-| 
sorship. The talent is there, but it| 
gould be integrated better. At 
present, feature is strung out too 
much in. specialty fashion, with 
lengthy number announcements by 
mikeman. 
. However, the music is smoothing, 
particularly when McDonald and 
quartet swing into action. McDonald 
baritones current numbers’ very 
pleasantly. Men of Class hum a 
soothing accompaniment, and _har- 
mony. on their own, competently. 
Combination are standouts. 
Miss Barrett pops well if not bril- 
liantly. Might be well to have the 
quartet, and its soloist, work more 
with her. The Piano Pals (Monica 
Leonard and Dorothy Sherman) 
stroke the ivories acceptably. Ran- 
dall’s unit plays ‘well on accompani- 
ments and solo spots. The Satur- 
day seven p.m. slot, in the summer- 
time, is hardly one on which a turn 
like Modern Melody will enjoy a 
large listening audience. Jaco. 


AUNT JEMIMA ON THE AIR 
With Sammy Williams, Hariette Wid-- 
mer, Roy Brower, Forrest Lewis, 

Van McCune, Noble Cain Chorus 
Variety 
15 Mins.—NBC 
AUNT JEMIMA PANCAKE FLOUR | 
Daily, except Sun., Mon., 8:45 a. m. | 

CDST 
WMAQ, Chicas 
, (Lord & Thomas) 

As a half-hour idea, maybe once 
or twice a week, the show might} 
have plenty of appeal. As is, it’s a| 
hodge-podge. In it is talent that is) 
notable at least as far as Chicago | 
radio is concerned. Sammy Wil-| 
liams, for example, will have plenty | 
of people getting up early to hear the | 

rogram because of his orchestra. 

is own ivory pounding is at its 
best, and the piano ee the 
bye, is one for which N engi- 
neers deserve a bow. 

Harriette Widmer and Roy Brower 
are also notable. Their Negro char- 
acterizations have helped pull sev- 
‘eral script shows out. Forrest Lewis 
‘and Van McCune form the comedy 
team of Buck and Wheat, which 
name indicates pretty well the kind) 
-of material they’re being given. 

Loop. 








AFRO-AMERICA SPEAKS 

15 Minus.—Local 

‘Saturdays, 3% p. m. 

“WKY, Oklahoma City 

. Here is a sure-fire dilly for man- 
on-the-street broadcasts. The mike, 
‘is taken straight into Oklahoma 
‘City’s Harlem where an all-Negro 
cast. station and amateur, sets about 
-having grand time at the old ques- 
‘tien and answer game. And so does 
‘the audience, for WKY has hit upon 
‘something here that wise boys in 
‘ether burgs will lend an ear to; 
‘it is packed with humor and pienty 
‘of it without any effort on the part 
‘of the inquirer. Attendant humor 
spontaneous. Listeners 
Lots of 


eare has gone into the 


due credit: careful selection of the 


| followed, 


i tral and 


| ripe in humor. 





q’s has a lot to do with it. Fair. 


WNEW, New York 


WNEW is experimenting with an’ 
idea of newsreeling interviews and} 
events coverage. Not entirely a new 
idea, since Pathe reel formerly used 
some of its stuff over the air on dif- 
ferent stations around the country on 
which Pathe could arrange sponsor- 
ship. Reel’s method was to select 
the sound and description of filmed 
coverage which was deemed able to | 
stand on own feet with the celluloid | 





clipped, 
A ‘sneak preview’ was_ given 
WNEW’s idea Friday (3) and) 


proved good enough to warrant fur- 
ther exploration into its possibilities. 
So completely was the film technique | 
it defeated itself at times, | 
and it should be remembered that 
only sheer sound stuff is best. 

In advance of Labor Day weekend, | 
mobile sound equipment and crew 
visited Newark airport, Grand Cen- 
Greyhound bus terminal | 
and made recordings of quick ques-} 
tionings of officials in those trans- 


| 


portation bureaus; the season’s first | 
oyster was greeted at Fulton Mar-| 
ket; the editor of the Chinese, 


Nationalist Daily (N. Y.) was briefly | 
quizzed on the Sino-Japanese fracas; | 
Elizabeth Ambrose, fashions § ad-| 
viser at Saks-Fifth Avenue, was met} 
on the deck of the incoming Nor- 
mandie and asked what she thought} 
Paris trends would be during com-| 
ing year. 

The wallop of the lineup, however, 


was a visit to ‘Faithful Mary,’ one-| 
time ‘archangel’ to Father Divine} 
who has recently severed connec-| 


tions and opened a ‘heaven’ of her | 
own in Harlem. ‘Mary’ was per-| 
mitted to too intensely plug a book 
of her authorship, but otherwise the | 
interview was a pip, and especially 


Production throughout was suave. 
Recordings had been pruned down 
to their maximum meat and effec- 
tiveness before being put on the} 
air, and the explanatory palaver put | 
on at the studio was sharp. 

Perhaps it would be best for the | 
air newsreel to try to confine itself 
to personalities. That would give a 
wide enough field, maintain the aura 
of authentic newsreel coverage and 
yet keep safely within confines of 
radio practicability. Bert. 


THE MELODY MEN 

Vocal and Instrumental 

15 Mins. 

Saturday, 11.45 a.m.—Network 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

New combination, at first filling | 
local spots, is now swinging on the} 
NBC red loop from WGY. Consists | 
of John Sheehan and Edgar Moul-| 
ton, tenors, Fred Morris, baritone, | 
and Stephen Hall, pianist-director. 
Sheehan is a WGY standby, while 
Hall long keyboarded with the} 
Banjoleers on area and web-fed 
shots. Other two are radio new- 
comers, although experienced vocal- 
ists. 

Threesome do a pleasant quarter- 
hour. Improving steadily since the 
debut and likely to continue on the 
upbeat. The harmony is smooth and 
rich, especially in the more melodi- 
ous standard numbers. Effect is not 
so striking in faster-tempoed cur- 
rent tunes. While the boys do not 
fall down on the swingy stuff, it is 
hardly their forte. Hall takes a spot 
for himself, in addition to providing 
the accompaniment. Choice seemed 
best the first time heard. Arrange- 
ments are creditable, for non-metro- 
politan output. 

Melody Men are a little remin- 
iscent of Three Shades of Blue, 
formed when David Buttolph ‘now 
a filmusical arranger) was WGY’s | 
director, and still airing. This is 
particularly true of the humming 
signature, which might be changed. | 
Number announcements should be} 
sheared-too long now. Jaco, 











‘TEXAS RANGERS’ 

With Woody Smith, Texas Rangers 
Quartet and Band 

Musical 

30 Mins.—CBS 

Sustaining 

Sundays, 16 a. m. CDST 

WBBM, Chicago 


DST 
WOR, New York 


(Marschalk & Pratt) 


Men's furnishing emporium will 
get ‘ikely satisfaction from Heatter. 
Commentator’s views jibe with those 
of buyers sought by sponsor. The 
plugs are nicely phrased, and the ap- 
peal to listeners to send young sons 
to Rogers Peet effective. 

It’s the first air adventure for the 
bankroller. Bert. 


SIDEWALK QUESTION BOX 

Lee Kirby 

15 Mins. 

GULF SPRAY 

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 1:30 
p.m, 


| WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 


Lee Kirby’s Sidewalk Question 
Box is not an original idea but has 
new twist. With a harsh cowbell he 


takes a stand on the curb in front} 
lof a downtown Charlotte office | 
| building. With his questions in his 


hand, he nabs passers-by and pro- 
pounds puzzles, questions and 
riddles. Sometimes the answers are 
funny; sometimes they are pathetic, 


| but most of the time interesting. For 


instance, he asked a sleekly-groomed 
woman how many senators North 
Carolina has in the United States 
senate. ‘I don’t know,’ she replied 
archly. ‘You see I just moved to 
North Carolina.’ Only those listen- 
ers who knew that all states have 
two senators could laugh. 

Kirby has a good line that he rings 
in several times on each period: ‘Let 


/}us spray that there will be no in- 


sects. 

The spot, like all question and an- 
swer periods, depends on the quick 
wit of the passers-by that are but- 


tonholed as to the interest it is able | 


to hold, but Kirby displays show- 


manship in his manner of handling | 


the program and manages to keep 
it going at a pretty good clip. 
Harden. 


— 
a 


| Follow Up Comment | 


-_——.- 





Todd Duncan and Eva Jessye col- 


(American Can) program last week | 
The Negro baritone | 


over NBC-blue. 
as well as the choral group appeared 
in ‘Porgy and Bess.’ 

Choir socked home with pair of 


real Deep South spirituals, ‘Little 
Angel, Play on Your Harp,, and 
‘Hang On.’ A _ well-trained group, 


singers get that intensity and pitch 
into spirituals which lend 
necessary authentic touch. Duncan 
might have used a fancier and less 
hurried arrangement of ‘Got Plenty 
of Nuthin’.’ 





Henry R. Luce, editor of Time, 
Fortune and Life, delivered a brief, 
incisive plea for faith and pride in 
our democracy, on a Columbia 
broadcast from the Institute of Hu- 
man Relations sponsored by the Na- 
tional Conference of Jews and Chris- 
tians at Williams College, Williams- 
port, Mass. Luce is a clear, straight- 
from-the-shoulder speaker, talking 
like one would expect the publisher 
of three of America’s livest maga- 
zines to express: himself. 

Wilbur Forrest, executive assistant 
to the editor of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, followed Luce with a six- 
minute commendation and defense of 
American newspapers. The most in- 
teresting statement by Forrest was 
that. contrary to charges by certain 
critics, the dailies gave labor’s side 
of the picture. especially in strikes, 
more space than it did the employ- 
er’s. The reason: ‘labor sets a little 
shop up around the corner’ in every 
important strike and gets its argu- 
ments to the public first. via news- 
papers, while reporters find difficulty 
in obtaining statements from the 
management. Forrest declared that 
John L. Lewis and the CIO owe 
much to newspapers for publicity. 

Broadcasts on both networks from 
Williamstown, Mass., tended to be a 
bit high in tone. The airing of actual 
roundtable discussion, with the match 
of wits and the clash of views that 
followed the remarks of scheduled 
speakers, would have been interest- 





When Arthur B. Church tosses a | 
show together, it’s a pretty safe bet | 
that itll be a whopdoodle as far as | 
audience appeal is concerned. This | 


one is no exception: it takes a flock | 


of western and folks 


ing. 





‘Night at the Inn’ over WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, last Wednesday, pre- 
sented Earl Wild, 19-year-old Pitts 
pianist-composer, in the radio pre- 


vee a sean collice’ aad miere of his latest composition, 
les s onsiling, and | :‘Manhatt S . i 
dawns Gs Geto Cae anhattan Rhapsody.’ Wild at the 


day morning air as a class produc- 
tion, 

Instead of bringing forth a picture 
of barefooted, overall’d country jakes 


as a songs-of-the-soil stanza- usually ! 


does, this one builds it of smartly 
dressed range riders, silver trim- 
mings and all. Mixing a hymn in 
with the westerns occasionally, and 
letting a homespun voice introduce 
everything without too much talk, is 
swell showmanship. as is keeping the 
numbers down to a couple verses 
apiece instead of letting ‘em run on. 
indefjnitely. 

Quartet and band (four pieces) are 
same outfit that did ‘Red Horse 
Ranch’ and ‘Diamond City News’ be- 
sides furnishing numbers for World 
and Decca library. They're plenty 
good, whether singing. playing 
straight stuff. or whipping out on 
novelty instruments. Loop. 


piano performed ffawlessly and 
piece has definite symphonic pos- 
‘sibilities, which will be better 
brought out when bigger orc is be- 
|} hind him. Earl Truxell’s crew fur- 
nished satisfactory accompaniment 
but studio acoustics at WCAE for this 
i; type of music aren’t so hot and 


| band’s personnel was too small to | 


bring out delicate shadings in Wild’s 
| work. ‘Night’ is fast becoming one 
|of Pittsburgh's top commercial 
shows, Victor Brewing, sponsors, 
having just renewed for another 26 
weeks. 

Bob Carter’s corking tenor is 
| spotted slickly several times, Three 
Girls do some _ good harmonizing, 
and Tavern Players are coming 
through with smart short dramatiza- 
tion of incidents in famous inns both 
here and abroad. Show's chief fault 
lies in those commercials. They're 
stit] too long. 


| 
| 
. so. 6 
ored choir guested on Ben Bernie's | 


them | 


WMCA, New York 


There is an expectant interest ob- 
tained in thought or contact with 
sea-going travelers. By whatever 
glamour they possess for others, wit- 
tingly or otherwise, travelers who 
are personages or persons of accom- 
plishment cause an intensification of 
interest. Show people are like that, 
visiting royalty, etc. 

Such p®rsons are more apt to be 
contacted aboard departing or ar- 
riving steamers. This is what pro- 
vides listeners expectancy of inter- 
est in such a program as Gangplank. 

But the fact that consistency can- 
not be obtained in the grade or tech- 
'nique of such spot interviews and 
that truly glamorous personages can- 
not be contacted regularly is the 
greatest disadvantage to such a pro- 





gram and makes it of precarious 
value, 
This is as applicable to spot in- 


terviews, on land, or in the air, as 
riving. 

But the i.q. of the interviewer and 
his ability to pace his task with com- 
edy and drama and deliver a punch 
is important. Personality interview- 
| ers are the desirable kind. 
| This program which was caught 
Wednesday (1) was of scant interest. 
|Persons interviewed were Hervey 
| Allen, author of ‘Anthony Adverse’; 
| Clifford Fischer, impresario of the 
'French Casino on Broadway, and 
| William Howe, a retired member 
|of the U. S. diplomatic corps. 

Of how much general interest, 

| locally and otherwise these three at- 
| tract is a matter of opinion. 
When considered with the q. and 
|a. volley the entire program sounded 
pretty washy, thus casting some 
doubt also on the mike value of the 
| persons interviewed. 

A femme and a male interviewer 
are employed, namely Frankie 
Basch and Martin Starr. Miss Basch 
comes over smart alecky, and Starr 
showed little imagination value. 
| That ‘off-the-record’ crack which 
| he employed while so many are lis- 
tening in is silly. Miss Basch in in- 
terviewing Allen pulled a _ boner 
when she asked him whether long 
or short books sell better, and then 
| provided her own corroboration to 
his answer. 

This hurry-up kind of spot inter- 
view takes high class, intelligent, 
quick-thinking and knowledgibility 
|of subjects under question which 
has not been demonstrated in the 
program caught. 








| However, WMCA is ingenious in 
| broadcasting the series. The inter- 
|views are recorded on discs and 


| 
i 


| broadcast by transcription. This per- 


mits WMCA to put the platters on 
at any free time during the day. 
Shan, 


|IDA LUPINO 
| With Don Ameche 
‘Salute the Baroness’ 
9 Mins. 
CHASE & SANBORN 
Sunday, 8 p.m., EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Miss Lupino, guest (5) for the 
weekly sketch on the W. C. Fields- 
Edgar Bergen, impressed, Playlet, 
by True Borden, was another link 
in the apparently endless chain of 
World War spy yarns, but a neat 
twist applied lifted to upper level of 
air dramatizations. 

Locale was Berlin, where a group 
of German intelligence officers were 
assembled applying test of fitness to 
a young Baroness. Ameche as a 
Major played opposite. It was good 
going all the way, and the surprise 
conclusion proved topper. 

Both Miss Lupino and Ameche 
projected nice Teuton accents, and 
were also slick with the French 
lingual colorings required in the 
sketch’s closing moments. 

The playlet was followed by a 
travesty on spy stories, done, in ad- 
dition to Miss Lupino and Ameche, 
by Bergen’s ‘McCarthy’ and Nelson 
Eddy. Light treatment of theme was 
the highlight of the program and 
considerably robbed ‘Salute’ the 
Baroness’ of the natural post-per- 
formance effectiveness it had other- 
wise implanted in the listeners. The 
travesty lampooned most of the 
action and characters that had been 
treated with acceptable seriousness 
five minutes previous. Bert. 





SCRIPT TEASERS 
Musical Skits 
With Buddy Rogers, Tommy Harris, 

Patricia Kay 

30 Mins. 

Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

KHJ, Los Angeles 

' Novel idea that has all the ele- 
ments of a parlor game. Gag is to 
guess the title of the pop musical 
number to be played or sung, which 
is either spoken or implied in dra- 
matized vignettes. Most of the titles, 
hidden away in the dialog or broken 
up, are too confusing for the aver- 
age mob. 

Rogers, who has a nice delivery, 
sets the plot and the players go into 
their turn. A slight pause after the 
sketch is finished to allow for home 
scoring, etc.. and then inte the tune. 

Tommy Harris and Patricia Kay 
handle the vocals nicely. Produc- 
tion is all around good job. 

Should made the grade cammer- 
cially. Helm. 





|it is aboard ship, departing or ar-' 





| 


WSOC, Charlotte, N. C. 


Miss Orwig came to WSOC from 
Pittsburgh. She is the wife of Dick 


Faulkner, special events man for 
wsoc. 
Performer has a clear, lilting 


voice and is a grand technician when 
she manips a piano keyboard. 

Her playing leans to the concert 
style. The vocal selections, on the 
other hand, are more toward the 
popular favorites. 

She opens and 
theme of her own composition: 
which she calls ‘Berceuse.,’ Her 
advanced training at piano was in 
Germany under Moritz Mayer-Mahr 
and in New York under Mischa 
Levitski. She has played with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony, has has been 
featured soloist with the Pittsburgh 
String Symphony. 


closes with a 


Her voice is lyric soprano, which 
she. used largely for church work 
prior to her recent connection with 
wsoc, 


‘LET’S SHARE THE DAY’ 
With George Morrow, Clyde Kelly, 
Gordon Fleming, Arthur Sutton 
Songs, Poems, Music 
15 Mins.; Local . 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:45 a.m. 
Sundays, 2 p.m. 
MILLER JEWELRY CO. 
CKLW, Detroit 
New quarter-hour program aired 
thrice weekly, have an entertaining 
twist that should go far. Produced 
and announced by Arthur E. Sut-« 
ton, CKLW’s production manager, 
show embodies plenty of quality, and 


i} runs smoothly, 


On the menu are lively poems by 
George Morrow, ‘Hoosier Poet,’ 


| who has published a book of his ef- 


} 


| 








|} guest on 


forts; nifty baritone offerings by 
Clyde Kelly, who’s appeared in sev- 
eral Shubert operettas; organ melo- 
dies by Gordon Fleming, and the 
m.c.’ing of Sutton. All done nicely, 
Spieling is quite short and choice, 
chief blurb being in form of a story 
told by Morrow. Pete. 


MRS. PATRICK CAMPBELL 
Interviewed by Peggy Wood 

10 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 2:45 p. m. EDST 
WJZ-NBC, New York, : 

The British actress was a good 
Miss Wood's sustainer 
aimed at femmes. Just back from 
her first excursion on the New Eng- 
land straw-hat circuit, Mrs. Camp- 
bell gave out with enthusiastic en- 
dorsement of ’em. It is her idea 
barn-side productions during sume 
mer should be jintro’d in England. 

Actually most interesting minutes 
were those during which the Sha- 
vian star spoke of her early stage 
playing and well told the story of 
how she broke into the biz. 

Miss Wood did the usual swell 
pacing and pointing job she always 
turns when using a guest on her 
stint. Bert. 


EARL SANDE 
Turf Talk 

15 Mins. 

TYDOL 

WGY, Schenectady 


Earl Sande, former jockey and now 
a trainer, did a crackling quarter- 
hour of reminiscences and gossip as 
guest of Leo Bolley on the Tydol 
sports program over WGY. 


Green-lighted to read the day’s 
results at Saratoga and to range over 
the turf field, with bits about his 
experiences, views on horses past 
and present, and on jockeys, Sande 
did well enough to suggest that he 
might do as a radio racecaster. 


Obviously an expert on the sport, 
he possesses the name and ‘back- 
ground to command listeners’ atten- 
tion. Voice is clear, command of lan- 
guage fair, and personality is modest 
and likable. Jaco. 





HERE COMES HARRY 


Kerr Enroute to Soft (Lux) 
the Newspaper Boys 





Soap 





Harry Kerr, handling radio pub- 
licity for J. Walter Thompson, went 
on tour last week to sweeten up the 
radio eds of newspapers in 16 east- 
ern and midwest towns on the Lux 
Radio Theatre, which reopens on 
CBS Sept. 13. He's due back in 
New York at the end of next week. 


Kerr is out telling the boys about 
the stars and the plays that are be- 
ing lined up for the Monday night 
stanza. Agency has always had a 
ticklish problem to contend with «as 
regards the program’s newspaper 
listing. With trade names out, the 
average program listing refers to the 
show as ‘radio theatre.’ Vagueness 
of this billing has been anything but 
pleasing to both the agency and the 
account. It’s up to Kerr to figure 


eut how this situation can be ad- 
justed. 











\\ 
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| HENRY ADAMS BELLOWS. 


August 20, 1937 


Publisher, VARIETY 
154 West 46th St. 
Kew York City, HN. Y. 


Dear Sir; 


Some time ago I read with great interest the admirable article by 
Bob Landry in your issue of July 21, and subsequently saw the reprint of it 
sent out by Mr. John L. Clark. I was so much impressed by this article 
that I called it to the attention of the President of our company, Mr. 
Donald D. Davis, and it ie in part at his suggestion that I am writing to 
tell you how strongly we feel that such an article is a real contribution 
to clear thinking about radio advertising.+* 


General Mills, Inc. has been active in radio advertising since 
1924. During these thirteen years we have experimented with all kinds of 
progrems, and even went to the length of owning and operating a radio station 
for four years. The results of our experience confirm in almost every res- 
pect what Mr. Landry says in the VARIETY article. 


We are convinced, ebove all, that the radio advertiser cannot dodge 
his responsibility for the quality of the programs which he sponsors. He 
Cannot leave this responsibility wholly in the hands of anybody else, nor 
“ can he assume that merely spending a lot of money will necessarily produce 
results. Since the networks and stations have turned over most of their 
best time to advertising, the advertisers themselves must accept the respon- 
sibility for providing the public with good programs. 


| We have also felt for a long time that the rapidly increasing cost 

of radio facilities and programs is in danger of destroying their advertis- 
ing value. The point made by Mr. Landry that many expensive programs turn 
out to be flat failures, is entirely sound, but even a successful progrem 
may fail to produce adequate returns if the cost is too high. 


After thirteen years of experience as large radio advertisers, and 
with the firm conviction that broadcasting, properly and economically used, 
igs an admirable advertising medium, we are also convinced that there is urgent 
need for clear thinking on the whole subject, and I want to congratulate you 
on having published an article which is a notable contribution in that 








éirection. 
Sincerely, 


BAB: DE Mirector of Publicity Relations 











* The article to which Mr. Davis and Mr. Bellows refer was the lead story of the 
Third Annual Fall Radio Forecast written by Mr. Landry, Radio Editor of Variety. 
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Mrs, Holt Still Undecided Whether 
To Take AFRA Post; Chi, L.A. Get Set 


Whether or not she will accept the 
executive secretaryship of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists has 
not yet been decided by Mrs, Emily 
Holt. She will take the post if she 
can make satisfactory arrangements, 
but so far hasn’t been able to settle 
her affairs. She is a resident of Ft. 
Worth, where her husband is in the 
oil business, and accepting the AFRA 
offer would mean a major adjust- 
ment in her living arrangements. 

Mrs. Holt arrived in New York on 
Monday (6) and has been conferring 
with AFRA heads and others. She 
expects to reach a decision some time 
this wé@k, but probably not for a 
day or two. Meanwhile, the AFRA 
drive to organize nationally is pro- 
ceeding with George Heller, treas- 
urer and associate secretary, in 
active charge. Organization of locals 
in various cities is being pushed. 
Meeting was held in San Francisco 
last Sunday (5) night and another 
is skedded for Sept. 19. 





Chi Get-Together 
Chicago, Sept. 7. 

First open get-together of the lo- 
cal campaign by American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists was held last 
week. 

Some 200 local radio performers 
attended the organizational meeting, 
and most of those present signatured | 
membership application cards. 

Appears that of the benefits hoped 
for in the organization the most im- 
portant one to the performers them- 
selves is a set-up which will give 
them remuneration for auditions. 

Performers coming into the or- 
ganization have been urged to re- 
amain as secretive as possible, in or- 
ger to secure as strong a unity 
@mong the actors here as possible 
before going into the open. Espe- 
cially the local leaders are fearful of 
mntagonizing networks, stations and 
agencies at this time and of gen- 
ervfing concerted opposition from 
the employers. 

Next meeting of the local group 
fs scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 12, 
and will probably be held at the 
Sherman hotel. Time will again be 
0 p.m., to make it easier for the 
bulk of radio workers to attend. 
®Expect a list of name speakers in 
from New York, with the local 
chieftains figuring that the headline 
actors are a strong allure for the 
general run of performers. 





Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 

Local chapter of American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists automatic- 
ally swung away from Equity last 
week when its constitution was ap- 
proved with slight revisions and re- 
turned to the national board for 
final okay. Up to that time the coast 
radio group was in Equity’s radio 
division. 

Norman Field, second vice prez of 
the national body, relinquished the 
presidency of the L. A. chapter to 
Cariton KaDell to take over the 
more important post of executive 
secretary. Present board of 21 will 
be increased to 33, with four of the 
adUitions to be named from the 
ranks of singers and the other eight 
from Screen Actors Guild members 
working in radio. 

Other new officers under 
AFRA setup are Thomas Freebairn- 
Smith, first vice-president; Bill Law- 
rence, second v.p.; Ynez Seabury, 
third v.p.; Georgia Fifield, recording 
secretary, and J. Donald Wilson, 
treasurer. 


Everett Marshall Sued 
For Legal Separation 


Everett Marshall, concert and radio 
star, was sued for separation yester- 
day (Tuesday) in N. Y. supreme 
court by his wife, Carolina. Justice 
Valente granted, by default, Mrs. 
Marshall’s request for the appoint- 
ment of a receiver to take over 

e, singer’s New York property 
Tehaing outcome of the suit. 

Marshall, according to his 
is at present appearing at Billy 
Rose’s Fort Worth ‘Fiesta.’ Mrs. 
Marshall says she married the singer 
in 1928 at Milano, Italy, 1 that 
he deserted her there in 1931. They 
have one daughter. 
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Wayne Cody, Jr., son of WFIL’s 
‘Jolly Man’ on kid programs, was 
guester on his father’s show Satur- 
day in Phillv. ~ ‘=n was his first 
birthday. 
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These Changing Times 





Philadelphia, Sept 7. 

AFL-CIO battle has had its 
own little repercussions in the 
WDAS _sstudios, where the 
musicians belong to the Green 
group, while the engineers are 
allied with John L. Lewis. 
WDAS panelmen used to loll 
away their off hours in a 
lounge provided for the tooters. 
But since the split in labor’s 
allegiance, arguments have 
waxed so-hot, that the fishbowl. 
guys are finding it more con- 
genial to rest in the lobby. 











Mexican Wave-Length 
Bothers CKY Winnipeg, 
Switching Back to 960 


Winnipeg, Sept. 7. 


Further added headaches from 
super-powered Mexican stations, un- 
Satisfactory coverage in certain 
areas and more recently complaints 
from listeners in the Northwest 
Territories, have combined to make 
a fourth change in the wave length 
of government owned CKY, Winni- 
peg, necessary. 

Announcement was made of the 
change by the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp., from Ottawa recently 
that the Manitoba-owned wave tosser 
would be put back to its former 
frequency of 960 kilocycles. Present 
spot is 910 kilo, change being made 
on or about Sept. 15, or as soon as 
the new 960 crystal arrives. 


Chief howl from northern terri- 
tories are that the CBC station in 
Montreal, CRCM, being on 910 kilo 
also, interferes with reception from 
the Winnipeg station. People in 
this area have to rely on CKY en- 
tirely, therefore the Montreal station 
will move to 1050 kilo effective 
Sept. 1. Real cause of the headache, 
though, is the Mexican interference, 
the 150,000 watt wave tossers south 
of the American border being no 
match for the 15,000 watt Manitoba 
station, the Mexican stations shutting 
out CKY entirely in some areas. 
CJAT, Trail, B. C., is also on 910 
but is far enough away not to cause 
any trouble, it also being a smaller 
station. Montreal station, CRCM, is 
5,000 watts. 

It is considered the 960 channel as 
being a cleared one for CKY, there 
only being two other stations on 
that channel, CFRN, Edmonton, and 
CHNC, Quebec, and both too low- 
powered and far enough away not 
to offer any resistence, Although 
there is also a Mexican station on 
this frequency, little trouble is ex- 
pected, as it is also low-powered. 





Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
viewed on WHN, N. Y. 


Jr., inter- 





WOR’s 3 New Mikesters 


As a result of having signed a pact 
with the Guild of Announcers and 
Producers, WOR this week has added 
three mikemen to its staff. The 40- 
hour week put into effect after the 
station recognized the union neces- 
sitated the additions. 

Newcomers are Bill Tuttle, from 
WIND, Gary, Ind.; Tom Slater, from 
WLW; William Perry, from CBS. 


STATUS QUO ON 
MUSIC IN 
PHILLY 








Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Musicians’ local here has granted 
four-day status quo extensions of 
contracts to radio stations with house 
bands. Pacts all expired Saturday 
(4). Station and union execs will 
vis-a-vis today and tomorrow, to 
decide if a further extension shall be 
granted until the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians gives a final an- 
swer on the entire local music-radio 
situash. 


A. A. Tomei, prexy of the local, 
also ruled that henceforth outlets 
without union orchs may carry no 


music whatsoever, studio or remote, 
sustaining or commercial, except that 
supplied by the networks. This ap- 
plies to WFIL and WCAU. 

Time extensions were granted 
KYW, WIP, WPEN and WDAS. 

Reps of all stations except KYW 
met at the invitation of Don Withy- 
comb, g.m. of WFIL, in his office last 
Tuesday (31) to discuss the music 
tie-up. This is the first time a gen- 
eral confab of all station heads to 
discuss the common problem has 
ever been held here. Attending 
were Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU; Ben 
Gimbel, Jr., WIP; Alex Dannenbaum, 
WDAS; Charles Stahl, WPEN; and 
Sam Rosenbaum, WFIL. 

What transpired at the tete-a-tete 
wasn’t made public, but it was re- 
ported that the stations agreed not 
to come to any agreement with the 
union without notifying all the 
others. It was also reported that, 
because of personal animosity toward 
Tomei, future negotiations will be 
made directly with Joe Weber, prez 
of the A. F. of M., in New York. 


Busy Cupid 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 

Cupid’s hitting the local radio 
stations in wholesale lots these days. 
Having just cleaned up a lot of 
business at KDKA and WWSW, he’s 
invaded KQV. 

Ernie Neff, announcer who 
handled the Pittsburgh Symphony 
broadcasts over CBS last season, 
will wed May Blank Sept. 18, while 
a few weeks later Jack Meridan, 
control operator, and Marie Bevil- 
acqua will say I do. Both brides-to- 
be are non-pros. 


to 











McGrady’s Entry Into RCA Picture 
Means NBC Is Girding for Labor 


With Edward McGrady last week 
quitting as assistant to Secretary of 
Labor Frances Perkins in order to 
become labor-trouble adjustor for 
RCA, NBC now feels it is prepared 
to deal with the forces seeking to 
unionize radio, 

One of McGrady’s chief duties for 
his new employer will be to deal 
with the new radio unions. RCA is 
paying the former Department of 
Labor man $20,000 a year; Uncle 
Sam paid him $9,000. 

To date NBC has had but little ne- 
gotiating to do with unions, having 
carefully jockeyed and side-stepped 
whenever possible. It is generally 
thought that, with the hiring of Mc- 
Grady, the broadcasting outfit real- 
izes it will be called upon for a 
showdown soon. 

At NOC. the engineers have a com- 
pany union of their own and thus 
far the CIO affiliate, American Com- 
munications Association, which has 
lined up WABC and several other 
Columbia-owned stations, has made 
no dent into it. Month ago NBC ne- 
gotiated with its Association of NBC 








Technicians a 15% 
around and the institution of 40- 
hour weeks. At the time that was 
seen as a move ‘to avert unrest 
among the network’s engineers. 

With the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, the air actors union, 
this week claiming to have 1,000 
members and the Guild of Announc- 
ers and Producers asserting it has all 
the NBC sound-effects men enrolled, 
NBC expects to be approached 
shortly by these and possibly other 
union groups seeking recognition 
and agreements. That’s when Mc- 
Grady will be sent for. 

One of the best-known labor arbi- 
trators in the country, McGrady is 
credited with having brought a 
peaceful conclusion to the San Fran- 
cisco general strike four years ago 
when in the government employ. He 
has been on both sides of the labor 
fence for 40 years serving, before 
joining the Department of Labor 
when President Roosevelt went into 
office, as a lobbyist for labor organ- 
izations in Washington and prior to 
that as a union organizer in New 
England. 


salary tilt all 
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NLRB; Three Stations Lined Up 
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Taking No Chances 


Buffalo, Sept. 7. 

Sample of how careful radio 
folk are not to offend anybody 
in matters of a religious nature 
is the arrangement WBEN 
made Saturday (4) for an ad- 
dress by the Most Rev. John 
A. Duffy, Bishop of the Catho- 
lic Diocese of Buffalo. 


Bishop Duffy,’s talk, sched- 
uled in the half-hour between 
7 and 7:30 p.m., followed the 


NBC Red’s ‘Art of Living’ con- 
ducted by Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale. 

Because Dr. Peale is a Pro- 
testant clergyman, the station 
scheduled 10 minutés of clas- 
sical, secular organ music to 
follow his talk and precede the 
Bishop's. 











Aussie Court Rules 
Against Local Mfr. 
In ‘Mickey’ Title Use 


Sydney, Aug. 17. 
High Court of Australia dismissed, 


American Communications Ass‘n 
CIO affiliate, last week signatured 
contracts with three stations, cover- 
ing hours and wages for engineering 


personnel. J Outlets were KYW, 
Westinghouse’s Philadelphia 10,000- 
watter; WOL, Washington, and 


KMPC, Bakersfield, Cal. Last is pari 
of the McClatchy group. Union also 
was instrumental in having CBS 
summoned before the National Labor 
Relations Board for a hearing Sept 
15. 

ACA asked the NLRB to determine 
whether Columbia is to be compelled 


to treat with the union on a local 
istation basis. CIO organization 
claims that it has within its ranks 


a majority of the technical men em- 
ployed by the network in New York 
and contends that CBS should enter 
| into bargaining discussions for this 
;particular unit. Web has taken the 
|position that the question of repre- 
|sentation should be treated on a na- 
tional basis, or involving the tech- 
nical employees of all its owned and 
operated stations, and that since the 
ACA cannot show that it has a ma- 
jority of these there is no basis for 
recognition of this union 
| gaining agent. 

Network organized the engineers 
of its various operation into the As- 
sociated Broadcast Technicians, Inc., 





as a bar- 





with costs, the appeal of Radio Corp. | a company union, about a year and 
Pty., from a decision of the Rig-/a half ago. Two of these units, New 


istrar of Trade-Marks, refusing to 
register as trade marks for radio sets 
and radio kits the words ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ and ‘Minnie Mouse.” Respon- 
dents to appeal were Walter E. Dis- 
ney, Wait Disney Prods., Walt Dis- 
ney Mickey Mouse, Ltd., and Walt 
Disney Enterprises. 

Chief Justice Sir John Lathan, in 
giving his judgment, said that, some 
years ago, Walter E. Disney invented 
two cinema characters, ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ and ‘Minnie Mouse,’ which 
had become popular throughout the 
world. Radio Corp. Pty. (which has 
no connection with RKO-Radio, dis- 
tribs of the Disney shorts) made ap- 
plication for the use of ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ and ‘Minnie Mouse’ as.trade- 
marks in respect of radio sets and 
kits. Disney, and his associated 
units, opposed the applications. Op- 
position was successful, and an ap- 
peal was now before the High Court 
for judgment. 

Justice Lathan stated that the 
Radio Corp. Pty. had no connection 
whatever with Disney and the use 
of either the names or the figures 
in connection with any goods would 
at once suggest that the goods were 
‘in some way connected’ with Dis- 
ney. His Honor added that a pro- 


|posed trade-mark should not be reg- 


istered if it ‘involves a misleading 
allusion or a suggestion of that which 
is not strictly true.’ 

- Radio Corp. Pty. pleaded that the 
words, ‘Mickey Mouse’ and ‘Minnie 
Mouse’ were simply w.k. names con- 
nected with the cinema, and no one 
possessed an exclusive right to their 


WOW’s Portable 


Omaha, Sept. 7. 

Station WOW has enlarged its 
equipment with a mobile unit, put 
into service last week. Mgr. John 
Gillen and Howard Peterson of the 
promotion department stated the 
new equipment will be used exten- 
sively on commercials, in contrast 
to merely supplementary use usually 
made of mobile units in the mid- 
west, and already have it lined up 
for use on two commercial set-ups. 

Unit was inaugurated last week 
at Fort Riley, Kans., when Foster 
May recorded a ride in an army 
tank. It will be used commercially 
the first time this week at the State 
Fair on a two a day schedule. 

Truck contains four separate 
units, line amplifiers for telephone 
pick-ups, 100-watt short wave trans- 
mitter, demountable portable record- 
ing equipment, and short wave 
packs, to be carried by announcers. 


Doyle’s H’wood O.O. 


Dinty Doyle, radio editor of the 
N. Y. Journal-American, is going out 
on one of his periodical visits to the 
Coasi. Will stay three days in San 
Francisco and a month in Hollywood. 

One of the chief lures for Doyle is 
the fact that seven new network 
programs will debut on the Coost 








within the three-day span, Oct. 2-4, | 


Columnist’s 
June. 


last trip west vw in 


York and Washington (WJSV), 
walked out this spring and aligned 
themselves with the CIO affiliate. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Indications are that Dr. Leon 
Levy, prez of WCAU, will sign with 
American Communications  Assn., 
CIO group organizing engineers, 
rather than risk a walkout. Reps 
of ACA met with Levy in his office 
last Wednesday in an amicable 
heart-to-heart. 

Willard Bliss, national ACA 
ganizer, presented the demands. He 
asked the same wages and condi- 
tions as at the CBS studios in New 


ore- 


York. Working conditions are al- 
ready about the same, but some 
wage tilting will be in order. CBS 


scale runs up to about $75 a week, 
while WCAU’s stops at $65. 

Seventeen WCAU_ knob-twisie 
resigned in a body from their com- 
pany union about two weeks ago and 
went over to ACA. This was just 
about a month after Dr. Levy had 
voluntarily called them into his of- 
fice and told them he was going to 
put them on a five-day week and 
raise their pay. 

Following what he considered as a 
magnanimous move, he was shocked 
when his men hit the CIO trail. He 
told Bliss he couldn’t understand 
what could have happened in his 
‘one big happy family.’ 

Wesiinghouse, following receipt of 
a letter from ACA, phoned and said 
they’d be willing to meet the reps 
at their headquarters in Chicopee 
Falls tomorrow (Wednesday) to ne- 
gotiate an agreement for the pan- 
elmen at KYW. Union anticipates 


S 


| no trouble here. 





TRIPLE UNIT MOBILE 
COMBO FOR SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 7. 

John M. Baldwin, KDYL chief 
engineer, has completed an_ ultra- 
modern three unit mobile broadcast- 
ing equipment, which will go into 
service next week, when Ab Jenkins, 
Utah-born speed racer, attempts to 
establish new automobile records on 
Bonneville salt flats, 100 miles south- 
west of here. 


Three separate transmitters com- 
prise the job. One, KALO, is a 75- 
watt transmitter built into the truck. 
Others, W6XTV and W6XUC are 
portables, first a 40-watt high fre- 
quency transmitter, and the second 
a specially-designed %-watt pack 
transmitter, operating on the ultra- 
high frequency 200 megacycles. 

Truck also houses a_ 1,000-watt 
gasoline-driven generator develop- 
ing 110 volts for power supply, and 
a complete p.a. system. 

Tests are being made of all units 
in preparation for special broadcast- 
ing events this fall. 
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Ralph Atlass, WJJD-WIND head, 
laid up last week with an infected 
foot. 
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Radio Revenue Up in Aug.; CBS Up 
187% Over Last Yr., NBC Red Tops CBS 


————— + 


For the first time since 1933, NBC's 
gross from time sales in August was 
over what it had.been in July. Usual 
trend is downward from one sum- 
mer month to the other. While 
NBC’s red (WEAF) link last month 
topped Columbia on revenue for the 
second consecutive month and ac- 
counted for 34.86, more than August, 
1936, the blue (WJZ) trail continued 
to sink badly. 


NBC took in $2.094.306 for the 
red network and $690.671 for the 
blue, or a total of $2,784.977. Com- 
pared to August of last year, the 
NBC total is 15% better. Compara- 
tive dive taken by the blue link 
figures 20.5%. CBS billings for the 
past month came to $1,955,280, or a 
margin of 58.6°% over the previous 
August’s tally. 

On the first eight months of the 
year Columbia is ahead by 36.7% 
and NEC by 21.6%. 

In August of last year, NBC’s bill- 
ings came to $2,422,431, while in 735 
it was $2,021,365 and in °35, $1.735,555. 


Columbia did. $1,232,588 in August. 
1936. For August °35 it grossed 
$879,019, and the previous parallel 


month, $513,315. 

This particular set of figures repre- 
sents the lowest level to which CBS 
revenue sank during the depression. 


They also allow for an amazing con- | 


trast. This Augusi’s billings 
almost four times what they 
three years ago. 

Mutual last month grossed $79,555. 
as compared to $122,065 for August, 
Pree ad 
36. 
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JESSEL, WILL OSBORNE 
ON WAX FOR DE SOTO 


George Jessel and Will Osborne’s 
orc) have been set by the Ruthrauff 
& Ryan agency to wax a series of 
13 quarter-hour transcriptions for De 
Soto motors, Stations to carry the 
scries have not yet been sclected. 

World Broadcasting 
waxing, which 
(14), 


will do the 
next Tuesday 
Jessel, now on the Coast, will 
come east, then promptly return af- 
ter the discs are completed for hi: 
weekly Mutual progrem with 
ma Talmadge (Mrs. J.) and Tommy 
Tucker’s ozch. Muiu2l program, 
Which will be sponsored locally, 
Siaris Sept. 26. 


tay? 
Staaed 





Oughta Be Good 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

‘Press Agents’ Holiday,’ program 
with which WDAS experimented last 
year, will become a regular weekly 
feature this season. ‘Super-sensa- 
tional colossal’ boys representing the 
shows in town will be given 15 min- 
utes to shoot everything in the book 
at the dial-twisters. 

When two or more shows are here, 
p.a.’s will split the time, each trying 
to outsell the other. 








SCARES WORLD 
SERIES BIDS 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Ford having agreed to be 





Nor-| 


pletely out of tne World's Series 
| baseball bidding for the first time. it 
has thrown the field wide open, with 
ceveral bidders understood looking 
' into the sponsorship possibility. 
Coin outlay necessary to 
the deal has only the 
vertisers squinting at 
Scries. Estimate for this year’s 
| sponsorship is around $410.009, o: 
| which $100,000 are for the rights. 
Considered the most likely deal 
'on the World's Series will be a dual 
handled 


swing 
biggest ad- 
the World: 


ponsorship, by General 
Mills and Socony-Vacuum, which are 
now tied up on several dual base- 


ball pley-by-play deals through the 
country. 


Ainley on ‘First Nighter’ 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 


Production spot on Campana’: 
‘First Nighter, left open s:nce the 
resignaticn of Fred Ibbeit from 


Aubrey, Moore & Wallace some t.me 
| ago, hes been assigned to Joe Ainley. 

Ainley, a former NBC staff 
is at present heed of the University 
| Broedeasting Council production, 
and will continue in that capacity in 
addition to handling ‘First Nighter.’ 


man, 


$410,000 OUTLAY: 


com- | 





listeners tops anything, 
disher-outers. 

Some of the questions 
Others, apparently simple, turn out 
to be pretty sinister, involving weeks 
of research. And there are the usual 


allotment of catch questions and 
Wise Guy queries in every batch of 
mail. > —_ 

One of the latter (and the info 


gents say there's at least one every | 


| day), is that old saw about which 
|came first, the chicken or the egg. 
Albert Mitchell, ‘Answer Man’ over 
WOR for Provident Loan, of N. Y., 
has a stock answer for that one. He 
| Simply quotes the Bible, Genesis I: 
| 21, which says, ‘And God created all 
ithe fowls.’ He's never had a come- 
| back on that one. 


Brain-Twisters 


| 
There are plenty of brain-twisters | 


and encyclopaedia-twisters, 


| along by the mail man. 


passed 
One listener 


|recently wanted to know about a | 


| ‘lost subway’ in Brooklyn. None of 
j;the subway companies had ever 
| heard of it and the transit board and 
other such obvious sources couldn't 
|help. Not even the newspapers or 
| the police department could solve it. 
| It took Mitchell three months to un- 
ravel that one, but he did. It finally 
turned out that the Long Island Rail- 
road had an underground line in 
Brooklyn, but it had been walled up 
in 1861 and everyone (or nearly 
everyone) had forgotten it. 

Some questions can't be answered 
|}and some are just too balmy to an- 
'swer. One dialer wanied to know 
|the name of Paul Revere’s horse— 
which sounds comparatively easy, 
but isn’t. So far as the radio gents 
, could find out, the nag never had a 
name. 

Another query wanted 
about that celebrated lad who sig- 
nalled Kid Revere from the church 
steeple. Did he, asked 
swing the lentern up and down, or 
back and forth? 


Just an Idea 








say the info | 


are pips. | 


to know , 


the writer, | 


ernment. 











MORE LAWSUITS 
_ SEEN LIKELY 
—— INPORTLD 


Washington, Sept. 7. 
Further litigation in the 
| some 640 cases appecred 


trouble- 





probable 
| last week in the wake of issuance of 
the Port- 


land Broadcasting System, which re- 
| 


a construction . permit. to 


cently won the second round of fisti- 
bee over its right to erect a new 
| station in the Maine metropolis. 
Within 48 hours after the Federal 
|Communications Commission  an- 
nounced it had ordered papers par- 
celed out, Congress Square Hotel 
Co., loser in the previous tiff, asked 
the U. S. Supreme Court to review 
the knotty legal questions involved 
in the original grant. Filing of plea 
| for writ of certiorari does not stymie 
the F. C. C., but further delays writ- 
| ing finis on the bulky volume. 


Commish untied the CP in 
response to a mandate of the Circuit 
Court of Appeals which, in a split 
decision, pigeon-holed: the WCSH 
bleat that the original grant had 
been made by a gang of Commis- 
sioners who did not sit in on the 
proceedings from the gun. One 
judge sided with the Congress 
Square group, agreeing that the 
shake-up in personnel of the Broad- 
cast Division was ample grounds for 
re-examining the qualifications of 
various applicants for the 640 berth. 

Supreme Court will decide in Oc- 








‘Can I,” one dame wrote, ‘have a/ tober or November whether to ogle 
baby in six months, special de-) jhe record. If it grants a writ of 
livery?’ 


‘What can a woman do,’ 
other, ‘to make a husband leave her?’ 

Still another writer asked if it is 
true that ‘John D. Rockefeller has a 
pig stomach.’ 

And one plaintive lady wanted to 
know why ‘they always gyp 
widows in moncy matiers?’ No ex- 
planation, just that simple question. 

One man sent several samples of 
fleas found in his home, asking what 
kind they were— more, the 
fleas were still there and decidedly 
alive. 

A lady inauired. ‘How come when 
a man who hes black hair grows a 
musiache it comes in red.’ 

Lad who asked how ‘does a person 
know he is going crazy and what can 


* hat’ 
Wnars 


I do about it?’ probably still 
pretty worr.ed 
Well, Why? 

Someone wanied to know, quite 
reasonably, ‘Why were cockroaches 
invenied?’ 

When asked whether a pig’s tail 
curls to the right or left, Mitchell 
thought it wes a gag, but the New 


Jersey Dept. of Agriculture solemnly | h 


| (Continued on page 48) 


asked an- | 


old | 


error and orders the lower court to 
send up the papers, a wait of a least 
three months must precede closing 
of the final chapter, since arguments 
are unlikely until early next year. 


| 


American Can is not renewing 








| 
| 


Ben Bernie. His last broadcast for | 
| the account, after two vears on its | 
payroll, will be Oct. 19. Bernie had 
come over to the tinners after doing 
an unbroken five-and-a-half yee! 
stretch for Pabst Blue Ribbon Malt 


and Beer. 


Maestro’s brother and agent. Her- | 


man Bernie 
pending. 
WAMBOLT QUITS 
Chicago. Sept. 7. 
Bob Wambolt has resigned from 
; the production staff of NBC in Chi- 
cago. 
Reported reason is that he couldn't 


has several propositions 


set to his suburban home after do- 
ing a late show schedule. end that 
s boss, C. L. Menser. didn't see fit 


‘to change the assignment. 


lines laid down by the sponsor. 
Formula: 


1. Cut out all effort to produce 
a show in a piece or a number, 
Play the number or the piece as 
it made the original hit, without- 
out variations, interpolations or 
new ideas, 


2. When we have a star on the 
program, there’s no objection to 
the star skylarking, doing what he 
wanis to do, adding to the pro- 
gram of his personality. But when 
that star comes back to Your Hit 
Parade, when he does the thing 


that Your Hit Parade gives the 
public—sings or dances or plays 
an instrument—the dancing, the 


singing, the playing of an instru- 
ment must be in the rhythm and 
tempo that made that particular 
piece popular and in that style 
and of that essence that made the 
star popular. 

3 Make the voice fit the music. 
Do not attempt to fit the music to 
the voice—always start with the 
music so that the rhythm can be 
established, Then if the voice fits 
in, put it in. If it doesn't fit in, 
leave it out. 

4. On introducing hot numbers, 
play them inthe original style 
that made them hits, regardless of 
their age—and be sure and pick 
hot numbers full of rhythm, full of 
shoulder shake, full of dance, tor 
these interludes. 

5. In principle, there are 20 
popular numbers played in one 
hour’s program. Fifteen of these 
numbers or 75% are selected by 
the public; 5 of these numbers or 
25% can be put in by the orches- 
tra leader. These 5 numbers are 
the ones referred to in No. 4. If 
in the opinion of the orchestra 
leader the 15 popular numbers se- 
lected by the audience are of a 
tempo that tends to slow up or 
make less brilliant Your Hit Pa- 
rade, he can easily reduce the time 
of these numbers and add that 
time to the 5 numbers that he has 
the power to select. Therefore, 
instead of 25% being his sc!cction 
and 75% being the public’s selcec- 
tion, in time played he can easily 
have his selection 35 to 40‘) of the 
time and the public’s selection re- 
duced to 60 to 65%, thereby giving 
him an opportunity to make the 
program his own and more bril- 
liant. 

6. Comment on use of choruses 
to liven program—old trick. 


CARTER ILL, BUT WILL 





TALK TO NEWS MEET ~ 





Ii! with pleurisy, Boake Carier 
wil] be unable to attend the Ass'n 
of Radia News Editors and Writers 
convention to be held in Chicago, 
Sept. 10-12. Chances are, however. 
that he will address the convention 
by means of a wire direct to the 


Sherman Hoiel. 
Not definitely setticd yet, but it is 
undezsiood that Philco will pay wire 


| cheveces, and that Carter is doing the 


int at Philco’s request. 
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Here and There 





Alex McDonald, of WGY’'s promo- 
tion-sales department, returned from 
a fortnight’s vacation in Maine. A. 
O. Coggeshall, program director, 
spent two weeks with his family in 
that state. Emerson Markham, di- 
rector of agricultural broadcasting 
for WGY, back after two weeks in 
the mountains. 


Robert Wilbur, until recently of 
WSUN, St. Petersburg, Fla., has 
joined WGY’s news division to han- 
die early-morning and late-evening | 
Esso Flashes. 

Walter Blaufuss, leader of NBC’s 
{hicago house orchestra. and An- 
if me King, singer, collaborated on 
a number, ‘The Moment I Met You,’ 
introduced by Miss King as guest 
on the Farm and Home Hour, for 
which Blaufuss batons the music. 
He wrote the melody. 





Three KDYL, Salt Lake City, 
mikemen enrolled in flying school: 
Al Priddy, Floyd Farr and Myron 
Fox. 





Porter Randall, newscaster, and 
Ray Colcord, announcer, have left 
KFRU, Columbia, Mo., to join staff 
of Tulsa’s KVOO. 





Gilbert Newsome new announcer 
at WTRD, Richmond, moving in 
from WGH, Newport News. 


} 

Robert Owen, new station man- 
ager of KOA, Denver, was originally 
a control room engineer at WGY, 
Schenectady. He was shifted to 
Denver when General Electric built 
KOA and later was promoted to 
chief engineer. 


Knight Kappers on WOAI, San 
Antonio, are known and billed now 
as ‘In Olden Days.’ Steve Wilhelm, 
head of Payne Adv. Agency’s radio 
division, writing a new show for the 





“knights in armour. 


¥ 





Bob Millar and his radio dance 
band returned to the Olmos Starlit 
Gardens. Remote was through 
KMAC, San Antonio, Tex. 





WCAE, Pittsburgh, staff looks like 
its old seif again, what with Cliff 
Daniels, chief announcer and pro- 
gram director; Norman Twigger, 
newscaster; Carl Dozer, announcer; 
Harry Bixbee, engineer; Stephanie 
Diamond, of the dramatic staff, and 
Polly Malone, who does ‘Polly En- 
tertains,’ all back from vacations. 





Dorothy Devlin, graduate of the 
Carnegie Tech drama school who 
has been doing dramatic work at 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, has_ resigned 
from the station’s staff to try her 
luck on Broadway. 





Atlantic Refining Co.’s broadcasts 
of Pitt football games over WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, will have Jimmy Mur- 
ray, former sports writer and now 
the station’s publicity director, call- 
ing the plays and Norman Twigger 
doing the between-periods color de- 
scription. 





Lois Miller due back from Atlantic 
City, where she’s been playing the 
organ all summer at the Heinz 
Pier, this week to begin her new 
commercial on KDKA, Pittsburgh. 


John Davis, WWSW, Pittsburgh, 
announcer and newscaster for the 
morning Post-Gazette, to Key West, 
Fla., for a few weeks of vacash. 





Don Thornburg, Jimmy Shouse, 
and Ken Church all in Chicago for 
stopover on way back home from 
N. Y. conference. 





Paul Luther doing WBBM’s 








s 
4 


has been named chief announcer for | 
|the station, NBC outlet in Little | 


| Rock. New assignment also gives 
him complete charge of all public 
events broadcasts, 





Bobby Brown, CBS-WBBM, Chi- 
cago, program director, and wife, 
back from Europe. 





Rita Smith, former Shakespearean 
actress, getting set in Chi radio. 





Richard Bartlett, 
KBIX, Muskogee, 
KARK, Little 
staff Sept. 1. 


formerly with 
Okla., joins the 
Rock, announcing 





Ed Zimmermann, vice-prez and 
gen. mgr. of KARK, Little Rock, 
left for New York to participate in 


broadcasting stations. 





Injured in a three-way automobile 
accident last week on their way to 
fill a dance engagement, Happy Jack 
and his Ward Ramblers, were hos- 
pitalized for the night but the fol- 
lowing morning were on hand for 
their regular broadcast over KARK, 
Little Rock. 





Jack Wilson has been made station 
manager of WNAD, University of 
Oklahoma station. 


WRTD, newcomer to the Rich- 
mond, Va., scene, held open house 
in conjunction with its formal open- 
ing, and attracted many visitors 
from nearby communities. Affair 
was plugged by the Times-Dispatch, 
owner of the station. 





John Minter, WAGA, Atlanta, an- 
nouncer, summoned to bedside of 
ill father in Cheyenne, Wyo. He 
flew west. Temporarily replaced by 
Herbert Howard, of Troy, Ala., neo- 
phyte to radio. 





Roy Winsauer, Harvard alumnus 
and lately of CBS in N. Y., now on 
WCCO’s production staff, under 
Hayle C. Cavanor, 





WIP, Philly, starting a quiz pro- 
gram in a couple of weeks, with 
questions contained in the spokes of 
a carney prize wheel. Each con- 
testant spins the wheel and must an- 
swer the query at the point where 
the arm stops. 





Marie Traxler, blonde warbler 
with Maurice Spitalny’s Band for 
the past two years, has joined the 
Golden Girls’ Trio, heard in Cleve- 
land over United Broadeasting Co. 
stations. Replaces Maries Haynes, 
who married recently, 





Farewell party to A. E. Nelson, 
manager, leaving KOA, Denver, to 
become manager of KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, lasted from midnight till day- 
break. Held in the studios, attended 
by every member of the staff, affair 
also marked the taking over by 
Robt. H. Owen, chief engineer of the 
station. 





Walter Knick, pianist, is directing 
a new 12-piece studio band at 
WBNS, Columbus. 








Ralph Sayres, until recently sales 
manager of KYW, Philly, NBC Red 
outlet, visiting New York, 





| Joe McLeskey, American Legion 
junior baseball star, has joined 
WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., to handle 
baseball broadcasts. Station has a 
daily series with the Charlotte 
league team, sponsored by General 
Mills: Ben Maffitt, University of 
North Carolina football star, has 
been added to the staff to serve as 
statistician and aide to McLeskey. 











the discussions on staff musicians for | 








new James F. Hurley, publisher of the 

‘Man On Street’ show. Salisbury, N. C., Evening Post, is 

seeking a station for Salisbury, to 

Dave Bacal added to WENR be operated on 1,500 ke with 100 
Smilin’ Ed McConnell Lin-X show watts power. 
for organ sessions, , 

H. W. Wilson and Ben Farmer, 

Mrs. Frances Roth, New Haven at- erage etal a ercamagy re. oe 

: ws . e ’ S ¢ Ste ! e, 
torney, premiered “Law and Layman’ | 3¢ 999 39.100, 39,300 and 39.500 ke | 


series Thursday (2) on WICC, with 
Superior Court Judge Kenneth W. 


Wynne guesting. 





WJBY, Gadsden, Ala., moves into 
its new combined studio and trans- 
Outlet’s 
day power has been upped to 250 


mitter building Sept. 10. 


watts. 

Dave Byrn, currently conducting 
the Farmers Hour program from 6 
to 7 am. over KARK, Little Rock, 


with 10 watts power. 





NBC. 
went to the Coast for Metro. 
Cunningham family, including 
father, mother and four children, 
| has been signed by WBT, Charlotte, 
N. C., following a routine audition, 
for a series of hymn-singing pe- 





Replaced Phyllis Welch, who | 


Kathleen Fitz, legit actress, now | 
playing ‘John’s Other Wife’ in the | 
dramatic serial of that name over | 








It’s a System 





Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

New York ad agencies doing 
business with WIP, Philadel- 
phia station owned by Gimbel 
Bros.’ department store, have 
found a manner of communi- 
cating directly between the two 
cities for the price of a 5c 
phone call, 

Agencies call Gimbel’s N. Y. 
store and ask for a wire to 
Philadelphia, which is auto- 
matically given gratis to store 





customers. With a connection 
through to Quaker town, agen- 
cies then simply ask Gimbel’s 
there to connect them with the 
man wanted at WIP. Station’s 
phone lines all come in through 
the store. 











riods. On for 15 minutes once a 
week on Fridays as a sustainer. 





Jackie Coogan was interviewed 
over WBT, Charlotte, N. C., by | 
Charles Crutchfield last week when | 
in Charlotte with his orchestra | 
playing a dance date. | 
Niles Trammcl to Atlanta to visit | 


his sick father. | 








Chicago NBC executives held a} 
golf tournament on Thursday (2). | 





Arch Obeler in Chicago for a few 
days. 





Henry Barbour assigned a couple 
more WGN-‘Curtain Time’ scripts in 
addition to his University Broad- 
casting Council series. 





Bill Ray in N. Y. all last week 
taking the degrees to fit him for his 
new job is head of publicity for 
NBC’s midwestern division. 





Ed Cashman now directing CBS 
‘Swing Club,’ since Phil Cohan went 
west to do the weekly production on 
the Alice Faye-Hal Kemp (Chester- 
field) Friday night program. 





Don E. Gilman, v.p. in charge of 
NBC’s western division, named 
chairman of the radio department of 
the Pacific Advertising Clubs Assn. 





Al De Lalla, done with sum- 
mer-touring with Doc Schneider’s 





Texans, spotted at WNBC, New 
Britain, Conn. 
WSPR, Springfield, will feed 


opening of Eastern States expo Sept. 
19 to Colonial web. 





WNBC, New Britain, going along 
with Hawaiian trend via Buddy 
Marston’s Waikiki Islanders and the 
Hawaii Melodians. 





Pat Stanton, WDAS g.m., Philly, 
this week celebrates the ninth an- 
niversary of his conducting of ‘Four 
Provinces Irish Program’ on the sta- 
tion. 





is a new- 
(Cin- 
with 


Jim Miles, announcer, 
comer to the staff of WCKY 
cinnati. He formerly was 
WCHS, Charleston, W. Va. 





Minneapolis Star, daily except 
Sunday, is dramatizing three or four 
top news stories daily over WCCO, | 
tagging the stint, ‘Front Page| 
Parade.’ 





David, Inc., St. Paul ad agency, 
taking over the Minnesota Tourist 
Bureau account, formerly handled 
by Graves Associates, Minneapolis. 





Nancy Lyda Brooke, former secre- 
tary to Marjory Stewart, of Micro- 
phone Piayhouse, has been made 
music librarian at KDKA, Pitts- | 
burgh. She will have charge of sta- 
tion’s extensive music files and will 
be responsible for copyright clear- 
ance on all musical programs. 








Lewis Charles new mikeman at 
WHN, N. Y., shifting over from 
WOV. 
quneunpeanee | 

KDYL, Salt Lakaq announcing | 
staff totals eight, with addition of 
Jack Gregson, formerly with KGA, 
Spokane. | 

Willie Howard booked for a re- | 
peat on the Vallee program Sept. 16. 
Frank Cooper, of Curtis & Allen 
agency, set. 





WFMD, Frederick, Md. moves 
into new studios next month. 





George Bijur, Inc., newly formed 


,ad agency, becomes rep for Mutual 


network on Oct. 1, 


WMPS, Blue Network station re- 
cently acquired by the Press-Scimi- 





Inside Stuf—Radio 


An outside factor is directly responsible for the formation of the Vir. 
ginia Ass’n, of Broadcasters, consisting of nearly ail stations in the Old 
Dominion, 

Previous effort to organize only reached the letter-writing stage. Then 
the State Alcoholic Beverage Control Board let it be known it was con. 
sidering a ruling to ban radio advertising in the state of alcoholic bey. 
erages. This led to the first real get-together of station execs, who dis. 
cussed the matter, engaged counsel and presented its side of story to the 
ABC Board—with the result that the board decided to desk its idea. 

Success in this united effort sold the execs on organizig formally. C. T. 
Lucy, g.m. of WRVA, Richmond, was elected president; Ed Allen of WLVA 
Lynchburg, who was active in arranging the first meeting, was named Vp. 
and Earl Sowers, WRNL, Richmond, sec-treasurer. 








Pittsburgh radio editors have long been complaining that Smoky City 
stations won’t give local talent-a break, and their latest cause to crow is the 
hit which Tommy Riggs has registered on the Rudy Vallee show. Riggs, 
who does a character called ‘Betty Lou,’ precocious youngster, kicked 
around Pittsburgh for years without getting anywhere and had *~ leave 
town, first to Cleveland, then Cincinnati and now New York, in order to 
land. 

Originally teamed with Blaine Moke as Riggs and Moke, he was one of 
Pittsburgh’s earliest radio entries, starting over WCAE. From there he 
went to KDKA, sometimes on local commercials but chiefly on a sustain- 
ing basis, and pulled out about a year ago. Since then, his rise has been 
phenomenal. 





Sale by R. E. Field, Cincinnati, through R. E. Field & Co., of 200 shares 
of Crosley Radio common in July, was reported Wednesday’ (1) by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission in its semi-monthly summary of 
transactions of officers and directors in the stocks of their corporations, 
Field is a director on the Crosley board. 

No other operations in radio stocks were reported by the SEC, but a 
report on the holdings of officers and directors in corporations whose secur- 
ities became registered during the month was filed for Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System, showing that Prescott S. Bush, New York, director, held 124 
shares of Class A and four shares of Class B stock, through a holding 
company, when the registration became effective Aug. 1, and Donald W. 
Thornburgh, Los Angeles, an officer, held 100 shares of Class A stock in 
joint tenancy. 





King Features, which handles ‘Beatrice Fairfax’ (Mary Manning Gash), 
who last week debuted on the ether over Mutual with commercal chatter 
for Hecker Products, is keeping censorship over how its contractee is 
handled. 

After account and Mutual wanted to bill her program as ‘Advice to the 
Lovelorn,’ the newspaper feature syndicate. stepped in and insisted the 
period be labeled ‘Beatrice Fairfax.’ Also, all publicity dispatched by 
either Mutual or Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, agency on the ac- 
count, must first be o.k.’d by the syndicate. 





KCKN, Kansas City, hurriedly sent out a remote-pickup mike and crew 
last week for a nemo broadcast after an interurban trolley plunged off a 
low bridge. In covering the accident from on-the-scene, a time-sale was 
unexpectedly made. 

Station bunch found the ad manager of a local dept. store among the 
uninjured passengers and induced him to march up to the mike for an 
interview. In such a good mood after escaping unscathed in an accident, 
the ad man grew loquacious. KCKN followed up the contact made, and 
the same afternoon signed the dept. store to sponsor a program. 





Broadcasters Were warned last week by the Nat’l Ass’n of Broadcasters 
of threatened infringement suits for using a Brunswick disc containing 
tunes not covered by American Society of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers’ licenses. Mixture of licensed and unlicensed music on platter 7378 
places the stations in jeopardy, the trade bulletin advised. One side of 
the record is ‘Sittin’ Bull,’ which is not part of the ASCAP repertoire, pre- 
ceded by bars from ‘Indian Love Call’ and followed by strains from ‘Shine,’ 
both of which are in the Society catalog. Association warns that copyright 
litigation has been started against some stations which have used this disc. 





Understood to be a minor war in the offing between NBC and Charlie 
Hughes over a show title, ‘Grand Central Station.’ Hughes is, at present, 
airing a transcribed series under that name to plug his 42nd Street cos- 
metics. 

It is also the title of the forthcoming NBC-Listerine series, and Hughes 
is reported to claim this as unfair competition, inasmuch as both are drug- 
store products. 





Des Moines may soon compete with Philadelphia as the ‘city of brotherly 
love’ if local stations continue to trade talent. 

KSO and KRNT furnished WHO with a string band to use on some 
fair dates in Nebraska last week while the Four Dons, WHO string en- 
semble, who were unable to leave town, pinch-hitted on KRNT’s Hawkeye 
Dinner Time program for the boys in Nebraska. 





Baseball broadcasters on General Mills shots compete for cash prizes 
for the best ad lib plugs delivered during descriptions of games, it is said. 
Awards are made daily, $2 being paid for each ‘quick one’ voted a winner. 
Field engineers are reported to be the checkers on the entries. Mikers are 


| expected to be able to repeat the exact phraseology used in the spot- 


development blurbs. 





Understood that a new set-up is coming for the Lady Esther-Wayne King 
stanza. According to reports, Lord & Thomas and King are making over- 


tures to the Ranch Boys to come over, and things are at the price-haggling 
stage. 





Montgomery Ward and its agency are doing their best to keep secret 


|the fact that Joe Emerson of ‘Hymns of All Churches’ is ‘Neighbor Jim’ 


of MW’'s transcribed series. 





‘Today’s Children,’ NBC-Pillsbury Flour serial originating in Chicago, is 
handing out renewal notices every 13 weeks for extra publicity notices. 
Show is actually signed until June 15, 1938. 





| warbler, now doing ‘Troubadour of 


tar, has moved from its old quarters 
in the Hotel Devoy and occupies 
new air-conditioned studios on the 
main and second floors of the Co- 
lumbia Mutual Tower, second largest 
building in Memphis. 





Free & Peters appointed as ex- 
clusive national reps for Westing- 
house stations WOWO and WGL. 


Don Bovay, former WLW, Philly, 


Melody’ 
a. Mm. 


program on 
across the board. 


WCAU at 8 


Viola Cawood Flowers, who con- 





ducted ‘Famous Philadelphia Women’ 
show on WIP last season, has been 


named radio director of the largest | 


| Florida 


department store in her home town 
of Louisville. She'll supervise and 


spiel all the store’s programs on 
WAVE. 
Bill Dyer, ball-game gabber for 


WCAU, Philly, was named an ‘hon- 
orary marshal’ of the Spring City 
fire dept last Thursday. Day was 
tagged ‘Bill Dyer Day’ and fire com- 
panies from all surrounding towns 
paraded in his honor. 


Allen Scott, off the air since last 
February, is back in Philly on a 10- 
minute nightly spot at WFIL for 
Adams Clothes. His comment and 
‘News Behind the Headlines’ was 
last heard on WCAU. Has been in 
and New York in the in 
terim. 
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PLENTY OF HEADACHES 
FOR CBC 50,000 WATTER: 


Toronto, Sept. 7. 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp, en- 
gineers engaged in erecting this 
country’s first 50,000 watt station at 
Hornby, 30 miles from here, are 
faced with more than technical prob- 
lems. They have to pacify nearby 
farmers and the Pee] County Wom- 
en’s Institute as well. 

Natives have an idea the new sta- 





tion will be so strong it will blanket 
reception in their corner of the} 
woods. Women’s institute sent in| 
a petition which resulted in the CBC 
ordering 5.000 wave traps to be in- 
stalled on sets being blanketed 

Another unhappy thought with the 
farmers is that the 647-foot tower 
recently erected isn’t going to do the 
crops any good. Squawk is that it 
may keep low clouds passing 
over, resulting in continuous 
rain in surrounding districts. Engi- 
neers haven't thought of an answer 
for that one yet. 


from 


4h; 
thus 


WOR on 42d St. Roof 

WOR, Newark, has taken a year’s 
lease on the New Amsterdam Roof, 
original of the Times Square broad- 
casting studios. Station has tagged 
it the WOR-Mutual Playhouse, but 
the -vot is being made available to 
advertisers from other networks. 
Alreadys set to originate from the 
roof are the Rudy Vallee-Royal 
Gelatin show and ‘Hobby Lobby,’ 
Hudson’s coming entry on CBS. 
Vallee program used this studio 
prior to the opening of NBC’s Radio 
City plant. 


Spot is being redecorated and a 
new set of pickup equipment in- 
stalled. 


. > . . 
Rubin’s Sillies 

- Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

First of a contemplated series of 
satires on historical romances, with 
Benny Rubin as the chief funmaker, 
was waxed last week under the title 
of ‘Great Love’ by Music Corp. and 
shipped east. 

Carl Hoff batoned the music, with 





Loretta Lee vocalizing. 











In Character 


— — 


Femme members of the casts 
used on ‘The St. Anthony Hour,’ 
Sunday a.m. half-hour spon- 
sored over WHN, N. Y., and 
four stations of the Colonial 
(New England) web, have been 
requested to use no cosmetics 
at all when broadcasting or re- 
hearsing. 

Sponsor is the Graymoor 
Monastery of Franciscan Friars 
at Garrison, N. Y. Femme air- 
ers, regular professional radio 
troupers, were so requested be- 
cause the Friars do not believe 
makeup is in tune with the 
‘religious atmosphere’ of the 

‘ dramatizations of the lives of 
Catholic saints, 











The Flying Seyforths 


St. 

Danny Seyforth, talent director of 
KWK, is rapidly rolling up a record 
of being one of the town’s best pa- 
trons of air liners. Since his wife, 
known on radio as Tommie Birch, 
joined Roger Pryor’s orch at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel as a fea- 
tured songster six weeks ago, Sey- 
forth has been spending all his week- 
ends in Chicago. 

Makes trips both ways via air, 
returning in time to resume duties 
Monday morning. Mrs. Seyforth was 
a member of KWK’s staff until Pryor 
grabbed her. 


Louis, Sept. 7 


Ask 5th Atlanta Station 


Atlanta, Sept. 7. 


Construction permit ‘application 


has been filed before the FCC by the 


Constitution Publishing Co., for a 
new Atlanta station to operate on 
1,240 kilocycles with 1,000 watts 
night and 5 kw day. 

This would give Atlanta five sta- 
tions. 

Constitution once owned WGST, 
which was given to Georgia Tech 
by Clark Howell, Sr., late publisher 
of that paper. Newly _ created 
Georgia Radio Commission is prepar- 
ing to take over operation of WGST. 


2D JESUIT STATION, 
WEW, GOING COMMERSH 


St. Louis, Sept. 7. 

| A. S. Foster, for six years busi- 
|ness manager, and Fr. Wallace A. 
| Burke, S. J., director of WWL, oper- 
}ated by Loyola University of New 
| Orleans, are in St. Louis to take over 
WEW, operated by St. Louis Uni- 
| versity, another Jesuit institution. 

| WEW which has never accepted 
|commercial accounts in its 11 years 
of operation will enter the commer- 
cial field in this territory and will 
use the same methods of operation 
so successful at WWL. 
| Contract for Foster 





and Father 


Burke to manage WEW was formally 
drawn today Modern studios and 
business offices for WEW will be 
{located in the downtown district 
transferring these facilities from the 
Wniversity building in the central 
ection of the town, 
| Jackson Up at WGPC 
| Albany, Ga., Sept. 7. 
Tom Jackson, former program di- 
| rector at WRBL, Columbus, Ga., has 
jtaken over the managerial reins at 
| WGPC here. Both stations are 
| owned by J. W. Woodruff, Sr., of 
| Columbus, who also owns WATL, | 
Atlanta 

Combination of ailing molars and 


backfiring tonsils put Jackson on the 
hospital shelf for a time shortly after 
he took over, but he’s navigating now 
and attending to the station’s biz. 


} 


Other new faces around WGPRC 
;are Ross Smitherman, formerly of 
WALA, Mobile, Ala., vocalist-an- 


nouncer, A. G. Smith, of Columbus, 
|salesman, and James Cunningham, of 
| Jacksonvilie, Fla., engineer, 


|Showing Off Marg. Daum 


Margaret Daum, back from a sum- 
mer with the St. Louis municipal al 
fresco opera, goes on the weekly 
(Friday, 6-6:30 p.m.) sustaining pr>- 
gram with Howard Barlow. Return 
is Friday (10). 

Handled by CBS Artists, Inc., the 
program will be used as a showcase 
for the soprano, for whom Columbia 
is trying to unearth a sponsor, 





Govt 











And If She Weds? 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 


Latest among the femmes at 
KYW is the OMFL Club. 
Members are Carlotta Dale, 


Paula Markmann, Edith Roday 
and Rosalind Stewart. 


OMFL means ‘off men _ for 
life Penalties are 5c. if a guy 
calls a member up; 10c. if she 
calls the guy; 25c. if she has a 


date, 














Sauter Again on Philly 
| Orch Series; Monday Nites | 


James E. Sauter will again produce 
the Philadelphia series, 
underwritten by a group of banks 
The 9 to 10 p.m. spot on the NBC- 
blue Monday nights has been bought 
for the concerts, which this season 
'}debut Oct. 18. 

Eugene Ormandy will be the 
jlar conductor, with Fritz Reiner, 
Jose Iturbi and Alexander Smallens 
as guest batonists. Feodor Chaliapin 
is set as guest soloist for the initial 
session, while W. M. Kiplinger, who 
puts out a Washington newsletter, 
and Dr. Neil Carothers, economist 
and teacher, will supply the palaver 


orchestra 





regu 


B. & B.’s Cope on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Donald Cope arrived in Hollywood 
today (Tues.) to assume supervision 
of Benton & Bowles’ programs origi- 
nating on the Toast. Cope is taking 
over for Herschel Williams, who is 
returning east under medical advice 
to take a long rest. 

Cope was western production chief 








for NBC before joining B & B. ] 


| studio, 22 
’ 
room, 


Studio Under Way in D. C.; 
Will Be Used for Educationals 


> -_—- 


Washington, Sept. 7. 
of the 
broadcasting 


Fabriction first govern- 


ment-owned station is 
now under way. Interior Depart- 
ment expects to open the intial Fed- 
eral studios in November. 

Contracts for construction of quar- 


ters 


for airing speeches, educational 


programs, and musical numbers were 
awarded last week, following release 
of funds to complete the plans made 
some months back No transmitter 
in prospect immediately tudios 
being linked with three webs °' 


local chain outlets 
Calling 


for an outlay of $88,200, the 
order given to Industrial Fireproof 
ing Corp. of N. Y. covers one large 
studio, 41 by 25% feet, and one small 


by 13% feet, plus waiting 
offices, audition and 
control quarters. Biggest studio will 
be two stories high, with a balcony 


room, 


on one side, where spectators may 
watch the broadcast through plate- 
glass windows. 


Studios are scientifically designed. 
Will be completely isolated from the 
rest of two-block- 
ture, insulated and 
sound-proof entrances. 
of cork and other 
terials. 

Educational programs prepared by 
the Department’s Office of Educa- 
tion, along with periodical talks by 
cabinet officers and other Federal 
execs, will be aired through the new 
quarters. Legislation for a govern- 
ment-owned transmitter is pending 
in Congress and will be pushed next 
winter to complete the Federal 
debut into radio biz. 


the square 
protected 

Liberal 
deadening 


struc- 
by 
use 
ma- 


2 NBC SALESMEN SHIFT 
Two NBC salesmen quit this week, 
Walter Duncan and Robert R. Eagan. 
Former becomes sales manager of 
WNEW, N. Y., on Sept. 15. Eagan ig 
joining This Week, weekly publica- 
tion for Sunday newspaper insertion, 











.. Satisfied listeners 


.-- Satisfied dealers 


.- Satisfied sponsors 


UAL aoe 


50,000 WATTS 


SATISFIES* 


*xApologies to Chesterfield 








ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 
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| 
= | grams weekly. Freitag agency, At-| 
A lanta, placed. 
selicles—ponsors a 
Hinds Honey and Almond Cream, | 
: ~ 7 . sor - . 7 
wr gg ee Mie oe | ( Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas ) 
ime les at K s / les).| grams already sponsored on Mon-| x 2 - ine a 
i eal rahe peble te ig sbolished aay We Sonadan. Sal Friday nizhts| Programs will ride Mondays through | Personal Telegrams contests, with list of prizes going to 
sce d . . . 7» “ . J > 


at the same time, 7:00 to 7:15 p.m. 
PST. Saturday contract expires Dec. 


pens 
Bauer & Black will air ‘Lady of | 
4 anmcari ~ ' 
Miliions, May Robson transcription | 11. 


series, over KNX (Hollywood) for 20 | 


lee 
Ww ees. 


Father Charles E. Coughiin’s N.Y. 
outlet when he returns in late Oc- 
Inc. (hand! tober to the ether will be WMCA. 
hour for | Radio priest is using a special hook- 

its Sunday night ‘Behind the Micro-| up of stations chosen by himself. 
phone’ programs with Buddy Twiss | —-— 
KPO, San Francisco. Formerly Coca Cola will underwrite the 25 





Pacquin Laboratories, 
lotion), is trying an earlier 


oO a | 

aired at 8:00 p.m., PST, show moved | football. broadcasts . which WHBQ 

to 7:15 p.m. last Sunday (29). Memphis. has. already set for the 

weenie: fall These. will take in all home 

Gallem Kamp Stores Co. (shoe| games of Sou'hwestern University 

, ae butors) will extend its radio} and as many of the roads as will be 

d srtising to Washington and Ore- made available for airing Als)? 

ron on Sept. 26, when its ‘Professor| some of the wcal high school en- 

Puzzle A it” program moves to Sun-/ counters 

jays at 4:00 p.m., PST, over four 

coast NBC-Red outlets—KPO, San! Gardmer Advertising Co. of St 

Francisco, KOMO, Seattle, KGW, | Louis placed a 7 a.m. transcribed 

Portland, and KFI, Los Angeles.| program on WGY, Schenectady, 

Half-hour shows now being aired | thrice weekly, for one year beginning 


Tuesday nights at 7:30 over two blue | Aug. 30, to advertise poultry feed for 
web stations, KGO and KECA, and/|Ralston’s Purina Mills. 


four supplementaries, KFBK, KWG, | Neighbor, Sing,” waxed features Chic 


KMJ and KERN, in Cal. Larry Martin, p et-philosopher; El rise 
Keating. NBC mikeman, is the Prof Rowan, organ Shirley Sad 
‘ontralto Eddie La Rue electric 
Granat Bros. (jewelers), through steel guita and : Harold and 
: ° Trnie . wir . lly ra 
Long agency, has signed a years Ernie Garvin and Paul Fillmore, 
eontract for a weekly studio pro-| vocal. 
gram over KSFO, San Francisco. oe 
jnnignnintin | Victor Brewing Co., makers of 
Campbell Cereal Co., Minneapolis Old Shay Ale, has renewed ‘Night 


through Emil Bris-| at the Inn’ program, which has been 
San Francisco, is hitting 7:30 to 8 Wednesday night 
twice-weekly transcribed | SPOt over pte ge too oe for 26 
> “seg | WeeKS more. how features 
oe REPO, “San Feancsce. | Truxell’s orch, Bob Carter, The Three 
Maids and Tavern Players. Placed 

N. W. | by Earl Bothwell agency. 


(Malt-o-Meal), 
acher & Siaff, 
placing 

programs 
Contract is for 26 weeks. 


W. T. Grant Stores, through 
Ayer & Son, N. Y., has signed 26- | 
»ek contract for transcribed pro-| Father 


sate °° "Tablets 
grams thrice weekly on KSFO, San | : 


Mollinger’s Indigestion 
has signed with WWSW, 
Pittsburgh, for 13 quarter-hour Sun- 


| Fridays, 8:30-8:45 a.m. 


WBAP, Fort} 
Worth, will feed. Scripts are turned | 


out by Della West Decker. 





San Francisco. 
Three hundred personal tele- 
‘rams, calling attention to the open- 
ing of the new 5,000-watt KSFO 
transmitter, were scnt to local offices 


entrants who guess the most 
correct relative standings of t 
tion’s leading elevens. 
Atlantic is also promoting jts 
broadcasts by distribution of week. 


nearly 
he na- 





Titled ‘Sing, 


Earl 


Francisco 


Appliance Society 
conducting. an 


Gas 
which 


is 


ts the list. 





of Cal., 
intensive | 
campaign at. present on several local 
stations, has added KSFO and KJBS, 
San Francisco, and KQW, San Jose, 
Jean Scott Frickelton | 


day night spots (6:30) dramatizing 
episodes in the life of Father Mol- 
linger, Pittsburgh priest who 
achieved considerable fame in the} 
medical profession. Placed by Earl 


Bothwell agency. 


hs ERET 


ee 


Se 


SES PPS as tw 





agency handled. 


series of Friday night half-hours, 
7:30-8 p.m., for Koppers Coke Co. 


Rodney Benson (motor car dealer) | over two NBC stations, WEAF, N. Y. 
started this week with a series Of| and KYW, Philly. Orch starts 13- 


35 announcements weekly on! week run Sept. 24. B.B.D.&O. placed. 

WNEW, N. Y. Schillin agency | nhneapeniis 

placed. Canada Dry starts sponsoring | 

———e thrice-weekly 15-min. newscasts on 

Rees Bros. (clothing), through) WOR Oct. 4. J. M. Mathes placed. 
Emil: Brisacher & Staff, is adding) cvitnanscocoast 

Saturday broadcasts. of Ernie| Comet Rice on WPTF, Raleigh, 


Smith’s ‘Sports Page of the Air’| N. C., with three quarter-hour pro- 


Eddy Duchin orch set for weekly | 


placed over WGY, Schenectady, by 
Charles Michelson, of Barnshaw Ra- 
dio Prods., N. Y. United 
which recently completed 52 weeks 


| with ‘Chandu the Magician,’ is spon- 


soring the Show 
waxed. 
Michelson has also placed 26 pro- 


grams of ‘Radio Short Stories’ on 


new series. 1S 


| WDRC, Hartford, Conn., for the Salz 


of that 
handled. 


Styie 
Gross 


Shop 


agency 


city. Julian 
Speedy-Cue 


| Sound Effect Record Co., of Los An- 


geles, has appointed Michelson its 
| eastern distrib. 
j 





Apex Rotarex Manufacturing Co.., 
through Emil Brisacher & Staff, San 


|Francisco, will participate in the 
\‘Feminine Fancies’ programs Tues- | 
days starting Sept. 7 for 27 weeks 
lover the Don Lee chain. 

Chevrolet. Motor Co., through | 
Campbell-Ewald, Detroit, has re- 
newed its ‘Musical Moments’ plat- 


'ters-on KGO, San Francisco, twice | 


weekly for another 13-week stretch, 
starting Sept. 6. 








...newcomers to the realm of success- 
ful advertisers in the Cincinnati area. 


There is a reason. 


ROBERT G. JENNINGS, 


in Charge of Sales and Programs, Cincinnati 








services for Minnesota’s late Gov- 


, ;}ernor Floyd B. Olson when the sta- 
Baking, | 


tion aired a waxed ‘ghost voice’ of 
Olson as part of the program. 

Disc; containing 
last major address before his death 
1936, 


in was fed to the radio au- 
dience from KDAL’s studios. Au-| 
dience at the services heard ‘the 


voice beyond the grave’ with the aid 


a portion of his| 


Dari-Rich (Bovey's, Inc.) has) of national agencies, as well as to|ly forecast sheets, giving probable 
switched from Russell C. Comer to/ all local agencies, by Phil Lasky,| winners of .principal games and 
Stack-Goble agency. Account’s pres-| general manager. Wires were sent| ranking of teams. Million schedule 
ent series, ‘Adventures of Dari-Dan,’| the night before the Columbia} books containing programs of 178 
on the NBC red (WEAF) will be! Broadcasting outlet began operating! colleges and Stations airing their 
dropped the first week in October officially on its increased power, re-| games are also to be given out. Sec- 
aa other ‘gram It will be| Minding the recipients to tune in the | tion of this book will tell ‘How to 
for = = ogi. a ile _| following morning. Hear a Football Game 
eee “enen Tracy’ or ‘Terry and th Rev. G. Phillips, who participated ; 

Pirates in the station’s opening ceremonies Engraved Invitations 
in 1925, did a repeat for the new Covington, Ky 

Terre Haute Brewing Co., through| transmitter pronouncir, a benedic- WCKY issued some 10,000 ye 
Arbee Agency, Terre Haute, began| “0M as the switch was thrown open. | grayed invitations to busine ; execu. 
daily announcements over KMOX , Re Ta wr | tives throughout the station’s half 
St. Louis Announcements every Helping Things Along—Not: millivolt primary coverage area, call- 
Tuesday and ‘Thursday, for indef ee nn Wthvan on ne . rat in > bo ge econ pelle Plaga aha of : 
period, bought over KMOX by Sim-| paners here wasn’t salved any by Bpccia ewst _ Ss ries. ts a daily 

a ; . ? hon ’ | five-minute period, starting at 8:30 
mons Co. the siation’s attempt to wean away/am., featuring general news flashes 
iste the newspapers traditional: fight industrial news and the opening of 

Three Star Launary using 15 crowds the night of the Louis-Farr| the London stock market, as supplied 
minute weekly periods on WJJD, — by ae ve. a FP te ww by Transradio Press. 

Chicago. ante agy Mn sediln oats system fed) L. B. Wilson, WCKY prez, is hav- 
eee Fans were invited to park in the | — ae Seeeree Se Semen that 

I . ; aay ss pied Ferme Rp Scraper ; | businessmen can. get the news in 

ronized Yeast starts a transcrip- | garage, adjoining the 17-story build-| .ansyle form while at breakfast or 
tion campaign on a group of Ca-/ ing in which the station is located, | while driving to the office. The use 
nadian stations Sept. 20, using 15- and hear - blow-by-blow description of the engraved invitation for this 
minute programs th Whisvering ol une mgnt as p ed over the ail particular purpose is a novelty in 
Jack Smith and band twice rel], es r ins-rad » flashes broadcasting. 

ach ‘ Garage figured on sale of bee 
Outlets booked for the campaign by | and soft drinks to the drive-ins to 
Ruthrauff & Ryan are CKY, Winne-| compensate for the use of parking Home-Base Dialog 
peg; CJCA, Calgary; CKCK, Regina, | privileges. | Chicago. 

;and CFCF, Montreal. as Promotional stuff Alexander Mc- 
icine Ghost Voice {Queen is getting out to sell his 

Series of 130 episodes of “The Duluth, - ‘Nothing But the Truth’ series is 
Count of Monte Cristo’ have been Neat touch was added to KDAL’s | rating a lot of talk. 

special event broadcast of memorial} Sent to ad agency men, the main 


|piece is a sheet of dialog between 
the agency man and his client, with 





the’ former selling the McQueen 
show. McQueen has the ad man’s 
typed in, so the guy geiting 


ame 
the thing sees himself arguing for the 
| program as he reads. 
Also enclosed is a short letter and 
|reproduction of a photostatic blow- 
up of comment formerly given the 


of receivers installed in the hall. | show. 
Slogan Contest Ohie Fair Starts 
Atlanta. Columbus. 
Big help in. getting WAGA, At- Staffs of two radio stations here 


lanta’s fourth and newest station off | are recuperating after a week of ex- 


to a good start and keeping it be-| tensive broadcasting from the Ohio 
fore the public’s mind, was a slogan) State Fair. 








contest. 

NBC’s blue outlet here, the sta- 
tion styled itself Atlanta’s ‘Blue 
Ribbon Station’ and decorative motif 
of the layout is blue and 
Winning slogan was ‘Atlanta’s Wave 
of Welcome’ and winner received an 


| expensive ‘NBC Blue Net Gown.’ 


Bull Fight 
Dallas. 


WFAA, Dallas, will air one of the | 


series of bull 
Greater Texas 
Exposition will stage between Sept. 3 
and 18. All the color and formality 
of this type of event, except the kill, 
is figured on. 

Promoters with the fights appar- 
ently anticipate no opposition from 
the humane societies. 

Football Bally 
Philadelphia. 

Atlantic Refining is planning to 
spend $50,000 for space in newspa- 
pers and college alumni bulletins to 
ballyhoo airings of football games. 
Company will also run eight weekly 


fights which the 


silver. | 


and Pan-American | 


WBNS promotion department esti- 
| mates 21,000 watched the broadcasts 
from its tent-studio on the Fair- 
grounds, where nearly all local proe 
grams between noon and 7 p. m 
originated. 

After drawing 7,000 into the Fair- 
grounds Coliseum last Sunday (28) 
for a two-hour amateur broadcast, 
WHKC moved to an outdoor band- 
stand for the balance of the week. 
Station has a large rural following 
and crowds stood around stand con- 
tinually during the broadcast periods. 





Fight Shew 


Elk City, Okla. 

Elk theatre and Elk City Daily 
News worked together to stage a 
show during the Louis-Farr heavy- 
weight fight. 

Local radio and electric co. rigged 
up loudspeakers for the theatre au- 
dience to hear the blow-by-blow ac- 
count. Johnny Wisdom, house man- 
ager, provided bridge tables in the 
foyer for those who did not care to 





listen to the fight, but wished to sce 


i the show. 
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Huge Appetite 


© From 32 years of brilliant newspaper pub- 
lishing experience, 


KLZ two years ago took 
formula for its crack news serv- 


ice... began delivering four times daily the 
freshest, meatiest, most satisfying package of 


gia news the Denver-Rocky Mountain region has 
wr ever received. 

; Today KLZ’s complete and balanced news 
menu is one of the headline attractions with 
3 which it holds majority listener interest in 









this region. 


RAIL DENVER 


Affiliated in Managemeni with WKY 
and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 


Representative - E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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“Allantic-Sponsored Football Games 


Complete and final lineup of foctball games which Atlantic Refining has 
secured for sponsorship this autumn numbers 163 fracases. 

Bankroller last year sponsored 112 games. 
much more extensive, as can be gathered from fact Atlantic is spending 
$250,000 as against $260,000 last fall. 

Complete schedules of Pennsylvania. Temple, Villanova, Pittsburgh, 
Carnegie Tech, Duke, Delaware, Georgia, Florida, Holy Cross, Albright, 





Station layout this year is | 


Furman, Franklin & Marshall, Lafayette, Maryland, Richmond, Boston Col- | 


DETROIT NOT SET YET 


lege have been lined up, along with seven Syracuse contests and five of 
Cornell's Big Red. 

Atlantic has bought stations in bulk and is concentrating each Saturday 
during the season on one game, the tilt figured most imposing. Each of 
these games gets a fan-spread over stations extending the length of the 
eastern seaboard. One member of the midwestern Big Ten, Ohio State, 
has been nailed and its games will be aired over a hookup of four Buckeye 
Siate stations. 

Princeton and Harvard nixed overtures of Atlantic for commercial spon- 
sorship, but the fuel firm gets a Princeton game, that with Cornell, and 
gets it from the Tigers’ home lot at Palmer Stadium. Cornell made the 
arrangements and also gets the money. 
by Cornell on the stipulation that the 
hookup of upper New York stations. 

Another new wrinkle introdueed this year by Atlantic will be the com- 
petition with itself in different localities.. Two Syracuse stations, WSYR 
and WFBL, will oppose one another, former with Svracuse games, latter 
with Cornell contests. WEEI, Boston, will carry Holy Cross, while WBZ 
takes care of Boston College simultaneously. 

In Philadelphia, WCAU has Penn, KYW Villanova and WIP Temple; in 
Pittsburgh Carnegie games are on KDKA, Duquesne on WWSW and Pitt on 
WCAE:. WRNL and WRVA in Richmond oppose each other each Saturday 


game be broadcast only over a 


‘with different games under Atlantic sponsorship; ditto WDRC and WTIC 


in Hartford, WORC and WTAG in Worcester, 
WHAM and WHEC in Rochester 

That is the first time an air sponsor has ever gone 
itself in quite such a manner. 


BLAZE-TRAILING THE 


WBEN and WGR in Buffalo, 


into competition with 


U. of Utah Says No 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 7. 


ESKIMAUX: GOOD WILL University of Utah officials have 
’ ; : - : 

nixed airing of the school’s five 

hi aeons: home grid games this fall, acting in 


Seattle, Sept. 7. 
Harriet Malstrom, radio entertain- 


accord with a policy outlined by the 
Rocky Mountain Conference Footbal] 





, .t4 a lhc ae Ass'n. Initial game is Oct. 2. 

-« apeasitanst ag spapsie: were me) Both local stations, KDYL and 
will present her ‘one woman’ show in |KSL, orphaned ideas of selling the 
16 different towns as good-will am- |time to several sponsors, but will 
bassador for various hotels. abandon the idea. 

She presents a two-hour show and 
some times hires an orchestra and 
gives a dance after her presenta- Gisler to Hot Springs 
tion. Miss Malstrom, who is a musi- | 


Nashville, Sept. 7. 
| Steve Gisler has left the general 
| managership of WSIX to assume the 
same spot at KTHS, Hot Springs, 
Ark. 

No successor yet at WSIX. J. M. 
Draughton, co-owner of the station, 
is taking over the directorial reins. 


cian and comedian, was cast in ‘One 
Man’s Family’ for a time. 





Ben Larsen, of Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency, left for Hollywood to act as 
program consultant on Al Jolson’s 
Lifebuoy program, 


Princeton agreed when approached | 





Appropriate 





Columbus, Sept. 7. 


John Adams, WHKC radio 
actor, was so late he almost 
missed last week’s broadcast of 
‘Death Rides the Road,’ safety 
serial in which he plays the 
titie role. 

Seems he was picked up by 
a cop for speeding. 














ON FOOTBALL LINEUPS 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 
Football airings situation here this 


fall lines up as follows: 


WJBK will broadcast all games of 
the Detroit pro grid eleven, 
under sponsorship of Chrysler Corp. 
Harry Wismer, sports announcer at 
WJR will mike the home games 
while Al Nagler, WJBK sportscaster, 


Lions. 


will reconstruct the out-of-town 
contests. WJBK aired the Lions’ 
games last year. 

WJBK is also dickering for the 
University .of. Detroit home games, 
which were broadcast last year by 
the station but it is understood the 
school officials are holding their 
price too high Likelihood is the} 


figure will drop in time-for the open- 
ing kickoff, as the U. of D. is under- 
stood to have benefitted consider- 
ably by the airings last fall. 

Both WWJ and WJR are dicker- 
ing for the Univ. of Michigan grid 
contests. Former has aired games 
in the past and is understood to have 
several prospective sponsors lined 
up, but WJR is still in the fight. 
Considered likely it will be worked 
out sometime this week 


Inside Dope 
Seattle, Sept. 7. 
Starting Sept. 19, Lundquist-Lilly, 
local clothiers, are sponsoring a 


sports program over KJR featuring 
‘Tubby’ Graves, assistant University 
of Washington football coach. 

Program consists of inside dope on 
football, interviews of personalities 
and problems in football strategy for 
listeners to solve, the winners re- 
ceiving ducats to a game. 


Head 





After nearly two months of jock- 





21 Punt-by-Punters Set 


|Atlantic’s Football Describers Chosen After Several 


aches 


way back from Philly, Bartlett will 





| eying, jousting and haggling, Atlantic | stop off in Athens and watch the 
| Refining has finally lined up and rece Ula maa 0g PACES, 
. ..| mee ne gridsters, atten “es 
pacted the 21 announcers and their " bee ated . —— 
and get some inside dope on the 
| resp€ctive observers to describe the! team. 
| 163 college grid games which the | a 
fuel firm is sponsoring this autumn. ‘ 
| All along the route, the sponsor en- Old bil T 
saiiaas smobile, 100 

countered small snags. Some of the 

' wh¢ wario 0 le » loact | 
boys who worked for Atiantic last| Lansing, Mich., Sept. 7. 


football season wanted more money | 
and it took time to 
that matter. Some of| 
the newly selected palaverers ta few 
used last year were not considered | 
this year by the sponsor) also hag- 
gled over monetary terms 

Greatest gob of grief met was ar- 
| ranging to have the con- 
; venient to the games on their sched- 
‘ules. Announcers all work for vari- 
ous stations up and down the Atlan- 
tic seaboard and have to hold down 
their spots during the week as wel! 
as slip away on Saturdays the 


this year, some 


smootn over 


spielers 





fo 


games, 

Another nut had te be} 
cracked was assigning to each de- 
scriber an observer who. proved 
agreeable, and vice versa. Atlantic] 
| did not permit the spielers to choose | 
their own ction, | 
chosen audi- | 


which 


observers of 
since all were 
tion basis. 

Les Qualey did most of the 


seic 


on an 


work 


Atlantic’s advertising 
N. W. Ayer, agency on 


had word in the 


tandem with 
| department. 
the account, 
matter. 


no 


Atlanta, Sept. 7. 

Marcus Bartlett, musical director 
of WSB, has put his baton in moth- 
balls and will catch a train for Phila- 
|delphia, where he will attend the 
| football broadcasting training school 
for all mikemen who will describe 
| NBC airings of games sponsored by 
the Atlantic Refining Co. 

Bartlett’s particular chores will be 
miking of games participated in by 


|Georgia U. Bulldogs, whose home 
| grounds are at Athens, Ga. On his 


| Methodist 


of setting the describers, working in} 


Oldsmobile is entering the sper't- 
casting field this fall. Initial move 
in that direction involves the ex- 
Clusive tieup of the Michigan State 
College football games. 

Entire schedule of nine games will 
originate from WJIM, Lansing, and 
be routed over the Michigan Net- 
work. Howard Finch will head the 
announcer contingent on the side- 
lines. Will make the first time that 
the MSC events have beén carried 
on a siate hookup. 

D. P. Brother is 


agency 


the placement 


SMU Coach Talks 


To advertise its fall line of hats, 


the Willard Hat Co., of Dallas, has 
engaged the services of Head Foot- 
ball Coach Matty Bell, of Southern 


University, Dallas, 
series of seven consecutive 
football talks. 

Started Sept. 3, the series will be 
broadcast each Friday, 6:15-6:30 
'p.m., from KRLD, Dallas, Coach 
Bell, on each broadcast, will select 
| the outstanding backfielder and line 
| player of the week in the South- 
western conference. 

Agency: W. C. Grant Advertising, 
Inc., Dallas. 


for a 
weekly 





Radio stork apparently dropped al’. 
the September babes on the stoop of 
WIP, Philly. Seven staffers’ birth- 
day this month. They are Cliff 
| Harris, Tony Grillo, Edna Whitting- 
ton, Anne Schmidt, Carolyn Ann 
Cross, James Peterson and Reginald 
Harris. 
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He’s our boss. 


AJESTY 


=THE LISTENER 


It’s up to our creative department 


to please him. And a swell job it is doing, judging 


from the flood of response that WLW -created shows 


are receiving. From the basic idea ... to the actual 
production of a show, WLW is fully equipped to 


present your sales message forcefully, entertainingly 


and resultfully to the largest single-station audience 


in America. 
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BICYCLING CHICLE CO. 


Campaign using one-min. transcrip- 
tions for Adams Clove Chewing 
Gum, now getting underway, is being 


| 


DISKS IN DIXIE BALLY 


| 
| 


| 


| eral Communications Commission last week took the 





| 


conducted on the old-fashioned 
early-radio idea of bicycling the 
dises town-to-town, station-to-sta- 
tion 

All 35 of the stations being used 
are south of Mason-Dixon, and the 
number of spots on each varies from | 
two to 20. In view of the fact the | 
broadcast blast is being conducted | 
concurrently with a street sampling 

I ynsor is do th 

i tne yavemen V iwa 
i! ti ‘Ss WI1LN I n 
to » town and lending them to 
itions being used. After each 
station |} aired its qucta of the 
Aca ptior they are picked up 

and 1 on té the next stop. 





PROGRESS 


@ METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
Affiliated with the world’s 
largest motion picture studio. 


@ LOEW'S THEATRES 
Exploitation possibilities 
abound through our thea- 
tre-chain affiliations. 


© SHOWMANSHIP AWARD 
Chosen byVarietyas NewYork’s 
Showmanship Station No. 1. 


@ WLW LINE 
A combination of stations 
that offers the biggest buy 
in broadcasting today. 


@ DUPLICATE COVERAGE 
Network sponsors use WHN 
for duplicate coverage — 
and extra sales! 


@ PROGRAM PLANNING 
Experience and showmanship 
create the air’s most talked- 
about programs. 


ma telolemas Wak: 
DAY 


iheleloma sans 
NIGHT 











ALICE REMSEN 


Is pleased to announce 
HARVEY-WHIPPLE, INC. 
Has again-renewed contract with 
“CASTLES OF ROMANCE” 
On behalf of 


MASTER-KRAFT OIL BURNERS 
Tuesdays, 6:35 p. m., WIZ 











| renewal of license to Feb. 1, 





F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Sept. 7. 
Subject to ratification at its next meeting, the Fed- 


following action: 

Alabama: WAPI, Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Uni- 
versity of Alabama and Alabama State College Board 
of Control of Radio Broadcasting, Birmingham, granted 
1938, subject to the fol- 
lowing condition: ‘In issuing this license the Commis- 
sion takes notice of the pending applications of WOWO 


Frank Stollenwerck; more money trouble resulted in a 
recommendation for denial for a 100-watter proposed 
to be constructed at Kankakee. Applicants, Kenneth 
C. Baker, Harwell Gaus and V. A. Bernier, were found 
by Examiner Berry to be not financially capable of 
building an $11,525 transmitter, to be operated on 1500 
ke, although the father-in-law and mother-in-law of 
Baker were said to be willing to mortgage an 80-acre 
farm to raise the necessary cash. Three-man partner- 
ship, calling themselves the Key City Broadcasting 
Co., retained Harry W. Held. 

Iowa: Plea of KFNF, Shenandoah, for permission to 





— 


NEW 100 KW MEXICAN: 
STATION DUE OCT. 24 


San Diego, Sept. 7, 
Dedication of the new $150,000 
studio and 100,000 watt transmitter 
of XERB at Rosarito Beach, 29 miles 
below the border in Lower California, 
has been set for Oct. 24 by ™ P, 
Barbachano, president. 


Barbachano says that the Station 
will conform to the standards of 
American broadcasting and that 
questionable commercials will not be 





for modification of license and WWVA, KEX and up power from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw accepted. He also spikes reports that 
oO 1¢ 1C< ) i c all fi, 4d = e 7 . h, etati i Aintaiy P 4 . “ 
KVOO for construction permits and petitions associ- nights, 5 kw days, was favorably reported by Examiner | the station will maintain a studio in 
‘ j ( { ob \ 4 C abe < L ass e “ : ' ; : 

; ar 1 ,os Angeles for emotes 
ated therewith. In lieu of issuing a temporary license Bramhall Los r tes. 


and it appearing that the Commission will be unable 
hear and the applications of WOWO, 


to 


| WWVA. KEX and KVOO during the period of time 


issued upon the express 
be construed 


covered by this license, it Is 


condition that its issuance will not as a 


| finding by the Commission upon any of the issues to 
| be presented in said pending applications and petitions, 





and operation hereunder by WAPI will b construed 
as an acceptance of the condition herein provided.’ 

Alaska: KGBU, Alaska Radio and Service Co., Inc., 
Ketchikan, granted extension of present license on a 
temporary basis only until Oct. 1. 

Colorado: KGIW. Leonard E. Wilson, La Junta, 
granted renewal of present license for period ending 
Jan. 1. 

Florida: WFLA, Clearwater and St. Petersburg 
Chambers of Commerce, Clearwater, granted tempo- 
rary extension of license until Oct. 1, pending action 
on application for renewal; WJAX, City of Jackson- 
ville, Jacksonville, temporary extension of license to 


‘ 
Oct. 1, pending commish action on request for renewal; Selling and servicing radio receivers and electrical ap- N beget: orn 
WSUN Clearwater and St. Petersburg Chambers of Pliances, were sufficiently well-heeled to construct a eatin a. Y, 
Commerce Clearwater, temporary extension of license station on 1310 ke and profits from the electrical store « Bue—Seturdeys | 


until Oct. 1, pending action on renewal application. 

Indiana: WGRC, Northside Broadcasting Corp., New 
Albany, granted extension of license for one month 
period from Sept. 1, on temporary basis only, pending 
action taken by commish on pending renewal appli- 
cation. 

Kansas: KFBI, Farmers and Bankers Broadcasting 
Corp., Abilene, renewal of license for the period end- 
ing Feb. 1, 1938. 

Maine: WRDO, WRDO, Inc., Augusta, granted ex- 
tension of present license from Sept. 1 to Nov. 1, on 
a temporary basis only, subject to commish action on 
renewal application. 

Pennsylvania: WRAX, WRAX Broadcasting Co., 
Philadelphia, granted renewal of license on a tem- 
porary basis pending whatever action may be taken by 
the Commission on the application of WPEN, Phila- 
delphia. 

Texas: KGFI, Eagle Broadcasting Co., Inc., Corpus 
Christi, granted renewal of license for the period end- 
ing Jan. 1; KFDM, Sabire Broadcasting Co., Inc., Beau- 
mont, granted renewal of license from Sept. 1 to 
March 1. 

Wisconsin: WLBL, State of Wisconsin Dept. of Agri- 
culture and Markets, Stevens Point, granted temporary 
extension until Oct. 1, pending action on renewal 
application. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Juice-jump from 7% to 50 kw for KGO, 
San Francisco, received the nod from Examiner John 
P. Bramhall. National Broadcasting Company station, 
which is owned by General Electric Company, will 


stay on 790 ke channel with WGY, Schenectady trans- nearness of the Aberdeen transmitter would not stand G 
mitter which General Electric operates with 50 kw. up. Change from 1420 to 1390 ke and juice jump from FOR 
Mg wre of Pe by the rae of re © 100 watts to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days would im- BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
the District of Columbia on an earlier case in whic prove service and would not result in objectionabl 

the commish ruled that only one station could occupy em pes 0 HUMMERT, INC. 


a clear channel band, Bramhall held that Rule 116 did 
not apply in the NBC request. Some interference to 
KEHE, Los Angeles, would result from the power 
boost, the examiner found, but not ‘sufficiently serious 
to warrant the denial of this application.’ 

Under a contract with NBC, General Electric will 
shell out $280,000 for the new transmitting plant, if 
the application is granted. Set-up will include two 550- 
foot towers with a center radiator betweeh them 150 
feet high. 

Aubrey L. Ashby, Philip J. Hennessey and Henry 
Ladner appeared in behalf of KGO. 

Illinois: Desires of Robert Raymond McCulla to con- 
struct a daytime smailie at Oak Park were greater 
than his bankroll, Examiner Tyler Berry disclosed in a 
report recommending denial of the application. 

Applicant, who is making $75 a week and has $580 in 
the bank, is neither technically nor financially qualified 
to become a station owner, Berry held. _McCulla, who 
requested the 1500 kc frequency, was represented by 
+ 





Station, which operates on 890 kc, showed a thriving 
business record and offered a complete breakdown of 
its programs—most of which are concerned with agri- 
culture and flower-raising. Applicant was represented 
by Horace L. Lohnes and E. D. Johnston, 

Massachusetts: Ambitions of John W. Haigis, leading 
citizen and former state senator from Greenfield, to 
establish a new station at Greenfield were approved 
by Examiner Berry. 

Construction of a transmitter to be operated days 
only on 1210 kc with 250 watts would improve daytime 
service in the area proposed to be served, Berry found, 
and only interference in sight would occur to a pro- 
posed station at Holyoke whose application is now 
pending. Attorneys Louis C. Caldwell, Reed T. Rollo 
and Percy H. Russell, Jr., appeared in behalf of Haigis. 

Missouri: Granting of an application for a new day- 
time smallie at Poplar Bluff was okayed by Examiner 
Robert L. Irwin. 

Don M. Lidenton and A. L. McCarthy, engaged in 


—owned by McCarthy—promised to absorb any deficit 
that might result from operating the proposed trans- 
mitter. No lawyers were engaged by the pair, who 
did their own talking before a commish attorney. 

North Carolina: Daytime 100-watter for Hickory was 
indicated for Hickory, when Examiner Irwin turned in 
a favorable report on the application of the Hickory 
Broadcasting Co. for operation on 1370 ke with 100 
watts. 

Three-man partnership, consisting of A. Annas, K. C. 
Elliott and C. L. Green, local businessmen, would en- 
gage outside talent to operate the station, but will be 
active in the management and advertising. Group was 
represented by Elmer W. Pratt. 

Ohio: Juice-jump for WBNS, Columbus, will be 
recommended to the Broadcast Division by Examiner 
Irwin because of excellent financial condition of the 
station and fact that service to the community would 
be increased without any objectionable interference 
to other transmitters. 

Change from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw 
nights, 5 kw days would necessitate installation of a 
directional antenna for night use and construction of 
a new antenna tower, but outfit has a $35,000 nest-egg 
to spend on new equipment, Horace L. Lohnes ap- 
peared on behalf of WBNS. 

South Dakota: Frequency shift and power boost for 
KABR, Aberdeen, were favored by Examiner R, H. 
Hyde, after a thorough check-up by engineers to de- 
termine whether squawks of WHK, Cleveland, and 
KLRA, Little Rock, were justified. 

Testimony produced by the applicants appeared to 
show that the two complaining transmitters actually 
were located nearer to one another than either was to 
KABR and that, therefore, their argument regarding 


interference, Hyde held. Aberdeen group was repre- 
sented by Louis G. Caldwell, Reed T. Rollo and James 
H. Hanley. 

Texas: Boost of power for KGKO, Amon Carter sta- 
tion which last year was authorized to move from 
Wichita Falls to Fort Worth, was okayed by Examiner 
George H. Hill. 

Belated decision to apply for an increase from 250 
watts nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, 
and to pick a site that would serve both Fort Worth 
and Dallas, was approved by Hill on grounds of the 
need in the Fort Worth area for increased service. 
Operation of KGKO with the proposed power ‘would 
not be the predominant cause of interference ‘at night 
to WNAX, KMTR, WOSU, WKBN, WSYR, WMCA and 
WWNC or to any proposed service,, Hill said in his 
conclusions. Change from the original plans to give 
regional service to Fort Worth was explained by Hill 
as giving a ‘desirable and useful program service’ to 


Dallas, without injury to the service of any Dallas 
transmitter. 








By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER [EARS «xo |{EART-THROBS .. 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


IN.. 


for NBC. platterized for additional spotting. NBC NETWORK 
; aa)i. @ CKLW also covered the races, —— 
Presented by Ivory Soap 99/100 "/e pure which drew several hundred thou- 7 ssid : ' o— 
sand to Belle Isle course, shipping 
several preliminary. heats and the | AND HIS 
final race to Mutual. 
NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST [ff seeanmeadenatatslaienienen ORCHESTRA 
NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST | Sam Serota, freelancer, takes over JELLO 
COAST TO COAST ' nightly ‘Old Salt,’ fishing program 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY at WFIL, Philly. Succeeds Allen 7:00 7:30—NBC F\ 
MGT... ED WOLF—RKO 8495@,. NEW YORK CITY Franklin, who resigned. UUel- 


a 


afternoon, 


Palsy-Walsy 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 
In order to carry the final heat of 
the Gold Cup boat races Labor Day 
WWJ made special ar- 
rangements with WMBC to air the 
second game of a doubleheader be- 


ANOTHER RURAL SCRIPT 
Chicago, Sept. 7. 
New three-a-week script show has 
been signatured by the Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency here for 
the new Effaneff cough syrup prod- 


Entire project was financed with 
Mexican capital, Barbachano says, 





ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 


BUREAU. INC 





© 12-12:30 Pw. EDST 












ARTISTS M 
JIMMY BRIERLY 
JEANNE ELLIS 
KING’S MEN 

BOB LAWRENCE 

JOHNNY MERCER 

HARRY ROSENTHAL 

VIVIENNE SEGAL 

ARTISTS _MANAGEMENT 
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17 


East 45th Street, New York 
Tel. MU. 2-1888 























Masters 


Featuring 


DONNA DAE 


THIRD ENGAGEMENT 


COLLEGE INN, Chicago 


Crs 


HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 
PrROGKAM 


NEC -tttue 
CDs'T 


Conust-to-Coust 


Tuesaday 
7: 40-6 00 











tween Detroit Tigers - St. Louis| UCt 
Browns. Just prior to the first con- Titled ‘Jennie Peabody.’ it’s a MARIO 
test, WWJ aired color surrounding | rural scripter which will gallop aver 








7 





the big regatta and then switched 
to the ball game. 

At 4:10 p.m., Ty Tyson’s baseball 
play-by-play was transferred to 
WMBC so WWJ could air the races 


the Columbia wires out of Chicago 


at 3:30 p.m, Monday-Wednesday- 
Friday, 


BRAGGIOTTI 











Likely that the show will also be 
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EVER before has so great an opportunity arisen 
for closer cooperation between management and 
worker, between industry and the public. 

For mside the plant, man-to-man discussions and 
frank explanations have succeeded the curt command. 
And outside the plant, Public Opinion —the ultimate 
force in a democracy —is keenly alert. Alert... Con- 
cerned. .. Listening. Eager for the facts which will 
mould its judgment on the changing patterns in our 
industrial life. 

The most direct and intimate way of presenting 


— 
ee 
— 


your industry’s aims to the public and to your own 
workers is through Radio—/fhe one medium which is 
invited into 24,500,000 American homes. The sur- 
prising records of NBC Network Programs on such 
missions are available to business through NBC 
representatives — everywhere. 


|| National Broadcasting Company 


A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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el Coast Radio Notes 


George B. McElwain, NBC engi- 
neer, and Violet Weaver, both of 
San Francisco, were married Aug. 
29 and are now honeymooning in 
the Pacific Northwest. Dave Ken- 
nedy, also of the web’s engineering 
staff, and his wife witnessed the 
ceremony. 





Art Van Horn is now announcing 
at KFRC, San Francisco, Formerly 
with KSFO, same city, and KGB, 
San Diego. 





directing the 
Air, new 


is 
Theatre of the 
division of the Federal Theatre 
Project, in San Francisco. Unit has 
uiiree spots weekly on KROW, San 
Francisco and Oakland. 


Philip Stearns 
Federal 


Mark Lynch, public relations di- 
rector in charge of radio and 
schools for the Cole Bros, circus, in 
San Frisco for three days, arranged 
several special broadcasts over San 
Francisco stations and one on the 
Woman’s Magazine of the Air over 
NBC's Coast red web last week-end. 





Bert Buzzini subbed for Clarence 
Myers on the Mail Bag programs 








Tune Tangler Stakes 
Memory For Pop 
Tunes Against 
i Dollar Bill 








and 12,588 letters pour in from first 
12 shows. Peggy Fuller, WMT artist,| 





AY and her three musicians offered $1 
*@for all songs they were unable to 
play. Program 11:30- 


was spotted 
11:45 a.m., M., W., F. 


Tested Programs Get Results! 


IOWA NETWORK | 
KSO—W MT—KRNT 


Radie Stations of the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune 
Representative: FE. KATZ 
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Which Means What? 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

KYW is looking for a suit- 
able award for staff-gabber 
Lynn Willis. 

Figured out that he has con- 
ducted 31,500 programs and 
none has ever run over the 
closing second deadline. Con- 
ducts 15 programs a day, five 
days a week. This amounts to 
4,500 a year and he’s been do- 
ing it seven years. 














over KYA, San Francisco, and the 
Orange web while the latter va- 
| cashed. 


Joe Rardin, of the Paul Pendarvis 
'dance band, now at the Palace 
Hotel, San Francisco, filled a guest 
spot on the Signal Oil .Company’s 
‘Carefree Carnival’ over the coast 
NBC-Red chain. 





Marie Baker, actress on NBC’s 
San Francisco staff, is vacashing in 
Vancouver this week and next, 


Johnny O’Brien, mouth organist, 
did a one-timer on the Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co.’s ‘Tales of California’ 
program over KGO, San Francisco, 
Sunday (5). Armand Girard, bari- 
tone, is the regular soloist. 





Pat Kelly, flack at KFRC, San 
Francisco, trained to Hollywood last 
Thursday night (2) for a few days. 





Walter Rudolph, musical director 
at KYA, San Francisco, penned the 
theme melody being used by Bette 
Marino’s trio in twice-weekly broad- 
casts over the Orange web. 





Jimmy Vandiveer dishing out the 
blurbs at KHJ (Los Angeles) since 
Seymour Peyser shuttled his mill 
over to an agency. 





Frank Robinson Brown, KMTR 
(Hollywood) chatterbox, doing per- 
sonals along the coast in a revue 
framed around his air turn, 








Murray Crabhorn has planted his 
feet under the headman’s desk at 
KEHE (Los Angeles), 





Carl Haverlin couldn’t resist the 
urge to interview a writer on KFI 
(Los Angeles) on how it. feels to 
crack the Satevepost for the first 
time. He’s the station commercial 
manager. 





Bill Ray, KFWB (Hollywood) pro- 
gram director, doing the honors 
Sept. 9 for Mutual at premiere of 
‘Life of Emile Zola.’ 








Jane Dillon, who wrote and took 
all the many voices on her “House of 
Dreams” program over KJR, Seat- 





LA AT + 











COLUMBIA NETWORK 
10 o'clock E.D.T. 


A friendly 45 minutes of good music, 
good songs, and good fun. 


Starring 
KITTY CARLISLE 
Featuring 
FRANK CRUMIT 


Reed Kennedy... Alice Cornett 
The Song Shop Quartette 


24-Voice Glee Club 


under the musical direction of 


GUSTAVE HAENSCHEN 


with a 50-piece orchestra 
Sf 
oh 


R 
v'< 


1A 


tle, has returned to her home in 
Bridgeport, Conn. 





Tom Harrington tossed a press pre- 
view of the new Packard show in 
Hollywood. 





John Conte got a picture part at 
Paramount after leaving KHJ (Los 
Angeles) where he was chief an- 
nouncer. 

Conra@ Nagel draws the emcee 
spot on Young & Rubicam’s ‘Silver 
Theatre’ dramatic series from Holly- 
wood, 








Buddy Clark getting a fast go-by 


| from the Hollywood mob after shoot- 


ing a 77 at Lakeside. 

Chester Lauck (Lum, of Lum and 
Abner) wants it known that he took 
the vows 11 years ago this week. 





Ben Larsen back on the Coast to 
aid and abet Tiny Ruffner on 
Ruthrauff & Ryan airshows. 





G. A. Richards, KMPC (Beverly 
Hills) owner, ready to tackle the 
comish for full time. 





Ed Jansen, KVI (Seattle) commer- 
cial manager, touring the nation for 
new biz and proudly displaying his 
presentation brochure, 

Dale Armstrong has Ted Meyers, 
former KFAC (Los Angeles) 
nouncer as his assistant in the L. A. 
Times radio cubicle. 


Chet LaRoche, Young & Rubicam 











prexy, prowling Hollywood in a 
Packard five Fords long. 

John Swellew’s ‘yachting’ -vaca- 
tion developed a nifty case of 


poison ivy. Marine itch, he calls it. 





Al Pearce takes his Ford troupe 
south after the Hollywood broad- 
cast Sept. 9. 





Hedda Hopper auditioning for a 
new sponsor for her Hollywood this 
n’ that, 





Bert Weeler takes the guest spot 
on Showboat, Sept. 9. He'll do two 
more shots later. 





last 
over 
It’s a java out- 


Hal Styles drew a sponsor 
week for ‘Help Thy Neighbor’ 
KHJ (Los Angeles). 
fit. 





Al Jolson tossed a feed at Clara 
Bow’s It eatery in Hollywood for 
his troupe after the first airing of 
the fall series. 


Champ I.Q.’s | 














(Continued from page 39) 





ruled that all pigs’ tails curl to the 
left. 

And when another curious soul 
asked about eggs laid on trains, an- 
other deep mystery was solved. ° It 
seems chickens in shipment are cared 
for by ‘poultry porters’ and those 
worthy gents reported they had 
never heard of chickens laying eggs 
on trains. But investigation re- 
vealed that there are wholesalers 
who make a practice of buying all 
such eggs—and they buy them from 
poultry porters principally. Just a 
lil side-coin for the boys! 

Tough Job 

Mitchell’s ‘Answer Man’ program 
is ethered over WOR (locally only) 
three time a week. He keeps three 
weeks ahead on the scripting. He 
gets an average of around 75 letters 
a day, most of which come to the 
station, but a few to his office. 

Mitchell’s. staff includes Bruce 
Chapman, who writes the scripts, 
and two secretaries. Chapman is 
known as ‘Ben’ ever the air, because 
Bruce doesn’t ‘sound right through 
a microphone. Ali questions are 
answered by mail and the cream of 
the crop is used for the program. 

Mitchell has regular authorities to 
consult for various subjects. They 
include the Hayden Planetarium for 
astronomy; the Aquarium and U. S. 
Bureau of Fisheries for fishing; Dr. 
Raymond L. Ditmars for reptiles; 
Father Lynch of Fordham for earth- 
quakes; U. S. Information Service, 
N. Y., for facts about Government, 
and such other sources as Popular 
Science Magazine, Dr. Frank E. 
Lutz, of the American Museum of 
Natural History, the Social Security 
Board, U. S. Bureau of mines, J. 
Edgar Hoover, and Harvey Traband, 
secretary of the National League, for 
baseball posers. 


Sometimes the legislators make 
things tough for him—like the time 
the Maryland law-makers changed 


a statute after his script answering 
a question about marriage in that 
state had been prepared. But he 


i . 
SEA REELED NORIO POLLAN ISTIC 
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Stop Me, If— 


Buffalo, Sept. 7. 

Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. 
has been running a series of 
community nights in which 
talent from cities and villages 
near Buffalo is given air time. 

During auditions for one of 
these affairs a singer showed 
up with no music. 

‘Don’t you need an accom- 
panist?’ asked the audition di- 
rector, 

‘Nah,’ said the vocalist, 
get me a pianist.’ 


‘just 











World on Newsreel 





Wallace Butterworth and Parks 
Johnson have appointed the World 


Broadcasting System sales agents for | 
‘Radio | 


the disc version of their 
Newsreel’ program. Energine starts 
this show over the NBC red (WEAF) 
Oct 24, and.the deal with World gives 
that outfit the right to place the 
show’s recordings with stations out- 
side the territory covered by the 
Energine hookup. 

Discs will be cut while the network 
stanza is in progress and they will | 
be ready for shipment to station sub- | 
scribers within 12 hours after the 


|} network broadcast. 
an- | 





Horlick’s Luxembourgs 


J. Walter Thompson is cutting 


records on this side for placement | 
on Radio Luxembourg in behalf of | 
Horlick’s Malted Milk. Job of lining | 
up talent and producing the discs | 
has been turned over to Bob Mead, 


of the agency’s radio staff. 


Mead’s quest currently has him on | 


the west coast. 
plugging the beverage over Euro- 
pean kilocycles for several years. 





Fair Fair Coverage 


Lincoln, Sept. 7. 


Strongest radio coverage of the| 
State Fair is in progress now, with | 


plenty of competish. Originally, it 
was thought that only the CBS sta- 
tions, KOIL, Omaha; KFAB and 
KFOR, Lincoln, would participate, 
but now WOW, Omaha, is on the lot 
and also, KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia. 
CBS outfit has a special new glass- 
enclosed studio and airs five hours 
daily from the grounds. WOW lines 
an hour and a half daily to Omaha, 
featuring Foster May, special event- 
er. KFNF does its half hour Allis- 


| Chalmers program from the A-C ex- 


hibit, 





Ovaitine Sticks to ‘Annie’ 
Chicago, Sept. 7. 

Ovaltine will duplicate in the New 
York market this year with ‘Little 
Orphan Annie.’ Last week signatured 
with the local sales office of WOR, 
Newark, to start a platter series of 
‘Annie’ on the Bamberger station, 
starting Nov. 1. 

‘Annie’ regularly rides into the 
New York market over WEAF of the 
NEC red circuit. According to pres- 
ent plans, the platterized series will 
be day-and-date, but hit-15 minutes 
earlier than the network shot. 


Thompson has been | 














—— 


Gordon Baking Signs 
‘Ranger’ for Another Yr. 


Detroit, Sept. 7, 

WXYZ’s ‘Lone Ranger’ western 
serial, which recently won the C LY. 
safety foundation award for con. 
tribution to traffic safety during 1936, 
has been signed for another 52 weeks 
by Gordon Baking Co. Marks the 
fourth renewal by the baking com. 
pany since it began sponsoring the 
drama in Nov., 1933. 

Contract calls for continuance of 
the thrice-weekly airings over 
| WXYZ, where Fran Striker’s seria} 
is produced by the James Jewel] 
Players; WOR, Newark; WGN, Chi- 
cago; WXYZ’s state net; WSPD, 
Toledo, and the Don Lee west coast 
| web. Because of time difference, 
| three shows nightly will be neces. 
sary, one for WXYZ, MRN, WGN 
and WSPD; another for WOR, and 
a late evening show for the Lee 
web. 

‘Ranger’ serial, which began as qa 
sustainer in Jan., 1933, and later led 
to the formation of the Mutual sys. 
tem when it was shipped t» Wor 
}and WGN, won the C.LT. award 
| through its Lone Ranger Scout Club, 
formed two years ago with a mem- 
| bership of around 1,000,000 kids 
| pledged to safety. 











MONTREAL 


CFCF—while not classed 
as @& super-power sta- 
tion, enjoys an enviable 
position among its 
larger brothers. NBC 


Red and Blue network 


affiliation — centrally 
located, intensive sig- 
nal—no outside compe- 
tition. 
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WKY has been 


Going To 


Towns 


in Oklahoma 


@ For 12 timely, novel and entertaining pr-- 
grams, during June, July and August, WKY 
went to 10 different towns in Oklahoma. 

important however, 

to go to Oklahoma towns WITH programs. 

By a wide margin, WKY covers more of 

Oklahoma than any other station ... more 

of its radio homes, buying power and buying. 

WKY is the station your product should be 

on to “go to town” 






is WKY’s ability 


in Oklahoma this fall and 


VW) lke a CITY 


Qciry rime WITH THE DAILY OKLAHOMAN, OKLAHOMA 
(cirv TIMES AND THE FARMER-STOCKMAN®@NATIONAL 
@ REPRESENTATIVE . &. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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MORTON 
DOWNEY 


Returns October lst, After Twenty-Five 
Weeks In London and the Leading Cities 
In The British Isles. 








Closing Engagement At London's 
Fashionable CAFE DE PARIS. 


Renewed For His Second Year On Conti- 
nental Stations For ‘DRENE’ 


Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS 
Radio City, 
New York 
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O ‘the Upbeat RAMONA BACK L { Week’ 15 Best Sell 
Hal Grayson opened at Syracuse | b.r., Green Bay, Wisc., Sept. 12 for IN COURT Vs Sie: Ces: Ge BR. oa ine oda ace bes4eeee 64staus os Berlin 
hotel, Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 2. | CRA. | ® CUS OE Te NEE: oo abnes< vacwem es Waties Shasdes Famous 
= re ine it ee, a hey Kins oo GGA ow ko sss Rec wR a Vaeaee were Robbins 
‘ - “e ailey combo DARNUINGN SRE Oe ee ae ee eet else ks Marlo 
; os ave ¥ ssota Club. Red Norvo-Mildred Bailey com gh 
Page “he haat — Riverside | | follow Benny Goodman at the Jalo- | CT bie ieee ee. TE RE Saigo de ocd op WW 00s.0 00-00% Santly-Joy 
pie evi a Ets nag lmar b.r., Los Angeles Sept. 7. ee EP orgies ore ret pee eee Tee Marks 
_— Bailie ty Bae BUS 6 ig ck oe Ried s haa siveese Crawford 
Jack Marchard and Ritz-Carlton —— Pomicg® mg BUG dials We heehee aes Ds pee Oe oe ris 
hotel. Boston, meet on Sept. 7. ’ : former . teaared sone. | ° now Now ..... tacteeee eve eet our aed Cee PRES YY emick 
; panne ee oe eae Sanrer y : a ee TE EE hia alg Hig 5 6 €0.0l0.00 664089 8 Lincoln 
. | Stress wit au uteman, Is mak- | *Have Y¢ Eee: BOON SC iscas oe é Sales cee neces Harms 
Feliz Ferdinando hit Babs Beach | Have Y od Any Ca , MF ees : -_ e. 
Mark Suffield. C Sent. § jing an unusual legal request of the;| *Remember Me? ............2::05cccsceeeeeceeeeenes Witmark 
Pate, Se a, SS | N. Y. Supreme Court for a manda- | *Afraid to Dream Sa aN hi eS ae oe ee ee ere Miller 
Will Hult.on’s Latest Hit rf i tory injunction te compel Whiteman | Gone With the Wind . Berlin 
Jack Russell replace 1 Lee Sennett and the Artist Management Bureau i ‘Th Old Feel o Fe r 
y ; ; é © 4 Sts iv as « ¢ , if ( eeiing . e1sS 
Y 0 U R E M Y D E § | R E} at Waco Pavilion, Syracuse, Ind., Inc. (his subsid) to accept a $3,000 * Indicates filmusical song +t Indicates stage production song. The 
Sept. 2. | settlement of their legal claims. Ra- others ere pepe 
‘ - |mona and Whiteman have been bat- “ Lancia A 
nen x Charles Barnett starts for Ceast thing legally ever since the maestro 
AT S EA this week to pick up one nite treK | syed and won an injunction restrain- D H r Si 
Mm 0 0 N laid out by CRA’s L.A. Office. | ing the singer from working for any- etroit ote men ign 
- | body else, claiming exclusive man- M-G-M Production 





from GB's 
Matthews 


Sengs 
with Aessie 


Four Smash 


“GANGWAY’ 


Lord and Lady Whoozis 
Moon or No Moon 
When You Gotta Sing 
Gangway 











Pinky Temtia’s Top Tune 


’M JUST A COUNTRY 
BOY AT HEART 


] Mus Music, Inc. 


Yor? BROABWAT Maw Your WwW. Y. 


PUBLISH THE | 


RIGINAL 


a ie =} 
The‘latest. Dance. Craze!/ 
EXCLESIVE PUBLICATIONS, 


SOLE SELLING AGENT 
MILLS MUSIC, Ine. 


ine, 





19 BWAY, WN. Y. 


Paul Sabin opened for CRA at the 
Chez Paree, Omaha, Neb., 
after three at LaSalle hotel, 


Chicago. 


months 


Jess Hawkins at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 


Rio follows 
Penn Club, 


Rita 
the New 


on Sept. 10. CRA has exclusive for 
the season. Jack Denny, Harold 
Stern, Jolly Coburn and others fol- 
low. 


Mike Riley moves to J. C. 





‘Wagon Wheel, Nashville, Tern., 
Sept. 12. 

Tom Blake opened at Gunter ho- 
tel, San Antonio, Tex., Sept. 7. Fol- 
\lowed Henry Lishon. 


ADD SO WHAT DEPT. 


$4 a Day te Get 
Wires 


tt Cost Lembérds 
Those Song Plus 


Guy Lombardo figures it cost him 


Eakle’s 


| agerial 
Sept. 2} 





and employment services. 


Ramona avers, through a new at- | 
torney, that it was more or less ten- | 
tatively agreed that Whiteman | 


would accept $3,000 in lieu of dam- | 


ages, and that he would (1) liberate 


her from their 


agreement, and (2) 


call off the American Federation of | 


Musicians, which came into the pic- 


ture at Whiteman’s behest, the 
courts and the union thus both up- 
holding his claim. 
Whiteman’s atterney . T. Abeles, 

| denies any agreement te settle, be- 
cause Whiteman insists she work 
with his band, or else. Ramona, 
| meantime, will argue the new mo- 
tion Sept. 9 She's been under in- 
junction net to work for anybody | 


° s ~ | 
else since last winter. She had an 


RKO bid but, when the film co. was 
apprised by Whiteman of his ex- 
clusivity, the picture deal fell 


through. 


Songstress’ squawk is predicated 


| on an alleged undervaluation of her 


services. Whiteman set forth that 


$3 and $4 a day to keep informed | he built her up, made possible her 


sheet music business while | 
stretch at the Steel Pier, 
City. Info was something 
didn’t seek, but he got it 


| or the 
doing a 
Atlantic 
that he 
anyway. 
During the stand Lembardo was 
| bombarded with wires from profes- 


| opportunities, exploited her on Vic- | 
tor records, etc., and is therefore | 


|entitled to capitalize on her artistic | 


sional men in New York publishers’ | 


Refrain in most of them 
‘Shipped out 10,000 copies of 


| offices. 
read: 


(title of song) Monday told you it| (@ 
| > 


was a surefire hit stop how about 
a plug.’ 

In Atlantic City, Lombardo was 
unable to moor his yacht at the Steel 
Pier, so he had to use a municipal 
dock miles away. For the delivery 
of a message out to this dock the 
| telegraph company charges the re- 
cipient an extra 25c. With tips fig- 
ured in, the bandman got enough 
wires each day to nick him for the 


, $3 to $4. 








SONG FAVORITES FROM FEIST 


From Walter Wanger’s 


“Vogues of 1938”’ 


THAT OLD FEELING 


(Lew Brown and Sammy Fain) 


and 


LOVELY ONE 


(Frank Loesser and Manning Sherwin) 


From. Bobby. Breen’s RKO Radio Picture 


“Make a Wish” 


MAKE A WISH 


(Louis Alter, Paul Webster, and Oscar Straus) 


A Novelty Sensation from the Mid-West 


JOSEPHINE 


(Gus Kahn, Wayne King and Burke Bivens) 


‘From the 20th Century-Fox Production “Life Begins at College” 


SWEET VARSITY SUE 


(Charles Tobias, Al Lewis and Murray Mencher) 


From’ Walter Wanger’s: Production “52nd Street” 


T'STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU GOODNIGHT 
I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF SAMOA 


(Walter Bullock and Harold Spina) 


\ LEO FEIST, Inc., 1629 Broadway, New York 








| 17 days starting Sept. 17. 


values, after the initial buildup. 





Detroit Band Biz 
Detroit, Sept. 7. 


Emerson Gill band, which closed 
a Jefferson Beach season yesterday 
), has been signed to go into Web- 


| 


ster Hall’s nitery for an indef stay | 
starting Oct. 2. Carol Dean has re- | 
placed Marion Mann as the band’s 


vocalist. 

Jessie Crawford’s orch 
in the Ford exhibit at the Michigan 
State Fair here, which closes a ten- 
day run Sept. 12. 





Gus Arnheim cinched for Los An- | 
for | 


geles County Fair, Pomona, Cal., 
First time 
| fair has used a name. 





| wave on an appearance here at the | 
| Turnpike Casino 


| the gate. 


| Gray (14) polled 


is playing 


Exclusive with Union BROADWAY MELODY 


Detroit, Sept. 7. OF 1938 
Detroit Hotel Ass’n. has signed aj} 
closed shop agreement with the De- | 
troit Federation of Musicians, under | 


YOU 
MADE ME 
LOVE YOU 


't Want To Do It)| 


JUDY GARLAND’S 
SMASH HIT 


Broadway Music Corp., |. 
1619 Broadway, New York City 


which all union musicians are to be 
employed for all functions in the 
hotels. 

While hotels in the past have used 


only union musicians, new contract 
requires any 
renting space in the 


hire union members. 
Oliver Batons Abread | 


Sept. 7. 


yutside yrganization 


hotel also to 


Hollywood, 
Eddie Oliver planed east from 
Rome today (Tues.) and sails next 
week for London, where he will re- 
main a year, six months in England 
and six months in Holland, directing 
foreign bands. 
Bob Fellows 
vocalist. 


The Duke Steps Out 


Lincoln, Sept. 7. 


cracked the heat | 


will join Oliver as 





Duke Ellington 





(27) when at 83c 
he lured $1,140 at 







They’re Here 
“Why Talk About 
Love” 

“Big Chief Swing It” 


and $1.10 scaling 


the month, Glen 
$1,010 with a stif- 


Previously in 





fer tariff, $1.10 and $1.65. Next big 
one in is Little Jack Little, Sept. 10. ‘The Rhumba Goes 
: aaa ape Collegiate”’ 
Leo Edwards West | ‘ilitaliaas 
2 : 5 _ a New Songs Hits by 
Leo Edwards, brother of Gus Ed- POLLACK and MITCHELL 
wards, is en route to the Coast, his From the ferthcoming 20th 
first trip to Hollywood in over 39 ee REGINS ee 
years, when he last played the COLLEGE 
| Orpheum time. oe 
Edwards is a composer and is Sa 


slated for a number of indie picture 
tunesmithing chores. Will also work 
with Gus on the latter’s radio pro- 
| gram. 


ric DLLYWOOD SONG 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITV-NEW YORK. NY 
PHIL KORNHEVSER, Gen Mar 
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Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Seven name conductors will mount 


|} morrow night (Wed.) in an all- 
Gershwin program as a memorial to 
the composer. Proceeds from what 
| is expected to be a capacity turn- 
out goes to L. A. Philharmonic con- 
| tinuanee and benevolent funds. 

Batoneers will be Dr. Otto Klem- 


| perer, Jose Iturbi, Nathaniel Shil- 
| kret, Victor Young, Charles Previn, 
Nathaniel Finston andy Alexander 
Steinert. Among the/’soloists will 


| be Lily Pons, Gladys Swarthout, Al 
| Jolson, Fred Astaire and the original 
‘Porgy and Bess’ principals accom- 
panied by the Hall Johnson choir of 
40 voices. George Jessel will serve 
as emcee, and Louis A. Witten. com- 
mentator. Two and one-half 
|} concert will be broadcast nationally 





an anthology to include a medley 


Seven Name Maestros in H'wood 


Gershwin Memorial; World B’cast 


— “JUST 


| the podium in Hollywood Bowl to- | 


hour | 


| GOOD-SYE JONAH 


by Columbia and short waved 
around the world. 

Dr. Klemperer opens the memo- 
rial concert conducting the 96-piece 
Philharmonic crew in ‘Second Pre- 
lude,’ specially orchestrated by 
| David Broekman. Nat Shilkret fol- 
| lows with ‘An American in Paris.’ 
Vocal section then swings into ae- 
tion with Al Jolson singing ‘Swanee.,’ 
Gladys Swarthout in ‘The Man I 
Love,’ and Fred Astaire in ‘They | 

|Can’t Take That Away From Me, 
Young conducts the accompaniment. | 

‘Concerto in F' follows’ with! 
Charles Previn conducting and 
Oscar Levant 4S = piano © soloist. | 
Finston then takes up the baton in 


WE'RE TAKING THE COUNTRY 
| BY STORM WIth 


““POLYNESIAN 
ROMANCE”’ 


AND 


; of ‘The Man f Love.’ ‘Liza,’ ‘Lady 

|Be Good,’ ‘Swanee,”” ‘Somebody ABOUT 

| Loves Me,’ ‘Do It Again,’ ‘I Got 

| Rhythm, ‘Wintergreen For Pres- RIGHT”’ 
| ident,’ ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 


Selections from ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
will then be plaved with Miss Pons 
singing ‘Summertime’ and Steinert 
conducting. Hall Johnson = choir 
will background the vocalists. 

Iturbi as conductor and piano so0- 
loist on ‘Rhapsody In Blue’ closes 
the performance, 

Eulogies on Gershwin will 
spoken during the intermission. 


TWO GLORIOUS SUPER-HITS 


nY 
Lysle Tomerlin and Andy loan Long 
(The ‘South Sea Istaad Maxie’ tarts) 


Get in the vanguard with 


VANGUARD SONGS 


6411 Hollywood Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
VEKNON TOMERLIN, Gen. 


be 


Mer. 














| The Year's Greatest Production Score 


The Hits from the Great American Musical 


“VIRGINIA” 


Now at Radio City’s Center, New York 
Score by ARTHUR SCHWARTZ and ALBERT STILLMAN 


YOU AND i KNOW 
AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 


Romance 


IF YOU WERE SOMEONE ELSE 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION e 799 7th Ave., New Yor! 
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MUSIC STRIKE IN 
BALTIMORE 
HOTELS 





Baltimore, Sept. 7. 

Musicians employed in local hotels 
were called out on strike today, 
after negotiations for a closed shop 
between the Musicians’ Union and | 
the Hotel Men’s Association fell | 
through. 

Hostelry proprietors are in favor | 
of employing union tooters for their | 
regular needs, but refuse. to insist | 
upon union men as an added eae 
site on rental agreements. 

Non-union combos, said to be re- 
cruited out of town, already are fill- 
ing current jobs with a special em- 
ployment bureau set up by the 
hotels for filling of private party 
needs. 


GORDON and REVEL 


CLICK AGAIN 








This time it’s for the sen- 

sational Darryl Zanuck 

20th Century-Fox 

production: 

“You Can’t Have Every- 
thing” 


Hits of the Hour 
AFRAID TO DREAM 
THE LOVELINESS OF YOU | 


YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EV’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US— 
WE’RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Also, Gordon and Revel’s great 
waltz 


| HUM A WALTZ 


from 20th Century’s 
“This Is My Affair” 


Miccer AAusic, Inc. 


1270 Sixth York 


| 
} 


Avenue * New 














—-_ _.. 


won 





Py 
cs 


POLLACK & MITCHELL 


Score Again with 


“MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR” 


“OVER NIGHT” 


“MY SWISS 
HILLY BILLY” 


From the 20th Century-Fox 
Musical, “THIN ICE,” starring 
Sonja Henie 


F MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 








SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO., Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENVE 


ARCA BUILDING (RADIO CITY 


NEW YORK 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WAEC are computed 


for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Aug. 29- 
Sept. 4.) 
My Cabin of Dreams 

(Berlin) 
So Rare 


(Robbins) 

*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 

*Have You Any Castles, 
(Harms) 

*I Know Now 
(Remick) 

*Yours and Mine 
(Robbins) 

*That Old Feeling 
(Feist) 

*First Time I Saw You 
(Santly-Joy) 

Stardust on the Moon 
(Marks) 

*Remember Me 
(Witmark) 

*Afraid to Dream 
(Miller) 

*Moon Got in My Eyes 
iSelect) 

Harbor Lights 
(Marlo) 

It Looks Like Rain 
(Morris) 

*Stop, You’re Breaking My 

Heart 

(Famous) 

Se Many Memories 
(Shapiro) 

+When or When 
(Chappell) 

Sailboat in the Moonlight 
(Crawford) 

*Am I in Love 
(Witmark) 

*I’m Feelin’ Like a Million 
(Robbins) 

Smarty 
(Popular) 

*Can I Forget You 
(Chappell) 

You’re My Desire 
(Mills) 

Folks Who Live on the Hill 
(Chappell) 

Moon at Sea 
(Mills) 

* Indicates filmusical song. 


+t Production Number. 


Baby? 








a’ 








McKEE CHECKING UP 
ON MPPA’S BAD BOYS 


Joseph V. McKee, counsel for the 
Music Publishers Protective Ass’n, 
has asked the parties to the code of 
fair trade practices which went into 
effect last August to turn over in- 
formation about violations to him 
direct. Complaints have been going 
to Harry Fox, MPPA gen, mgr. 

McKee’s letter to signators of the 
code states that he is prepared to 
bring injunction and damage pro- 
ceedings against any publisher 
member of the agreement in the 
event charges of bribery or other 
banned practices are borne out by 
subsequent investigation. Code is a 
mutual one and any court action 
would be based primarily on the 
breach of contract. 

Another statute that might be in- 
voked in punishing violators is the 
one bearing on unfair competition. 
Federal Trade Commission has in- 
vited the music industry to appear 
before it in Washington Oct. 4 for 
a conference on a code of fair trade 
practices which would be adminis- 
tered by the government. Commis- 
sion several weeks ago expressed it- 
self as having recognized the need of 
such a code, but did nothing about 
setting a date for an industry dis- 





cussion of the issue until last week. | 





HERBIE KAYE’S PAR SHORT 


Leslie Roush, Paramount short 
feature production head in the east, 
planed to the Coast Monday (6) to 
make a one-reeler musical with 
Herbie Kaye’s band. Plans to re- 
turn in two weeks, 

















AGAIN IT’S BROWN AND FREED! | 

For a decade this famous team has made the nation sing and dance | 
to its “Broadway Melody” score. i! 
achieved the ultimate with | 


“BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


WITH THESE HITS l| 


YOURS AND MINE | 

I’M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION i 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
EVERYBODY SING | 


Robbins Music Corporation ® 799 7th Ave., New York 


And now they've 








MAY FORESTA 
PA TROL 


| 





Time — Fear Weakening 
of Industry Structure 





THOSE SYNC RIGHTS 





Most of the leading music pub- 
| lishers are prepared to co-operate in 
forestalling a court attack from the 
| Songwriters’ Protective Ass’n by 
| immediately entering into a new 10- 
year membership contract with the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 
| thors and Publishers. 
| Irving Caesar, SPA prez, has inti- 
| mated that his association would 
the idea of bringing test 





| abandon 
suits on the question of whether the 
publisher or writer controls the 
small and mechanical rights if all 
|important pubs extend their agree- 
ments with ASCAP. Indications are 
that these publishers will take 
Caesar at his word before the pres- 
ent month expires. 

Some publishers express them- 
selves as leery of Caesar’s tactics 
and urge that a new agreement be 
worked out with the SPA on syn- 
chronization and transcription before 
any extended commitments are 
made. Contract with the SPA could 
contain a clause making it void un- 
less the publishers enter into uncon- 
ditional renewal agreements with 
ASCAP by Oct. 1 or Nov. 1. 


Writers’ Fear 


In his statements on the contro- 
versy between the SPA and pub- 
lishers, Caesar has declared that 
| what the members of his association 
l are chiefly concerned about is the 
| possible disruption of the Society in 
| 1940 through the withdrawal of one 
| or more producer controlled publish- 
|ing groups. In anticipation of such 
|a situation, the SPA’s council voted 
one week ago to collect a war chest 
of $50,000. These funds would be 
used to have the courts determine 
whether the writer controls the right 
to administer the small, syne and 
transcription rights of his work, 
even though the manuscript is ac- 
tually registered with the copyright 
office in the name of the publisher. 

Following a conference last week 
with Caesar, Max Dreyfus, who con- 
trols the Chappell Co., Crawford 
Music Co. and Marlo Music Co., can- 
vassed all important publishers on 
their willingness to tie up with 
ASCAP on a new 10-year contract 
immediately and without any reser- 
vations as to the terms of the agree- 
ment. Every publisher approached 
favored the suggestion. 

Only group which failed to make it 
an implicit okay was the Robbins 
combine, which consists of Robbins 
Music Corp., Leo Feist, Inc., and 
Miller Music, Inc. Jack Robbins and 
Jeck Bergman, of this group, stated 
that they were all for the idea but, 
because of the circumstances of stock 
control, they would have to consult 
with Metro. Pair added that they 
were certain their producer-partner 
would not stand in the way of rati- 
fication of Dreyfus’ proposal. 

Present membership agreements in 
the Socicty expire Dec. 31, 1940. 

Pubs say that their willingness to 
extend their membership in the So- 
| ciety is not prompted by a fear that 
/the court attack from SPA quarters 
| will prove damaging to their rights. 
|They feel confident that the courts 
| will not deprive them of something 














|| they have exercised for many years 


| been 


and which never before has 


| pubs do want to avoid is strife with- 


|in the industry at a time when the 


| whole structure of ASCAP and small 


rights enforcement is threatened by 
state legislative and court actions, as 
instigated by broadcasters and other 
performing rights users. 

Suspicion js still implanted in the 
minds of a number of major pub- 
lishers that the active heads of the 
SPA are primarily interested in 
building up a treasury and creating 
salaried posts. 
the only way the SPA’s leaders can 


LFS 


Don’t Want Court Actions | 
or Other Worries at This | 


These pubs hold that | 


+ 


a 
ea 


PUBS ASK NEW 10 YR. PACT 








Washington, Sept. 7. 
Permanency of the organization is 
the yardstick to be used in de- 
termining who is liable for Social 


Security tax payments on behalf of 
musicians, under a ruling of the In- 
ternal’: Revenue Bureau Friday (3). 
Partial clarification of the mud- 


dle which has troubled radio busi- 
ness since January resulted from a 
memorandum signed by Comm. Guy 
| T. Helvering declaring that ‘lead- 
j}ers of name bands are responsible 
| for anteing to the government’s pool, 
| but that hotels, broadcasters, or 
| sponsors must fork over for musi- 
| cians who are recruited at large. 
|In contested cases the Bureau will 
rule whether the band is 
nent organization or merely a catch- 
as-catch-can group. 

Notice to tax collectors said that, 
generally speaking, a band is a name 
| orchestra when its organization is 
permanent and the personnel re- 
mains more or less unchanged from 
engagement to engagement. In such 
cases, the leader is the individual 
who should pay into the old age 
benefit fund. No single factor 
should determine which class an or- 
chestra is in, the memo said, and 
whenever doubt exists the Bureau 
should be asked for a specific de- 
cision. 

Explorations 

Pertinent part of the memo fol- 
lows: 

‘Purchasers of music, such as 
hotels, theatres, cafes, clubs, radio 
stations, radio sponsors, etc., desir- 
ing the services of musicians, usually 
contact these individuals through a 
member of the musicians’ union, 
Member through whom such con- 
tact is made is called a ‘contractor.’ 

‘Practice of engaging musicians 
exclusively through a so-called ‘con- 
tractor’ has become general through- 
out the country...Status of ‘contrac- 
tor’ is not fixed, either as to oc- 
cupancy or as to duties. Any mu- 


HELEN SAUERBORN 
KILLED IN CRASH 


Schenectady, Sept. 7. 

Mrs. Helen Sauerborn, known pro- 
fessionally as Helen Osborne, 25- 
year-old organist, pianist and dance 
orchestra leader in Schenectady, was 
killed Sept. 4 when an automobile in 
which she was riding collided head 
on with a machine driven by Bur- 
ton Klein, 33, of Scotia, also a pi- 
anist. Eight other persons were in- 
jured in the early morning crash. 

Ironically, Klein was returning 
from an orchestra engagement while 
Mrs. Sauerborn was coming back 
with a party to Schenectady after a 
visit to an Albany road night club, 
where she was about set to oper 
with her unit. Riding in the rumble 
seat of a sedan, she received a frac- 
tured skull and other injuries which 
caused almost instant death. Her 
husband, Jacob Sauerborn, also a 
musician, was in the night club, po- 
lice said, but remained a few min- 
utes after his wife and her friends 
left. Coming along in his car, Sauer- 
born aided the injured and rushed 
his wife to the hospital. 











prove that this is not their objective 
is by consummating an agreement on 
the administration of syne and tran- 
scription rights and making such a 
pact contingent on a general renewal 
of ASCAP membership contracts. 





Secial Security for Musicians 
Depends on Permanency of Group 


sician who is a 
American Federation of Musicians 
may serve as a ‘contractor.’ Hav- 
ing served as a ‘contractor’ for a par- 


member of the 


ticular engagement, he may, upon 
his next engagement, perform only 
musical services under a contract 


negotiated by another musician serv- 
ing as ‘contractor.’ It should be no- 
ticed that a ‘contractor’ may or may 
not perform musical services under 
a contract which he has negotiated 
(Continued on pag: 62) 
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Tops in the Music Business 


MY CABIN 


OF DREAMS 
Gone With The Wind 


a 
The New RKO Musical 
‘The Life of the Party” 


With This Great Score 
By MAGIDSON and WRUBEL 


Let's Have Another 
Cigarette 


Roses In December 
The Life Of The Party 











Yankee Doodle Band 


Chirp A Little Ditty 
Irving Berlin, inc. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 




















ANNOUNCING 
A NEW BALLAD 


“THERE’S MUSIC 
IN MY HEART, 
CHERIE” 


By the Ace Writers 
JOSEPH McCARTHY 
and 
JAMES HANLEY 


Destined for Peak 
Popularity! 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BYUILOING AaDIO CITY 
* NEW YORK 

















SO RARE 


} 


on All 





|| challenged by the writers. What the | | THE SONG SMASH OF THE SEASON 


iit 


| Rapidly and Deservedly Attaining Top Spot 
| Best Seller Lists 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th Ave., New York 
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N. Y. Burlesquers Gettin’ Hot; Almost ik 





© 15 YEARS AGO ® 


(From Vaarery ond Clipper) 











All of “Em Open or Set to Reopen .rsisarmr se ae 





Abe Minsky has gone in with 
Max Rudnick in operation of the 
Eltinge, N. Y., playing stock burley 
under revue tag with latter house 
reported plunging again on talent 
lineup with Minsky’s fresh money. 
Minsky, with I. H. Herk, has the 
Gaiety, N. Y., and lease on the Ful- 
ton, around the corner from the 
Gaiety Herk was also invited to 
participate in Eltinge deal but 
didn't 

Minsky is 


cemented 


new 
come in. 

having 
Kaz 


also 


reported 
breach with Herbert 
Morton Minsky. He may 
cipate in managerial and finan- 
cial setup of the Oriental. 

Gaiety is. still operating with 
grind pix and Fulton remains dark. 
Either house may relight anytime, | 
Since new and approved routine has | 
comics digging stock scripts out of} 
the trunk again and girl routine can | 
be thrown together at short notice. 

Sudden decision of the Republic, 
N. Y., to reopen last Friday (3) had 
its effect upon unshuttering of two/| 
other former N. Y. burleys, People’s 
on the Bowery, and the Irving 
Place, both also running Friday (3). | 
Former house is running combo pol- 
icy of one hour and a half show with 
pix spacing, while latter is on a| 
two-a-day policy with two hour| 
show and reserved seats. 

In Brooklyn,. Charles pened 

| 
} 
| 
' 
| 


} 
alsVv 


and 
part 





reopened the Oxford Friday (3) 
with stock policy, with Star and 
Century theatres, operated by Sam 
and Harold Raymond and playing | 
the Izzy Hirst circuit roadshows | 
epening Sunday (5), 

With Werba’s, Brooklyn, going $1 
top legit as replacer to former bur- 
ley policy, there is but one burley 


still to go in Brooklyn before tow ny 


is in full swing. Latter is the Ca-| 
sino, which relights Friday (10) and 


| 
‘ 


| Some of the new songs were more 
|successful than the pix they touted. 


| Bobby Breen’s $5, 000 ¥. A. | Producers figuring on $1 top for 


At Palace, Chi, Oct. 10 | roadshows in order to get the money 


Chicago, Sept. 7. | back on big films. J 


roe Breen comes into . RKO | Balaban & Katz and Jones, Linick 
Palace here for a personal on Uc & Schaeffer in an advertising battle 











10. Salary understood te be $5,000 in Chi, with the latter apparently 
net . having the best of it. 
Breen comes in with the Joe E. > 
. tkar * , f » 9 — 
Brown flicker, ‘Riding on Air. ae ae ere eee ee 
son with a bill listing 42 players. 


numbers. and 
helped to 


Two big production 


Hirst’s Booking Head ine’ stars “or 


Yesterday 


build. House back to sellouts 
} ( »>nberg ormerly inde- | 
Phil Rosenberg, tormer|; ae Bad editing at the Alhambra. One 
> > ‘ ve >i 1 4 . . > 
pendent, has m«¢ d ave Ee the sas was used in three consecutive 
j ing N. r aS DOOKINEG re ‘ . 7 ><’ 
Bond Building, N. Y., as booking | 2.4. Big noise was George Choos 


head of the Hirst Independent Cir- 
cuit. Rosenberg is booking most of 
the principals in the wheel shows, 
but is also taking material from out- 
side agents which spikes a previous 


production ‘Realm __ oof 
Too big to last long. 


elaborate 
Fantasie.’ 


Skeets Gallagher and Irene Martin 


at the 5th Av., with Gallagher over 
report to the contrary. strong. 
Any agent can do business wit ; hcl 
Rosenberg, with usual commissions Emile Boreo (but billed simply as 
going to agent booking sans any ‘Boreo’). at the 5th Av Did one 
double nick or split with Rosenberg. number in English and others in 
Woe ee French, Hindu, Russian, Italian and 


Spanish Audience wanted more of 


the vernacular. 


Hirst Creait 








Week of Sept. 5 Trixie Friganza had a new act by a —— 

‘Gaities of 1938'’—Century Brooklyn Neville Fleeson. ; “ 

fe ag da ne Bh so ge UO Pa EE |  Vauders’ Pic Spots 

‘Pageant of Folly’—Casino, Pittsburgh. Mayor of Syracuse proclaimed a | 

‘Jolie Begere’—Gayety, Cincinnatt go-to-theatres-week, but two legits | Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

nove Scandals wine aat ty in- | Were dark and pix houses -apathetic, | Republic is using five vaude acts | 
dianapolis so week was a fliv. |for fioor show scenes in ‘Manhattan 
See: SON MOLY See —— | Merry-Go-Round.’ 

‘Cupid's Carnival’—Rialto, Chicago | Just to prove it wasn’t a gag, the Those signed are Jessay and Joe 

Bae te wen Girls aking: Foren! | Keith office closed the Innis brothers | Mole, trick cyclists; Eddie and Eddie, 

‘Frisky Frolies'—Embassy, Rochester. | when they kidded prohibition at the | fire eaters; Terrill Fossett and Shaw, 
ededicng High-Shake Low’ -~ Empire: | Franklin, N. Y. and Pat Moran, acrobats, Passeau 

Scan Dolls'—Star, Brooklyn and Lee, skaters. 

‘Meet the Girls’—Jacques, Waterbury. | Worris Gest sent Rebecca Drucker sinsitstabnmaigaebpainmeint 





Refurbishing Embassy, 
Rochester, for Hirst 


Rochester, Sept. 7. 

Embassy theatre closed for repairs 
to dressing rooms, stage, etc., pre- 
paratory to becoming spoke in Izzy 
Hirst’s wheel of musical shows. First 
try of this type of entertainment here 
since police closed burlesque at the 
Victoria seven years ago as too dirty. 


New policy will include first run 





films for continuous shows 11 a.m. 


to 11 p.m., four shows a day, 25c to 
55c, all seats one price. George R. 


Carter continues as house manager 
and Art Monk will direct 5-piece ork. 


Embassy, operated by E. M. Loew, | 
of Boston, has been steady loser in 
film grind policy since house was 
remodeled from the old Family less /| 
than a year ago. Fifty years ago it 
was known as Cook’s Opera House, 


ace legit stand in city. 


Stevens, Burlesque Dr. 


Leo Stevens left for 
Ky., this week to take up dual 
signment of show doctor and 
eral stager for Izzy Hirst Independ- 


ent Circuit. 


as- 


will 


most ol 


Stevens’ task be to 
the shows, 


on short 


jack 
which went 
ce and need fixing ac- 
to out-of-town reports, and 
soing into trouble 
adjacent territory 


up 
Out 
not 
cording 
also sapolio when 
spots in this and 
of the wheel. 


to Europe to accompany Moscow art | 


Browne’s Luna Unit 


Louisville, | 


2en- 


HIRST'S NEW SIX 
INSURES HIM 
0 WEEKS 


Izzy Hirst, head of the indie wheel] 
roadshow has closed a deal 
which gives him operating partner. 





circuit, 





out-of-town 
Keith’s, 
anapolis; EF 


ship in six 
Houses involved are 
Keith’s, Indi 
Family, 


and 


houses, 
Louis- 
ville; 
Toledo: 
Newark, 
N. J 
Hirst’s 
of these 
of 


2m pire, 


Rochester: Empire, 


Hudson, Un on 


. City, 


buy-in on house operation 


would give him active con. 


trol seven wheel houses, other 
| being Philly, 
These with the two Raymond houses, 
| Star and Century, Brooklyn, which 
figured to stick season 

roadshows, nine 


for the 


his own Trocadero, 


through 
give Hirst 
of, 


are 
with 
can be 
matter 


he 
no 


sure 
what. 


nouses 
circuit, 

With the addition of the week of 
one-nighters through the 
| district of Pennsylvania later, and 
also with Hirst: in on the house 
| operation, it would bring his circuit 
up to 10 sure weeks. 


1 


mining 


Louisville, Sept. 7. 
2,400-seat house, handled 
locally by Abe Bass, will open Fri- 
day (10), as unit of the Hirst Cir- 
cuit, Opener will be Bozo Snyder’s 
Own Show, produced in. Chicago by 
Leo Stevens. Company will have 
16-girl line,. and will include three 
standard vaude turns, in neighbor- 
hood of 32 people in all. Pix will be 
20th-Fox product, although selling 
effort will be on stage shows. 


National, 


Policy will not be sold as burley, 
































getting its shows on an interchange | around during the American Legion |Players on their continental tour. | in fact the name does not appear in 
policy with Callahan and Wilner’s| convention beginning Sept. 20. She wired back stories for this side. Bothwell Browne, who has been! any of the advance publicity. .Word 
Apollo, N.. Y. Reopening date and policy for| He had them under contract for the | staging the revues at ‘Streets of} has gone out that there will be no 
Minsky’s Oriental, N. Y., also re-| Fulton is problematical. Minsky and | U. S. | Paris, Luna Park, Coney Island,| strippers, and accent will be on 
lights next Friday (10) with Gaiety | Herk had been talking a two-a-day | — | N. Y., is planning to reassemble the) clean entertainment. There will be 
probably following a week later to| vaude policy for the house, but Shubert unit shows started off with | best features of the series for a/ four stage shows daily, with mid- 
cash in with others any biz that’s’ that’s all. a bang. Ended the same way. | vaude unit. ‘night show on Saturdays. 
(Capital £2,025,000) 
Managing Director: Chas. E. Munro 
In Association with 
AMALGAMATED THEATRES LTD. 

4 


Controlling 200 of the most modern 
de-luxe theatres in capital cities of 
over 1,000,000 people, and neigh- 
borhood districts in Australia. 


18 Days Cruise to the Antipodes 
through crystal clear seas in Matson 
luxury liners brings you to sunny 
Australia, the California of the South. 





READY, WILLING and ABLE TO PLAY THE WORLD’S BEST STAGE ATTRACTIONS 








Cable Address; “HOYTSFILM,” Sydney, Australia 
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Recent Vice and Gambling Raids 


Link Niteries 


Atlanta City, Sept. 7. 

Following the example of Federal 
Agents who raided 17 alleged vice 
dens, police last Friday (3) swooped 
down on all horse joints and within 
an hour brought back 30 prisoners. 
One more raid and this once gay 
resort may resemble .a_ western 
‘ghost’ town. The big niteries which 
operate elaborate gaming parlors ‘in 
the back’ were untouched. They had 
quietly closed after G-Man Hoover's 
personal visit to clean up the white 
slave traffic. 

But there was plenty left for the 





police. With the prisoners came rac- 
ing charts, croupiers, telephones, 
joud speakers, dice and plenty of 


cash. Some places received the usual 
tip-off and were closed when the 
cops arrived. 


operators were known to him and 
that warrants would be issued. 

The respectable portion of the 
citizenry is asking ‘how come?’ If 
police knew the operators of gaming 
places why were they permitted to 
operate so widely and _ openly 
throughout the summer. The more 
cynical taxpayers smile and point to 
the fact that ‘the end of the season 
is near.’ 

Police resenting the thrusts made 
at them are saying that higher-ups 
gave them the word to ‘lay-off.’ Who 


the higher-ups are, these cops who | 


refuse to be named, also refuse to 
staie. 


t is well known that Atlantic City | 


enjoyed one of its most prosperous 
and largest gambling seasons in years 


and that all places were under pro- | 


tection of certain politicians. 
Attached to some of the top city 
officials were ‘special investigators’ 


who were really nothing more than | 
‘bag-men’ for the political machine. | 


It is also known that one operator of 
a large ‘horse joint’ had the wire 
concession and that no new bookie 
could open without his okay. 

Never was vice more organized 
here. Gambling places, ‘houses of 
joy’ and number games were each 
seperate units, with their own top 
men and collectors, but all ‘swearing 
allegiance’ to the ‘machine.’ 

And it’s a powerful machine. 
About 15% of the voting population 
either holds political jobs or is as- 
signed to work in the various rackets. 

Mayor Charles D. White, of an old 
and prominent Quaker family, said 
he did net come in as a reformer, 
that vice existed before he assumed 
office, that it was tolerated by the 
citizens and that his main interest 
was putting the town back on its 
financial feet. He has no liking for 
the ‘special investigators’ and re- 
cently told your correspondent that 
he had ‘to swallow these fellows.’ 
It is known, too, that the turn of 
events had been so digusting to him 
that he was ready to resign, but re- 
fuses now to step down, as it may 
indicate he was quitting under fire. 

The Mayor had already moved to 
take over the police department and 


the whole slough against vice may | 


be nothing more than a ‘dog-fight’ 
between Hizzoner and Director of 
Public Safety Cuthbert who has re- 
sisted the attempt to wrest the police 
department from him. 


Detroit Niteries Set, 
Ready for Autumn Biz 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 

Return of cooler weather heralds 
return of several non-ccoled niter- 
ies. Closing of outdoor spots should 
also mean a shot in the arm for 
clubs which weathered summer on 
® shoe-string. 

Two new hotel nocturne spots will 
also enter field later this month. 





Hotel Siatler already has opened its | 
is rushing | 


new Cafe Rouge, and 
work on its new nitery adjacent to 
hotel on Washington Blvd. Webster 
Hall is also finishing a new drink 
spot, which'll open in few weeks. 

Club Saks, which is being done 
over, will have formal opening late 
this month, and the Club Commo- 
core, closed for summer, is expected 
to reopen in a few weeks. 





Erica Stolzberg’s Dance Tour 

Erica Stolzberg, German ballet 
dancer, being set for a recital tour 
and class cafe dates by Albertina 
Rasch in America. 


+ 


with A. C. Politics 





Dog Ate Steak 





Newport, Ky., Sept. 7. 

Glenn Schmidt, manager of 
Beverly Hills club, has advised 
booking agency not to book any 
more dog acts. One of Gau- 
tiers’ pooches jumped on a 
table and gulped a customer's 
steak. 

Meat was a $2.25 chunk, but 
squawk was that Schmidt 
doesn’t want his entertainers 
doubling as ‘able partners. 














AQUATIC NITERIES 
| ALSO OGLE LEGION 


Police Chief James 
McMenamin, however, said that their | 


| Floating niteries which generally 


fold after Labor Day are extend- | 


ing season for an additional month 
| this year, taking a gamble on Indian 


summer weather and the incoming 


American Legion Convention in New 
York Sept. 20-26. 

Kay Parsons’ Showboat is ready- 
ing a special revue dedicated to the 
visitors, talent including Ruby Barih, 
Hal Abbott and Marcia 
Jackie Star; Bernice Jarnot, Yeo- 
manettes ensemble and William Con- 
nelly’s orch. 

Mandalay and S. S. Westchester, 


other night floaters, are also ready- | 


ing special eniertainment. 
tion to the trio of showboats the Mc- 


ule on its Coney Island 
from the Battery, N. Y., 
| September in order to get some of 
| the Coney Mardi Gras biz week of 
Sept. 13 and the Legionnaires 
week following. 


sailings 


‘SALLY RAND EXTENDS 
HER ONE-NIGHT TOUR 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 





| here while appearing at Eddie Pey- 
| ton’s last week. Tour was to have 
ended yesterday in Ridgeway, Pa., 
| but after a three-day layoff tour will 
| be resumed Friday in Kankakee, II1., 
and continue for 21 more nights. 


On current dates in ballrooms and 
dance halls, Miss Rand is carrying 
only Don Peeble’s band. Gal sez 
she’s serious about trying to crash 
a Broadway legit show this year but 
if that doesn’t pan out she'll reor- 
ganize her stage unit and hit out 
| over the theatre circuit again. 


The Rand one-nighters began day 
after she closed in ‘White Cargo’ at 
Wharf theatre in Provincetown. 
| She's making all of the jumps by 
| auto with a specially built trailer. 








Mitzi Green, Bergere’s 





Mitzi Green is the reopening at- 
traction at the renovated Club Ver- 
| sailles, N. Y.. next Thursday (16) 
when the ‘Babes in Arms’ star tees 
off the policy of big names again. 
| During the summer the East 50th 
street nitery had been coasting with 
moderate talent budgets. 

New _ band 


succeeding Harry 


Harris, | 


Orch Set for Versailles. 


| cently at the Paradise, N. Y. 





MAKING PITT A 7-DAY 
STAND FOR BAND DATES 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 
Although Pittsburgh is still a six- 
day town for flesh, it has in reality 
become a seven-day spot for bands 
and acts playing Stanley, WB de- 








luxer. That’s the result of a suc-'! 
cessful experiment tried out here by | 
Harry Kalmine, Warner zone man- | 
ager, and will continue indefinitely. | 

Shows booked at Stanley now are 
spending Sunday in Steubenville, O., | 
ace WB house there. It’s 35 miles 
from Pittsburgh and Sunday shows 
with name attractions there have of 
late been grossing as much for house 


| as it ordinarily does in three or four 


| 
| 


} 
! 


' 


' 


| 
| 
| 


In addi- | 


Allister line will also extend sched- | 


| 


the | 


; ical critics had hailed 
until end of | ~* 


days. 
Dick 


was m.c. at 


Several 
Powell, the flicker star, 
Stanley, same stunt was employed 
for Steubenville but was dropped 
some time back. Resumption. last 
fall proved so profitable that it'll be 
continued indefinitely. 

Acts and units playing Stanley | 
used to be paid on a six-Cay basis. | 

| 
| 


years when 


ago, 


Now it’s a full week for them unless, 
as sometimes happens, ii’s a band 
that has to go back to New York on 
On those | 

without 


Sundays for a broadcast 
Sieubenville is 
Sunday shows. 


occasions, 


Dixie Femmes Can’t 


Take a Takeoff On 
Gal Who’s ‘From Dixie’ 


Washineton, Sent. 7. 


Sheila Barret‘. headlinins Loew’s 
Canitol last week and I sied as 
hometown gal, eliminated what lo- 


as her clever- 
est impersonation when a lady mem- 


ber of the D. C. Georgia Siate So- 
ciety soquawked it wes ‘insult to/! 
southern women.’ Lady soc'ety | 
| member sent sharp note backsitaze 


| 
| 
} 


Sally Rand's one-night barnstorm- | Sheila agreed to drop sketch, which 
er, which began at Lake Compounce, | caricatures a ‘professional 
N. H., Aug. 15, has been extended | 871 getting too much to drink in a 


for three weeks more, fanner said | * 
| ing two days of engagement. 


| 





| 
4 


j 


after first performance on fifth day 
of engagement (31) saying: 

‘Your imitation. so 
outrageous insult to 
ern women. You 


called, is an 
all real south- 
have talent. Use 


it in a beiter way.” 


After 
Barron, 


conference 
Loew's 


with 
division 


Carter 
manager, 


southern 


ew York night club,’ for remain- | 

‘I'm here to entertain peop!e, not 
to embarass them,’ Miss Barreit told 
papers in announcing the elimina- 
tion. ‘But you might point out that 
I'm a southern girl, myself.’ 


MCA Sets Line Girls, 


Acts for London Niteries 





| 
Music Corp. of America will book | 
line of girls and ship them to Lon- | 
don to open at the Grosvenor House. | 
Group of 10 Georgie Hale girls em- | 
bark for London this week from 
Cannes, France, to open there on | 
Sept. 23 for six weeks. 


| 


Also set for London engagements 


|;are Grace and Charles Herbert, | 
dancers, for new Trianon nitery, | 
opening Sept. 27: Russell Swann, 





Rosenthal is Maximilian Bergere and | 


Galli-Galli also goes in. 





Two ‘Big Applers’ Killed 


In Automobile Collision 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 7. 

Two Negro youths of a group of 

| five ‘Big Apple’ entertainers were in- 

| stantly killed in a car-truck collision 


| near Garner as they were going to 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Wilson theatre to give a midnight 
performance. 
| J. P. Moody, manager of the 


group, drove the machine’ in which 
the five weré riding, listed the dead 
{as Willie Lee Jackson, about 14, of 
;Columbia, S. C., and John Wesley 
| Jones, about 20, of Darlington, S. C. 
|A third, Billie Hill, was slightly 
|hurt, although he and two 
jescaped injury. 


others | 


magico, Dorchester House, Sept. 16, 
and Texas Tommy, horse act, re- 





Now ‘Jardin de Follies’. 
Allen Gilbert, stager of shows at | 
the Apollo, N. Y., 


will go ahead with | 
the nitery deal for a spot on W. 52d | 


sireet, N. Y., which was to have 
been called the Chez Burlesque. 
Gilbert and associates interested | 


in venture plan early next month | 
| opening with ‘Jardin de Follies,’ new 





| taboo in New York. 


'ord here for a single act is that of 


tag since burlesque classification on 
any amusement enterprise is 


now | 





SONGSTRESS’ QUICK REPEAT | 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. | 


Quickest repeat booking on rec- 


Marjorie Gainsworth, singer, whe 
returns to Sianley Friday for her 
second engagement at this. spot 


within six weeks. She'll be on a bill 
with Glen Gray’s orch. 

Gal was a big click last time here, 
but re-booking a surprise consider- 
ing fact she’s not yet an established 
name. | 


} 





agents, 





Safety First 





Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 
Mayor Wilson’s newest move 
in city’s safe-driving campaign 


is to detail a cop in front of 
every nitery after midnight. 
Bluecoats’ orders are to 0.0. 
everyone coming out and de- 
cide if he is in a fit state to 
drive. If not, cop is to find a 
sober person to drive for the 
tipsy one or lock the car and 


keep the keys. 











Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
to 


populace at 


Balloon 


big 


ascensions used be a 
for the 


carnivals 


attraction 
and 
retain 


the fairs and today 


they still there their popu- 
larity but with a more modern slant. 
Since the advent of Prof. Jean Pic- 
card and (Miss) Mickey Carlyle. 
balloon danseuse, balloon ascensions 
and dances have been in clusters. 
Miss Carlyle has revamped her 
original act at the Minnesota State 
Fair here to include dozens of bal- 


B&K Taking Rubber-Band Off 
For Big Stage Draws at Chicago 
Oriental; Figures It's Better B. 0. 


“STRATOSPHERE DANCE’. 
NEW AERIAL STRIP. 


loons instead of the former single 
one and it is now called ‘The 
Stratosphere Dance.’ Miss Carlyle | 


wears an aviator’s helmet and gog- 
gles as her only costume, except the 
little balloon which she 


retains to | 


preserve some of her modesty and | 


appease the censors after tossing the 
rest into the audience as souvenirs 
of the fair. 


Philly Agents Hedging 
On $100 License Nick 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

new law governing 
which went into effect 
Wednesday 
so far on the agents’ doing biz. 
Although the ordinance specifies 
every booker must have a license, 
sock for which is $100, only five 
agents have taken out certificates. 
About 17 of the 10%ers were al- 


Pennsy’s 


|ready diplomaed under the general 


law regulating employment agen- 


| cles, 


Labor and Industry 
which is in charge of enforcement, 


;now making plans to go after the 


chiselers. Vic Girard, local agent, 
promises pinches if the sheepskins 
aren't obtained. Grace being al- 
lowed because letters of notification 
that the law would take effect Sept. 
1 weren't received by the agents 
until day effective. 


Newest Crazy Show Less 


Hokey; Not So Funny 


London, Sept. 7. 
‘London Rhapsody, newest Crazy 
Show, opened at the Palladium 
Wednesday (1). 
rate scenery than heretofore and a 


| smaller percentage of slapstick. 


Chez Burlesque Nitery | 


Whole thing is closer to a regula- 
tion West End revue along normal 


lines than ever before and hence is | 


less funny. 





Gourfain’s New Unit 
Chicago, Sept. 7. 


Harry Gourfain has selected acts | 


for his new ‘Mad Cap’ unit, set to 
break in around here. 


Pete, Peaches and Duke, Ray Con- | 


lon and Co., Paul Nolan and Co., 
Charlie McCardey, Lillian Mark, and 
Loreli. 





LELA MOORE’S COAST TREK 


Lela Moore, dance illusionist, has 


| been set for a couple of California 
| dates by the William Morris office. 


Girl's ‘Dance of the Lovers’ opens 
at the Orpheum, L. A., Sept. 22, with 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, follow- 
ing. 


| 28 


| 


| will 








Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Balaban & Katz has decided to re- 


vise its policy setup in its loop 
houses, and will proceed in the 
future on the basis that the real 


business is made from 
and not from overhead. 
B & K is tossing the idea of keep- 
ing the overhead down out of the 
window, and has gone into the open 
market on a hunt for top box office 
names, whether on sereen OL 

To that end, B & K has decided 
to eliminate the present cheap ad- 
mission for cheap show policy at 
the Oriental. Has been running at 
25c low to 65c top at the house, 
ing slough pictures and second- 
run stuff for the most part, tied up 
with a vaude bill that budgeted 
usually well under $3,500. With an 
average cost sheet on the house at 
$17,000 Balaban & Katz has been 
losing an average of $3,000 on the 
house for the past year, 

Starting 


coin in show 
attractions 


stare 





this coming week the 
Oriental will go to a name picture 
and name stage show policy, and 
will hike its price to 75¢c, and will 
run at the same policy as the B & K 
flagship Chicago, which gets 
75¢ top. 
Big Pix and Acts at Both 

Oriental will compete with the 
Chicago in both screen and stage 
power. For the opening on the new 
policy the house has been given 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA), which is set 
for a two-week run. In addition, 
the house will get a show that will 
budget better than $4,500. Fred 
Evens, stage producer at the Chi- 
caro, will also handle the Oriental 
staging. For the opening will com- 
bine the Chicago and Oriental giv!s, 
on the stage in all, for a big 
extravaganza impression Chicago 
not need its girls due to the 
appearance of Eddy Duchin band 


also 


on the stage. 


last | 
(1) has had little effect | 


Department, | 





It has more elabo- | 


Will headline an all-girl novelty | 
, band, with Nell Kelly. Also in- 
| cludes Three Sophisticated Ladies, 


Following ‘Dallas,’ the Oriental 
has alreecy set, through booking 
manager Lou Lipstone, a ‘Battle of 


Swing’ stage show which will be 
headed by two name_  orchesires, 
Clyde Lucas and Earl (Father) 
Hines combos. The general policy 


of the house will continue on that 
level. 

This decision on the part of 
B & K follows a close examination 
the books for the past few wecks, 
which indicates that the times the 
Chicago and Oriental perked into 
profits were the times they pre- 


sented topnotch attractions, and not 
the weeks that they shaved the over- 
head. 

Spend Money to Get B.O. 


At the Oriental this was indicated 
by the booking of ‘San Quentin’ 
(WB) into the house despite the 
upped cost of the print for the house, 
and by the gross turned in by Lou 
Holtz-Helen Morgan stage combina- 
tion. The Chicago has zoomed iis 
gross average more than $20,000 
weekly during the past few months 
with the bookings of Martha Rave, 
| Duchin, Vallee, ‘Artists and Models” 
| picture, ete., jumping from a previ- 
ous $25.006-$36,000 average to $45,- 
000-£60,000. 

At its 25c-65e policy the Oriental 
had been competing directly with 
the State-Lake which is owned by 
|B & K though operated by Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer on a 50-50 deal. 
This house has been turning in 
regular profits for B & K and the 
circuit feels that this return will be 
upped by the removal of Orien‘al’s 
competition from the low-priced 
field. 

And still another angle in the shift 
of the Oriental to a top theatre is 
the crying need for additional ace 
flicker outlets by B & K Pictures 
| have been dammed up and pushed 
| back due to the lack of screen space 
in the loop, and the distributors are 
| yowling their heads for dates. 

B & K as an exhibitor has been 
adverse to pulling pictures out of 
its loop houses just to make room 
for new ones as long as the current 
| flickers were doing business, Such 
| pictures as ‘Saratoga,’ ‘Good Earth,” 
‘Captains Courageous,” “You Can't 
Have Everything’ and ‘Star Is Born’ 
have been held in the loop from six 
to eight weeks, playing as many as 
three theatres Lefore finally being 
shoved out. B & K believes that a 
sock picture will do more and better 
business for eight weeks than an 
ordinary programmer will do in a 
single week. 
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, i t—although not}selle Daisy opens with some kicks; quiet and attentive to Miss Mura 
; l b R : args Po ys gignenorgg interesting and turns. Followed by Ray and/ who brings her Spanish personality 
tg lu eviews enough—still another, and prices | Fred, comedy team, of big and little | to sing both popular and semi-classj¢ 
along with the average is doing its| Negro, who step a routine of taps | tunes in a new, dramatic style. She 
eebes wr § that has nothing extradordinary by an expeive’ sppearance on 
tourists for the Exposition, the Cot- Caught on off-week night, custom- | its ype Se iS = “ ee ie in pe o  Sule 
COTTON CLUB in Club is one that has held its| ers were there in sufficient number do a pao 7 y Lae 4 Sweet e senabtie TP ve le touah ar is 
(PARIS) aur and is still doing well. Some- to make it evident that operator 7 mos oo =. os ae: 3 qauete t 40 Keep 
P thing which can’t be said for all,| Henri Dajou is weathering the dull- icadan. ante ie. a oa bo | Mura’s ability $e. do just that is - 
Paris, Aus: ‘hich | while some have done a fold. est month of the year in fine style. | ye the onlookers think they are | indication of a surefire footlight per- 
© ig Plows Be Bs ihe year ex-| Leon Abbey’s band is probably| Gal heavy on looks but light on | American, ofier ‘what is termed a | sonality. ) ‘ 
se to cash in on the influx of! one of the best reasons for this, the! dancing ability billed as Mader | bolero number to fair returns. They: , There was another singer on the 


_— — —jhave looks, which does more to put | show, earlier, but not early enough. 
- =—=_ sa 4 their number over than any actual | Irene Fenton doesn’t rate here, hav- 











| dancing a to impress. gn is 
; ‘i probably a swing singer. e Rayes 
FEATURED ARTISTS WITH Colored lad from Holland cailed can always be counted on for the 


| Martin Sterman offers a few songs 


|—all old favorites of the last decade 
CLIFFORD C. FISCHER'S —al rites of E 
| accompanying himself on a ukelele. | Latin appearance is strangely hitched 


| Nothing extraordinary about his as - 
F Poe Se Ria saeia ania iad |to truckin’ and Suzi-Q numbers. 
NEW OLIES BERGERE gpg: Crag Al outdated, but | mreir straight Spanish eennda ave 
f - vale excellent. Billy an every Bemis 
FRENCH CASINO, NEW YORK Quartet drawn from the orchestra, | * ee a ngage A 
led by Abbey, sings two numbers, | 2™° repeaters in this nitery, and 


a j Ok again make good. They are a con- 
one. a, straight and the other 2 medley Sistent pair of youthful dancers, wit 


. : | plenty of pep, style and delivery. 
offering. Boys performing seem to) " oy Prowl performance Henry 
have more fun than the customers, | Busse orchestra. rates particulai 

but get plenty of laughs. . |mention. They've been here a long 

Good jazz dispensed by Abbey is/time now, but the longer they stay 
FOLIES BERGERE | backed up by the Bibo Tange Band, | the more they satisfy the customers. 
| but in this spot the jazz and swing |The orchestra remains a solid musi- 


FRENCH CASINO NEW YORK | does far the best and stays the cal aggregation, playing a great 





best in appearance and a highly 
leasant dancing routine. Their 














longest. Hugo. show and coming through day in and 

ed ee day out with listenable and dance- 

CHEZ PAREE able tunes. The Maurie Stein group 

P 1 99 fills in between the Busse sojourns 

“One of the bright spots of the evening are Bil and Bil. . (CHICAGO) on the band stand, and does a 
—Ted Friend, N. Y. “Daily Mirror,” Aug. 25. Chicago, Sept. 5. capable job. Gold. 


Nitery Placements 


Without cash register dynamite in 


| the list of acts, this midsummer show 

D Bil |; has a wealth of excellent talent. If 

there was only one sock name, it 

would have been a perfect nitery 

bill. achelors, Savoy-Plaza hotel 

Show has class, particularly in the 2 meenetarn ; 

work of Paul Draper, Paul Gerritts| “‘7j,, Tap, Toe, dancers; Choco- 

| and Corinna Mura. . | lateers. dancers; Tramp Band, Cotton 
3 ; ee i - | Gerritts filled in as m.c. and comic Club. N. Y 

“A Standard Vaudeville Novelty.”—“Variety,” Aug. 25 |on the bill, and did both stints with Socarras, Big Time Crip, dancer, 


his always assured and distinctive| spoons Brown, Bubbles, Harlem Up- 
E DORMON ES a cinch entertainer, contributed his} °F) mrt naaag ot a Chatiotecrs. Cook 
usual gracious and satisfying turn qd Br at dancers Kit Kat. N.Y 
here. His stories have their own | 4") ce” Wilkens, singer, New 
slightly nutty tone, and the delivery orothy kens, A 





THOSE FUNNY PORTERS Of THE FRENCH CASINO 








. . . se | ( , hea Y 
“Comedy Unicyle Pantomuimists enhances the yarns. In addition, | Yorker hotel. N.Y. 
| Gerritts comes through with his skat- coon ey og, ge Mischa’ 4 
|ing routine, the acme of finesse on dancer; Volodi Kate 8 ies: ee 
the rollers. dancer; Volodia Katov, p st; Ma 


| Draper continues on his own per-| Sia Sava, singer; Simeon Karavaeff, 
iy HYDE sonal campaign to turn tap dancing} dancer, Kretchma, N. Y. a: . 
into a classic art, substituting idea Nena, dancer; er ee — 
approach for energy. Draper has} Mona Lisa, Gaucho, N. Y. 


kicked ‘Nagasaki’ into the alley and James _Keogan, singer; Kathleen 
has substituted with Gershwin,| Maye, singer; Haines, Tate and 


AND 
Debussy and Strauss. He has con-| Simpson, Leon and Eddie's, N. aS 
j i quered his stuttering almost com- Dario and Diane, dancers, Plaza 
pletely, and introduces each number | hotel, N. Y. 





himself in a smart manner. Grace and Ray McDonald, dancers, 
His work is distinctive, standing} Frolics, N. Y. 
out above anything else in the tap Wini Shaw, singer; Ramon and 





|line, for there’s no one else around! Renita, dancers; Riviera, Englewood, 


| doing his type of work. Was over| N. J. ; 3 ' 
E Ri Ee a EI DA | well with this audience. Doris Rhodes, singer; Titon Trio, 
| And the customers were plenty! tumblers; Versailles, N. Y. 











Ted Friend, N. Y. “Daily Mirror,” Aug. 25.—‘“Irene Helda, a cute mite, sings and dances 
in the traditional Gallic manner.” 


DUE TO OUR ADVANCED NEW-TYPE OF STAGE-UNIT PRO- 
DUCTIONS AND A HEAVY ADDITION OF CITY-DATES AND 
PLAYING TIME 


FIRST TIME IN AMERICA 
THE CIRCUIT NEEDS 


LES JUVELYS |} MORE UNIT PRODUCERS—ACTS— 


“Les Juvelys may be safely acclaimed the greatest specialty ever brought to American 


shores.”—Ted Friend, N. Y. “Daily Mirror,” Aug. 25. VAUDEVILLE TALENT — MUSICIANS! 
SHOW OWNERS: Contact ffi for the N Sea- 
LUCI EN N E and ASHOU » | son’s ‘stilt tec Rgad We ane itehag foun 


thru to the holidays now. 
FRENCH CONTINENTAL COMEDY DANCERS STANDARD ACTS: Our shows want the best, and, if 


u make it ri : in 
y Ted Friend, N, Y. “Daily Mirror,” Aug. 25.—‘Lucienne and Ashour offer an Apache Dance ap a : “er i afford you Just be certa 
that eclipses all similar efforts by the widest of possible margins.” mis a Lusnman Unit. 


MUSICAL ACTS: Novelties who double orchestra—give 
us the details. 

| UNKNOWN TALENT: From the radio hours, etc., if you 

| really want a future, here is your opportunity. 

















All Performers: File a photo, in make-up, with our Kansas City 
and Coast offices, on the back type title, billing, descriptive matter, 
lowest salary (net, no commissions) and permanent mailing 


EUROPE’S REPRESENTATIVE NOVELTY DANCERS 
address. Photos will not be returned, but will be filed until we 


LILYAN, DANIA and MALO 
find you a spot. 
Ted Friend, N. Y. “Daily Mirror,” Aug. 25.—‘‘Les Menchiassi merit praise in presenting THE WILBUR CUSHMAN CIRCUIT 


their droll camel specialty.” P SUMMER ADDRESS 
P. O. Box 1642, Hollywood, Calif. 


LES MENCHIASSI] On and After October 1 
Entire Fifth Floor—FOX 


WILSHIRE THEATRE BLDG. 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 


5 : d : 7 Middle West Division Office 
“THE BREESE BOYS DID A YEOMAN JOB PLAYING FOR THE REVUE. The Wilbur Cushman Circuit, 950 Dierks Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 


— Variety,” Aug. 25, | Ed. Gardiner, District Manager : 


LOU BREESE —— ————— 

































MUSICAL DIRECTOR CLIFFORD C. FISCHER'S 


FOLIES BERGERE—FRENCH CASINO, NEW YORK - new =| 
(o0rG scones saya Sine Ns 


Als Carte. 


: Shows 8 & 12 ? a 
no coven [mm S3t 
RUSS MORGAN WOMARGE Ferstectxtre 
& LOU BREESE e 
ORCHESTRAS 


7th Ave. and 50th St. + Res. COl. 5-7070 
WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS THEATRE-RESTAURANT 





RUSS MORGAN ORCHESTRA ALSO CAME IN FOR “CROWNING.”—“Variety,” Aug. 25. 


RUSS MORGAN 


And His ORCHESTRA 
FRENCH CASINO, NEW YORK 
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Burlesque Reviews 





MEET THE GIRLS 


(GAYETY, BALTIMORE) 
Baltimore, Sept. 5. 

This is a show Izzy Hirst may well 
use as a pattern for his new deal 
jn burlesque. Aside from the featured 
stripper, Evelyn Myers, who has 
everything it takes, ‘Meet the Girls 
uses effectively spliced in specialties 
by Cornish and Dean, okay boy and 
girl hoofers; Ben Hamilton, vocalist; 
Mildred Tolle, well-trained danseuse, 
and an experienced trio of burlesque 
comics, Harry Evanson, 
Meyers and Harry Seymour. 

Best of all, however, is the routing 
of the line of 14 well-sized and color- 


fully wardrobed girls into the doings | 


with a minimum of lengthy and 
meaningless parade numbers and 
stress laid instead upon well trained 
routines that last just long enough 
40 give decided pace and lilt to the 


show. Other principals’ include 
Harry Jackson, capable  siraight; 
Joan Delees, secondary _ stripper; 


Dorothy Sevier. and Max DuVol. 

Show gets off to breezy start by 
principals and line followed by a sax 
and hoofing specialty by male mem- 
ber of Cornish and Dean. Kissing 
bit by Seymour, Meyers, Jackson 
and femme principals next and okay 
for some laughs, followed by a line 
number led by Dorothy Sevier. Corn- 
ish and Dean on here wack out a 
good hoofing specialty to good re- 
¢urns after which Mildred Tolle leads 
a waltz number by ensemble and 
shows a-.technique indicating classic 
training. 

Harry Evanson and principals in a 
hereafter bit; another number by 
Miss Tolle; the wax doll business by 


Harry 








5 


ETTY 
BRUCE 


THE SENSATION 
of “Nuits de Folies” 


CASINO, LONDON 


Daily Sketch, says — “The 
greatest volume of applause was 
that which greeted the dancing 
of Betty Bruce. She is quite the 
best tap-dancer yet seen in Lon- 
don—wonderfully rhythmic in- 
terpretation—real dancing. Ex- 
ceptionally good entertainment. 
The most valuable contribution 
it makes to the London stage is 
Betty Bruce.” ° 


Dir. CLIFFORD FISCHER 











ALWAYS WORKING 


AL ‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Last Week—Oriental, Chicago 
NOW TOWER THEATRE 
KANSAS CITY 











Harry Meyers, Jackson and princi- 
pals; some very legit warbling by 
Ben Hamilton; a mild peeler by Miss 
Delees; a racetrack bit by Seymour 
and Evanson; a burlesque on Major 
Bowes, and another interlude by 
Cornish and Dean follow in order 
and to good effect. 

Evelyn Myers, a real looker, and 
nicely put together, then steps onto 
one for her peeling specialty done 
in legitimate and effective manner. 
Knows how to handle an audience 
and puts over a real sock without be- 
ing offensive or tawdry in selling 
her wares. Finale that follows, a 
syncopated wedding with entire cast 
| participating good curtain drawer 
that had them waiting for the finish. 

Second act, different from the av- 
|erage burlesque after part that is a 
| mild rehash of preceding stuff, opens 
with okay hillbilly comedy song and 
business and follows with Cornish 
|and Dean in some more hoofing: G: 
ton the Boarder comedy bit: C 
and Dean: Miss Tolle; a pick up bit 
and another strong svot number in 
| which Miss Myers strips down ef- 
|fectively and with considerable 
| punch. Made for a pleasing contin- 
uation that held the stub holders to 
the very final curtain. 

With some tightening up here and 
there and a general speeding of the 
bits. 





iS- 


ornish 


comedy ‘Meet the Girls’ is a 
| show that should do Hirst’s circuit 
some good and reflect itself in good 
siyle in the box office. Burm. 
Girls From the Follies 
(CENTURY, BROOKLYN) 
| Apparently neither sticks, stones 
nor official name calling had any 


detrimental effect on the individuals 
who make up this entertaining wheel 
show. In abbreviated Century ver- 
sion it is speedy and enjoyable bur- 
lesque. 

Company carries three. vawde acts: 
Bob Beasley, xylophonist; Palmer 
and Foresta, dancers, and Carlton 
and Miller. All more than 
tween strips fillers; a good-looking, 
well performing chorus, and a prin- 
cipal personnel of equal inerit. 

Blonde Lee Siegel, singer, opens 
with a chorus background and is fol- 
lowed by femme portion of Carlton 
and Killer team in a solo acro. In 
Same scene for speedy start are 
George Murray and Max Furman. 
comics, who do a comic peeling down 
to bloomers. From then on it’s in- 
dicated and proven that burley is in 
the offing. 

Speedily and effectively Murray. 
Nona. Martin, Alma Mabien and 
straight Bob Bates go through a worm 
turns bit wherein horsewhipping be- 
tween the quartet gets laughs. 

Dancers are injected in next two 
spots. Tappers on first in their fa- 
miliar chair - to - floor - to-heel-to-toe 
routine which,winds up in a rough- 
house party for exit. Palmer and 
Foresta do some interesting work in 
adagio-precision time. 

One of the better production num- 
bers, using offstage mike singing of 
Miss Siegel, is done to ‘Slumming on 
Park Ave.’. Chorus is decked out in 
male and femme regalia of caps. 
sweaters, etc., and paired in cake 
walking. Remainder of liners and 
house showgirls in plumed finery and 
lorgnettes supply the contrast. 

Murray and Nona Martin, show’s 
femme lead, knock off heftiest humor 


in a French maid and country 
nephew bit. Exit doing a comic dance 
together. 

In between following showgirl 





routine and more comicality, Beas- 
| ley’s metal key board is staged for 
two songs. Kid is unusually fast on 
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the carillon chariot for one so ap- 
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| tumes 


| of 


parently young but none the less 
worthy. No polish or style now but 
should find it with more’ work. 
Girley stuff is first of two tableaux 
and most of the show’s nudity. Cos- 
are gaudy gold and plume 
stuff with chorus fully decked while 
backgrounders are nude to the waist. 
Palmer and Foresta appear again in 
this section for brief fully clothed 
adagio of lesser mettle than prede- 
cessor. 

In one-two-three order are Fur- 
man and Bates in a new and funny 
ghost mine sketch, a variation of the 
back-of-the-pants grab, and Miss 
Siegel in a brief costume rendition 
‘Jammin’. Latter reveals singer 


as shapely es well as throated. Chorus 


| brackets 


succeeds 


Siegel in split challenge 
work. 


School bit climaxes comedy. 





Last and second piece of nudity is| 


Miss Martin’s 
Man's Gone.’ 


about the most 
can still be 


sexy rendition of ‘My 
Song is delivered in 
revealing dress that 
within the law. 
back#round in semi-nuditvy behind 
the latest police creation of gauze 
Earlier Max Furman acquits 
self in a bedroom bit of no 
worth. About the most suvge 
portion in the show but also kept 
within the bounds of decency. There’s 
just enough zip in the eomic 
ceedings to keep them in the burley 
and out of the hoosegow, 
which proves something or other. 
Chorus unusually fine, well 
dressed and well oehaved. There is 
none of the stupid giggling, disinter- 
est. inability or indifference that 
seems to be the catch word for ma- 


jority. Hurl. 


him- 


little 


is 


WHIRL OF GIRLS 


(STAR, BROOKLYN) 
This one ushered in roadshow sea- 


;son at this adjaceni-to-the-shopping 


in-be- | 











district spot in downtown Brooklyn. 
House, because of its strong pull 
from Navy Yard, had been dubbed 
the Gobs’ Hippodrome, but has either 


lost its drag with that clientele or 
else the news of reopening hasn't 


gotten around to the Navy Yard yet. 
Whatever, there not a gob in 
sight at the opening Sunday night 
(5). 


Vas 


If ‘Whirl of: Girls’ is a fair sample 


|of what the Izzy Hirst Circuit calls 


‘rejuvenated burlesque’ (under 
wraps), this new type of girleycue is 
a waste of time. There is no notice- 
able transition or improvement over 
other burleys which perforce must 


Liners | 


tive | 


pro- | 


-nedy. 


finale, which packs a living fireworks 
display that’s a sock for novelty. 
Latter has sparkler effect emanating 
from bodies of girls in pinwheel 
fashion. It’s electrical, two ways. 
Mike Sachs, doing rednose. and Al 
Pharr, deadpan. carry the comedy 
burden of the show. Sachs has the 
edge, but Pharr makes a good foil if 
nothing else. Sachs works like a 
Trojan, manages a fair share of 
laughs.with the mediocre material at 
hand, but eventually goals ‘em later 
in a spot svecialty with 


an ivory tickler, carries some good 
crossfire chatter with Miss Kennedy, 
which with latter’s vocalizing makes 


the contrib a welcome oasis in the 
jclesert of nothingness which preceded 
; end followed If nothing else t 
hows what Sachs could have done 
with better skit material] But what’ 
|the use? Jt just wesn’t there. Pharr’ 
lauvh-getting innings are mostlv via 
watersnouting, biz that’s lon nce 
| been a.k 
| Aside from her stint with Sact 
Miss Kennedy makes pe ynable ap- 
} ce h urtnout ernating n 
sk with the brace of comics. Jai- 
| Leta and Diane Johnson. both per- 
|}sonable gals with plenty worth 
| perusing, alternate in the strips, 
|some under wravs, but mostly not 
| The ensemble numbers have plenty 
|of chest undrapery. There are a 
|coupla other specialties that smack 
| of vaude, but don’t get the propo- 
nenis much attention. nee there is 
neither programming. house billing 
nor mike announcement to give anv- 
bodv an idea as to who's who or: 
what's what. t's the old burley 
| wheel argument that what's in a 
j}name so long as the epidermis is 
ykay? 


eschew its former classification while | 


in the La Guardia confines. 


It prob- 
ably takes down its hair 


and more 


clothes off when in more liberal, pre- | 


cincts -where burlesque has got to be 
burlesque, or else. 

Show staris off with semblance of 
book (mistaken identity count form- 
ula), but gets lost in the shuffle long 
before the first striptease. After that 
it's the usual hodgepodge of time- 
worn burley skits. Production and 
costuming fresh and flashy. Chorines 
and showgals are mostly lookers. 
While somewhat of a pace is set at 
start everybody gets winded half 
way down and it goes blah until the 


Idea of trying to strins out a whole 
lot of nothing into a*two-hour show 
is not working ovt here. Succession 
and lack of contrast in numbers does 
not enhance by a long shot. This 
quantity sans quality gag never 
worked out and won't here either. 

Producers’ argument has been that 
they’d rather look than listen at this 
type of show. If so, that’s putting 
the new idea burley in a classifica- 


Alice Ken- | 
Sachs demonstrates ability as | 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


a 


Schine’s Pontiac theatre geiting 
|its face lifted, a neon fiash with 
| tint of Broadway. 

Dorothy Maxwell (Maxwell Sis- 


| ters), who Broadwayed it for a spell, 


| stopped off for a look-see at the Will 


Rogers’ Home. 


ard, Jr., Uncle Ezra Jones. Elmer 
| Williams, ogled the Will Rogers’ 
'Home. Came here to vacash an open 
|date of the Van Arnam show. 

Coming and Going ... Babe Ruth 
ogling the Saranac-Plattsburg base- 
ball ga with much autographing 

Harry Leyton paying ti te 
t] Stevenson Memori2l Lillian 
Mansfield to New York Martin 
Dillion to Brooklyn Hele: 
O'! ] wack from N. Y. C Ruth 
Mo ulting fish-convention for 
noihe ch, 

Last Sunday Will Rogers’ nates 
were entertained at Camp Intermis- 
sion by Mr. Wm. (Mother) Morris. 

Matihew HIl is a new arrival at 
the Will Rogers. Boy sh in from 
Philadelphia. Look-see denctes a 
short stay here. 

Tommy Abbott all bunged up with 
a summer cold. 

Write to those whom you know in 


Saranac or elsewhere that 





Billy O’Brien, Rudy Huff, Al Pin- 


are sick, 





GLENN POPE 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 
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Christmas Card Agents 














tion of peep show, 1d a peep show large profits. easily earned selling 
is a far cry from salvationing vaude new 21. Folder Assortment. Sells ot 
which the wheel heads have taken | oyna pe er etikacetites be 
upon themselves this season. More- Pee ae vette ta dae 
over, there never hes been a peep DOROTHEA ANTEL 
show worth anything near the 55c 226 West 72nd St., New Yerk, N. Y. 
nick being extracted for these shows. ' 
ACID TESTERS 
The surefire out-of-town circuit Cunofficial) -by which the New York 
nitery managers are guided comprises the ?25 Club and the Yacht Club, 


Esquire, Toronto 
An act that clicks there 


ences which are deemed tougher, 


is regarded as 


Chicago; the Mayfair, Cleveland; the MAYFAIR, BOSTON; and the Club 


almost surefire for N. ¥ 


audi 








LARRY THORNTON 


TENOR AND M,. C, 


MAYFAIR, BOSTON 


ist Engagement—64 Weeks 
2nd Engagement—24 Weeks 
3rd Engagement NOW in 13th Week 











Marling 
Mon., Sept. 13 
New York will Provide the 


World with Its Supreme 
Entertainment Thrill! 



















An expansive rendezvous for 
dining, dancing, and diver- 
tissement so novel in its 
conception, so prodigal in 
its décor and diversions that 
it is destined to become 
the center of the gaiety of 
nations! The great tradition 
of Rector’s, Maxim's, the Zieg- 
feld Roof, and the famous 
revue-restaurants of Europe «6% 
reaches its climax in the | 


44TH tT} ' 
World: Reker ON 7 ’ 

s IMES « ; 

“rgesy R SQUAR BB. 

and a €Uye Stay a 
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ning Sa ons mae af 
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a, 
). eP,;. fixe of $12.50 per percon 


On 





sesll prevad only for the FORMAL 
FIRST NIGHT DINNER AND 
PERFORMANCE 


Tor opening night and subsequent 
reservations, CHukerimg 4-2244 


Presenting at Dinner and Supper in 


THE CASINO 


The Most Sumptuous Stage Show in 
Night Club Annals, Produced by 

M. PIERRE SANDRINI of Bal Tabarin, Paris 

and M. JACQUES-CHARLES of Moulin Rouge, Paris 


the Miracle Stage 
“Brave!” 


100 International Beauties 
The Marcel Berge Ballet 
Chester Hale Dancers —Gertrude Hoffman Girls 
15 Overseas Novelty Acts 


3 Famous Orchestras 
GEORGE OLSEN and His Music of Tomorrow 
YASHA BUNCHUK—THE INTERNATIONALS 
No couvert charge at any time. 
2 Minimum charge weekdays and Sundays in the Casino $2.50* 
K Sat. end Holiday Eves $3.00 minimum at Dinner—$3.50 at Supper. 
‘ Definite table locations may be reserved in advance 


* 


& THE COSMOPOLITAN SALON 


New York's most luxurious dining room, 
will be open from luncheon until closing, with 
dancing from mid-afternoon, featuring 
George Olsen and His Music of Tomorrow 
No couvert or minimum charge 


* 


THE SPIRAL BAR 


at the Broadway entrance to the Casino, 
will be open daily and nightly 


An important feature of the 
International Casino will be its 


Cuisine Under Direction of 
World-Celebrated Chefs 



























VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 8, 1937 
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Chic Kennedy 
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Week of September 6 
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3 Rhythm Boys 
Catlente Cabelleros 


Chateau Moderne 
F McFarland Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Pegey Strickland 
Trini Plaza 

Claremont Ina 
Jolly Coburra Ore 

Club Cavalier 
Mark Sable Ore 
Henry Berman 
Jackie Gleason 
Sandra Landi 
Mildred Roselle 
Honey & J Wilson 
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G Andrews Orc 
Jack White 
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Savoy. Jr Ba & Buddy Wagner Ore 
CLAPTON SHEPH'RDS BUSH | Jack Osterman 
‘Rink Pavilion | Edith Roark 
Dudley's Midgets Wilson, Dake & H Mloria Vestott 
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San hd & May | Olvac & Lillian Jack Dempsey's 
“vemier | STREATHAM — Carpenter Ore 
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Fmoire Granada } Pampero 
Johus (ark Dagenham Pipers D’Avolos & A 
3 Nac } Murray <¢ ney | Antonita Morales 
HAW*it wH | Murray Sie { Jose & Patricia 
: Valace Latasha & I, ren las Guorecitas 
; | Rolando 


Wilson, Dake & H |! Dennis Fam 


Hickory Lodge 
(Larchmont, N. Y.) 
Wingy Mannone Or 
H’lyw’d Res/aurani 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 


E Jelesnick Ore 
NTG Rev 


Joey Ray 


Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 
Motel Astor 
(Roof Garden) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Al Barksdale Orc 
Shirley Lioyd 
fina Sedgewick 
Robby Dupent 
Olympic 3 


Hotel Biltmore 
(Moonlight Terrace) 
Bernie Cummins On 
I Angelo & Porter 
Walter Cummins 
Dorothy Crone 


Hote) Edison 
Billy Ore 
Hote! Kssex House 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Johnny Blue 
Murray Carun 
R J Calliman 
Hotel Gov. 
Phil D'Arey 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Dorothy Daniels 
Hotel Half Moon 

(Brooklyn) 
Ken Ore 
fette Carter 
Virginia Dare 
Betty Williame 

Hotel Lexington 
Andy Iona Ore 
Kay hinney 
Mesmo Hoit 


Swanson 


Clinton 
Ore 


Casey 





Beverly Wilshire 
Geo Hamilton Ore 


Biltmore Bowi 


Jirumy Grier Ore 
lola & Leavis 
Glen Pope 

Jan Rubini 

3 Biltmorettes 
Delores & Andra 
Dick Webster 

3 Rhythm Rascals 


Cafe International 


Don & A LeMaire 
Mills, Kirk & H, 
Jean Gary ‘ 
King Sis 

Olive Whiteman 
Night & Day 


Beth Wilson 
International Girls 
Frank Britton Orc 
Cate La Mate 
Wim Hoffman Co 
Clover Club 
Bob Grant Ore 
Helen Thompson 
Club Hawaii 
Hawaiian Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Edgar Bergen 
Charlie McCarthy 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Famous Door 
Stuff Smith 
Cozy Coe 
Jonah Jones 


George Redman Ore 
Elmer 

Duvall & Trege 
Maxine Gregory 
Jo & Ann Berkeley 


Pacific Sunset Club 


Al Heath Ore 
Bud & Helene 
Harriet Hillard 
June Morgan 

Buddy La Rue 


Palomar 
Goodman 


Benny Or 
Gene rupa 

Tai Sings 

Teddy Wilson 
Lionel Hampton 
Renny Goodman 


Hudson Metzger Gls 


Paris inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
VWominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Lillias Gilbert 
Bronlee Bros 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan ‘de Martinis 


Seven Seas 


Lonnie McIntire Ox 
Lily Gibson 


Honolulu [!ancers 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 


Betty Borden 





Eddie Beal 
Hawalian Paradise 
Sol Brights Orc 
Satini Tuai Loa 
Sol Hoopi 

Wanda 
Diana Toy 
Lido 
Parker's 
toberts 
Searles 
Dolore 


Little Club 


Jones 
ivendalh 


Ore 





| Jana 
| Paul 


Swing Club 
BBE 
Clarence Brown 
1" Gallagher 


Topsy's 
Al Eldredge 
Arnold S 
June Brur 
Jean Roe *! 
Barney Lind 
M Monach 
Leonn # 
Agnes Ju 


Ore 


on 
Trocadero 


Garwood Van © 





Jean Kirk 

Billie Lee 

Hotel Adelphia Roof 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Jack Hillard 

Anita Jacobi 

Spec & Spot 

Bert Lynn 

im & J Leach 

Paul Duke 

Texas Redheads 
Agnes ‘Tolle 

Evan B Fontaine 


Lambs Taverna 
Larry Meli Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Bardo & Cunn'’gh'm 
Agnes Willes 
Betsy Bain 
(leo Valentine 
Joe Armstrong 
Kahn & DePinio 

Palumbo’'s 
Kiddie 
Miller 


Thamas 
& Millard 


Klaine Ouen 

Jimmy Boiley 

Johnny Reilly 

Weber’s Hof Bran 
(Camden) 

Louis Chalkin Ore 

Ray Miller 

Nathan Bros 

Dick & Dottie Jones 

Janice Thompson 


Alfred Latell 

Int'l Instrumental 3 
ise Hart 

Hugo Klee 


Sid Golden 
Gregory Quinn & B 
Eldoradians 
Sunset Inn 

Ace Pancoast Ore 
Rio Rica 
Chubby Reed 

Al Cornarg 

Kd Marple 
Rhythm 2 

Peacock Gardens 
Sylvan Herman Orc 
Yorkiown Tavern 





Mayos «2%) 


Silly Sein Ore 


DETROIT 


Blossom Heath 


Lew Hoffman 
Joe, Betiy | 
King’s Je 


sters 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Casino) 
Ore 


Ron Perry 


Chalet 

Hank Fomish 
Blue 
Marie 
Winnie 
hileen 
Valira 


Ore 
Lantern 
Paul 
lay 
Sowers 
Hora 
King 
tallaghe 
H 
Club 


{Haw AN thie 
Continental 
Ore 





Ruth 
Corktown Tavern 
Great Thurman 
Drake Sis 
Mildred Goeble 
Larry Chabot 
Ruel & Tamara 
Ishakawa 
Eastwood Gardens 
Mike Riley Ore 
Oasis 
svett Co 
& Jerry 
Conroy 
Puddock Bar 
Auld 
Kleive 
Coffel 
Mlantation 
KMart Walton Orc 
Ted Blackman 


Martin 


Gs 
lune 
hen 


Charles 
lohn 
Beans 





nified with a sign to announce the 
event. 


Little For Pix | 


(Continued from page 1) 














handicapped because of the limited 
time devoted to such events. Not 
only are rehearsals inadequate but 
script deletions and revisions rarely 
accomplished. Under such condi- 
tions it is not surprising to experi- 
ence showmen that so few summer 
shows are Broadway possibilities. 
That isn’t all of the squawk 
from the rainbow chasing scouts. 
They point out that none of those 
barn theatre managers ever pro- 
duced a play on Broadway and that 


goes for stage directors. In other 
seasons several aspiring producers 
dabbled amongst the rural show 


shops but this summer passed 
the woods as unproductive. 

However, many actors have been 
in the country, away from city swel- 
ter, down where the bees hum and 
didn’t have to put the bee their 
friends. 


up 


yr 


WELL, IT WAS AN IDEA 


Rome, Aus. 4! 
. yr 
Plans to form a legit companys 
uniting Tullio Carminati and An- 


dreina Pagnani have evaporated. 
It had been hoped the company 
would appear in the U. S., too. 
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Interchangeable Memberships 
In 44's Worked Out; Awaits OK 





Interchangeability of cards among 
the unions within the Four A’s is 
believed to have been worked out, 
if the dues system of the Screen 
Actors Guild is acceptable. Similar 
plan has been virtually set for the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists and the other new union, the 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 
It now remains for Equity, Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors (vaude) 
and other Four A’s groups to adopt 
the same arrangement. 

Amount of dues in the SAG de- 
pends on the annual earnings of 
members. There is a minimum but 
those earning high salaries are re- 
quired to pay more, top dues in the 
picture group being $90 annually. 
Same idea as applied to Equity 
would fix the present $18 per year 
as a minimum but those getting top 
money would be required to pay a 
higher rate. With that plan applied 
to all the Four A’s unions, artists 
going from the stage to radio or the 
screen would not be required to pay 
additional dues. 

Talk within Equity over the 
changes brought about by the reor- 
ganization of the Four A’s and the 
importance of SAG plus the other 
new groups, indicates that further 
consideration may be given to cer- 
tain angles. Frank Gillmore is de- 
voting all his time to Four A’s of 
which he has been president for 
some time, but he is slated to pre- 
side at the legit association’s meet- 
ings, Paul Dulzell assuming his 
duties otherwise. 

There was some idea that Osgood 
Perkins as first vice-president might 
participate but it is understood he 
does not care to devote the time to 
such work. Dulzell has been with 
Equity since 1919 and none except 
Gillmore is more familiar with the 
association’s affairs. Pointed out 
that when Francis Wilson and John 
Emerson were heads of Equity, Gill- 
more as the executive secretary was 
in actual charge. Dulzell will be 
in exactly the same position, since 
Gillmore is not to relinquish his title 
of presidency, 


KURT ROBITSCHEK T0 
PRODUCE OVER HERE 


Production of musicals for Broad- 
way and London is planned by Kurt 
Robitschek, producer of vaude and 
revues in Europe. Robitschek ar- 
rived last week and plans making 
permanent headquarters here. Will 
shortly leave for a fortnight’s 0.0. of 
Hollywood. It’s his first trip to 
America, 

According to the producer he will 
lease a Broadway house in which he 
will produce what he calls ‘all-in- 
one’ shows, similar to those he has 
staged in London, Paris and Berlin. 
Production would be an admixture 
of operetta, comedy drama, produc- 
tion numbers and vaudeville acts. 
Show would run two hours, with the 
possibility of eight performances a 
week according to legit practice, or 
two-a-day, 

Robitschek figures on staging three 
shows a year, each to run four 
months. Following the run _ here, 
the productions go to his Victoria 
Palace Theatre, London, and possi- 
bly the Alhambra, Paris. Claims his 
financing is all set from the other 
side, 

Listed also is an operetta, ‘Con- 
gress Dances,’ for which he wrote 
the book and which was filmed by 
Ufa with Lilian Harvey. 

During recent seasons Robitschek 
has been one of the biggest bookers 
of American acts for his London and 
Paris houses. 











Helena Pickard Set 


London, Sept. ‘ 

Before Sailing back to N. Y. Fr y 
(3), Morris Gest signed Helena Pp 
ard. 

Will use her for the title role in 

ady Precious Stream,’ which he in- 
tends to send out again for road and 
Concert dates. 


+> 





Double Burn 





Showman received a 
which he knew was 
when the writer was burning. 
He returned the epistle with 
the envelope notation: 

‘Unopened by mistake.’ 
made it worse, 


letter 
penned 


That 

















Schwartz, Stillman To 
Collab on Filmusicals 


Arthur Schwartz, composer, is tak- 
ing unto himself another lyricist- 
collaborator, Albert Stillman, who 
supplied the wordage for the ‘Vir- 
ginia’ score at the Center, N. Y. 
Schwartz heretofore had been col- 
labing exclusively with Howard 
Dietz and while he will continue to 
do shows, etc., with the latter, the 
tunesmith finds that Dietz’s publicity 
and advertising duties with Metro 
forfend extending activities. 

Schwartz has some Hollywood 
filmusical bids on which he will col- 
lab with Stillman. 

As Albert Silverman, Stillman was 
staff lyric writer (Kay Swift did 
most of the tunes at that time) for 
the special material at Radio City 
Music Hall. Which may account for 
Stillman’s credit as lyric writer be- 
ing buried away on the Center pro- 
gram underneath the costumer and 
scenic artist. Since the first night 
reviews threw the notices so much 
to Schwartz-Stillman for their songs, 
the billing will be more prominently 
changed in latter’s favor. 


EVA LE GALLIENNE’S 
EXPERIMENTAL IDEAS 


Eva Le Gallienne, back at her 
home in Westport, Conn., is plan- 
ning to spend the winter there and 
work with a group of about 12 ac- 
tors on a number of projects which 
she has in mind. The group will 
avoid publicity and, according to 
Miss Le Gallienne, is not planning 
any public performances. Should 
she find something interesting 
enough to produce she may do so 
later on, but no production plans 
are at present on the schedule. 

Miss Le Gallienne has had several 
offers to bring ‘Hamlet,’ tried out at 
the Cape Playhouse at Dennis, to 
New York, but had turned them all 
down. She owns the set, however, 
and she may change her mind, either 
for a road tour or a New York pro- 
duction. There also has been talk 
of Miss Gallienne operating the 
Westport Piayhouse next summer, 














No 33% Cut for ‘Babes’; 
Might Be an Out for Some 


Cast and cherus ef ‘Babes in 
Arms’ have nixed a _ propositioned 
33% salary cut. Show, which 
opened strong, has been sliding, 
with takings about an even break 
some weeks and under that others. 

Cast didn’t like the chop idea, 
figuring it might become stationary 
even when attraction takes to the 
road. 

Several principals have a picture 
and other commitments 
when free of the show, which has 
influenced the management to for- 
get about the cuts, for the time be- 
ing anyway. 


No 4 ‘Can’t Take It’ 


The No. 4 company of the George 
S. Kaufman-Moss Hart comedy, 





‘You Can’t Take It with You,’, has 
ne into rehearsal and opens Sept. | « 

120 at Bridgeport, Conn. 

| Cast includes George H. Trad 
lary Patten, Elwyn Harvey, Musa 
Williams, John Prescott, Mort Mc- 
Kinney, Dagmar Corley, Perce Ben- 
on, Adrian Earle, Mrs. G. H. Trader, 
Renee Roberti, Elmer Brown, Ellis 


Baker and others. 


lined up| 


MANAGERS SEE 
AAD Aa BACK 





Lost Horizon Opens Up to 
Traveling Shows, Break- 
ing Long Jumps—Pix Ex- 
hibs Weaken to 


Coin 


Smacks of Golden Era 





BIG YEAR AHEAD 





Los Angeles, Sept 7. 

The road is back, 

So far as the Pacific Coast is con- 
cerned, it’s back stronger than at any 
time since pre-depression days, with 
1937-38 promising to top by a hefty 
margin the prosperous and altogether 
healthy season just ended. An even 
dozen traveling legit attractions 
journeyed to California during the 
past 12 months, garnering in excess 
of $750,000 in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, with considerably more 
than another quarter of a million, 
in other western stands for a grand 
total in excess of $1,000,000, account- 
ed for by Coast productions and 
Federal Theatre Project attractions. 

But, of vastly greater importance, 
is the fact that dozens of western 
cities and towns, closed to legit for 
many years, are opening up to pro- 
vide weeks of additional playing time 
for productions venturing to cross 
the Rockies. 

No longer is it necessary for road 
shows to jump direct to San Fran- 
cisco or Los Angeles from Chicago 
or Kansas City. Now they can break 
their jumps by playing Des Moines, 
Denver, Ogden, Utah, Salt Lake City 
and occasionally Spokane, Wash. 

Once in California lucrative biz 
may be garnered in such until re- 
cently solid picture house towns as 
Sacramento, Oakland, Fresno, Stock- 
ton, Santa Barbara, San Diego and 
Long Beach. Opening up this sea- 
son will be Reno, Nev., with George 
Abbott’s ‘Room Service,’ first New 
York attraction to hit the divorce 
mecca of the west in half a decade 
or more, 


Ghost Towns Reclaimed 


Pacific Northwest is open for road 
shows with available playing time at 
Seattle, Portland, Vancouver, and oc- 
ecasionally Spokane and one or two 
other Washington cities, Texas towns 
are now welcoming road shows with 
wide-open arms, and attractions can 
jump from Chicago via St. Louis and 
Kansas City through that state, with 
occasional stops in Phoenix, Ariz., 
into Southern California, 

Opening up of the Coast and 
Rocky Mountain towns for legit has 
been brought about largely through 
an about-face attituae of picture cir- 
cuit execs, who for 10 years or more 
scorned to make their theatres avail- 
able for traveling flesh attractions, 
pr ferring to confine their activities 
solely to film presentation. Largely 
instrumental in Srenking down this 


that has attended Suit of a snows 
to invade the far western territory 
during the past couple of years, par- 
ticularly during the season of 1936-37. 

When legiis can pile up $30,000 in 
a week at the Los Angeles Biltmore, 
and nearly as much as Homer Cur- 
ran’s theatre of that name in San 
Francisco, or when an attraction of 
the calibre of ‘The Great Waltz’ can 
garner close to $70,000 in two weeks 
at the Los Angeles Philharmonic 


bound to get more than passively in- 
terested. They are quick to realize 
that such grosses spell big coin in 
any language, and they are begin- | 
ning to sce the short-sightedness of | 
la policy that relegated traveling at- | 








Jingle—L. A., S. F. Trade | 


COAST'S $1,000,000 LEGIT 








Wise ) Guys 
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auditorium, picture-minded gents are | hitch is a difference 


| appeal 


: 
deckhands are out on 


may 


j 


|tractions to only the larger cities | 
ver a period of years. 
Erlanger’s Bil e here has just 
icluded its 1 t and most pros- 
perous season : » the heydays of} 
11929. Cor 4 » for 12 travel- | 
ng lésits ¢: 1 ¢ 200. Of 
| oy: > sum Al . v2) Ly nn Fon- 
'tanne alone ¢ ed for around 
(Cont on page 58) 


Federal investigators who 
have been quizzing ticket brok- 
ers and box-office 
theory that more 
taxes are due _ the 
asked the latter to 
number of hits which played 
his theatre. Ticket men asked 
the askers what they considered 


men on 
admissions 
collector, 
name the 


a hit and they replied: ‘Any 
show that runs six weeks,’ 
which brought shakes of the 


head and smiles. 
Understood the G 
not New Yorkers. 


guys are 











Theatre League Fails To 
Get Sec After 2 Confabs 


After two sessions the League of 
New York Theatres failed to select 
an executive secretary to succeed 
the late Dr. Henry Moskowitz. Four 
candidates were considered but none 
of the quartet is likely to be ap- 
pointed, One requirement is that 
the man ultimately named must be 
unanimously acceptable to all the 
board. Distinct differences of opin- 
ion arose at last week’s meeting de- 
voted to the matter, 

Method used to consider candi- 
dates was critisized as crude and em- 
barrassing. Each was interviewed in 
turn with individuals on the board 
shooting questions which flustered 
the would-be-secs. At the next 
board meeting, probably held this 
week, another will be suggested. 
Understood an executive familiar 
with show business and association 
details who is also well known to 
most managers will be invited to 
take the berth, 

Brock Pemberton was offered the 
secretaryship but he promptly de- 
clined. One of the board protested 
on the grounds that his acceptance 
would remove him from the ranks 
of producers. Job pays $10,000 per 
year. Duties include collection of 
dues, $10 weekly from each show 
while operating and same from legit 
theatres, 








Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Stanley Joseloff, here negotiating a 
picture deal, was wired an offer from 
New York to take over the post of 
executive secretary for League of 
New York Theatres. He is holding 
off his decision pending outcome of 
the studio deal, 

Joseloff is former attorney for the 
Shuberts and was assistant to Billy 
Rese of Fort Worth and Cleveland. 


BOSTON DECKHANDS GET 
SLIGHT TILT; N. Y. OKAY 


Boston stagehands wage scale has 
been set for the season, men to get 
additional 50 cents per perform- 
ance with department heads upped 
$2.50 per show. Scale, which is 
under that of the New York level, 
will have the crews advanced from 
$46 to $50 weekly, while the heads 
go from $65 to $67.50. No change 
in the rate for broken time, which 
means that the rate during rehears- 
als and in moving productions in 
and out of theatres will remain the 
same, 


New York 





scale has been agreed 


| to along similar lines and the only 


over broken 
time. Managers feel they have met 
the union’s demands up to that point 
and that the wage arrangement in 
that respect should not be disturbed. 
Musicians union agreement is re- 
Asderg set for 

ame scale 


signaturing at the 
Pit men 


fied with the scale 


n len P 
as last season. 
to be sat 


hich calls for ; much 


force the 


varich,’ due there next Monday (13). 


Rockef eller's ‘Virginia’ Lavish With 
Good Chance of Recouping 1756 Nut 


The 
porate 


Rockefellers 
of the 
N. Y., bowed into 
legit managerial field Thursday 
with ‘Virginia’ at the 
season's 


using the cor- 
name 


Radio City, 


Center theatre, 


the 
(7 
Center, the 
first premiere naving been 
set back two days in order to give 
final adjustments to the production 


which is multi-scened. No show 
scheduled for the new season calls 
for as much outlay, nor have the 


Rockefellers gone in so_ strongly 
heretofore, although they were par- 
ticipants in the productions of “The 
Great Waltz’ and ‘White Horse Inn,’ 
also presented at the Center. 

‘Virginia’ cost $170,000 when the 
curtain went up. It was budgeted 
for $150,000 so that the nut ran 10% 
above original estimates. Produc- 
tion of ‘Waltz’ was $240,000 but 
structural changes ,particularly the 
installation of a proscenium entailed 
an expenditure of $79,000 more, so 
that the show actually cost around 
$325,000. Final figures on ‘Inn’ 
placed the production red at $266,- 
000. Something like $20,000 was 
added originally, that extra coin be- 
ing money on deposit to guarantee 
the salaries. ‘Waltz’ earned back a 
big share of its cost but did not get 
out of the red until it went to the 
road. ‘Inn’ was plenty shy of win- 
ning back its cost. 

Chances of ‘Virginia,’ which drew 
a fairly favorable press, are im- 
proved by the fact that both show 
and the house are under the same 
management. It is possible for the 
operetta to top $50,000 in weekly 
gross at $3.30 top. Show’s spon- 
sors are figuring on approximating 
that pace around the holidays granted 
that the show makes the grade. 

Premiere came during the latest 
heat wave but first-nighters were 
not uncomfortable because of Cen- 
ter’s modern cooling system. Nor 
were they inconvenienced by traffie 
despite fact that Sixth avenue is in 
the worst possible condition through 
construction work on subway. 


COCHRAN’S ‘VARIETY’ IN 
LONDON; N. Y. PLANS 


Charles B. Cochran is still in Hol- 
lywood because of unfinished negoti- 
ations but is expected back in New 
York the latter part of this month at 
which time he will establish offices 
subsidiary to his London quarters, 
He has formed the International 
Production Co., which will operate 
in the British capital and on Broad- 
way. 

New outfit’s first presentation will 
be ‘Variety,’ a revue due in London 
this fall. Second attraction will be 
produced in New York but Cochran 
has not decided, It may be ‘Nymph 
Errant,’ ‘Helen,’ both of which were 
done abroad, or a new musical the 
book for which was written in Hol- 
lywood but for which the score has 
not yet been composed, 


Group Theatre Readying 
‘Gloves’ as Initialer 














Group Theatre will start rehearsals 





| tion on Sept. 
| Gloves,’ 


$100 


cancellation of ‘To- | 


of first show under new reorganiza- 
15. Show is ‘Golden 
by Clifford Odets, a comedy 
about prize-fighting allegedly based 
|}on the career of Lou Ambers. 

As reorganized the group is now 
| self-dominating. Harold Clurman, 
| who quit his directorial assignment 


| with Walter Wanger two weeks ago 
jto rejoin the young actors, is in 


| charge and will stage the shows, but 


|a committee of the acting group 
must be consulted on all details of 
choosing plays and casting. This 
sroup consists of Luther Adler, Al- 
| bert Kazan and Michael Bohnen. 
After ‘Gloves’ is under way work 
vill be started on the second pro- 


n, ‘Siege, by Irwin Shaw, 
man will probably do the stag- 
ing for both. 
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Freak Weather Nicked Legits Again; 
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Holiday Trade May Hypo This Week 


What Broadway hopes was the 
final heat wave of a torrid summer, 
nicked the legit shows of all the 
gains registered the previous week 
of cool going. After taking a six- 
day beating a torrent descended 
early Saturday (4) evening and 
killed off the week’s final perform- 
ances, 

More rain and a violent drop in 
temperature’ made for a clean-up in 


the picture houses Sunday. Monday 
(Labor Day) the weather continued 
cool and the legits were included in 
the surge toward theatres, holiday 
matinees flourishing. The beaches 
correspondingly -were virtuallv de- 

ed. Nieht trade was much better 
than usual for the end of a three- 


dav holiday. 

The Jewish New Year made it a 
double holiday (Monday), but the- 
atre patronage appeared to come 
from visitors rather than celebrants. 
Next week the Day of Atonement 
falls on Wednesday (15), but is over 
at sundown. The solo premiere is |! 
carded for that evening. therefore, 
*it being ‘Honor Bri¢ht,’ Broadhurst. 
On the same date ‘King Richard IT 
will start a limited repeat date at the 
St. James. That night, too, will usher 
in five Yiddish shows on the lower 
E*-+ Side and Brooklyn. 

‘Vireinia’ touched off the season at 
the Center Thursday (2). Operetta 
was accorded fairly favorable press 
with fair business thereafter, but its 
chinces should be better indicated 
this week. which will see no addi- 
tions to the list. 

Current week sees the finale in the 
rural drama season, there being but 
several trv-outs.in those spots. How 
many vlays from the sticks will be 
.presented on Broadway during the 
season has not yet been indicated. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert - (22d 
week) (M-1.385-$3.30). Business 
slioped back to around $15,000 but 

_street’s -solo. musical still. in good 
spot. : 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (39th week) 
(C-991-$3.30). Weather niek drovped 
gross avordéximately $2,000 and the 
week's count-up dipped under $7,000 
mark, 

‘Havine Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(29th week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Heat 
wave and Saturday’s deluge dented 
that evenine’s take at least $500; 
gro°s around $6.500. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (17th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.50). Saturday. matinee 
one .of weakest since spring hit 
started, with night show off too; 
slinned to $14,500. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (37th 
week), (C-1,048-$3.30). After climb- 
ins to summer high dipped with the 
ee last week with takings around 

17 400. 





‘T»bacco Road,’ Forrest (196th 
week) (D-1,107-$1.65). Hardy drama 
anoroximately $5.000 last week, 


thoneh still profitable. ‘ 

‘Virzinin,” Center (2d week) (M- 
1.343-83.30). Opened late last week 
(2) in midst of another heat wave 


and also affected by Saturday 
weather after drawing favorable 
T@ng, 


‘Yes, Mv Darling Daughter.’ Plav- 
house (30th week) (C-878-$3.30). Es- 
timated around $6.500 last week: sat- 
isfactory for limited cast; slated un- 
til Thanks*ivins or later. 

‘You Can't Take It With Yon.’ 





Booth (39th week) (C-708-$3.30). Still 
tons in noint of demand not affected 
as much as others because of ad- 
vanee sxle: last week dipped under 
$15,000 level, 
Revival 
*Roberto,”” Randall's 
nounced final week. 


Island: an- 





‘CAN'T’ AND ‘RAT’ IN cul 


ABOUT EVEN UP; 12€’°S 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 

Only new legit activity around 
town at this time is restricted to the 
Federal theatre, which onened series 
of one-acters at the Princess last 
week and comes through with the 
Yiddish ‘Monesh’ at the Great North- 
ern this week. 

In the pro line-up at present are 
just two shows, both comedies. 
“Brother Rat’ is in its third week at 
the Sclwvn and looks set for a stay. 
while ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
is getting its second wind at the 
Harris. and is feeling no pinch, 
despite its 3lst week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1.000; $2.75) 
(3d week). Strong box office pace, 
and a demand which indicates it will 





be here for some time. Overesti- 
mated first week when gross was 
$11.009: last week better, about 


$12.000. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (3lst week). New 
entry seems to have helped rather 
than hurt this one, which approxi- 
mated $12,000 lo‘ week. 

WPA 


*‘Monesh,’ Great Northern. Opens 
tomorrow (Wed.). 
One-act series, Princess. Onened 


last Friday (3). 





| $1,000,000 Legit 


(Continued from paze 57) 











$85,000, with two weeks of ‘Idiot's 
Delight’ and one week of ‘Am- 
phitryon 38.’ ‘Scandals’ on two 


weeks garneved a nifty $45,000. while 
four weeks of ‘Tovarich’ piled up 
another $55,500. Three weeks of 
‘Boy Meets: Girl’ spelled $36,000 at 
the b.o. Jane Cowl in ‘First Lady’ 
drew $30,000 in two weeks. 
Leslie Howard’s two weeks 
‘Hamlet added $19,300 to the Bilt- 
more take, while Ruth Draper, with 
her character impressions, piled up 
$11,000 in five nights and three mat- 
inee performances. Then there was 
$31,900 for ‘Brether Rat’ on a four 





} thur Schwartz; 
| and : 
| man; production staged by Leon Leoni ior; 
| ‘dances by Florence Rogge: 





in | 


weeks’ sojourn, and $24,000 for three | 


weeks of ‘Dead End.’ 
Cornell’s Hefty Take 
Starting the seaon, with the sec- 


| three-week period. 


Virtually all of these legits played 
at. the Curran in. San Francisco, 
where they piled up another easy 
$300,000, on top of which that house 
currently is experimenting with a 
new opus, ‘Story to Be Whispered,’ 
starring . Marjorie Rambeau, that 
grabbed a sweet $11,000 on its ini- 
tial week and is reported building. 

On top of these staggering: grosses 
for traveling shows, Henry: Duffy 
produced five plays during -the sea- 
son that ran for a total of 20 weeks 
at El Capitan theatr-, Hollywood, 
to total receipts of around $127,000. 
These productions were: 

‘Distaff Side,’. opening the season 
Sept. 3, running two weeks and tak- 
ing $13,000 at a $1.65 top, at which 
all Duffy shows are prieed. ‘Meet 
My Sister’ grabbed $17,500 on three 


weeks, then “Tomorrow We Live,’ 
starting Christmas Day, wound up 
with. $38,500 on four weeks’ stay. 


‘Petrified Forest’ accounted for $10.- 
500 over two stanzas, with Duffy’s 
production of ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ fol- 
lowing its three weeks at the Bilt- 
more (downtown), winding up the 
season May 15 after nine weeks for 
a combined $47,700. 

Duffy’s El ‘Capitan’ season was 
around 10 weeks shorter than cus- 
tomary, largely attributed to his 
failure to line up New York suc- 
cesses because of a strong desire on 
part of their producers to road show 
them to the Coast and play them 
at the larger Biltmore theatre here. 

On the strength of the strong 
showing made at the Biltmore and 
Curran theatres during "36-37, six 
New York shows are already booked 
for these houses for the new season, 
with three or four other possibilities 
in sight. Season opens here Oct. 4 
with Abbott's ‘Room Service’ skedded 
for four weeks. Late in November 
‘You Can’t Have Everything’ moves 
in for prospective five-weeks’ stay. 
Then on Jan. 7 ‘The Women’ starts 
a three weeks’ engagement, followed 
by two weeks of ‘Frederika,’ start- 
ing Feb. 21. 

Evans and Hays Due 

On March 2 Maurice Evans comes 
in with ‘Richard Ii, while Heien 
Hays in ‘Victoria Regina’ winds up 
the season with three weeks start- 
ing May 30. The ‘Follies’ is angling 
for time around the Christmas holi- 
days. Another prospect is the new 
Beatrice Lillie opus, ‘The Show 
Must Go On,’ while the Lunts want 
to return here in April or May in 
a repertoire of plays. Irish Abbey 
Players are also a possibility for the 
"37-'38 season. 

Homer Curran plans an active 
season of production for the Coast 
for the new season, with Duffy now 
lining up plays for an early season’s 
resumption at El Capitan. Being 
tried out in Santa Barbara this 
week, with an eye on Broadway, is 
David Hertz’s new play, ‘The Miles 
of Heaven,’ which stars Walter Hus- 
ton, with Nan Sutherland (Mrs. 
Huston) and Barbara O'Neil fea- 
tured. 

Federal Theatre 
joyed a successful season 
presently doing its plays in the 
Mayan theatre, downtown; the Play- 
house in Hollywood, and the Greek 


Project has en- 


| theatre in Griffith Park. 

Billy Rose will invade the Coast 
around Chrisimas time with his 
‘Show of Shows.” which he will 


present in auditoriums in a number 





of California and Pacific Northwest 
cities. Whether he will include Los 


ond week of .a 10-day booking. 
Katharine Cornell accounted for | 
better than $39,000. while “The Mu- 
| latto’ added another $11,500 over a 


locally, | 








VIRGINIA 


Operetta in two ac presented Sept. 2 
at the Cenier, N. Y., by the Center The 
atre (Rockefeller money; John Kenneth 
Hyatt, managing directeur); musie by Ar- 


book by Lauren-e Siallings 
Owen Davis; lyrics by Albert Still- 


book staged by 


| Kdwara Clark Lilley; $3.30 top ($9.3%, 
opening nighi. 
EeGyY “ABAGAR. 6... cesecce esse Mona Barrie 
Captain Somerset.........-- Gordon Richards 
Captain Boyds.........%.- Lansing Hattield 


Sir Guy Carleton Dennis Hoey 


Fortesque, of Drury Lan Gene Lockhart 
Minnie Fortesque.........- Berta Belmore 
Sylvia Laurence .:Anne Booth 
Miram@a <..ccccoss Avis Anurews 
DARMRO gssccoseces Helen Carroll 
Phyllis ‘: e icsta Kelman } 
Ma jor-Domo . fom Fempest | 
Governor ef Colony N 1 bru 
Scipio > lohan W 

Hannibal cen wer : ri il 1 
Colonel Richard Faircax ttonalld Grahau 
Stage Doorman ..Vem Tempest | 
Prima Ballerina ‘ Patricia Bowman 
Premier Dancer Valia Va.entin 
Town Crier {er iar , 
Matriot .... fotin KRaveld 
Puppet Master... . Gieurse Prantics 
b’ire-hkater ‘ : Ada 
SUMIOTS oci.vuctes James Evuns & Co. 
Children: Peggy Romano, Doris Vischer, 
Billy Redfield. Slave children Bubbles-tie 
Leacock, Clarence Beasley, Charles Timp 
Sun. 


‘Virginia’ is a combination of the 


former Hippodrome sgectacles and | 


Globe musical shows in general 


scheme but fashioned along the lines | 


of the presentations at the Music | 
| Hall which like the Center is in 
Radio City. It.is melodious and 


colorful operetta, impressing as hav- 


seed =” | Adbanta’s New 6,000 Muny Aud Fights 
‘Jinx Bugaboo; Switch Concert Dates 


rather than class patronage. Chances 
indicated are for a moderately suc- 
cessiul engagement. 

Center has been the problem thea- 


tre in the vast construciion of Rocke- | 
mecca | 


feller Center or Radio City, a 
for visitors. ‘Virginia’ is the third 
operetta to be presented at the Cen- 
ter ‘since it was realized that. it 
would not do for films. But it is the 
first that is wholly financed and 
operated under Rockefeller direc- 
tion. It cost less than 


almost as big a flash. 

Presentation is made by the Cen- 
ter Theatre corporation and it is the 
first of the productions which the 


house plans to sponsor annually. 
Last season during the run of 
“Inn,” when the Rockefeller end 
drew down a big share of the 


takings in rent, the idea of forming 
a production company cropped up 
and was. adopted. An operetta 
with a story anent Virginia in 
Colonial times, and with Williams- 
burgh the particular locale was ap- 
parently a must by the Rockefellers 
since they had but recently .com- 
pleted the restoration of that histori- 
cal spot. 

Laurence Stallings who has his 
castle in that state liked the idea 
and delivered the book, with some 
misgivings. All hands seemed to 
think it heavy and unexciting and 
so Owen Davis was called in as col- 
laborator and editor. 

But the story of a London the- 
atrical troupe come to the colonies 
to present’ Shakespeare and a bit 
of Drury Lane fantasy, still -does 
not ring the bell. A letter to the 
then Col. George Washington prom- 
ising support in the event of a revo- 
lution is finally obtained by a Tory 
officer, ripped from the skirt-hem 
of the troupe’s prima donna but by 
that time Virginia has joined the 
other colonies and then comes the 
star spangled finale. 

There is exactly one laugh line in 
‘Virginia.’ It is long on impressive 
settings by Lee Simonson, the lovely 
tunes of Arthur Schwar.z and the 
striking costumes of Irene Shareff. 
Leon Leonidoff, Florence Rogge, who 
staged several excellent ballets, are 
of the Music Hall staff and their 
technique is easily recognizable. 
In the Hall the presentations ap- 
proximate 45 minutes. There 
no second act to worry about. That 
may be the reason why the first part 


of ‘Virginia’ so distinctly tops that | 


after intermission. 

Nearly all the good things in the 
scor2 come in act one and are re- 
prised in the second. There are four 
or five numbers which s ‘and 
but a succession of slow 


of pace. That was partly provided by 
the warblings of a corking colored 
choir. ‘Virginia’ has a valid reason 
for its mixed cast, a background of 
Negroes in Southern surroundings. 
The principals are chiefly English, 


several being imported but the 
British accent too. is natural in| 
Colonial days. Standing out above 
}all is Anne Booth, whose swect 
song-birding does so well by the 
Schwartz score Albert Stillman | 
turned in a consistently good set of 
lyrics, but ‘An Old Flame Never | 
Dies’ and two other numbers were | 
written in collaboration with Stall- 
ings. It is one of the totopers along 


(Continued on page 60) 


Angeles and San Franciseo in his 





itinerary is problematical, but it’s | 
highly probable he won’t want to 
pass up the gravy available for the 
better type of attractions. 
Altogether the ouilook one of 
optimistic hue, with legit showmen 
smacking their lips in anticipation 


and looking forward to even higher 
gZrosses than were reached the 
past season. 


It) 


‘The Great | 
Waltz’ and ‘White Horse Inn,’ yet is | 


is | 


out, | 
: tempos | 
should have been given rere change | 


‘Hotel’ was estimated having cost 


Leo Bulgakov Associates 





the Pulitzer prize winner, ‘The Old 


vested by MG, there being some arr 
vious to ‘Hotel’ venture, Moses lost $30,000 in a little theatre venture called 





| Harry Moses, who died in New York last week after a two weeks’ jl. 
ness, was gravely ill last year and cancelled plans to produce, recuperating 
fully, it was thought, in Hollywood. He was on Broadway seven years, 
starting with ‘Grand Hotel,’ produced in association with Herman Shumlin, 
Retired from the textile business, the theatre was a new field and one in 
which he said provided plenty of fun. 
more successful than most newcomers to the managerial field. 


His solo presentations were much 


$60,000. Of that coin $35,000 was in. 
angement on the picture rights. Pre. 


Moses’ wife, Elsa, was his confidant and aide in all productions, figuring 
particularly in reading “The Warrior’s Husband,’ ‘Dangerous Corner’ and 


Maid.’ She intends producing ‘Tough 


to Chaw,’ which he was about to cast. 


Carley Wharton will produce on 


her own for the first time this fall, 


readying a play tentatively called ‘Violets’ written by Dore Scharey. Mrs, 


writer. 





Wharton was previously connected with Delos Chappell in legit activities 
| and also had Coast experience with Selznick-International. 


Author is film 


Forrest Izard, who has done publicity in other. fields, is newest addition 


to Broadway p.a. ranks, representing 


| comes to the 46th Street, N. Y., Sept 


For the Hub premiere Izard devise 


Arthur Hopkins. First assignment is 


that manager’s ‘Blow Ye Winds’ which opened in Boston Tuesday (7) and 


san 
d the announcement in rhyme which 


will probably, too, be used for the Broadway opening. 





| -Two out of four young actresses sent east from the Coast by one studio 


are taking their mates back west. 
Girls are under contract which is 
expect to get set.on their own. 








Rain Helped Hipp Opera; 
Week-End Gross of $10,600 


Only stage attraction in New York 
benefited by the rainy, cool Sunday 
was pop opera at the Hippodrome 
which recently resumed on a week- 
end schedule with Alfredo Salmaggi 
the director. Saturday (4) evening 
the wet going dented attendance but 
capacity was drawn Sunday night 
and both Monday (Labor Day) per- 
formances. 


Top is $1.09 (99 cents plus 10 cents 
tax). Takings in four performances 
went to $10,600. 


‘6,166 Americans Saw 
Salzburg Show; Next 
Year’s Plans Now Up 











Salzburg, Aug. 27. 

With the season nearing its end, 
plans for the following year are 
being discussed. 

Arturo Toscanini would like to see 
‘Barber of Sevilla’ (Rossini) pro- 
duced. Bruno Walter is putting in 
a good word for ‘Die Fledermaus,’ 
(Johann Strauss), while Knappers- 
busch is all aflame for Richard 
Strauss’ ‘Ariadne avf Naxos.’ Mod- 
est Mussorgsky’s ‘Boris Godunov’ 
may appear On next year’s program, 
too. 





New figure-juggling led to statis- 
ti¢s showing another increase of 
visitors from abroad: 6.166 Ameri- 
jeans against 3,698 last year. But do 
| not forget that many U. S. visitors 
| 
{ 


come and go. They are counted 
| twice or thrice. Nevertheless, Salz- 
burg is well! satisfied. 

Prof. Alphonse Hochs’ concert of 
the Strassburg choir was one of the 


| high spots of the last week. Knap- 
| persbusch directed ‘Elektra’ and 
‘Rosenkavalier.’ 

It has been raining a lot. Salz- 





| burg is becoming normal again. 


Big ‘Advance for ‘Regina’ 


Hartford, Sept. 7. 

Advance sale for ‘Victoria Regina’ 
| Helen Hayes) which starts tour 
| here Sept. 16 at Bushnell auditorium 
| opened today and all 3,300 tickets 
sold by afternoon. 

That insures gross of $6.500 tor 
single local performance and estab- 
lished new record. 


| . 
| Frank Gillmore III 
| 
| Frank Gillmore has been ill at his 
home for the past week. He was 
;ordered abed with a heavy cold 
| after last week's council meeting at 
| Equity. 

Yesterday’s (Tues.) session was 
curtailed because of his absence. 


to get stage experience in rural summer stock troupes, were married and 


Latter are also embryo _ professionals, 
a break for the boys who, however, 


+ —___——_ 

| Atlanta, Sept. 7. 
Valiant effort is being made by 

city officials to prevent ‘jinx’ - ap- 


pellation being tacked onto remodel- 
led 6;000-seat city auditorium, which 
was damaged during ‘heavy rain- 
storm just a week before it was due 
to be formally. opened. ‘To dissipate 
and circumvent rumors, Mayor Wil- 
liam B. Harstfield last week held 
first of series of ‘open houses’ for 
public to come and see for them- 
‘selves that structure is not a sham- 
bles as so many have been led to 
believe. 

Oscar Williamson, aude mgr., su- 
| pervised corps of: firemen and po- 
licemen who acted as .guides for 
sightseers during tour, while City 
Organist Charles Sheldon, Jr, 
thrummed out: soothing melodies. 

Portion of structure that coHapsed 
was not part of auditorium proper 
that was rebuilt by WPA, which put 
up $500,000 to city’s $50,000. It was 
a flat roof section connecting main 
aude with old front of - building. 
Damage was estimated at $20,000. 
However, investigation revealed that 
steel girders used in aude roof sup- 
ports were not what they should be 
and they have been ordered re- 
placed before. structure will be 
given a clean bill of safety. This 
work will require an_ additional 
$33,000, of which WPA has agreed 
to put up $23,000. Work is expected 
to start Sept. 15 and 60 working days 
will be needed before completion. 
A safe guess on opening dats of aude 
would be Jan. 1, 1938. 

Meantime, Marvin McDonald, who 
manages All-Star Concert Series 
sponsored annually by Atlanta Mu- 
sie Club and Atlanta Philharmonic 
Society. skedded to open at aude 
Oct. 14, again has been forced to 
make other arrangements. Stymied 
by failure of WPA to complete aude, 
McDonald had to switch all his 
dates of 1936-37 series and put them 
on at Lucas & Jenkins’ Georgia the- 
atre. Since McDonald annually sells 
5,000 season tickets to series, it was 
necessary to book his attractions for 
two-night stands because Georgia 
has only 2,375 seats. 

This year, however, McDonald has 
made a deal with L. & J. to rent its 
Fox theatre (5,500 seats) for the first 
three bookings, as follows: 

Oct. 14—Rosa Ponselle. 

Nov. 24—Yehudi Menuhin. 

Dec. 9.—Serge Rachmaninoff. 

Other attractions, to be presented 
at aude, are: 

Feb. 12—Jooss European Ballet. 

March 9—Nelson Eddy. 

March 30—St. Louis 
Orchestra. 

April 27—Kirsten Flagstad. 

All-Star Series always a 
out, season ducats going at $10, $7 
and $5. ; 

At time of aude roof collapse. city 
was feuding with local Stage Hands 
Union over city’s refusal to hire 4 
stage hand at $75 per week. Inter- 
national union, at request of local 
reps, had put house on ‘road call, 
| which status remains. 
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TMAT Union Elects More Officers; 





Not Waiting 


On the eve of the legit sea- 
son’s start the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers Union (1,826, 
A. F. of L.) has named several new 
officers and is moving forward with 
the objective of a working agree- 
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on LATSE Alliance 


Current Road Shows 








‘WEEK SEPT 5 
‘Blow Ye Winds,’ Shubert. 
ton (7). 
‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 


Bos- 


ment. with the legit managers. Fur- ‘Dead End,’ Brighton, Brighton 

ther organization is still to be ac-| Beach (7). 

complished if the TAMT is to cover ‘Honor’ Bright,” Shubert, New 

the field as originally outlined. That| Haven (8). 

specifically concerns the press agent ‘Room Service,’ Chestnut, Phil- 

end, particularly. as. applied to New adelphia. 

York. ‘Room Service,’ Geary, San Fran- 
Clarence Jacobson has been made | ©!SCO. 

business manager of the union. He ‘Tebacco Road,’ Embassy, Port 

resigned as company manager of a j Chester. 

‘Tovarich’ which is going on tour to | a Women,’ Erlanger, Buffalo 

(9). 


accept the TAMT post which pays 
$75 weekly. Ludwig Vroom was 
elected vice-president but is going 
on tour. Theodore Mitchell remains 
as president and Jack McCarron, 


‘Yeu Can't Take 
Harris, Chicago. 


it with You,’ 


| 


Summer Theatres 





executive secretary. Understood 
that Mitchell, who held a WPA the- 
atre post, will now devote all his 
time to the union. 

Jacobson was formerly treasurer 
Broadway box offices prior to 
coming a company manager. He was 
the organizer for the managers, 
agents and treasurers’ union when it 
became active last winter after being 


dormant for eight years. Through 
Jacobson’s efforts several hundred 


people, principally identified with 
legit box offices, joined TMAT. Cost 
of this activity was relatively small, 
about $1,000 being expended prin- 
cipally for rentals of halls for 
meetings. 

An important development is the 
TMAT’s relation with IATSE. For- 
mer has asked the stage hands in- 
ternational to excuse it from the ar- 


rangement whereby it would come 
in under the wings of IA. Reason 


is that the stagehands’ union has 
been too occupied to make final dis- 
position of the TMAT matter. 


$75 Minimum 


TMAT states it has no desire to 
cut away from such a union affilia- 
tion but that the time is short and 
contacts with the managers should 
begin at once. Aim particularly 
concerns treasurers. Union will 
seek a minimum of $75 for the box 
office men, assistants to get $50. 
Claimed there is no longer side 
money or ‘ice’ to be depended on. 

TMAT has one jurisdictional prob- 
Jem that has not been solved and 
that is the status of the press agents. 
The New York Theatrical Press 
Agents, who are seeking individual 
signatures to their basic contract 
from. managers, are regarded as rep- 
resenting a majority in the Broad- 


way field. 

When the NYTPA asked the 
TMAT whether it could have au- 
tonomy if joining the union the 


answer was no. It appears now that 
the union heads have changed their 


minds. Since there are three groups 
in the union—company managers, 
agents and treasurers—each_ will 


have autonomy, if the present plans | 
of the union are not again changed. | 


One of the points that the NYTPA | 


could not reconcile was the absence 
of a minimum salary figure or one 
far too small. Should that group 
come into the TMAT on an au- 
tonomous basis, iis proposed $100 
minimum could not be _ interfered 
with by the other groups. 





Barber’s ‘Code for Gangsters’ 

Maurice Barber has _ acauired 
American and English rights to 
‘“Gonovenehre, Parisian comedy suc- 
cess, and plans a Broadway produc- 
tion early in November. Play, by 
Charles Rudolph, will be done here 
as ‘Code for Gangsters’ and will be 
adapted by Virginia Vernon. 

Producer plans to arrive in New 
York about Sept. 15 and begin cast- 
ing immediately. 


Big Biz—$35 Lawsuit 

Edwa.d O'Connor will 
have to a his complaint in 
order to collect $35 allegedly due 
him for salary as manager-p.a. of 
an il'-faied strawhat venture pro- 
jected by Joseph Bryon Totten. 

O'Connor haled Totten to the 
small claims court for collection 
last week. Totten testified that 
was merely fronting for a corpora- 
tion, with Judge ruling O'Connor 
would have to sue out:a new -‘com- 
plaint against the corporation rather 
than Totten individually. 


Hevcen 


be- | 


he | 


NEW SHOWS THIS WEEK 
‘God Save the King,’ Lakewood 
Theatre, Skowhegan, Me. 
‘Ne Scandal, Please,’ Beach 
| atre, Plymouth, Mass. 


CLIFF FISCHER’S ‘ROOM 
SERVICE’ FOR FRANCE 


Clifford C. Fischer has the Paris 
rights of ‘Room Service’ from George 
Abott, deal set by William Liebling, 
agent for authors John Murray and 
Allen Boretz. Fischer took script 
and option with him when he sailed 
back last week, and will cast and 
present the piece as soon as he ar- 


The- 











rives. Same producer also is angling 
for Parisian rights to another 
Broadway topgrosser, ‘You Can’t 


| Take It With You,’ which deal, when 
land if, will also be handled through 
| Liebling. 

| Upon completion on his legit ven- 
tures abroad Fischer will return to 


eral overseer and producer of the 
French Casino, N. Y., and will bring 


|} g.m. the French Casino. 





Engagements 


Carol Harbord, Eric Portman, ‘Ma- 
dame Bovary.’ 





Erin O’Brien Moore, . Josephine 
Victor, Gloria Dickson, Naunton 
Wayne, John Griggs, Rosemary 


Ames, Lea Perman, Calvin Thomas, 
Florence Edney, ‘Wise Tomorrow.’ 
Starr West, Isobel Rose. Teddy 
Jones, Ralph Sampter, Clement 
O’Loghlen, Carmen Lewis, Edna 
Archer Crawford, ‘Arms and the 
ae Starlight theatre, Pawling, 
N 


Edelweiss French, John Balmer, 
Mary Elsie Reser, Catherine Cos- 
grove, Emerald Reynolds, Homer 
McDowell, Melvin Berg, Alison Haw- 
ley, Luise Holman, Lee Parry, John 
Dighton, Betty Carpenter, William 
Bonewell, ‘No Scandal, Please,’ Pris- 
cilla Beach theatre, Plymouth. Mass. 
| Lee Baker, Eleanor Phelvs, ‘Rich- 
lard II.’ 
| 
} 





Ella Mae Jackson, Kay Harmon, 
Terry Mansfield, Keith Lundy, Jane 
| Armstrong, Charlotte Kegel, Charles 
| O'Connor, Dick Warren, John Lar- 
| kin, ‘Stardust.’ Kilbuck theatre, Pitts- 
| burgh, Pa. 








j 
| 


| precludes 
| ble house 


ficulty in 


| are 


IVOR NOVELLO’S NEW 
MUSICAL BIG CLICK 


London, Sept. 7. 

‘Crest of the Wave,’ Ivor Novello’s 
new musical, opened at the Drury 
Lane (3). Marks his third successive 
spectacular musical and boasts lavish 
production. 

His usual hokum was received 
splendidly. Library deal guarantees 
a run into January for his latest. 

John Gielgud, opening at the 
Queens theatre last night (6) in 
‘Richard II,’ was enthusiastically re- 
ceived. Press comment was warmly 
favorable. Peggy Ashcroft, in the 
leading feminine role, was _ also 
cordially greeted by the audience. 





This is a repeat for Gielgud in the ' 


‘Richard’ part. 


BOOKING JAM 
LOOMS FOR 
ROAD 


While the lateness of the season 
any indication of a possi- 
shortage on Broadway at 
managers are finding dif- 
securing routes this fall. 
Booking situation has arisen because 
of the number of road companies of 
current Broadway  successes—‘You 
Can't Take It With You,’ ‘Room 
Service,’ “Tovarich,’ ‘Brother Rat’ 
and ‘Yes My Darling Daughter.’ 
Jam on bookings will probably be 
felt more in November than in the 
interim. 

Limitation of out-of-town houses 
suited for straight shows is a prob- 
lem the bookers have not faced for 
years. Some independent theatres 
in the various keys will probably be 
sought as a solution. Such spots 
not available in stands like 


this time, 


| Philadelphia where there are few 


legit theatres compared to previous 


| seasons. 


Broadway in former capacity of gen- | 


| fall. 
Henry Lartigueé back with him to | 








| Regina.’ 


|} Glenn Hunter. Charles Farrell. A. | 


| H. Van Buren, John Halloran, ‘God 
| Save the King,’ Lakewood theatre, 
| Skowhegan, Me. 

Allyn Josiyn, ‘All That Glitters.’ 

Harry Bellaver, Francis Comp- 
ton. George J. Lewis, ‘To Quito and 
Back.’ 

Edgar Stehli, James Doody, Albert 


Harry Hermsen, ‘Blow Ye Winds.’ 
Mary McQuade, John Alexander, 

Roman Hohnen. Judson Laire, Ed- 

win Mills, Walter Draper, Richard 





| Frank Lawton, Cyril Raymond, 
| Marcel Vallee. Hubert Gregg, Jac- 
| queline Porel. Penelope Dudley 


Ward, Guy Middleton, Philip Friend, 
‘French Without Tears.’ 
Jack McCauley. Marcella Swanson, 


Hayes, Linda Lee Hill, Blair Davies, | 





Clayton, Edna Hagen. ‘Honor Bright.’ | 


| Mildred Webb, Terry Lawlor, Lydia | 


Sue Drew, ‘Show Is On.’ 

Jane Buchanan, Muriel Starr, Barry 
| Keliy, Edmond O’Brien, John Phil- 
_ liber, Charles Forrester, Evelyn Ab- 
| bott, ‘Star Wagon.’ 


33 Men’ for B’way 


Hollywood, Sept, 7 
Legit drama titled ‘33 Men’ has | 
been acquired by 


| from the author, Anthony Quinn. for 
| Broadway production this fall. 

|: Quinn is currently playing 
‘Paramount's ‘The Buccaneer.’ 


in ‘leserm 


Chicago presents the toughest 
town for showmen to wedge in this 
Indicated that the Studebaker 
will be in demand, with at least one 
manager angling for the Mich boule- 
vard house, unable to get service 


| from the United Booking Office for 
|.2 Loop spot. 


GOOD PROSPECTS 


Rochester Auditorium Books Cream 
of Legits for New Season 
Rochester, Sept. 7. 

Will Corris, who started booking 
occasional legit shows into the Ma- 
sonic Auditorium after the Lyceum 
was razed three years ago, has good 
prospects for new season. Audi- 
torium is 2,500-seater with shows 
booked for one night, or three shows 
including matinee. Practically every 
week between late September and 
New Year's lists an _ outstanding 
production. 

Season opens Sept. 27 with ‘Room 
Service.’ Others listed are ‘Anthony 
and Cleopatra,’ “‘Tovarich,’ ‘Victoria 
‘King Richard II.’ ‘You 
Can't Take It With You. ‘Brother 
Rat.” ‘Masque of Kings, ‘Leaning on 
Letty, ‘The Women, ‘Frederika’ and 
‘Show Is On’ 


‘Excursion’ Gets $4,500 


For Elitch Stock Getaway 


Denver, Sept. 7. 
Elitch stock closed the season with 
a $4,500 week on ‘Excursion,’ Grosses 


held up above last year’s figures 
most of the year. 
Company's’ personal popularity 


had much to do with the sustained 
grosses, with the direction of George 
Somnes also drawing favorable com- 
ment. 
Fetsch in Japan 
Tokyo, Aug. 20. 

Ichizo Kobayashi. former head of 
Toho and now devoting all his spare 
| time to his personally owned Taka- 
|razuka Opera, has announced that 
| Rudolph Fetsch, former first con- 
ductor of the muny operas of Lud- 
| wigshafen, Germany, has been con- 
| tracted for three years as conductor 
| of the Takarazuka shows. 
Conductor. who arrived here yes- 


Robert Feldman terday .(19), immediately took over 


| active charge of the opera and its 
| affiliated school. Besides conducting, 
will also act as prof of com- 
position. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Victoria Regina’ (road )—Gil- 
bert Miller. 
‘Madame Boevary ’— Theatre 


Guild. 

‘The Star Wagon’—Guthrie 
McClintic. 

‘Tovarich’ (Marta Abba) — 





Gilbert Miller. 


‘The Show Is On’—Shuberts. 
‘Susan and God’ — John 
i} Golden. 
‘Honor Bright’ (‘Learn by 
'| Heart’)—Shuberts. 
| ‘Tovarich’ (Eugenie Leonto- 
vich )}—Gilbert Miller. 
‘On Location’ — Samuel R. 
Golding. 


‘To Quito and Back’—Theatre 
Guild. 


‘The Wemen’ (road) — Max 
Gordon. 

‘Lady Had a Heart’ «(‘Jean’ )— 
Barratt and Phillips. 


‘You Can’t Take It With Yeu’ 
(4th co.)\—Sam H. Harris. 
‘The Women’—George Abbott. 
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PROF. MAUDE ADAMS, 
AT STEPHENS COLLEGE 


St. Louis, Sept. 7. 

After three years of persuasion, 
Maude Adams has finally accepted a 
Professorship of Drama at Stephens 
College, Columbia, Mo., and enters 
into new duties Tuesday (14). Miss 
Adams’ tenure will be two and one- 
half months and she expects to cen- 
ter her work around Edmond Ros- 
tand’s ‘Chanticler,’ because ‘its moral 
is the dignity of labor.’ 

Stephens cuiege, a_ school 
girls, has an enrollment of 
Miss Adams, now 64, retired. from 
the stage in 1918, but since then ap- 
peared in “The Merchant of Venice’ 
and ‘Twelfth Night.’ 


-— - 


Future Plays 





for 





‘Forgotten,’ comedy. by Robert 
Fischer, will reach production next 
month via author in association 
with Michael Lane. 30th are new- 
comers to show biz. Cast includes 
Dorothy Collins, Anita Bradshaw, 
Salvatore Carlos, John Dale, 
Florence Burney, Louis Greenspan, 
Ruth Mayberry and others. Produc- 
ing duo also have an untitled mu- 
sical which they'll do later. 

‘How Come Lawd”’, first for Negro 
Guild Theatre, N. Y., has gone into 
rehearsal for late September preem 
in New York house, by Donald Hey- 
wood, with all Negro cast, Charles 
Adler staging. Cast includes Rex 
Ingram, Cara Doza, Mercedes Gil- 
bert, Hilda Rogers, Alec Lovejoy, 
Tom Fletcher, Edgar Martin, Dan 
Michaels, Archie Gross, Columbus 
Jackson. 

‘On Location’ by Kent Wiley in 
rehearsal for Paul Martin’s recently 
organized East Coast Productions, 
Inc. Samuel R. Golding is directing. 

‘George and Margaret,’ a comedy 
by Gerald Savory, skedded to open 
at the Morosco theatre, Sept. 22, 
with an all-English cast for John C., 
| Wilson. 

‘Wet Paint,’ musical comedy by 
Will B. Johnstone, being readied by 
Jay S. Tush for Broadway presenta- 
tion late in November. 

‘All That Glitters,” comedy by 
Kenneth Simpson and Jack Barag- 
wanth, taken by George Abbott for 
his third autumn production. 





| “The Mirror Cracked,’ by John C. | 
| Crosby, bought by Norman Bel Ged- | 


des for October ‘presentation. 

| ‘Man Who Jumped Overboard,’ 
comedy by Tom Cushing, skedded as 
| Bonfils & Somnes first production 


| this season. 


| = 
| St. Loo Troupes to K. C. 


St. Louis, Sept. 7. 


Richard Berger, assisted by Zeke 


Colvin, Chester Herman and George | 


Hirst, will produce “Desert Song’ in 
Music Hall, Kansas City, auditorium 
|for one week starting Sept. 17. Guy 
Robertson, Bernice Claire. Ruth Ur- 


ban, Robert Pitkin, Detmar Poppen, 


Eric Matson and Earl MacVeigh. who | 


played during 12-week local muny 
opera season that closed Sunday (29) 
will have leading roles in ‘Song.’ 
Chorus of 56. that also played in 
lecel outdoor eson has been 
| gaged for K. C. engagement 


ern 


1,152. | 


Or. 


Philly Perks for Best Season Ever: 2 
Plenty of Musicals, Stars, Listed 


+ 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 
legit season which locked 
somewhat dubious a week ago was 


Local 


given the proverbial silver lining 
garnish this week when belated 
bookings were announced. Latter 


indicate town is in for the best sea- 


son in years insofar as attractions 
concerned. 
Shubert 


released 


are 


Lawrence Lawrence this 


week a sked for his two 
houses which lists eight booked4uto 
the Chestnut, into the Forrest 
vom eight others for either of the 
| two. Nixon-Nirdlinger at 
| the Erlanger, only other legit, has 
announced only a coupla entries so 
far, but indicated he 


trouble’ in 





five 


Samuel 


will have 





he keeping his spot 
mazda'd. 

| ‘Room Service’ having relighted 
| Chestnut last night, winter program 
has legit-goers panting. Included 
in marqueers who'll appear here are 
Helen Hayes, Maurice Evans, George 
| M. Cohan, the Lunts, Ruth Chatter- 
|}ton, Tallulah Bankhead, Katharine 
| Hepburn, Jack Buchanan and Evelyn 
| Laye. 

At the Chestnut, following ‘Room 
| Service,’ Charlotte Greenwood 
|comes in ‘Leaning on Letty,’ Sept. 
20. Max Gordon has the house for 
the fortnight after that wth an entry 
| yet unnamed, It is expected to be 
| the new Clare Booth opus. ‘Won- 
| derful Time’ then makes its first 
| stop here on transcontinental tour, 
| ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ fol- 
|lows, with the Abbey Players 
, booked in after the Mark Reed 
|show. George Abbott's ‘Brothér 
Rat’ and Sherwood Anderson's 
‘Masque of Kings’ are others on the 
sked. 


Forrest will split between drama 
and musicals. Larger number of 
the latter booked than for past six 
years. Lights go on Oct. 11 with 
‘Between the Devil,’ tuner by How- 
ard Dietz and Arthur Schwartz, 
starring English trio, Buchanan, 
Laye and Adele Dixon. 

Others coming to the house are 
‘Balalaika,, “The Three Waltzes,’ 
‘Babes in Arms,’ and ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies.’ 





| House not yet decided, but defi- 
nitely on Lawrence’s book, are Hep- 
| burn in Guild’s production of ‘Jane 
| Eyre,’ Anderson’s ‘High Tor, ‘Of 
Mice. and Men,’ Guild’s ‘Madame 
Bovary,’ using Gaston Baty’s dra- 
matization of Flaubert’s novel, with 
further adaptations by Benn W. 
Levy. whose wife, Constance Cum- 
mings, plays the lead; ‘The Ghost 
of Yankee Doodle,’ another Guilder; 
an untitled Ruth Chatterton starrer; 
‘Honor Bright,’ bringing Katherine 
Alexander back to the boards; and 
Rowiand Stebbins’ production of 
‘Anthony and Cleopatra,’ which will 
have Bankhead and Conway Tearle, 





Memphis Bookings 
Memphis, Sept. 7. 

The road show season opens at 
Municipal Auditorium Oct. 15 with 
‘Tovarich,’ starring Eugenie Leon- 
tovich, 

Other shows scheduled are ‘Antony 
and Cleopatra,’ with Tallulah Bank- 
head, Nov. 18 and 19; ‘You Can't 
Take It With You,’ Dec. 17 and 18; 
‘Room Service,’ Dec. 24 and 25; ‘The 
Woman,’ Dec. 31, Jan. 1; ‘King Rich- 
ard IJ,’ with Maurice Evans, date not 
set; ‘Show of Shows,’ date not set; 
| ‘Leaning on Letty,’ March’ 4 and 5; 
| ‘Frederika, March 25 and 26, and 
‘Victoria Regina,’ with Helen Hayes, 
March 28 and 29. 





British Equity, Mgrs. 


London, Aug. 29. 


After protracted negotiations, 
British Equity, Ass’n of Touring and 
Producing Managers, and Theatre 
Managers’ Ass'n have come to an 
agreement for a standard working 
contract, which is to be ratified at a 
meeting to be held early next 
} month. 


Agreement provides for the regis- 
tering of both actors and 
and the acceptance of a 


5 | 


Agree on New Terms 


managers 
standard 


employment contract. No actors wilt 


be permitted to 


t 
i tered 
| ! 


work for 
managements, and there 
be a minimum wage seale 


is 10 


“aan 


unresis- 
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CASSANDRA KELLY 


Matunuck, R. [.. Aug. 31. 


The Theatre-by-the-Sea, in association 
with Sidney Harmon and William A. Drake, 
presents Jessie Royce Landis in Cassandra 
Kelly, a new comedy by talph ani Hu- 
gene Darion. Siaged by Halsted Welles, 
settings by Eugene Pike. 

Lari Yee PRL TLS i Li Ernest Woodward 
Filevator Boy....ceeeeeess Neil Fivnn 
POSEY [ics ccccccnessecenes® e Ann Meril 
PONT. ¢ es cecwoseecewent>des Calvin Thomas 
Freddie... .cccescestteones A. William Pae r 
Bob ..«-htobert de San Marzano 
CWRBANGPA..ccceccee *ssie Rovee Landis 
Bill seeccece Millard Mitchell 
} st Waiter... .cceees (reg ‘oulo 
Second Wa Seoee Horoll Mik Iman 
] i Waiter et Robert Hutchinson 


A little bit of everything has gone 
into the making of this new comedy, 


ybasically that of the smart variety. 


Perhaps that is its chief detriment. 
The authors take a crack at practi- 
cally everything of topical nature. 
The steel magnate and his hypocritical 


stand against labor is raked over the! 


hot coals; the armaments manufac- 
turer comes in for some direct and 
caustic criticism, and pot shots are 
taken at a- financial tycoon with a 
Romeo complex. Between all these 
the play tells of a celebrated onera 
diva, now in decline, and her efforts 
to wed millions so as to provide a 
future for her son and daughter. 

There is much that is good and 
much that is n. s. g. in ‘Cassandra 
Kelly.” Fortunately the good points 
overshadow the bad ones, and with 
the proper application the play can 
be salvaged for metropolitan show- 
ing. 

The angles which merit consider- 
ation are principally the sundry 
amusing situations and some 
funny dialogue. Because most of the 
characters are tough to handle much 
depends on the cast. Fortunately, the 


really | 


cast did a fine job at the Matunuck | 


opening. Miss Landis in the title 
role was particularly good. 

The story is that of a much-mar- 
ried opera singer with a son going to 
Oxford and a daughter matriculating 
at a finishing school. The 
Cassandra Kelly, is about to marry 
a multi-millionaire with vast steel 
interests. Her New York 
ment appears to be the rendezvous 
for a set of daffy people who are 
quite frank in their talk and actions. 
On the eve of Mrs. Kelly’s wedding 
to millionaire Emery, Freddie, 


come home. 


singer, | 


apart- | 


the | 
Oxford student, and his sister Peggy, | 
| the second act. 


Freddie is all for the wedding. 
Traveling with his mother in her} 


hey-dey as an opera star have left | 


him weary of the uncertainties of 
life. Sister Peggy, the silent and.de- 
mure type, frowns upon her mother 


throwing herself away to the Emery | 


millions. This same attitude is main- 
tained by Bob Emery, the play-boy 
son of Emery. 


Mrs. Kelly is quite happy at her, 


sacrifice until Bob starts stirring up 
a mess, combination of preachment 
and sentiment. Mrs. Kelly begins to 
see things in a different light, but she 
is still determined to go through with 
the marriage. It isn’t until she has a 
heart-to-heart talk with her future 


husband about money, steel and ar-| 
maments that she begins wavering. | 


When ex- 


usband Kelly, a _ plav- 
wright, en 


oe the scene she is all 


for giving up the scheme and run-! 


ning away. 
She does. but she returns in time 
to hear Kelly putting Emery on the 


pan, and unwittingly bringing about | 


the solution to the complicated situ- 
ation. 
streiched a bit too far. Play needs 
at least 20 minutes’ pruning, and 
when this is done it may improve 
things. 

Miss Landis gives a spirited char- 
acterization and has excellent sup- 
port in Calvin Thomas as the tycoon 
in love with her: Millard 
who makes the playwright credible, 
and Robert de San Marzano 
steals several scenes with his well 
done madcap son of the idle rich. 

Marc. 


It is a hectic third act, but | 


1A 


Worse Things Happen 
Suffern, N. Y., Sept. 2. 


Comedy in three acts (three scenes) by 
Keith Winter, presented by Robert FF. Cut- 
ler under the direction of Felix Jacoves at 
the County theatre, Suffern, N. Y., Aug. 31. 
awn DrOte rs 6a060eksosamwces% James Truex 
Milen Hope... ooe---Margaret Perry 
Lie. BPO vk csaccse eseees-.. Viola Roache 
Ronal! Vaughan...... ceoucoee.-0088 Ferrer 
Sir Maurice Staniley ceeoces Cnarne Arnt 
John rirwitedabeuteted John O'Connor 
Laura Cunningham.......Noendas Metcalfe 


‘Worse Things Happen at Sea’ can 


be very easily turned into a play 
that will earn its keep. At present | 
it stars out bravely enough, goes 


sood in the second act but slows up 
in the third where instead of carry- 


ing his story to some sort of a logi- | 


cal conclusion the author devotes | 
the closing stanza to a rehash of 
what has already happened in a 
conversational rampage between | 
two of the characters, Lucy and 
Laura. Replace some _ of this 


blather with a few bits of action and | 


ihere’ll be a play. ‘Worse Things’ is 


chock full of witty lines and laugh- | 


producing situations, but that third 
act must be fixed. 

Lucy Brett is a widow sufficiently 
wealthy 
in Sussex, England. 
vith a high art complex to which 
she gives expression by 
Ronald Vaughn, a novelist. 

He's been doing pretty well as a 
lowbrowish hack, but she_ inflicts 
her better things influence on 


She is afflicted 


average. They plan a script to top 
all other tomes. The pair put their 
heads together to concoct hifalutin 
sentences and when they hit on one 
it goes into the book via Ellen, the 
handy, ever present sec. 
little causual sentiment on the part 
of Lucy but its overwhelmed by her 
art and besides Ronald does not re- 
ciprocate. Incidentally Lucy’s son, 


Eddie, is a victim of his mater. 
Against his will she tries to make a 
painter of him and the place is 


strewn with his abortive efforts. 

Then enters Laura, the practical 
sweetheart of Ronald, and puts the 
kibosh on all the monkey business. 
Her foray results in the scrapping 
of all ideas and ideals of Lucy. The 
waste basket gets the manuscripts. 
The paintings are slashed and Ron- 
ald vows he'll write a book with a 
monster for a hero while Ed gets 
a job as an auto mechanic. So ends 
And the flop comes. 

Laura and Lucy go on a gin bust 
and during the consumption of a 
quart or so recount their experi- 
ences, as they grow mellow. 

Two things 
from a commercial angle is the small 
cost of production, employing one 
set and small cast. 

Miss Roache as Lucy stood away 
ahead of ‘the balance of the cast. 

Craw. 


THE DRAMATIST 


Newport, R. I., Sept. 2. 
Comedy in three acts by Abby Merchant, 
Staged by Agnes Morgan; settings by 
Emeline “larke Roche. Produced by the 


Actor-Muanagers, Inc., at the Casino thea- 
tre, Newport, R. L, Aug. 31, °37. 
Harlequin Jones....... beuees Franklin Gray 
Scaramel, a chauffeur......... Philip Tonge 
Columbine Miller.......e.eee4- Joanna Roos 
A BeeristeS,. os iccccccese .-.”...Fdgar Kent 
Isobel Van Rensselaer...... Miriam Jordan 
Aunt Van Rensselaer..........-ccceesee 
Elisabeth Dean Farrar 
Pierrot Smith.....sccecd Alexander Kirkland 
| Tord Barrowcluff..... eoee.-Charles Trexler 
Lady Barrowcluff.....e........Bettina Cerf 
Sir Charles Topham..........Hayden Rorke 
Lady Topham......... ~»e-- Hathaway Kale 
Annie May Regan...............Nell O’ Day 
oo SPORE TTI TrErrrrrer rs Jus Addiss 
\liar Boys...James Honnen, Vhomas Dunn 
iy  PePeTe 45-604 4.40b0%45 64:08 Philip Gordon 
ee 200 68s busecon Edward Glass 
Lover TrITTiTTTiT irre .Lou Rosen 
PEBNWiEO .cccccccecccccces .Kleanor Stauffer 
FUOR. cckies SbQcsdeces Henrietta Greenhood 
fo ee ..Elizabeth Waters 


Mitchell, | 


who | 


Chief reaction aroused by this play 
is one of mild mystification. Why 
should anyone in 1937 turn out a 
rhymed fantasy about Pierrot, Pier- 
rette, Harlequin and Columbine? 














H. PORE ET Ewe >: 
% - e ? 
i 66 +s 4 
g> un mA EDS 
f And I. Miller creates a chic new version on our . 
4 famous “Roundie” last... with graceful surplice : 
i line... in black suede with Patent. . . . 1375 ‘ 
T- MILLER) 562 FietH Ave. 450 FIFTH AVE. 49 W. 34th ST. 1552 B'WAY + 





to maintain a large house | 


protegeing | 


him | 
in an endeavor to raise his batting | 


There’s | 


in favor of the play | 


And why should an alert theatre 
group produce it? 

It would be difficult to imagine a 
| script with less relation to the con- 
temporary scene than ‘The Drama- 
tist.. Author can write well, and oc- 
casionally delivers a phrase or coup- 
let which tickles the fancy, but on 
the whole her attempt to breathe 
life into outmoded forms and char- 
acters never comes off. Best thing in 
‘The Dramatist.” as staged at New- 
port, is a symbolic ‘Dance of Mar- 
riage’ performed by members of the 
Hanya Holm troupe. 





Story concerns Pierrot Smith, 
carefree adventurer who lives only 
for the moment and is constantly 


playing a part, the nature of which 
depends on his fluctuating moods. 
In one of his sober interludes Pierrot 
decides to abandon wild ways, so 
gives up his chorus-girl mistress, Co- 


lumbine Miller, and marries the 
| wealthy and aristocratic Isobel Van 
| Rensselaer. But Isobel ‘lives in 


prose’ while Pierrot ‘lives in poetry.’ 


Their natures clash Pierrot leaves | 
Isobel and returns ‘o his old exist- 
ence. He dreams of starting anew 
|some day with Columbine and the 
|child she was about to bear him 


when they parted. 

Years pass. Ill and in poverty, he 
meets: Columbine again. She tells 
him that their “hild, their ‘Pierrette,’ 
died a long while ago. As for Colum- 
bine herself, she is happily married 
to a successful merchant. Still the 
| dramatist, Pierrot salves his wound 
| by pretending that Annie May, the 
little dancing student from down- 
stairs, really his daughter. Gay 
and debonair to the last, he goes out 
to a ‘party’ given by Death, and his 
brilliant butterfly career comes to 
an end. Isobel, impelled by a sense 
of duty to seek her worthless hus- 
band, finds Annie May weeping at 
his bier. Annie May says she is 
mourning the death of Pierrot, het 
‘father.’ Isobel, lonesome in her con- 
ventional prose life, takes the girl 
home with her as a daughter. Thus, 
even in death, Pierrot has acted his 
role of dramatist, creating a false sit- 
uation which Isobel and Annie May 
accept as true. 

Alexander Kirkland handles the 
Pierrot assignment with a certain 
bouyancy. Mirian Jordan, recently 
back from England, portrays Isobel 
with cool blonde aloofness, and there 
are creditable contributions by Philip 
Tonge, Joanna Roos, Nell O'Day, 
Franklin Gray and others. Somehow, 
though, the rhyme scheme gets in 
the way, and the actors never seem 
quite genuine or completely at ease. 

Paul. 


| NEW FACES OF 1937 


Dennis. Mass., Aug. 31. 





Revue In two acts (37 scenes): book by 
Everett Marey and Leonard Sillman; music 
by Baldwin Bergerson, Irving Graham and 

|} James Shelton; lyrics by June Sillman, Irv- 


|ing Graham and James Shelton Additional 
music and lyrics by Morgan Lewis, Paul 
McGrain, Lew * Louis C. Bellin, 
Robert Bilder Fleeson, Ted Fetter, 
Al Stillman, George Walbridge: additional 
sketch by Mort Lewis, Lawrence Riley, 
Irving Graham, H. .ohn Friedman, Luther 
Davis, John De Vries, Rags Ragland, Rich- 
ard Lewine; idea suggested by Ham Fisher. 
Settings designed by Mercedes, realized by 


Kessler 


Nevell 


Eugene C. Kitsch, Staged and produced by 
Leonard Sillman at the Cape playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass., Aug, 30. 

Cast: Erika Mann, Rags Ragland, TWotte 


Goslar, Leone Sousa, Michael TWLoring, 
Mildred Todd, James Shelton, Joseph Beale, 
Kdna Russell, Jack and June Blair, Elisa- 
beth Wilde, June Sillman, Mara Alexander, 
Lou Babian, Bowen Tufts, Peter Renwick, 
Van Johnson, Grace Gillern, Claire Ellis, 
Paul Reberts, Vera Deane, Henry Arthur, 
Henrietta toyd, Johnnie Tunsill, Remi 
Martel, the Johnsons. 





Bright future seems assured for 
this third edition of Leonard Sill- 
man’s annual revue. There is good 
talent and mediocre, good material 
and bad: but happily, the good pre- 
dominates. Fact that the show at 
present is overloaded augurs well. 
With judicious cutting, a brisk and 
generally agreeable entertainment 


new season. 

Partial list of highlights would in- 
clude, first of all, such attractive 
tunes as ‘Croupier,’ ‘It’s You I Want,’ 
‘Rinka Tinka,’ and ‘Train Time.’ Then 
there are at least half a dozen top- 


Vaudeville,” ‘Glee Club,” ‘Whither 
America’ (‘this in particular a 
masterpiece of absur 
tor’s Dream,’ ,and_ the 
dances of Lotte Goslar. Miss Goslar, 
by the way. won critical notice in 
last season’s ill-fated ‘Pepper Mill,’ 
produced by Erika Mann. Miss 
Mann is also in the current ‘Faces,’ 
but her talents are preity much 
wasted in the weak connecting scenes 
which are supposed to hold the re- 
vue together. 

The Sillman showcase is perhaps a 
little crowded, what with some 30 
personalities jostling for recognition. 


is 





Edna Russell, Michael Loring and 
June Sillman stand out. Miss Rus- 
sell has a vigorous, almost violent. 
| comedy sense and isn't afraid to let 
herself go. Loring and Miss Sillman 
| both know how to project a song, 


| and the latter is responsible for lyrics 
to several of the best numbers. 
Among other performers who 
merit attention are Mildred Todd. 
James Shelton, Mara Alexander. the 
dance team of Jack and June Blair. 
Elisabeth Wilde. 


should be whipped into shape for the | 


dity), ‘Decora- | 
eccentric 


} 
| he Tan Man....... 


get anywhere: ‘Are We Comfy?’, for 
example, and ‘The Little Art Film 
Group.’ ‘Button, Button,’ and ‘For- 
ive Us Odets’ need better payoffs. 
, oll Shelton sings three of his own 
songs, when one would probably 
suffice. And there are evidences of 
borrowing from other shows. 

But all in all, ‘New Faces’ is good 
fun, and there is every likelihood of 
its being more so by the time it 
reaches Broadway. Paul, 





DEARLY BELOVED 


Ogunquit, Me., Aug. 30. 





Comedy by Charles Beahan and Robert 
|} Buckner. Produced at the Playhouse, 
| Ogunquit, Me Aug. 30. 
| Aree EOVGs. cecesaveares ..dean Muir 

Marshall Grayson...... Donald Cook 
| Laurea WHSOR...<cssecces Barna Ostertag 
Lotus ; rere ye eee Evelyn Chevillat 
| George Best... ccoccsecs Carl Benton Reid 
| Ronald Clay...-csrcoses Damianzo O'Flynn | 
Kuni : (os eneeeesckess Kk. Colin Dawson 
; capes PASORE. .cancecs nest Madeline lloolye 
Dr. Bainbridge .William Roehrick 
PRORORTADNE . ccc he seeeeds Harold Wax 
S  @  Ayeerroror William Swetland 
| CHAMIDETIMRIG... es ccsuves Frances Benedict 


If last week’s premiere of ‘Dearly 
Beloved,’ by Charles Beahan and 
Robert Buckner, is any criterion this 
trite little piece will be given the 
cold shoulder if it ever ventures out 
into the cynical limelight of Broad- 
way. 

Founded on a rather hackneyed 
plot, embellished with a few bright 
lines, and more often larded with 
stage and screen lingo which will 
zoom over the heads of the average 
lay theatregoer, ‘Beloved’ stars Jean 
Muir and Donald Cook, but gives 
them thin pickings as to script. From 
all the slow-paced business Cook 
gleaned considerably more meat than 
his leading lady, although Miss Muir 
had her moments in a fairly convinc- 
ing bedroom scene which closed the 
play. 

Arabella Love (Jean Muir), an ac- 
tress, has been playing the road in 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ for a few sea- 
sons, has been starving between en- 
gagements and leaning heavily on 
the helpful arm of her roommate, 
Laura Wilson (Barna Ostertag), who 
works for the telephone company. 
Arabella meets a wealthy young son 
of a railroad president, outside a 
phone booth. They have lunch at 
the Ritz and soon become enamored. 
Marshall Grayson (Cook), the young 
man, proposes marriage and a Euro- 
pean honeymoon. Arabella accepts 
the sailing proposition, but declines 
the ring. She wants to pursue her 
career. 

Their friends assume they are 
wedded, and the whole world takes 
it for granted when she finally lands 
in Hollywood. She goes Hollywood, 
takes on Laura as her personal sec- 
retary, affects all the poses, is hotly 
| pursued by an author, who urges her 





|to get a divorce. Dizzy from the 
Hollywood merry-go-round ride, 


Arabella thinks maybe this is a good 
idea. 

At this point Grayson arrives from 
New York, where he had camped for 
months after a lovers’ quarrel, pre- 
tends to approve of the divorce, but 
points out that they will have to get 
married quietly to engineer a wide- 
ly-publicized divorce. 

Miss Ostertag, given most of the 
good lines, was a standout in the 
cast with her comic relief, first as the 
watchful, sisterly roommate, later as 
the blunt-spoken personal secretary. 
Lollie Payson, played well by Made- 
line Hooley, is a gushy columnist 
with four million circulation. 


WPA 


An Evening of Short Plays 
Chicago, Sept. 3. 


plays presented by the Fed- 
eral Theatre at the Princess, Chicago, Sept. 
8: ‘Blocks,’ ‘L« and How Cure It 
‘The Long Journey Home’ and ‘The End of 
sSeginning.’ 


Fox. 





Four one-act 





ve to ® 





LOVE AND HOW TO CURE IT 
|} Comedy in one act by Thorton Wilder. 
Staged by Kay Ewing and Harold Kovpel. 
| HOWOMA. 6s 03.005 60s¥n0eees .. Violet LeClaire 
mu eT eT Ee ee te Fannie Kllen 
ene, EO ETS te ere wee George Hoskyn 
| Arthur Warburton......... Tom McDermott 
BLOCKS 
| Allegory of war in one act by Molly Day 
Thatcher Staged by Kay Ewing and Har- 
| old Kopel, 
he Green Worker.......... Stuart Langley 
he Green Man. : 


Charles Healy 
..James Diehl 


| 
Tan Worker. : ebeeia orcs 





ee Walter Krouse 
THE END OF THE BEGINNING 
Comedy in one act by Sean O'’Casey, 
Staged by Art Smith. 
bu A. Bearer Art Smith 
| Lizzie PORE UINNS 23 6.649.044 . Vivian Holt 
| Barry Derrill.. Trlttic. vr. Pat Devlin 
| THE LONG VOYAGE HOME 
Drama in one act Vv Eugene © Neill. 
aged by Robert Milton. 
rat Joe ey ney George Dayton 
Nic < ] ett Mar-hall 
WE: vi rceenseentaceneess Kate Gratiot 
PUNDOOE sca dvvinel cutee .Victor Sutherland 
Pee Ocececrcecese Pat Devlin 
SUNN. s 55495468 2060 eee G ats Herbert Stumn 
Olson CCC Ce cecesocecs Art Smith 
Mreda $000 ee eeudebseivees Ruth Page 
jiva ? ecccccces o« Frances Harris 
| Two Roughs Arthur Otto, William Joy 


In producing four one-act plavs, 
two of which are st; 
ally for the first 
making a real 


aged profession- 
time, the WPA j 
contribution to 


| Chicago theatre. 
tags Ragland, Leone | 


There is little use going into the 


Sousa, Peter Renwick and a Negro! accomplishments of the Federal the- 


contingent made un of J 
sill, vocalist, and the fast-stepping 
Johnsons. . 
Settines and costumes 
are olcar rithout offe: 
is eve-filling. 
On the cebit sid 


at 


ing much that 


ohnnie Tun- | 


e of the ledger are! 


atre since its establishment here. Suf- 
fice to say, from a beginning fraught 


_ | With crudeness, it has become, with 
Dennis! 


‘The Lonely Man’ and this program. 
a theatre of which its executives and 
its patrons alike may well be proud. 

Direction, performance, and pro- 


several sketches which don’t seem to 


| With 


duction are all on a high plane. Mora 
the wisdom with which the choice of 
plays was made, shows that there ig 
real theatre in the Federal theatra 
and will help greatly in bringing 
one-act play into public conscio 
ness. 

On opening night, the piece de ra. 
sistance, Eugene O’Neill’s ‘The Lon 


tre, 
the 
uS- 


, ? ng 
Voyage Home’ was omitted, sup- 
|posedly because of the illness of g 


| player, 

‘Love and How to Cure It,’ a back. 
stage piece which takes a London 
music hall of 1895 as the place and 
time of its setting, is, by far, the 
weakest of the group. 

Devoid of plot, its theme is that of 
the effectiveness of the elusive 





in 
love. The sparse story concerns 4 
young dancer spurning the love of 
one who is too easy, only to placa 


| herself in the 
another man, 
There is a question as to 


reverse position with 


wheth 


_ 
the grouv should have done this 
play at all. 

Even those who have an intense 
dislike for the allegoric form must 
admit that ‘Blocks’ is good theatre 
Perhaps good theatre is all it ic: 


certainly preaching against capital. 
istically conceived war belongs to the 
flag-waving play class which brings 


‘Bravos’ from the audience, as this 
| one did on opening night. 

| In its WPA presentation, which 
|is also the first professional showing 
|for the play, ‘Blocks’ was smartly 
j}done. Acting was good, livhting ex- 


cellent, and the sets, in modern cubie 
istyle, were in keeping with 
rest. 

Yet the play is not smart 
subtle. and it makes no 
hide that its purvose is to show 
|rational and illogical aims in those 
who supposedly direct civilization. 
| This is not the first production for 
‘End of the Beginnings.’ Seon 
O’Casey’s version of the Willie West 
and McGinty house wrecking vaude- 
ville turn, done in an interior and 
with dialogue. Presented with these 
|other plays, its hokum comedy is 
avart from the other moods of the 
evening, and adds something of pop- 
ular appeal to the bill. Loo} 


tha 
It 10ft 


attempt to 


VIRGINIA 


(Continued from page 58) 


| with ‘If You Were Someone Else,’ 
|*You and I Know’ (also some Stall- 
| irig lines), ‘Virginia’ and ‘My Heart 
| Is Dancing.’ 

Donald Graham at times duetted 
| with Miss Booth and was liked as a 
Virginia ranger. Mona Barrie as the 
governor’s daughter attracted atten- 
tion though her face was too immo- 


| bile at times. Gene Lockhart as the 
| actor-manager was amusing in his 
| way’ and had: that solitary giggle 
|line, a reference to his Romeo 
| smelling like a horse this night. 
| Bertha Bellmore as his wife quite 
okay, but Nigel Bruce as_ the 
governor did not seem to know 
what it was all about and had the 


misfortune of fumbling some lines 
His performance was curious since 
he is rated a real comedian. Per- 
haps it was just the part. 

Buck (Ford L.) and Bubbles (John 
W.) and Avis Andrews top the 
colored contingent. Bubbles solo- 
| hoofs to kill a wait but he should 
have covered those spindly shanks. 
Miss Andrews leads the colored 
| warblers in ‘Send One Angel Down’ 
and again with Buck and Bubbles 
plus the choir, there was ‘I'll Be 
Sitting in de lap O’ de Lord.’ Bub- 
bles registers in the most liked 
‘Goodbye, Jonah,’ plus choir. 

Patricia Bowman, the twinkle toes 
of the Music Hal}, easily scored and 





| the ensemble tce dancers added 
more pleasing sight stuff, particu- 


larly in the drum number with the 
mugging Valia Valentinoff—a hound 
for making grimaces. There was 
more ensemble in ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk,’ a portion of the second 
act which was distinctly juvenil 
| Partly so too was the county fai 
with Ajax the fire-eater, James Rey- 
nolds, an adroit pedal juggler and 
| George Prentice, with  slap-stick 
marionettes, which drew adult gig- 
gles. 

The Colonial army on the march 
its flags and rockets was a 
rousing effect on an elevated tred- 


e. 
r, 


mill. The first nighters were in res 
treat, for it was going on to 12 
o'clock. Doubtless there will be 


more enthusiasm at subsequent per- 
formances, when the show is tight- 
ened up. The second night saw 25 
minutes chopped out. 

House and show being under the 
same management, is a set-up favor 
able to ‘Virginia’s’ chances. Ibee. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Berkshire Hotel, New York 



































Wednesday, September 8, 


1937 











61 








Broadway — 


Charlie Fury has joined Herman 
Bernie’s agency. 

Antoinette Perry to Denver to at- 
tend funeral of father-in-law, 

Willie Collier, Sr.,.in town; to see 
the fights, World’s Series, etc. 

Mildred Weber back from her 
final swing around the strawhats. 

Jake Lubin visiting on 46th street 
side of Loew's State while seated in 
ear. 

Louis (Journal) Sobol is Al Jol- 
son’s cousin, in case you didn’t know, 
or do you care? 

Billy McCarney muffed St. Patrick’s 
Day but sent out Jewish New Year's 
greetings to atone. 

Jimmy Lane back from his sea- 
shore shack for rehearsals in ‘Room 
Service,’ Boston co. 

Charlie Green, CRA prez, gets back 
in town today (Wednesday) from his 
western branch office jaunt. 

Charles Pope carrying around 
cooling packets of ice wrapped in 
cellophane during heat wave. 


Lew Leslie’s. colored filmusical is 

chilled for the moment, so he’s 
lanning a new ‘Blackbirds’ for 
roadway. 


Ralph Kirbery flew his own plane 
to Cleveland this week to enter the 
light plane class in the National Air 
Races Sat. (4). 

Last week’s heat chased ‘em off to 
a long Labor Day weekend from 
Thursday on. Many show biz offices 
closed early Friday. 

Painters’ strike trouble, etc., set 
back the new international Casino's 
premiere which was scheduled for 


tonight (Wednesday) to Thursday 
«9). 
Friars Club dedicated new hand- 


ball court, showers and gymnasium 
last week in quarters atop Edison 
hotel, N. Y. Members find it handy 
for midday cooloff. 

Ted Shapiro, Sophie Tucker’s ac- 
companist, planes to the Coast today 
(Wednesday) to handle musical di- 
rection of La Tucker's and Al Jol- 
son's new radio programs. 

Appendix operation caused Tommy 
Martin’s absence as soloist with Shep 
Fields’ orch at the Paramount, N. Y., 
last week. Martin was stricken in 
Cincinnati and operated on at the 
Decimer hosp there. 

Walter C. Kelly (The Virginia 
Judge’) going back to the Coast for 
a Bryan Foy (WB) film chore, ‘Sour 
Mountain.’ ‘And besides,’ adds Kelly, 
‘there are few people left on Broad- 
way I know; most of "em seem to be 
out there.’ 

Flock of big pix preems plus ‘Vir- 
ginia,’ first legit entry for 1937-8, 
brought out the autograf pests in 
hordes. Cops seemingly instructed 
not to spare their feelings, and 
they're being diligently shooed as a 
general official policy. 

Major Bowes partied the press 
before the Capitol’s reopening, and 
while the lure wasn't to come up 
and see his etchings, the Major does 
have a fine collection of more than 
5,000 paintings (including Whistlers, 
etc.) that are quite a treat. 

Hy Gardner, Brooklyn Eagle's 
Broadway columnist, voices some 
general B'way umbrage at Sidney 
Skoisky’s crack that ‘Broadway col- 
umns are as passe as Broadway.’ In 
Forum this week Gardner vox pops 
his opinion. “Tis said the Ed Sulli- 
van (News) shift to the Coast cul- 
minated on shipboard when the col- 
umnist returned with Publisher Pat- 
terson of the News, although over a 
year ago the News planned swap- 
ping Skolsky-Sullivan’s spots east 
and west, but former flew east at his 
own expense to argue against it. 
Monday (6) in the News both col- 
umnists publicly heralded their new 
plans. 





Sydney 
By E:vic Georrick 
Annette Kellerman due soon. 
Marcus revue a definite click. 
Comedy Harmonists in Melbourne. 
Weintraubs successful for Snider- 
Dean. 
Charles Munro has returned from 
Victoria. 
George Applegate 0.0-ing Western 
Austraiia for W 


liamson-Tait to play in ‘Balalaika.’ 
Premiere will be in Melbourne. 


pleting ‘Lovers and 
Cinesound. Next is ‘Broken Melody, 


in America, but Frank Harvey will 
add local dialog to suit. 


Christy and Gould, Joe Petersen, Hen- 


Lloyd Hughes resting after com- 
Luggers’ for 
for the same unit. Script was done 
Ken G. Hall 
will direct. 

Ken Asprey still having huddies 
with executives of both G.U.T. and 
Hoyts. Not stating his future plans 
just yet, but is sticking in the pic 
biz, nevertheless. Insiders say that 
Asprey will mean something big be- 
fore this year is ended. 

Vaude revue is back strong for Neil, 
with the following performers here 
now: Sandy Lang’s Three Flames, 


ning and Raye, George Hurd, Flying 
Elmars, Dixie and Mitzi, Herbert Loe, 
Earle, Pope and Lang, George Bol- 
ton and Mareski. 

There’s a rush on by local men to 
break into the legit field in opposi- | 
tien to Williamson-Tait. Before long 
new shows will be booked for Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand by the Ful- 
lers, Snider-Dean, and _ probably 
Frank Neil. Main trouble is suitable 
theatres. W-T at present operates | 
the only legiter, but the other fel- 
lows say they'll build if necessary. 


Chicage 


Pollak 




















“The | 





John 

Women.’ 
Haroid Higgins has his eye on a 
gray Cord. 
Al Marin rates as the best tenniser | 
in the ad field. | 
Count Berni Vici’s unit opening in | 
Danville for the new season. 


ahead of 


is 


| 


Kati Cuff becoming the town’s 
most prolific fiction scribbler. 
A. J. Jones leaving his business 


worries for two weeks beginning Fri- 
day (410). 

Tom Flannery’s party at Nipper- 
sink was the most successful shindig 
cf the year. 

Al Williamson took his frau to 
Minneapolis Friday to pick out the 
new house. 
Charlie Althoff and wife in town | 
and off to Winamac for a couple days 
before going east, 

Lester Stepner appointed man- 
ager of the Jones, Linick & Schaefer 
loop LaSalle theatre. 

Charles Althoff dropped into town 
on some radio negotiations, and 
popped right out again. 

Louise Fitch ducked the ‘Manhat- 
tan Mother’ show to fly out to Coun- 
cil Bluffs for a visit with the home 
folks over the weekend. 

Lee Belmont, former vaude and 
nitery dancer, and Tony Owens, of 
the Daily News amusement ad de- 
partment, will be Mr. and Mrs. be- 
fore the month is out. 


Minneapohs 


By Les Rees 


| 
| 
| 


| 








Dan Nolan, New York RKO home- 
office auditor, in town. 

Bill Winters, RKO salesman, laid 
up with sprained ankle. 

Excessive heat has been hurting 
show biz throughout territory. 
Burglars broke into Republic ex- 
change and got away with $60. 
Lucille ohnson of Warner 
Brothers to take matrimonial leap. 
Rud Lohrenz, Warner Brothers’ 
branch manager, in Chicago on Pub- 
lix product deal. 

Pat Luce, 20th-Fox branch man- 
ager’s secretary, recovered from ap- 
pendectomy and back on job. 

A number of branch managers at- 
tended College All-Stars-Green Bay 
Packer football game in Chicago. 
Twin City Variety club resuming 
weekly Monday luncheon meetings 


with — speakers and entertain- 
ment t. 20. 
John J. Friedl and John Branton, 


Publix general manager and booker, 
respectively, back from New York 
where they completed deal for U.A. 
new-season product and transacted 
other business. 
Paramount holding trade _pre- 
views of ‘Souls at Sea.’ ‘Artists and 
Models’ and ‘Double or Nothing’ at 
Fargo, N. D., and Mankato and 
Grand Rapids, Minn., with A. Selby 
laying Orpheum 





Stork brought the Mike Lustigs a 
son. Pa’s with Metro here. 

Film Board of Trade will go into 
enother huddle this week on the the- 
atre erection bogey. 

Tent shows readying to go out into 
the sticks, now that the warm 
weather is on its way. 

Frank Neil is busy arranging biz 
plans for his Tivoli chain in connec- 
tion with theatre erection. 

Tries are still being made to secure 
capital for pic production through- 
out Victoria, but financiers are hold- 
ing off. 

Georg Schneevoigt playing a 
repeat season as guest conductor for 
the Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission. 

Norman B. Rydge has noi yet ac- 
cepted the co-directoyship of Gen- 
eral Theatres. Unit has only a few 
months to go. 

Williamson-Tait will screen “The 
Immorial Swan’ at ihe Comedy for a 
run try. Pic shows the lite and 
dances of Pavlowa. 


is 


Despite setback by a nabe council, 


Hoyts intends seeking theatre sites 


for further chain build under direc- 


tion of Charles Munro. 


Carr in charge. 
Rudy Vallee, p 

here, took in ‘Schnickelfritz’ band, 
Twin City sensation, at Midway Gar- 
dens night club, made speech at es- 
tablishment telling crowd how much 
he enjoyed corny musicians and ar- 
ranged for their appearance on his 
radio hour. 


CHATTER 
London 





Beverley Nichols in 
Budapest. 
Oliver Garretson on a motor tour 
to Budapest. 
Henry Sherek 
Switzerland. 
Beity Ross back from touring Po- 
land and the East. 
John Murray Anderson back to 
New York and Fort Worth. 
Terence Rattigan, author of ‘French 
Without Tears,’ vacationing in Nice. 
Mr. and Mrs. Buster Collier have 
ai acm their new child Constance 
aula. 


Emile Boreo on the General The- 


holidaying 


vacationing in 


|) atres Corp. circuit, and will also do 
| another picture here, 


Grace and Charlie Herbert at the | 


Trianon for four weeks, opening the 
fall season Sept. 27. 


Great Dante has leased the Winter 
Garden theatre for a three-month 
season opening Boxing day. 

Billy Costello (Popeye the Sailor) 
married Florence Baines of York- 
shire at St. Alban’s register office. 

Drena under one year’s contract 
with Pierre Sandrini; goes to New 
York for the International Casino. 

Music Corp. of America wanted 
Anita Martell, kid juggler, for New 
York, but could not get together on 
salary. 

Vietch, currently in the Folies 
Bergere show, signed with American 
Music Corp. to return to the U. S. 
in Nov. 

Reg Connelly says Sid Phillips is 
not signed with Cinephonic Music 
Co. He is with Campbell, Connelly, 
it seems. 

Elsie Randolph, for years leading 
lady with Jack Buchanan in musi- 
cals and pix, taking a brief pleasure 


| trip to N. Y. 


Harry Foster limping his way 
around because he wanted to show 
the village yokels how good he is 
on a bicycle. 

William Dewhurst, just set for role 


|in Metro’s ‘Yank at Oxford,’ received 


news his composer son, Paul, died 
fighting in Spain. ¢ 

After waiting three weeks in the 
hope of saving Esme Percy's eye, 
surgeons finally had to remove it, 
following a dog bite. 

Tom Bostock, Eric Maschwitz, Wil- 
liam Mollison, Jack Davies and 10 
friends off to Vienna to see the open- 
ing of ‘Hearts in Snow.’ 

‘Judgment Day,’ current at the 
Phoenix theatre, will play four mati- 
nees at the Champse Elysees, Paris. 
Sacha Guitry will present. 

Benny Ross and Maxine Stone sig- 
natured for the Landeau-Ruben re- 
vue opening at the Savoy theatre 
around the middle of October. 

Jack Hylton and Harry Foster in 
an agency alliance for the purpose 
of handling several bands for vaude- 
ville in England and the continent. 

Walter Payne, president of Society 
of West End Theatre Managers, has 
succeeded Lord Lurgan, recenily de- 
ceased, as chairman of the Drury 
Lane theatre. 

Sydney Carroll extending his Open 
Air Theatres Shakespearean season 
for a fortnight, making longest run 
he has experienced in this Regent's 
Park playhouse. 

George Bunyai and his father have 
a villa in Juan les Pins which they 
call “Tovarich,’ in honor of the play 
which they agented to Gilbert Miller 
for stage and film. F 

Scotland Yard has warned theatre 
managers that all guns used for stage 
purposes come under the firearms 
ban, and a separate certificate is 
necessary for each one. 

Following prolonged illness, Dor- 
othy Black returning to the stage in 
the fall season at the Arts theatre. 
She and Esmond Knight will star in 
‘Van Gogh’ by Dan Burke. 

Four women support Bernard Ne- 
dell in ‘Live Wires,’ just completed 
by Herbert Brenon for British Lion. 
They are Kathleen Kelly, Jean Gillie, 
Sally Siewart, Irene Ware. 

There seems to be a protracted 
postponement of reconstruction of 
the Winter Garden theatre, which 
was to have been converted into an 
eatery with a big show designed as 
opposition to the London Casino. 

Grand. Bromley, formerly a pic- 
ture house, being converted into a 
theatre by Ena Lovell, who has two 
seaside houses under her manage- 
ment. New regime opens Sept. 6 with 





;Yvonne Arnaud in ‘Laughter in 
;Court.’ 
Very rarely that John Maxwell, 


head of Associated British Cinemas, 
sells any of his houses. But he has 
just disposed of the Hippodrome, 
Norwich, to B. & J. Theatre circuit. 








Quebec 


Bill Lester at Memphremagog. 

J. A. Deseve back from Paris. 

A. W. Perry here from Toronto. 

His Majesty’s will reopen end 
Sertember with legit shows. 

Howard Knevels new manager 
Loew's with Leonard Bishop back 
Capitol, Halifax. 

N. L. Nathanson 


ol 


« 
? 
iO 


fiving 


and winter. 

Technicolor Coronation pix. 
ond week at Cafiito!, open to minors 
under 16, normally barred from pic- 


cece 


tures under Quebec law. 
First action under 25-year agree- 
ment between United Amusements 


and Canadian Famous Players signed 





Robert Halliday and Margaret 
Adams arrive this week for 


Wil- 


this year in Montreal, will be build- 
ing of another first-run theatre. 


between |' 
here and Toronto Orpheum taking a 
flutter in first-run British pix for fall | 





around a cireus idea, and for the first 
time any nitery in London will have 
two animal acts on one program. 
These are Texas Tommy and _ his 
pony and Carl Emmy and his dogs. 
Dare and Yates and a dancing act 
complete the bill. 





Paris 





Prices still going up. 
Harlem Club shuttered. 
Mabel off for a vacation. 
Brickiop off on vacation. 
Spadolini off on a tour. 
Town still full of tourists. 





June Knight in for a visit. 

Al Evans’ band breaking up. 

Leo Marjane at tne Casanova. 

Harry Salzman over to Londen. 

Jean Tranchant on Belgian tour. 

Gypsy Markova at the Casanova. 

Reva Reyes still topping the Casa- 
nova. 


Expo can now be entered by 31 
gates. 
| Bal Tabarin still turning them 
| away. 


Serge Lifar off for a month’s va- 
cation. 

Grover Whalen through and on to 
Rome. 


Jim Witteried lettering from 
| Cannes. 

Rouben Mamoulian here looking 
for scenarios. 

Henri Dajou recovering from a 


short illness. 

Phil Reisman in from London for 
a look-around. 

Marie Belle going blonde 
part in ‘La Glu.’ 

‘His Affair’ (20th-Fox) opening at 
the Cinema Balzac. 

Rita Georg scheduled to star in the 
next Folis-Bergere revue. 

Jacques Feyder off for Munich, 
where he will make a film for Tobis. 

Bruno Mussolini and Italian flyers 
enjoying themselves at the Cotton 
Club. 

Dandy 
again in 
revue, 

Henri Varna negoti ting for Harry. 


for 


a 


signing with Paul Derval 
the next Folis-Bergere 


Richman for the ney Casino de 
Paris revue. 
Joseph Bercholz paying 300,000 


francs for film rights of a new Vicki 
Baum story. 

Comedie-Francaise and Opera- 
Comique will play for three months 
in Egypt next year. 

Mitty Golding saying he expects to 
sign Ramon Novarro for a fall ap- 
pearance at his A BC. 

Maurice Chevalier to make an 
English version of ‘Le Mort en Fuit’ 
for Rene Clair in London. 

Marcel Nancey and J. <A. de 
Turenne of the Theatre de Deux- 
Masques to produce a new play by 
Pierre Chambard. 

Serge Lifar doing the choreog- 
raphy for ‘La Mort du Cygne, 
(‘Death of the Swan’), directed by 
Jean Benoit Levy. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Al Golden back from six-month 
writing stint for 20th-Fox. 

Pittsburgh Drama League has set 
Nov. 6 for annual Institute. 

Willows will remain open al] win- 
ter for first time in roadhouse’s his- 
tory. 

George Tyson's leave of absence 
ends Oct. 1 and he'll be back at Alvin 
then. 

Howdy Baum’s band goes _ into 
Hotel] Schenley for winter run in two 
weeks, 

The Hank Whitehouses expect a 
visit from the stork sometime this 
winter. 

Madeleine Skelly Foust's ‘Stardust’ 
opening tink Kilbuck theatre's sea- 
son Saturday. 

Dick Maney here ahead of 





‘Star 


Wagon’ and Barney McDevitt in 
blurbing Glen Gray. 
Florence Fisher Parry's broken | 


ankle will keep her columns out of 
‘Press’ for a month. 

Grace and Charlie Herbert here 
visiting friends before sailing for 
Europe on the 20th. 

Charlie Holstein, ‘Post-Gazette’ re- 
porter, weds Ruth Klein, of Home- 
stead ‘Messenger,’ week from Sun- 
day. 

Nick Troilo dropping agency biz 
in Philly long enough to help his 
| brother-in-law, Dr. Vincent Marino, 
(in his campaign for county coroner. 





Baltimore 





to operate as a vaudeviile house. B. 
:, By Howard A. Burma 
& J. now ha x vaude housé¢s . : ” 
Lewis Casson producing second of ‘ , : 
| J.B. Priestley’s plays of the current Con Little assigned to Ford's b.c. 
J. I y vid y Last ‘ Yang ; } - 
iceason. ‘I Have Been Here Refo e’ at John McCa lin booking sows and 
the Royaliy theatre. Sent. 21. Third, | SODSSss!0ns for Timonium Fair. . 
ae ee Baas aoe | Slim Pavese back to nitery field 
I Am a Stranger Here, being tried j ; ; . oN 
out at the Bradford Civic theatre |®5,™@nager for Max ‘Oasis’ Cohen. 
Sent 97 prior ta the author's de. |. -@on Back given job of building 
sept. 2f, prior 10 ine au dig hs ae- up Met recently taken over by Rome 
|parture for New York on a lecture | opain 
ul | Joe F is ndertakin yublicity 
Act booked at the Casino, Juan | ; Field yo ; aking publicity 
‘ : ta ragtics ’ stint for Max Cohen's campaign for 
Les Pins, must do 14 show as well | cheriff 
‘ ' be rues ¢ loon Sere - . 
jas seven shows at the Hollyy ood, Doc Marcus considerably improved 
| booked in conjunction with the Ca- | after being stricken while at work 
sino. Only one who refused to play |}on Southern hotel roof. 
|}ithe 21 shows is Larry Adler. He Lou Azrael back to column stint 
played one show nightly at the Ca-! after six weeks’ cruise, which in- 
j}sino, with only one extra show on | cluded Russian runaround. 


| Sunday. 
Music Corp. of America, which op- 


| erates the Grosvenor House cabaret, 
its next show there built 


| will have 


Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin and 
John Little, up to ears in improve- 
|ments and promising much legit 
showbiz for their respective houses. 


ee 
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VARIETY 


Hollywood 


Lee Goldberg in from Ciney. 

Binnie Barnes off for a vacation in 
England. 

Betty Compson signed a termer at 
Warners. 


Benny Rubin quit film writing to 
scrib a play. 

J. Robert Bren trekked east for 
iwo months. 


Gertrude Purcell 
month in the east. 


Ben Bernie pulled in for “Leve and 
Hisses’ at 20th-Fox. ' 

Warren William trailered to Can- 
ada for a fortnight. 

Frieda Inescort lolling 
Santa Barbara sands. 

P. J. Wolfson back at 
desk after long illness. 

Universal grabbed Frances 
for “Young Man's Fancy.’ 

Sophie Tucker back from Saratoga-,. 
for Metro playing chores. 

William Burnside, British consult- 
ant for S-I, unhospitalized. 

Jesse L. Lasky building a Breni- 
wood palazzo on two acres. 

Charles B. Cochran weekended 
with the Winfield Sheehans. 

Andrea Leeds gets the femme bill- 
ing in “The Goldwyn Follies.’ 

Lupe Velez aired to Cleveland 
after finishing in ‘High Flyers.’ 

Cromwell Ormsby, former Metro 
reader, back on the lot as a writer, 

Billy Rose visisted Fannie Brice 
a day and aired back to Fort Worth. 

Murray Ritter joined Louis Sil- 














vacationing a 


on the 


his Radio 


Hunt 


| vers’ music department at 20th-Fox, 


Richard Aldrich talking a Broad- 
~~ Stage deal with Paulette God- 
dard. 

Mitzi Uihlein, beauty contest win- 
ner, signed for U's ‘Young Man's 
Fancy.’ 

Dan Tobey, fight announcer, will 
play that role in Metro’s ‘The Four 
Marys.’ 

R. N. Bradbury back at Mono after 
spearing a creelful of trout at Mam- 
moth Lake. 

Fred Allen and Portland Hoffa due 
in for roles in ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
at 20th-Fox. 

Bette Davis, recovered from 
stroke, starts at Warners’ in 
bel’ Sept. 24. 

Johnny Whitehead has left the U 
praisery to join the Walter Brooks 
publicity office. 

Ed Thorgersen here for sports an- 
nouncer role in 20th-Fox’'s ‘Life Be- 
gins in College.’ 

The Pat O’Briens back in their 
Brentwood manse, Pat pocketing his 
Del Mar profits. 

Sam Engel pulled out for New 
York and Europe after welcoming 
newly born son, 

Mary Louise Hetzer, 18-year-old 
canary, drew a 20th-Fox termer and 
a new tag, Mary Lane. 

Richard Arlen and Jobyna Ralston 
Snagging fish from the deck of their 
yacht in Catalina waters, 

Lloyd Bacon is scribbling an orig- 
inal yarn based on the mysterious 
Mediterranean submarine. 

James Robbins, formerly of 
New York stage, draws a role 
GN’s ‘He Wanted to Marry.’ 

Frankie Thomas going east to pla 
the lead in ‘Roosty.’ His dad, Fran 
M. Thomas, may play in it, too. 

P. G. Wodehouse is sportin 
medal handed to him by the 
Twain society as a top humorist. 
Jackie Cooper and Maureen O'Con- 
nor, Mono players, hosted filmland 
bulb pressers at Jackie's Bevhills 
manse, 

Don Santo, m. c. at the Manchester 
theatre, L. A., suffered an injured 
eye when a blank cartridge exploded 
too close. 

Richard Thorpe being tutored by 
L. A. city eds on how newspaper- 
men really behave, prepping ‘The 
Four Marys.’ 

Dolores Del Rio, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Cedric Gibbons and Gene 
Raymond made a weekend foursome 
at Ensenada. 

Lieut. Clare Hartnett, veteran Pa- 
cific Northwest aviator, joined the 
fiying staff of Wallace Beery. His 
headquarters will be Central airport, 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 
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Dave Molliver set to go into double 
harness this month. 

Variety Club in its new quarters in 
the Bellevue-Stratford hotel. 

Variety Club settled in its 
quarters in Bellevuc-Stratford. 


new 


Taylor Grant anxiously waiting 
publication of his latest cleffing 
effort, 


Fred Ford skedded to be back on 


WCAU's air this fall with more talk 
on the ponies. 
Bess Ehrhardt and Roy Shipstead 


faking lessons in ballet 
from Florence Cowanova. 

Leslie Joy appointed by Governor 
Earle to Pennsy State Constitution 
Commemoration Committee. 

Bill Madigan out of Quality Pre- 
mium to become salesman tor Pree 
ferred Pix in. Philly territory. 

June Collins taking leave of WIP 
program department for piano-chirp 
engagement at Hotel Hildebrecht, 
Trenton. 


technique 


Mrs. Tommy Stern (wife of Rec- 
ord’s Peter Stirling) practically all 
recouped from a slice job on the 


appendix. 

Joe Feldman gives up his house- 
managing for 
become their 


Warner Brothers to 





personnel director in 


this territory. 
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) l news items as pub- 
This department contains rewritten theatrica ns a 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


Variety takes no credit for 


these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





cee ee = me ae 


East 


Atlantic City cops cleaning up on 
gamblers. Pinched 22, mostly for 
horse race bets. | 

‘Midsummer Night’ changes to ‘In| 





Clover.’ Due in October. 

Weather bureau explains it was 
not the heat but the humidity that 
mace N. Y.’s August so uncomfort-| 
able. } 

Four-hour sit-down strike at the 


Hotel Chesterfield last Friday ended 
when hotel agreed to talk things} 
over. 
Tommy Manville asking his first | 
three wives to serve as an unofficial | 
jury to decide how much he should 
pay Marcella Edwards, his fourth. 
Figures they ought to know. Took 
full page ads in N. Y. papers to ad- 
vertise for an attorney. 


Long Island court holds dog racing 
legal in spite of N. Y. state law to 
the contrary. Refused to hear a 
case against ops of Mineola track. 

Federal Theatre Project’s Caravan 
theatres to close Sept. 18. 

Last week in Washington Sheila 
Barrett cut from her repertoire the 
tipsy southern girl in the N. Y. nite 


clubs. Southern women made pro- 
test. Back in the act this week in 
Philly. 


Frank Bomond, of Astoria, leaped 


the Paramount building Sept. 1, 
landing on the roof of the theatre. 
Bluffed his way past the night 
watchman, entered an office and 
leaped. 

Kids booed the strong man in the 
W.P.A. circus at a Brooklyn show 
last week. Advertised to pull against 
16 horses, but used only four, and the 
youngsters kicked. 

Dionne quints to be seen only one 
hour daily instead of the former two. 
Dr. Dafoe thinks it’s bad for their 
nerves. 

Pennsylvania increases auto speed 
limit to 50 miles per hour except in 
residential sections. Must slow to 20 
miles for grade crossings, however. 

James M. Murphy, sign hanger, 
hurt last week while working on 
‘Firefly’ sign at the Astor theatre. 
Fracture of the spine feared. 

Steamship companies to crack 
down on autograph hounds. Jam 
over Robert Taylor prompting the 
ukase, 

Department of Commerce an- 
nounces Americans spent $600,000,000 
abroad this summer. Still under the 
1929 record, but ple..ty better than 
last year. 

Shippers report an impending rise 
in the cost of lobsters. Maine crop 
a bust and Connecticut intake re- 
duced, 

Hoboken residents ask police to 
muffle Normandie’s whistle, but cop- 
pers say no can do. 

Mrs. Helen Ann Rork Getty Wil- 
son, former picture actress, fled from 
her summer cottage at Navesink last 
week. Complained her last hubby, 
H. Douglas Wilson, serenaded her 
each night with a band of four Ha- 
waiians in the hope of winning her 
back. Got so she couldn't stand it, 
her lawyer says. 

Sophie Tucker taking dramatic 
lessons from Laura Hove Crewes be- 
fore going into ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 
Savs screen technique is different. 

James Melton, radio chirper and 
pix actor, named co-respondent in 
the divorce suit brought by Theo- 

dore Weicker, Jr., who charges Mel- 





| held. 





ton_ broke up his happy home. 

‘Silvermine Sillies,’ amateur revue, 
presented at the Connecticut town 
of that name, last half of last week. 
Proceeds to Guild of Artists. Many 
well-known names in the 20 sketches 
comprising the show. Funny in spots, 
but snotty. 

Police rounding uv known racket- 
eers to guard the Legionnaires 
against being bunked during their 
convention. 

Florence Rogge, who staged the 

ances in ‘Virginia,’ guest of the So- 
cietv of Virginia Women at the Com- 
modore last week. 

Eavtene Heath, Bluebonnet Girl of 
the Texas Exnosition, accused her 
hreband, Otis E. Garrett, film editor, 
with tinnling too much and using 
abusive lancuave in her divorce suit 
on trial in L. A. superior court. 

Mortha Rove filed suit for divorce 
in T.. A. from Hamilton ‘Buddy’ 
Westmore. makeup expert, charging 
threats vainst her life. They eloped 
to T.-s Vevras, Nev.. May 30. 

John Barrymore's vecrht. ‘Tnfanta,’ 
ws sold at auction for $77,500 in fed- 
eral harkrimotcy comrt. Purchaser 
was FE. P. Lawson, New York mil- 
lier-i-e, Craft new cost Barrymore 
$1=9 900, 

Firols of hillbilly contest to be de- 
cided at the Mall, Central Park, to- 
nicht (Wednesday). 

New Discovery Plavers has taken 
over the rehearsal boll of the Acme 
(Aref) theatre. Will ready several 

levs. ; 

Albert Maltz, who won a prize 
with his one acter. ‘Private Hicks.’ 
to tell students of N.Y.U. how it’s 
done. Will conduct two courses at 
the Washington Sa. branch. 

American League Against War 
and Facism, Committee for Cultural 





Organization and American Music 
League have combined in a prize 
contest for the best anti-war song. 
Prizes from $50 to $10. 
Gymanfa Ganu_ (song 
held in Johnstown, Pa., last week, | 
attended by some 1,800 representa- | 
tives of Welch singing societies. Of- | 
ficers elected and inter-city contest | 


‘Virginia,’ 25 minutes shorter than 
on opening night, now ready for 
book revision. 

Narragansett Racing Assn. 
state officials from audit of its books. 
Governor announces he will use mil- 
itia if necessary. 

Betty Wheeler, aide to Frank Mer- 
lin of the W.P.A. variety branch, has | 
resigned. 

War veterans of the Federal the- | 
atre to stage three one-act musicals | 
at the Adelphia Sept. 28. Proceeds | 
to help war vets on the project to| 
obtain private employment. : 

New way to end picketing dis- | 
covered in the Bronx. Some 300) 
kids picketed for a playground until 
local theatre announced a kid mati- 
nee. They all went to the show. 

Walt Disney’s Silly Symphony gets 
tops in Venice film expo. Fourth 
time. 

Team of horses hitched to a chariot 
in ‘Aida’ at the Hippodrome got} 
tangled in the scenery. Their trainer 
rushed onstage and prevented what 
might have been a bad smash. 


Coast 


bars | 








Death of Jane Weir, young screen 
actress, Aug. 21, was declared due 
to pulmonary embolism, or blood 
clot that formed following an appen- 
dectomy, by county autopsy surgeon 
in Los Angeles. 

Patsy Ruth Miller, screen player 
and former wife of Tay Garnett, and 
John Lee Mahin, screen writer, filed 
intention to marry at the L. A. city 
hall. 

Roy Randolph, dance director, was 
acquitted of a serious morals charge 
lodged by Charlotte Swett, Chicago 
high school girl, in L. A. superior 
court. 

Counsel for Larry Céballos, dance 
director, will seek dissolution of the 
interlocutory divorce decree granted 
Mrs. Ceballos last year. Couple de- 
cided to resume the marital status. 

Contract between Mervyn LeRoy 
and Tommy Bond, moppet player, 
starting at $100 a week, okayed in 
L.A, superior court. Also approved 
was contract of Betty Jane Rhodes 
with Radio at starting salary of $200 
a week. 

Superior Judge Kenny in L.A. 
overruled demurrer sought by Prin- 
cipal Productions ia the suit filed by 
C. A. Powell, writer, who seeks $30,- 
000 damages because of company’s 
asserted failure to give him proper 
screen credit for authorship of ‘The 
Californian.’ Action has been calen- 
dared for early trial. 

Roy Del Ruth and his wife, Mrs. 
Olive Del Ruth, are defendants in a 
$60,000 suit filed in Los Angeles by 
a maid formerly employed in the 
Del Ruth home. Plaintiff charges 
she lost an eye as the result of an 
altercation with Mrs. Del Ruth. 

Hal Styles, originator of a radio 
program, ‘Help Thy Neighbor,’ is 
defendant in a divorce suit filed in 
L.A. by Mrs. Dorothy Styles, who 
charges cruelty. 


MARRIAGES 


Alice Dahl to Harry Bryan Aug. 
29 in Los Angeles. Groom is radio 
technician. Bride a radio scripter. 

Alice King Boris to Charles Jud- 
son Sept. 1 in Ventura, Calif. Groom 
is cityed of Los Angeles News. 

Dorothy Lois Smith to W. L. 
Grandey at Seattle. Groom is 
scripter for CBS. Bride was con- 
tinuity writer for KOL, Seattle. 

Virginia Hanna to Neil Palfgrove, 
in Canton, O., Aug. 24. Groom is 
assistant manager of Loew’s Canton. 

Elsie Stewart to Donald Jacobs, in 
Canton, O., Aug. 24. Groom with 
Lake theatre, Cleveland. 

Frances Coffey <0 Jack Sherrill, 
Sept. 4 in Hollywood. Groom is 
business manager for Deanna Dur- 
bin. 

Alice Faye to Tony Martin, Sept. 4, 
at Yuma, Ariz. Both are under con- 
tract at 20th-Fox. 

June Martel to Tom Tyler, Sept. 3, 
at Glendale, Calif. Both are screen 
players. 

Miriam Hopkins to Anatole Litvak, 
in Yuma, Ariz., Sept. 3. Groom is 
a film director, It’s third try for 
film star bride. 

Mildred Cole to Ewing Scott in 
Los in Los Angeles, July 17. Bride 
is a dramatic coach. Groom is a 
film director, 


BIRTHS 


Mr, and Mrs. Mort Smith, son, 
Sept. 2 in Los Angeles. Father is 
National Broadcasting technician, 








| even usually, exercise this right. He 


contest) | further has the right to require that | the former Elsa Lazereff, took an 


controls 
| charge individual musicians 


| contract. 


| nent organization or standing, nor 


| taching to the relationship existing 





| Social Security | 


(Continued from page 51) 











_..Under contracts in which 
| tractors’ appear, the ‘purchaser’. has 
/the right to select specfic musicians 
| datthoosts in certain localities this 
|right does not exist) even though 
| the ‘purchaser’ may not always, or | 


a certain type of music be played. 
He invariably furnishes the place | 
where the contract shall be per- 


| formed. He designates the hours of | 


performance and, in addition, even | 
times for intermissions... 
In addition, he has the right to dis- 
in the 
event of a material breach of their 
In the case of the engage- | 
ment of musicians and of their dis- 


tractor’ as the ‘purchaser’s’ agent. 
Musicians performing under such a 
contract do not have any perma- 


is their personnel fixed beyond the 
particular engagement. 


‘In the light of its consideration 


: 
Opinion | 
of the foregoing circumstances at- | 


between and among ‘contractors,’ | 
musicians, and ‘purchasers’ of mu- 


sic, it is the opinion of the Bureau 
that the ‘purchaser,’ under such or 
similar circumstances, retains a 
sufficient measure of the power to 
direct and control the performance 
of the contract as to render him the 
employer of the individual musi- 
cians, including the ‘leader,’ if any, 
Also on the basis of these consid- 
erations, it is the opinion of the Bu- 
reau that the ‘purchaser’ has suffi- 
cient direction and control over the 
conduct of the ‘contractor’ himself 
as to render the ‘purchaser’ the em- 
ployer of such ‘contractor,’ except in 
the case where the ‘contractor’ per- 
forms no musical services. In a case 
where the ‘contractor’ renders no 
musical services to the ‘purchaser’ it 
is the opinion of the Bureau that the 
‘purchaser’ is the employer of the 
individual musicians, including the 
‘leader,’ if any, but not of the ‘con- 
tractor.’ 


‘It should be noticed, however, in 
this connection, that the determina- 
tion of whether any particular group 
of musicians constitutes a so-called 
‘name’ orchestra will not rest upon 
the mere adoption of a name by such 
organization. Chief characteristic 
distinguishing a ‘name’ orchestra 
from a ‘no name’ orchestra is the 
permanency of the organization and 
the personnel performing in the or- 
chestra. In general, an orchestra 
will be considered a ‘name’ orches- 
tra when, in addition to be?ng desig- 
nated by a name, it has a fixed 
personnel extending from engage- 
ment to engagement and holds itself 
out to the public as a permanent 
business organization. ‘Name or- 
chestras’ may also be distinguished 
from other orchestras where the 
leader contracts with the members 
thereof for their services at a fixed 
salary, either by term or by engage- 
ment, and where the leader is liable 
for the payment of such salary with- 
out reference to the discharge of the 
‘purchaser’s obligation. In the case 
of a ‘name’ orchestra, the leader of 
the orchestra and not the ‘purchaser’ 
can select and discharge the mem- 
bers of the orchestra and the leader 
alone controls and directs their con- 
duct.’ 


Interpretation, bearing date of 
Aug. 31. is designated ‘SST—Mimeo- 
graph Coll. No. 465i.’ 


wi 





Sept. 2, in rfollywooa. Father is 
production estimator at Selznick In- 
ternational. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Rivers, daugh- 
ter, in Seattle, Aug. 29. Father is 
Hamrick-Evergreen p.a. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Engel, son, Aug. 
29, in Hollywood. Father is 20th-Fox 
associate producer, 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Surry, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 30, in Holiywood. Father is 
Metro cartoon animator, 

Mr. and Mrs. George Bowe, 
daughter, Aug. 23. Father is an- 
nouncer at WTIC, Hartford. 


‘con- | 





HARRY MOSES 
Harry Moses, 64, theatrical pro- 


| ducer, died in New York, Aug. 31, 


following a long illness. 
Originally in the clothing business 
in Chicago, Mr. Moses and his wife, 


‘active interest in amateur produ - 


tions there, but he did not become 
interested in the professional thea- 
tre until 1929, when with Herman 


Shumlin, he scored a success with 
‘Grand Hotel.’ He followed this 
with an individual production of 
‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ which 


brought Katharine Hepburn her pic- 


| ture opportunity, and he also pro- 


| charge, this right in the ‘purchaser’ | duced “The Old Maid,’ 


'may be exercised through the ‘con- | 


a Pulitzer 
prize winner, and other plays, He 
had just opened an office for the 
production of ‘Tough to Chaw’ for 
the coming season. Mrs. Moses has 
announced she will carry on his 
plans. 


In addition to his widow, he is 


| survived by his son and a sister. 





EDWARD F. REYNARD 
Edward F. Sharpless, 66, profes- 
sionally known as Ed Reynard, or 
The Great Reynard, died at his 


home in Marion, Ohio, Sept. 2, of 
apoplexy. 

Reynard was one of the premier 
ventriloquists of his day, and for 
two decades a headline attraction 
on variety bills both here and in 
Europe. He was a featured attrac- 
tion with the Orpheum road show 
for four seasons, toured with Prim- 
rose and Dockstader’s minstrels and 
with the James J. Corbett touring 
show. His act was known to every 
town sufficiently large te play 
vaudeville. His set of dummies was 
unusually elaborate and permitted 
him to present what was virtually a 
production. 





HENRY HADLEY 

Henry Hadley, 66, composer and 
orchestral conductor, died in New 
York Sept. 6 after a prolonged ill- 
ness. 

He was conductor of the Manhat- 
tan Symphony orchestra, at one time 
associate conductor of the N. Y. 
Philharmonic. In 1909 he led the 
Seattle Symphony orchestra and for 
four years thereafter he led the San 
Francisco Symphony. 

He composed four operas, more 
than 150 songs and piano pieces, 
seven operettas and a number of 
tone poems, suites and cantatas. 

His widow and mother survive. 





FRANK E. POWELL 

Frank E. Powell, 60, for 30 years 
owner and operator of a_ trained 
animal sideshow that played the fair 
and carnival circuits of Iowa, died 
of heart disease while driving his 
auto in Waterloo, Iowa, on Aug. 29. 
His wife, who was riding with him 
at the time, was able to stop the car 
without accident. 

Mr. and Mrs. Powell quit the show 
business five years ago and had oper- 
a photo shop in Waterloo since 
then. 





WILLIAM H. VAN NORDEN 

William H. Van Norden, artist, who 
painted virtually every back drop 
and curtain in theatres of the Troy 
area, died recently at his home in 
Pleasantdale, after a short illness. 

For many years an interior dec- 
orator in Waterford, he became in- 
terested, with the advent of motion 
picture houses, in the creation of 
stage settings. 

Surviving are three 


sons, a 
daughter, and a sister. 


HARRY McCOY 
Harry McCoy, 43, actor, director 
and songwriter, died in Hollywood 
Sept. 1 from a heart attack, 
A picture veteran, McCoy was a 


| 








Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pagano, son, 
Aug. 23, Father is ‘Piyute Pete,’ 
hillbilly, and mother Marion Hurley, 
songstress, both of WICC, Bridge- 
port. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Mellor, son, 
Sept. 4 in Los Angeles. Father is 
foreman of Universal still depart- 
ment, 

Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Denny, 
daughter, Sept. 3, in Hollywood. 








Mgr. and Mrs. Al Gibson, daughter, 


Father is former film actor. 


Keystone cop and one of the Hall- 
| room Boys in silent comedies. Later 
| he worked in radio and three 
months ago joined the Walt Disney 
forces as writer and gagman. Fun- 
eral was held Sept 3 in Glendale. 
Cremation followed. 





GEORGE K. CHENEY 
George K. Cheney, 66, died Sept. 
| 6 in Hicksville, L. I. A_ technical 
, engineer for Victor phonographs, he 
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OBITUARIES 


had traveled practically all over the 
world in pursuance of his profes. 
sional duties. 

He retired from phonograph work 
about five years ago. His widow 
five daughters, a brother and sister 
survive. 





LORENZO McCLEERY 

Lorenzo McCleery, 64, who for- 
merly was associated with the Al G, 
Fields and other minstrel troupes, 
died Aug. 26 at St. Francis hospital, 
Columbus, O., after a lingering il}. 
ness. 

The body is at the Spear’s funeral 
home there, pending efforts to lo- 
cate relatives. 





CHARLES R. HOBEN 

Charles R. Hoben, 73, a native of 
New Brunswick, Canada, and a 
former secretary of WGST, died in 
Atlanta Sept. 2 after an illness of 
two years. 

Wife, son and three daughters sur- 
vive. 





CHARLES A. BELL 








Charles A. Bell, superintendent of 
tickets for the Ringling Bros., Bar- 





IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 5th, 1927 





num & Bailey show died in Cedar 
Rapids, Ia., Sept. 2. 

He was taken to the local hospital 
following the arrival of the show 
Aug. 30. The body was taken to his 
home in Columbus, Ohio, for burial. 





ARTHUR C. BROWN 

Arthur C. Brown, 54, pioneer the- 
atre owner of Oklahoma, died in 
Oklahoma City Aug. 31. 

At the age of 18 he left his farm 
home to enter the motion picture 
business, starting first as an oper- 
ator, he became manager of a num- 
ber of theatres, and later owned and 
operated houses in every city of any 
size in Oklahoma. 





MAY DEAN 

Mrs. Mary Bernard, for 41 years 
on the stage, professionally known 
as May Dean, died in N. Y. Sept. 1. 

She was the original colored 
mammy of the Aunt Jemima pan- 
cake flour ads. Her last appearance 
was in the film, ‘Mississippi,’ but 
she had recentty appeared in a nume 
ber of picture shorts. 





HELEN OSBORNE 
Helen Osborne (Mrs. Helen Sauer- 
born), 25, pianist and dance orches- 
tra leader, was killed in an auto 
accident Sept. 4 while returning to 
her home in Schenectady from a trip 
to Albany. 





PHILIP WIRTH 
Philip Wirth, 73, of Wirth’s circus, 
died in Sydney, Australia, Sept. 3. 
Details in the Outdoor section. 





Mother of Moss Hart died Sept. 6 
in Asbury Park, N. J., where she had 
been spending the summer. Death 
came after a short illness. She leaves 
another son, Bernard, and her hus- 
band Barnet Hart. Services today 
(Wed.) in Riverside Memorial 
Chapel. 





Father of A. Louis Ginsburg, man- 
ager of the Majestic, Paterson, N. J, 
died in Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 30. 





Mrs. Mary Arcier, wife of Lloyd A. 
Balliel, died Aug. 20 at Dayton. 











Batons Up 





(Continued from page 1) 





tograveure sections, they’re not g0- 
ing to be so hot on the band-stand. 
So that idea was dropped. 

Few legitimate names, even 
though strictly freak, as far as the 
band business is concerned, will 
consider the offers. They can make 
more in their own respective fields, 
and still not have to worry with one- 
niters. More, they feel that, in en- 
tering a new branch of show busi- 
ness, they’re apt to be considered as 
all through on their own, and to lose 
their contacts. 

Has-beens and never-will-be’s are 
making overtures to the bookers, 
but they’re in the same class as the 
beauty contest winners. 
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[What They Think 








Tain’t Se, Sez B’way Columnist 


Editor, VARIETY: ’ 
i 7, Si ly and em- 
vigorously, sincere em- 
Stivell refute Sidney Skolsky’s 
¥ ‘Broadway columns 
as - Broadway.’ It isn’t 

are as passe as . , 
; i S omeoffice 
a sugary pill to swallow — 





j ctions to shift a beat, wh 

is beat brought with it a juicy 
radio commercial netting its com- 
mentator far more coconuts than 
trotting out trivia. And I can’t 
blame Sidney for, throwing up his 
hands and byline in the face of | 
facts—but I do censure him for mak- 


jing Broadway take the rap. 

In a way, if there is any basis for 
a@ claim that Broadway is dead—and 
that claim be established on the | 
premise that such a condition is re- | 
flected in some of the Broadway col- 
umns—it is the fault of the reporters 
gllegedly patroling that beat. How | 
can one properly feed the flavor 
of the street to millions of readers 
hundreds and thousands of miles 
away from the very sector his col- 
umn head indicates? How can you 
write about Broadway from Venice, 
Paris, London, Saratoga, Miami, Bos- 


ton, etc.? On occasion, to prevent) 
going stale—yes—but as a steady 
diet, nix, How can you do justice 
to daily dribble from within the 
confines of five and six-a-day vaude- 
ville dressing rooms? 


The'same goes for the pioneer of 
the clan.‘ Despite his widely-spread | 
network of hundreds of sources, 
neither can Walter’ Winchell do 
justice to Broadway he sees and 
hears about through the eyes and 
ears of others. That Hollywood 
flavor is bound to be injected--and 
the glamour of Broadway must 
necessarily be tarnished via that in- 
fluence. 

Too much talk has been aimed at 
the ‘Good Old Days’ of Broadway by 
columnists who find it easier to have 
legmen indulge in research, and then 
reminisce sentimentally in preferance 
to ferreting out, by leg-work of their 
own, the tidy tidbits that will some 
day inspire future columnists to re- 
fer to these as the ‘Good Old Days.’ 

Broadway dead? Don’t make me 
Jaugh. Has any era seen more night 
club activity. greater values or finer | 
talent than the 236 clubs of major | 
and minor importance proffer to po-| 
tential nightlifers? Certainly, some 
of the hundreds aren’t worth patron- 
izing—but has Hollywood any finer | 
restaurants than Broadway? Wasn't | 
Jast season’s crop of legitimate plays 
indication of better things to come, | 
with 184 plays scheduled for Broad- | 
way this season? A few of the top- 
notch radio programs still emanate 


a 


imagine they'll continue, don’t you? 
And, incidentally, there’s a little 
thing called a World's Fair sched- 
uled hereabouts, which ought to act 
as a hypo to those blase bozos brow- 
beatin’ Broadway. 

There are some columnists 
around who haven’t mourned 
‘passing’ of Broadway because 
they’re working at it day in and 
night out. And their columns are 
breezy enough, fresh enough, spar- 
kling enough to reflect the spirit of 
the street and its people—the same 
people who comprise the floating 
population of Hollywood. 


Skolsky’s recent crack that ‘There 
is only one Broadway—and it’s in 
Hollywood’ was very cute — but it 
proved nothing more than that we 
all have a little Sam Goldwyn in us. 


still 
the 


It’s the heavy sugar the boys love— | 
not the climate, and as I said before | 


(just so I don’t have to swallow those 
words some day, mebbe) I 
blame them for so feeling. But that 


A as . : : Brunson, Hampton County Fait Week 
still doesn't justify lynching one city as Nov. 22. W. F. Hogarth. | 
to glorify another. Camden, Kershaw County Fair. Oct, 11- 

No «ir . . 116 ©. J. Creed. 

© sir, I'm afraid those sombre; Central, Pickens County Fair. Oct. 11-16 
saber thrusts from the Coast com- | W.¢. Bewen. . 
Charleston, Charleston County Fair. Nev, 


mentators can be summed up with 
# twist on Mark Twain's immortal 
crack, ‘The report of my Broadway's 
death is greatly exaggerated!’ 


Hy Gardner, 


(Broadway Columnist of the | 
Brooklyn Eagle.) | 5 





Dan Walker's Recovery—Fast! 


New York, Sept. 4. 
Editor, Variery: 


Ii.might amuse you to learn that | 


a piece in Variety gave me the 
rst inkling that I was to succeed Ed 


Sullivan as the Broadway columnist | 


of The News. 


I was sick abed ji 
Brooklyn, “ ed in 


‘ my sister’s home, trying 
0 argue the nurse out of giving a 
Physical aid when the phone rang 
f Convey these glad, but slightly 

rtling, tidings. After that I didn’t 
need the physical aid. 


Danton Walker. 


| bidding 


| th rpors imits fr vertis- 
ams Ae’ Near turk: outlete—and 1\t e corporate limits from advertis 


| 


| 


Hungerferd’s Production 
New York, Aug. 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


In the interest of accuracy and 
without any peeve: 

John Ross Reed did not preduce 
‘Wings of a Century’ at the Chicago 
Fair. He was the business manager 
for the second year of the run. 
‘Wings of a Century’ was created 
and written by myself and pro- 
duced by the Century of Progress, 
itself, being staged by Miss Helen 
Tieken. I hold all copyrights on 
the production. 


Edward Hungerford. 





1 of H’woed’s Young Grandpops 
Hollywood, Sept. 5 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Know you will be glad to correct 
a misprint in last week's Varirety 
about my husband's age. Being one 
of Hollywood’s young grandfathers 
its only fair that *it should be 


known that this birthday is only his | 


50th. 
For Hollywood papers he is only 
39. 
Mrs. L. Wolfe Gilbert. 


Charles Bell Dies 


Cedar Rapids, Sept. 7. 
Charles A. Bell of Columbus, 
Ohio, superintendent of tickets for 
the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
show, died here Sept. 2. 


was removed to the 
where he died three days later. 


The body was taken to his home 
for interment. 
Tough on Barnes 


Lincoln, Sept. 7. 

Al G. Barnes circus experience in 
Nebraska and Kansas was none too 
good during the past two weeks. 
Look for a better break in Oklahoma 
and Texas where the movement 


is 
now. 
Heat was the worst obstacle. the 


complete seating capacity never be- 
ing erected, let alone filled, on the 
two weeks. 


AIMED AT SHEESLEY 
Lynchburg, Sept. 7. 
Not content with driving carnival- 
backed fairs out of Lynchburg, city 
council has passed an ordinance for- 
any fair showing outside 


ing on automobiles and trucks that 
use the city’s streets. 

Law is aimed at Sheesley Midway 
which for several years has ope- 
rated a fair in a suburb outside the 
city’s jurisdiction. 


N. C. Fair Dates 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 7. 
The county fair season in South 
Carolina will get under way October 
4, when Darlington presents its show. 
The season will end after the fair at 
Brunson, Hampton County, which 





|opens November 22, according to a 


can’t 
| wate Oct, (ne date set), Charles W. Rollins. 


schedule just announced. 
The complete schedule to date with 
names of secretaries in charge fol- 


| lows: 

Anderson, Anderson Fair, Nov, 1-6. J. A. 
Mitchell. 

Bennettsville, Marlboro County Fair. 
| Week of Oct, 2. FE. W. Odom. 

Bishopville, Lee County, Agricultural 


1-6. Kmmons S. Welch. 

Chester, Chester County Fair, American 
Legion. Oct. 11-16 D. EK. Petersen. 
| Columbia, State Fair, Oct, 18-28. PL V. 
| Moore 
| Conway Horry Fair. Oct. 4-%, Charles 
| R. Se srborough 

Darlington, Darlington County Fair Oet 
4-11 Mux lsaacsohn 

Dillon, Dillon County Fair, Oct. 18-23 

ve (. Davis 

Flerence, Pee Dee Fair. October 26-380 
/ E. DPD. Sallenger. 
| Greenville, Greenville County Fair. Oct. 
| 25-20. C. A. Herleng, Cireer 

Greenville, Greenville County Negro Fair 
| Axsoclation. Oct, W-2Z4. J.°R Chappell 
| Greenwood, Greenwood Fair, Nov, 8-18. 
; A. T. Pinson 

Newberry, Newberry County Fair. Nov 
11-5. J. PL Moon 

Orangeburg, Orangeburg County Fair 
Oct, 26-00, J. M. Hughes 
| Orangeburg, Orangeburg County Nexre 
| Fair association, Oct, V2-18. W. «. Lewis 

Owings, Mt. Carmel Steck Show.  N« 
16-13 A. N. Saxon. 

Rock Hill, York County Fair, Oct. 5-% 
FL M. Fewell. 

Spertunburg, Spartanburg County Fair 
Oct. 12-16. 

Sumter, Sumter County Fair, Oet, 11-16, 
J. CUM Brews 

Walterbore, Colleton County Fair, Nev 
1-6 FE. EF. Jones. 

York, York County Negro kair Git, 18 
22. Le A. Wriehi. 


On the ar- | 
| rival of the show train Aug. 30, he 
local hospital. | 


Jazzed and Won 





Providence, Sept. 7. 
It goes to show you what a little 
| bit of showmanship will do. 
| Historic Kingston Fair, steeped in 
the tradition of Yankee conserva- 





| 
| 
| 


jtism, was on the way out. but has | 


| been saved by the gong when Arthur 


|'Peckham, South County farmer, 
convinced his colleagues what the 


fair needed was showmanship. Given 
a free hand last year he took . the 
| fair out of bankruptcy and this year 
ithe far-famed affair seems headed 
; for a profitable session. 

What did it was the supplementing 
of carnival features to the cut and 
dried farmers’ exhibits. Auto racing 
and midway attractions were taboo 
until Peckham sold the idea of in- 
jecting showmanship into the mori- 
bund fair. 

Peckham made an exclusive tie-up 
with WPRO, Steve Willis, station 
manager, putting ever some unusual 
daily broadcasts which kept little 
Rhody tuned in on the activities at 
Kingston. 


Indian Pageant 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 7. 

Oklahoma's Golden Sage in 
will include the first national Indian 
show to be staged by members of 
a race who were part of a fast dis- 
appearing civilization. 

‘We want to dramatize the Trail of 
Tears, Indian battles for 
as a hunting ground, hardships and 
|celebrations and all of the rest of 
| the state’s history before the coming 
of the white man,’ states Ralph 
Hemphill, fair manager. 


A state appropriation already has 
been provided for. 
| Ae ren 
| WANT MORE SPACE 
Columbus, Sept. 7. 


Estimated that Ohio 
which closed Friday (3) will pay its 
own way first time in 87 years’ his- 
tory. Take figured at approximate 
$175,000 as against $173,000 nut. 

Unofficial attendance figures for 
seven days reveal more than 400,000 
passed through gates, although ac- 
tual paid admissions will be some- 
what less. 

Squawks of exhibitors about lack 


of space started talk of $750,000 


building program before next year’s| were destroyed and a bath house 


fair. 








Fort Worth, Sept. 7. 


A new policy at Casa Manana at the 
Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta has 
hypoed business at the outdoor cafe- 
theatre. 


The change made Saturday (28), 
consists of making the second night 
| performance a ‘jamboree’ with per- 
| Sormers from various shows on the 
grounds doing special numbers, in 
addition to the regular routine of the 
revue. This jamboree’ will be 
changed weekly until the fiesta 
closes Oct. 16. : 

Everett Marshall, Joe Howard, 
Chester Frederick, California Varsity 
Eight. Art Frank and 
Paul Whiteman’s 10-year-old singing 
protege. and the chorus doing a pre- 
cision number from last year’s show 
were highlights of the first jamboree. 

Winona and Gomez, who made a 
hit in Casa Manana last year, will re- 
‘turn Sept. 26 and remain until clos- 
ing. It is reported Billy Rose will 
spot performers from his ‘Show of 
Shows’ in the fiesta. Some of these 
will come from Cleveland’s ‘Aqua- 
cade’ and Pioneer Palace. Bob 
Lawrence slated to go with the 
‘Show of Shows.’ for which Rose has 
selected a chorus from fiesta girls 
and boys. 

Brownwood. Texas, will be the 
scene of the premiere of Rose’s road 
chow. Then it will play one-night 
stands at San Angelo, Big Springs, 
Abilene and Amarillo, all Texas 





is 


State Fair | 


Jez Ellis, | . 
Jean Ellis, | program at Casa Manana. 


| 
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| successful 


| 
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in Bukaly 
lnvaded by Gambling Sharks: 
Social and Political Scandal 
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Philip Wirth Dead | eattete, Sant > 
The amusement side of the Vet- 
ia |erans of Foreign Wars National en- 
Sydney, Sept. 7. | campment held here last week ex- 
Philip Wirth, 73, owner and|Ploded with plenty of loud reports 
equestrian director of Wirth’s c -. | and left a grand jury investigation 
cus, which has been playing Austral- | threatening as a possible result. 
asis, died here Sept. 3. He had spent | 4¢ting as hosts to 75,000 visitors 
60 years in the circus ring and died | !™°™ all ever the country, the Buf- 
in harness, His brother. George. falo vets chapter took over Cen- 
now the only survivor of the four fennial Park site on the lakefront 
brothers forming the original Wirth and signed the Rubin & Cherry 
Family, retired from show business mows ang a military spectacle, 
about seven years ago. The show | Battle of Chateau Thierry, for a 
will continue under the management | week's appearance. What happened 
of the dead owner's two sons and }next is anybedy’s guess inasmuch as 
four daughters. The show is cur- oe _ mae Wes waeaes on every. 
rently playing Queensland after a |body passed the buck and there was 


a mad scramble to zZet out | 
der one of the rawest situaiioy 
|falo has seen in years, 


nN unN- 


Nuf- 


Australian tour. 
The Wirth circus has been stand- 
for and 


years, unlike many | a ‘ 

“s encampme sooner g P 
|shows, the title has always re- ete th P = Sa roe ner got under 

2 . § an no 2SS € ifiy “Te 
mained in the family, which came | , al ij : ae in Aety special 

* | gambling concessions appe: 

from earlier generations of show ie , PI fen. on 
; the Centennial grounds, scitings up 
folk, and in many sections the name tents at the end f tl Rul : & 
, | Sa > end o v€ tubin t 

was as important as that of Barnum . Ss : . 2 : 
Cherry midway. The R-C officials 


Oklahoma | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Jamboree to Help Ft. Worth Take 
As Fiesta Draws to Its Close 








spots, before heading for the coast | 


via Pueblo and Denver. 

Rolling down from engagements 
in the Pacific Northwest, the show 
will anchor for three weeks at San 
| Francisco, beginning Nov. 20. On 
‘the swing back to Texas the ‘Show 
of Shows’ will play El Paso, San 
Antonio, Dallas and Wichita Falls 
'Christmas week. 

Rose plans to show New Year's 
Eve in Oklahoma City and Jan. 3 in 
ITulsa. A tour through the South 


| Dallas at that time. 


disclaimed connection with the extra 
| outfits and were loud in their pro- 
tests over the situation. Reports 
were current through the towa that 


or Ringling. 


WPA Goes Fairing 


Chatham. N. Y.. Sept. 7. | Saas a dozen truckloads of games and 
The Federal Varieties. a WPA | Wheels had been rushed here from 


| Chicago, but nobody seemed to know 
| who relayed the tidings that the lid 
|was off. Opening Sunday of the 
Convention saw the Centennial 
| grounds operating at full blast, the 


Federal Theatre Project, are being 
presented at some upstate fairs. Per- 
formed afternoon and evening on 
the platform at the Columbia 
County Fair, Sept. 4-8. 


Received billings in newspapers | racketeers taking locals and vets into 
and in other media. Exhibits of |©@™P to the tune of thousands of 
WPA sewing projects ‘by women | dollars. 


workers) are also on display at fairs, Shorten Parade 
WPA maintans an information 


Word was out by Monday that the 
booth at certain expositions. 


| Sky was the limit and crowds flocked 
to the grounds to witness the shear- 
|ing. First big blow-off came Tuesday. 
| Thirty thousand vets were to march 
jin an eight-hour parade with the pro- 
cession scheduled to end at the Cen- 


} 


Burned Out 
Wewoka, Okla., Sept. 7. 


Fire of undertermined origin ial d 
> “€ - + 
|swept through the Lake Wewoka smear Srounes, eo of the 
© > < . "Ecc « > . ‘ 
amusement park here and caused mg ae + the appa- 
ne . . , ace © very a 
damage estimated at $10,000. sig — y vee ar wig! ons. 
Skating rink and supply house | '©@¢Y 70°F 4 grand take. ithout 
any previous announcement, the line 
of march was ‘rminated abo F 
and merry-go-round were damaged, | © march _~ terminated Snows :.8 
mile from the Centennial grounds, and 





the VFW national commander issued 
‘| a blast in the evening papers saying 

| that the national officers would not 
assume responsibility for sending the 


——__—__——_— | 


'marchers on to the grounds, due to 
|reports of uncontrolled gambling 
and other violations which had 


reached headquarters. 

Newspapers hopped on the band- 
wagon immediately and local police 
were given a free and fancy riding. 
The Police Commissioner announced 
‘three separate investigations’ but 
the head of the gambling squad ex- 
plained that no arrests had been 
made up to that time because if any 
had been attempted ‘we would have 
had to arrest visiting policemen’ 
(New York’s Mayor LaGuardia 
marched in the parade at the head 
of 600 New York uniformed police). 
| To make matters worse, the Veis’ 
| national commander blasted the sit- 
luation again on Thursday, saying 
that it was up to the Buffalo police 
and not the vets to clean up the 
mess and added a final tip-off to the 
veis to slay away. 


will follow and then the trick will 
head eastward. 

Name acts already booked include 
Walter Dare Wahl, of the ‘Aqua- 
cade,’ and the Stuart Morgan Dances, 
a hit of the present Casa Manana re- 
vue. 

Ernie Burnett, composer of ‘Mel- 
ancholy Baby,’ has bought a farm 
and said he will remain in Texas. 
He is appearing in ‘Melody Lane.’ 

Whiteman picked a Fort Worth 
girl, Frances Withers, as the best of 
hundreds of Texas prospects heard | 
at his auditions. She is a comic of 
the Martha Raye type and will be 
used by Whiteman during his dance 





i Another Blackie 


Des Moines, Sept. 7. 
Iowa state fair attendance for 1937 
| passed the 300,000 mark before noon 
,;on Wednesday, the sixth day, with 
| 62,500 ahead of attendance for the 


Grey Downs, Texas Sweetheart 
No. 1, and Jack McClendon, both of 
Casa Manana, given a screen test 
Sat. at Dallas. They were scouted 
by E. B. Coleman of M-G-M, which 
will have its touring test crew in 








Ann Pennington is back from Los 
Angeles for a visit with friends on 


the show. | same period a year ago. And the 
Biggest business since July 4 Was | pect part of it is the farmers are 
done over the Labor Day holiday | pnending their money and liking it. 
by the Frontier Fiesta. — __ | The fair itself is more than $50,000 
Joe Jackson, pantomime artist, | ahead in receipts for the same pe- 
bowed out of Casa Manana Friday 


riod and still going strong. 
(3) night and was followed by Cass, iaaeY 2.2 : 
Mack and Topsy. 

Three Swifts, jugglers, signed up 
for run of Casa Manana to closing | 


Mix Headin’ South 


Oct. 16. Canton, O., Sept. 7. 
Joe Venuti, who played in Casa| The Tom Mix Cireus at the con- 
Manana last year, played at the | clusion of its two weeks engagement 
Lake Worth Casino Labor Day. on the midway at the Canadian Nae 
Gomez and Winona returned to | tional Exposition at Toronto, Sept. 
Casa Manana last week, repeatng | 11, will head westward with a long 
their bit of last vear. Winona has |Sunday jump picking up several 
15 costumes. , Pennsylvania and Ohio siands on its 
John Murray Anderson, stage di- | hasty trek into the midwest and 
rector, sails tomorrow from Paris | warmer climes. 
and is due in New York Sept. 13.| Show I’kely will get some Kene- 
He will arrive in Fort Worth Sept. | tucky and Tennessee spots before 
2) to direct Billy Rose’s ‘Show of | moving into the southern es f 
Shows.’ \ the early fall season, 





sss 34 


ee ee 


ee 


oo 


ae 
= 





- HANKS to Lux Toilet Soap I never 
risk Cosmetic Skin,”’ says the beau- 
tiful Madeleine Carroll. 


9 out of 10 other lovely screen stars 
use this pure mild soap because they 
know it guards against the dullness, 
tiny blemishes, enlarged pores that 
mean Cosmetic Skin. Its ACTIVE lather 
removes thoroughly dust and dirt, 
stale rouge and powder. 


Make this gentle care your beauty 
care and it will keep your skin smooth 
and lovely. Use Lux Toilet Soap regu-- 
larly before renewing make-up— 
ALWAYS before going to bed. 


IN DAVID O. SELZNICK’S 


4/ ° 47 
The Prisoner of Zenda 
NOW SHOWING LOCALLY 


§ 


see MADELEINE CARROLL } 
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